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HE period of the Engliſh Hiſtory, with 

which we cloſed our Second Volume, mult be 
conſidered. as the moſt important in the annals of 
this country : perhaps hiſtory can no where furniſh 
us with a revolution ſo ſudden, ſo peaceable, and fo 
permanent, as that produced by the acceſſion of 
King William. | ow. | 

The four Kings of the Hoyſe of Stuart, may be 

juſtly ſaid to have been unacquainted with the true 
art of governing, although remarkably tenacious 
of every particle of power. It was their peculiar 
infelicity, to N the genius of the people 
whom they were appointed to xulę 3 ang whilſt they 
claimed as their due, all the prerogatives aſſumed 
by the moſt deſpotic of their predeceſſors, they ſaw 
nat the adyances which the nation had made in know- 
ledge and refinement. The early dawn of ſcience 
opened to the yiew of Engliſhmen their natural 
rights : ſucceſsful commerce had given wealth to 
individuals; and a people that -graw great by their 
own exertions, ſoon contract a diſreliſh for the doc- 
trine of paſſive obedience to their prince. 

The deſtructive reign of Charles the Second, it 
muſt be owned, cauſed the benefits of the Reyolu- 
tion to come to us, allayed by ſome weighty evils : 
meaſures repugnant to the moſt yaluable intereſts 
of the nation, and perſiſted in through a courſe of 
five-and-rwenty years, had ſpread a general ſpirit 
of diſcontent, which, in after times, burſt forth 
into all the fury of party-rage, and civil 2 : 
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add to this, that the enormous power of France, 
which the evil genius of this Britiſb king had che- 
riſned inſtead of repreſſed, threatened deſtruction 
to a kingdom debilitated by faction. It was no leſs 
than an Herculean labour, for William to oppoſe, 
at its maturity, a power which ſhould ies hem 
circumſcribed on its firſt advances: hence aroſe 
that pernicious concomitant of government, a na- 
tional debt. | 1 
That our councils were diſtracted, and our ar- 
maments, on the whole, rather inefficaciouſly di- 
rected, immediately after the Revolution took place, 
is no ways ſurpriſing. The bleſſings derived from 
the eſtabliſhment of liberty upon the ruins of tyran- 
ny, are ſeldom enjoyed by thoſe through whom the 
change is effected: theſe bleſſings are a rich inheritance 
which they tranſmit to their poſterity, and which, 
like the prophet of old, they are only permitted to 
take a proſpect of, not to enter upon. The rapid 
advances which Great-Britain has ſince made in- 
Agriculture, Manufactures, Arts, Commerce, and 
Naval Strength, ought to be attributed to that ſpirit 
of freedom, which the Revolution cheriſhed and 
ſanctioned: hence has Great-Britain decreed the deſ- 
tiny of nations by her fleets, and become at ſea, what 
ancient Rome was on land, the Arbitreſs of the 
Univerſe. So that the grandeur of the nation is de- 
rived from the Majeſty of the People; a phraſe, which 
an ingenious French writer ſays, © is peculiar to the 
« Engliſh language, and is alone ſufficient to con- 
ſecrate a language *.” We ſhall therefore haſten to 
relate thoſe occurrences which render the cighteenth 
century, from its very commencement, ſo impor- 
tant and intereſting to Engliſhmen, 


* Majeflatem populi Romani minuiſſet, ſays Tacitus, lib, I. ſc, 
LXXII, which proves that the phraſe eule 1 the Euglich, — 
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when compared with other modern languages, 
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Conclufion of the Reign of King William III. after the 
Death of Queen Mary. 


Trading Companies eſtabliſhed to Africa and_India— 
Comparative View of the Navy of Great-Britain— 
Admiral Kuſſel in the Mediterranean—Lord Berk- 
ley annoys the Coaſt of France—Events in the 
Welſt-Indies—Con/piracy againſt the Life of King 
William Projected Invaſion from France defeated 
—Recoinage of Silver — Exchequer Bills firſt iſued— 
Appointment of Lords Commiſſioners of Trade and 
Plantations —Regiſtry,; for Seamen— At of Naviga- 
tion—lriſh Linen Manufacture encouraged—Embar- 
raſſed State of the Bank of England Million Bank 

 —Afpairs in the Weſt-Indies and America—Peace 
of Ryſwick—Condut of the Princeſs Anne of Den- 
mark towards ber Father Peter Czar of Muſcovy, 
viſits England—Trage between France and Eng- 
land—New Eaſt-India Company eftabliſhed—The 


Earl 


v 
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Earl of Marlborough reſtored to Office Iutriguas 
for the Spaniſh Succęſſion — Partition Treag—el- 
tlement made by the Scotch on the Iſthmus of Darien 
—Second Treaty of Partition—Copenhagen em- 
barded by the combined Fleets of England and 
Holland. Deatb of the Duke of Glouceſter an 
of Charles II. of Spain —Succeſſion to the. Crown 
of Great-Britain /ettled—The Earl of Pembroke 
appointed Lord High Admiral — Triple Alliance be- 
teen the Emperor and the Maritime Powers — 
Death of James II. Tb French acknowledge the 
"pretended Prince of Wales King of England—The 
two Eaſt-India Companies unized—Death of King 
Willian—Dampier's Yoyage to New - Guinea 
Aff to regulate the Newfoundland. Fiſhery—Re- 
Venue 0 B. Paſt-Ofice Comparative View of the 
Engliſh and French Trade to Turkey—State of the 
National Debt at the Demiſe of King William, ang 
of the” Royal Navy. SR \ 


'F* parliamentary proviſion for the ſervice 


of the army and navy, during the year 10695, 
woas four millions ſeven hundred and twelve 
pounds; for the raiſing of which ſum the land-rax 
was continued, the ſubſidy of tonnage. and poun- 
dage was renewed for five years, and new duties 
were laid on different commodities. An act was 
_ paſſed, eſtabliſhing a trading company to Africa 
and the Indies, impowering them to plant colonies, 
build cities, towns, or forts, in places uninhabited, 
or in others, with the conſent of the natives; veſt- 


ing them with an excluſive right, and an exemp- 
tion for twenty-one years, from all duties or im- 
poſts. This act was afterwards confirmed by let- 
ters patent under the great ſea], directed by the 
parliament, without any farther warrant ſrom the 
crown. This ſcheme was projected by Paterſon, 


the 


cane, 11] of GREAT BRITAIN... -4 


, 


a 


the ſame man who had formed the plan of the Bank: 
he had farther in view the forming à ſetilement on 
the Iſthmus of -Darien, in ſuch a manner asit0,0pen 
à trade to the South-Sea,. and acroſs it, even to the 


Eaſt- Indies. 


The deſign was ſupported by the 


gentry and merchants of Scotland; but it ultimately 


proved. ruinous to that country. 


It was ſaid to have 


en privately! encouraged by the interlopers in the 
Engliſh Eaſt-India trade, who, finding the company, 


ſupported by 


verament, endeavoured to 


themſelyes by theſe means. | 

Before we enter upon the naval 
this year, we ſhall lay before our readers a compa» 
rative view. of the ſtate of the Britiſh navy at that 
time, and in former times, which is extracted 
from the firſt volume of biſhop. Gibſon's continu- 
ation of Camden's Britannia, and is laid down by 
Mr. Pepys, ſecretary to the admiralty. 


Different States of the Roya 


| Firk. 


Number of ſhips and 
veſſels, from fifty 


tons and upwards 
* Secondly. 
The 


of the whole 


The number of men 


neral tonnage 


required for man- 


ning the ſame 
Fourthly. 
The medium 


of its annual Peace 


charges du- | 
ring the laſt} War 
five years 
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+ In the ſpring, four thouſand five hundred troops 
| arrived at Cadiz, (where admiral Ruſſel had winter- 
end,) under the command of brigadier Stuart, toge- 
ther with a large fleet of victuallers. The admiral, 
hereupon, failed for Barcelona, where the affairs 
France were greatly on the decline. Ihe marquis 
de Gaſtanaga, viceroy of Catalonia, having formed 
a deſign of -retaking Palamos, deſired the aſſiſtance 
of Ruſſel and his fleet for that purpoſe. In conſe- 
quence of this deſign, four thouſand Engliſh- and 
Dutch troops were landed, hilſt the fleet began to 
| bombard the town and caſtle. ' The Spaniſh army 
was quite unprovided with every neceſſary for con- 
ducting the ſiege, whilſt the French had àa nume- 
rous garriſon in the town. Ruſſel, therefore, ſoon - 
withdrew his aſſiſtance, but not until he had done 
conſiderable damage to the town and caſtle. He 
then proceeded to Toulon, to look after the French 
fleet. Some attribute the miſcarriage of this expe- 
dition to a difagreement' between the Engliſh ad- 
miral and the Spaniſh court: the farmer com- 
plained that his Catholic majeſty had made no pre- 
parations for the campaign; that he had neglected 
to fulfil his engagements with reſpect to the Spaniſh 
ſquadron, which ought to have joined the fleets of 
England and Holland: and that he had taken no 
care to provide tents and proviſions for the Britiſh 
forces. Having ſpent the ſummer to little pur- 
poſe on the coaſts of Spain and Province, he re- 
turned to Cadiz in the end of September. The 
French were, however, greatly alarmed at the Eng- 
liſh remaining undiſputed maſters in the Mediter- 
ranean, and were in continual dread of a deſcent 
being made on their coaſt, ſo that although no 
actual advantage was gained, yet the French ports 
in that ſea were effectually ſhut up, and the honour 


of the Britiſh flag reſtored. 1 


_ CY — 
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In the channel, lord Berkley of Stratton, and 
the Dutch admiral Allemonde, obliged the French 
fleet to remain in port, whilſt they reſolved upon 
a ſecond attack upon St. Maloes. This mode of 
making war by bombardment, it muſt be confeſſed, 
appears very inhuman, and quite repugnant to that 
refinement of manners which had then diffuſed itſelf 
pretty widely; but as theſe deſtructive engines 
were firſt practiſed by the French, it was no more 
than executing the equitable law of retaliation, 
to alarm them with apprehenſions of like devaſta- 
tion as thoſe which they had ſpread over Genoaz 
without even a previous declaration of War. Their 
boaſted Louis XIV. had, with wanton cruelty,” put 
whole countries under military execution, even after 
they had brought in the contributions exacted of 
them. In ſhort, all the unfeeling ſavageneſs prac- 
tiſed in the moſt barbarous ages of the world, do 
not exceed the extirpating ſpirit, which, in ſome in- 
ſtances, actuated this refiner of French manners and 
taſte. 
The attempt which the Engliſh now made on 
St. Maloes, did leſs injury to the town than their 
former one. On their way home they deſtroyed 
Granville on the coaſt of Normandy *. Return- 
ing to Portſmouth to refit, they ſoon after took a 
ſmall number of ſoldiers on board, and ſailed for 
the Downs with a defign to attack Dunkirk ; the 
expedition was conducted by Meeſters, who had 
provided inſtruments of deſtruction for the place. 
On the 1ft day of Auguſt, the bomb-ketches, fire- 
ſhips, and machine veſſels, with ſeveral light fri- 
gates and brigantines to cover them, entered the 
harbour. The bombardment began about nine in 
the morning, and the attack continued until five 


* july 6, 1695, 
Vol. III. B | in 
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in the afternoon. The French, however, were ſo 
well provided for their defence, that no impreſſion 
could be made. . A want of unanimity diſconcerted 
the meaſures of the aſſailants, and the Dutch en- 
gineer retired in diſguſt during the night. Lord 
Berkley, although deprived of his aſſiſtance, re- 
ſolved to attack Calais. Previous to an aſſault 
upon the town, it was neceſſary to demoliſh a 
wooden furt, erected at the entrance of the pier- 
heads. This ſervice was gallantly and ſucceſsfully 


. performed by colonel Richardſon on the 17th day 


of Auguſt. But although ſix hundred bombs were 
thrown into the town, it ſuſtained no eſſential in- 
Jury. This attempt concluded the operations of 
the combined fleets during the ſummer of 169g. 

A ſquadron commanded by the marquis of Car- 
marthen, whoſe father had juſt then been created 
duke of Leeds, was ſtationed off the iſles of Scilly, 
for the ſecurity of he homeward-bound merchant- 
ſhips. This man was very unequal to the truſts 
repoſed in him; for miſtaking a fleet of merchant- 
men for the Breſt ſquadron, he retired precipitately 
into Milford-Haven. His conduct expoſed the Bar- 
badoes fleet to the French privateers and cruiſers ; 
two rich Eaſt India ſhips were likewiſe taken, one 
hundred and fifty leagues to the weſtward, which 
gave. great reaſon to ſuſpect treachery, as cruiſers 
ſeldom ſtrike out ſo far from their coaſts. To add 
to the niisfortunes of the Eaſt India Company, 
three other homeward- bound ſhips that had arrived 
near Galway, on the weſt of Ireland, fell into the 
hands of ſome French privateers. Theſe ſhips were 
valued at a million fterling*. The merchants re- 
newed their clamour againſt the commiſſioners of 
the admiralty, who, in jullification of themſelves, 


® Burnett's own Times. 


produced 
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produced their orders to the marquis of Carmarthen, 
whoſe miſconduct in this buſineſs was flagrant ; but 
theſe national calamities took their riſe principally 
from the circumſtantial intelligence tranſmitted to 
France from time to time by the malecontents in 
England. | 
The naval efforts of the Engliſh in the Weſt In- 
dies, were attended with no ſucceſs. Wilmot and 
Lillipgſton, with twelve hundred land forces, was 
ſent on an expedition againſt the French in St. Do- 
mingo, in which enterprize they were to be aſſiſted 
by the Spaniards on that iſland. After they had 
accompliſhed this deſign, they were directed to 
proceed to the northward, and deſtroy the French 
fiſheries on the banks of Newfoundland. When 
they arrived at St. Domingo, the Spaniſh viceroy 
furniſhed ſeventeen hundred troops ; with this rein- 
forcement they attacked fort Francois. Wilmot. 
lundered the country for his own advantage, not- 
withſtanding the remonſtrances of Lillingſton. 
Great diſſentions prevailed among the ſea and land 
forces, inſomuch that the Spaniards ſoon grew weary 
of their allies, and withdrew their aſſiſtance. In 
the beginning of September, the commodore ſer 
fail for England, and loſt one of his ſhips in the 
gulph of Florida. He himſelf died in his paſſage 
home, and the greater part of the men being 
{wept of by an epidemical diſtemper, the ſqua- 
dron returned to England in a moſt miſerable con- 
dition. | 
The war which France had maintained for five 
years againſt the combined force of Europe, had 
ſpread miſery through the country. That kingdom 
began to be exhauſted. both of men and money, 
whilſt an unkindly ſeaſon deſtroyed the fruits of the 
earth, and brought on a famine. By theſe cala- 
mities the ſpirit of the nation was greatly ſunk. - 
' B 2 Louvois, 
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L.ouvois, who had conducted the affairs of the 
kingdom with great ſucceſs and popularity, was dead, 
and the army had loſt marſhal Luxembourg, who 
alſo died in January 1695, and who had ever been 
= an overmatch for the confederate army, with 
the king of England at their head. Such- was the 
aſpect of affairs at the opening of the campaign, 
which ſeemed to promiſe | every thing propitious 
to the cauſe of the allies. Namur was taken by 
William, with as much honour as it had been be- 
fore loſt with diſgrace, and much in the ſame 
manner, for it was carried in fight of an army 
ſtronger than that which ſubdued it ; and although 
{trengthened with many new works, and defended 
by a garriſon which was itſelf an army“. The 
campaign was cloſed without any other important 
ſtroke being ſtruck, 

The king returned to England the latter end of 
October, and diſſolving the parliament, which then 
ſtood prorogued, called a new one, which aſſembled 
on the 22d of November following. 

In the beginning of the year 1696, a double 

lot was diſcovered to aſſaſſinate the king, and in- 
vade the kingdom. Many of the adherents of the 
late king came over from France, and held conſul- 
rations with the Papiſts and Nonjurors on the mur- 
derof king William ; and after ſeveral debates on 
the time, place and manner, of executing their hor- 
rid deſign, they at laſt agreed to aſſaſſinate his ma- 
jeſty on ſome day in February, as he returned from 
hunting, in a lane between Brentford and Turn- 
ham- green. But the whole plot was happily diſ- 
covered by Pendergraſs, the very night before it 
Was to have been executed. It was confirmed by 
de la Rue, another of the conſpirators, and after- 


Voltaire. 1 
_ wards 
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wards by captain Porter, and others, who came in 
upon the proclamation for apprehending the con- 
ſpirators. At the ſame time there was to have been 
an invaſion from France; for which purpoſe James 
was come to Calais; and the troops, artillery, and 
ſtores, were immediately ordered to be embarked ; 
but by the news of the miſcarriage of the aſſaſſina- 
tion plot, and by the ſpeedy ſending of a formidable 
fleet under admiral Ruſſel, the whole deſign was 
_ fruſtrated. - 

On the 21ſt of February, the king, in a ſpeech 
to both houſes, informed the parliament of the diſ- 
covery of the plot, and explained the ſteps he had 
taken to defeat the double deſign ; and the ſame 
evening both houſes addreſſed his majeſty to con- 
gratulate him on his preſervation. The houſe of 


commons alſo drew up and ſubſcribed an aſſocia- 


tion to ſtand by each other, in defence of his ma- 
jeſty's perſon and government, againſt the late kin 

James and all his adherents. The lords allo. ao 
to the ſame aſſociation; and the example of the 
two houſes was followed by all the corporations in 
the kingdom. - Several of the conſpirators fled be- 
yond ſea; and of thoſe who were (apprehended, 
Carnock, King, and Keys, were executed on the 
18th of March: Sir John Friend, and Sir William 
Perkins, on the 3d of April following : brigadier 
Rookwood, major Lowick, and Mr. Cranbourn, 
on the 29th. Some time after Sir John Fenwick 
' was apprehended for that part of the plot relating 
to the invaſion. A bill of attainder was brought 
into the houſe of commons againſt him, which gave 


riſe: to a very warm debate, and the caſe was ar- 


gued with great learning -and ingenuity, by the 
crown lawyers, on the one hand, and the council 
for the priſoner on the other. The bill was ar 
length paſſed, and ſent to the lords, The proof 


of 


. 
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of this man's guilt could only be attained from 
two witneſſes, Porter and Goodmans; theſe two 
were practiſed upon by offers of large bribes, to 
quit the kingdom, that the charge might fall to the 
ground. One of theſe witneſſes accepted the con- 
ditions and withdrew; the other, by pretending to 
liſten to the propoſal, betrayed the whole deſign. 
The queſtion was, whether the legiſlature had a 
right to diſpenſe with that degree of evidence, 
which in the courts of law were eſſentially neceſ- 
ſary at all times, in a caſe where the preſervation 
of the government, and the puniſhment of a fla- 
gitious diſturber of it, were deeply intereſted, The 
bill of attainder paſſed the upper houſe by a ma- 
Jority of ſeven votes only. Fenwick was thereupon 
beheaded on Tower-hill. 

The deſign of invading England, as has been 
Uready hinted, proved equally abortive as the 
aſſaſſination- plot. The French king, induced 
by the ſtrong aſſurances he received of the 
number and influence of the Jacobites in Eng- 
land, agreed to furniſh an army, and every thing 
neceflary for a deſcent: the troops intended for 
this expedition aſſembled about Calais and Dun- 
kirk, and four hundred ſail of great and ſmall veſ- 
ſels were collected from different ports. James, 
however, had no ſooner reached Calais *, than the 
duke of Wirtemberg diſpatched his aid de camp 
from Flanders to king William, with an account 
of the blow that was meditating. Expreſſes, with 
the ſame tidings, arrived from the elector of Ba- 
varia, and the prince of Vandemont. Two conſi- 
derable ſquadrons being ready for ſea, admiral 
Ruſſel embarked at Spithead, and ſtood over to the 
French coaſt, with above fifty ſail of the line. This 
ſudden appearance of the Engliſh fleet, fo contrary 


* February 20, 1696. 
to 
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to the accuſtomed tardineſs which had impeded irs 
operations, threw the enemy into confuſion; they 
hauled in their veſſels under the ſhore, in ſuch 
ſhallow water, that the Engliſh. could attempt no- 
thing againſt them; however, nothing could be 
done in tranſporting troops to England, ſo that 
the deſigns of France were effeQtually fruſtrated. 
James having continued ſome weeks at Calais, re- 
turned to St. Germains. The forces were ſent back 
to the garriſons from-whence they had been draught- 
ed, and the people of-France exclaimed, 'that the 
malignant ſtar, which ruled the deſtiny of James, 
had blaſted this, as it had done every other pro- 
ject formed for his reſtoration. | 
Meanwhile the new parliament took into conſi- 
deration, a national evil which had increaſed to an 
alarming magnitude, It appeared from various 
experiments, that the ſilver coin on a medium, 
was diminiſhed one third. In proportion as the 
intrinſic value of ſilver ſunk beneath its nominal 
value, the gold roſe. Mr. Montague, afterwards 
Earl of Halifax, chancellor of the Exchequer, was 


very active in promoting a re-coinage of the. ſilver. 


money. He urged, that the bad ſtate of the coin, 
had turned the exchange of all Europe in an alarm- 
ing degree againſt the nation. From thence alfo 
proceeded the difficulties and diſadvantages in raiſ- 
ing the ſupplies, for which the goverament were 
obliged to allow exorbitant premiums and intereſt, 
That guineas, by this growing evil, were already 
advanced to thirty ſhillings, and foreign gold in 
the ſame extravagant proportion, He concluded 
wich affirming, that the evil would gather ſtrength 
every day; that the contagion had already ſpread 
through every vein of commerce; and unleſs a ſpeedy 
and powerful remedy was applied, the deſolution of 
the ſtate advanced with haſty ſtrides. 


T hoſe 
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Thoſe who were diſaffected to government, op- 
poſed this regulation with great vehemence. They 
ſaw thereby the ſtability of the ſtate, fixed on the ſolid 
foundation of public benefit; bot the arguments 


urged in oppoſition to this meaſure, though plau- 


ſible, were ineffectual to ſtop its progreſs. It was 
affirmed, that the preſent conjuncture was by no 
means fit for a meafure, whoſe operations muſt 
give a general and violent ſhock to commerce, and 
that at a ſeaſon, when the nation was engaged in 
a burdenſome and doubtful war, ſuch a reformation 
ought not to be thought on. The recoinage of the 
filver money was, however, ireſolved upon, and to be 
of the old weight and fineneſs, and two millions 
were voted to enable government to call in all the 
diminiſhed filver money; but this was done gradu- 
ally, to prevent the inconveniences that would have 
ariſen from putting a ſtop to the circulation of adul- 
terated money all at once. Means were alſo uſed for 
gradually reducing the price of guineas, ſo as to bear 
their value in ſilver, in foreign parts. By ſuch pru- 
dent conduct, in little more than a year, the ſilver 
coin of England came forth from the mint, the 
fineſt and moſt beautiful of any in Europe. And 
although many inconveniences happened in trade, 
whllſt it remained unfiniſhed, yct in the end it aſ- 
toniſhed and confounded all the enemies of the 
king and kingdom, both at home and abroad. 
It was on this occaſion that Mr. Montague firſt 
ſet on foot a new circulating paper credit, by iſſuing 
bills from the Exchequer: at the ſame time con- 
tracting for their being circulated for ready mone 
on demand. As many of thoſe firſt Exchequer bills 
were for ſums ſo low as five pounds, and ten pounds, 
they were of great uſe, whilſt the ſcarcity of ſilver, 
occaſioned by the . recoinage, continued. As they 
were taken at the Exchequer for all payments of 
| | | the 
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the revenue, and as when re · iſſued, they were a 
lowed ſeven pounds twelve ſhillings per cent. in- 
tereſt, they ſoon roſe from a ſmall diſcount to be 
better than par. Theſe have ſince been iſſued 
yearly, and the bank of England has conſtantiy, 
for many years paſt, been the contractors for theit 
circulation, at a certain premium; for which pur- 
poſe the Bank takes annual ſubſcriptions for enabling 
them to circulate them. 

Before the king went abroad this year , he created 
a new and ſtanding council for commerce and plan · 
tations, commonly ſtyled the lords commiſſioners fot 
trade and plantetions ; one of whom was the cele- 
brated Mr. John Locke. This eſtabliſhment owed 
its riſe to the loud complaints which the merchants 
of England carried to the throne, of the captures 
which had been made by the French of their ſhips, 
in conſequence of the little regard that was paid 
to the trade and commerce of the kingdom by the 
board of admiralty. From the year 1673, when 
the former ſtanding council of commerce was drop- 
ped, until this time, all diſputes and regulations 
reſpecting commerce, and the American colonies, 
were uſually referred to committees of the privy- 
council; but ſuch occaſional committees, being 
a conſtantly varying ſer of members, and having 
no ſtared appointment for tranſacting ſuch con- 
cerns, were not induced to beſtow that attention 
upon them which their importance merited. It was 


therefore found highly expedient to eftabliſh a re- 


gular and permanent board for ſuch important 
ends, our foreign commerce and plantations, as 
well as moſt branches of our home trade, and of 
our numerous manufactures, being now greatly in- 
creaſed and improved. This new board was com- 
poſed of a firſt lord commiſſioner, (who has ever 
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fince uſually been a peer of the realm) and'of fevert 
other commiſſioners, each having a ſalary of one 


thouſand pounds a year. | 
The Edyſton rock, lying off the port of Ply- 
mouth, having proved very deſtructive to many 
ſhips that had been driven upon it, the corporation 
of the Trinity Houſe, in the year 1696, began to 
erect a light-houſe thereon, which was completed 


in three years. For the accompliſnment of which, 
many maſters and owners of Engliſh ſhips, agreed 


to pay a penny per ton outwards and returning. 


In the dreadful ſtorm which happened in 1703, 
this light-houſe was blown down and deſtroyed, In 
the fourth year of queen Anne, it was rebuilt by 
act of parliament, when the contribution from the 
Engliſh ſhipping, which had before been voluntary, 
was fixed by authority of parliament. | 

The parliament of England likewiſe paſſed an 
act, for the increaſe and encouragement of ſeamen, 
by which thirty thouſand: ſeamen were ordered to 


. . be regiſtered, in order that they might be in readi- 


neſs at all times for ſupplying the royal navy; theſe 
were to receive a premium of forty ſhillings yearly. 
Such regiſtered - ſeamen only were eligible to any 
commiſſion or warrant offices in the royal navy; 


they were likewiſe entitled to a double ſhare or di- 


vidend in all prizes. And ſuch only, when 
maimed, or ſuperannuated, were to be admitted into 
the newly eſtabliſhed hoſpital for ſeamen at Green- 
wich. The widows and children of ſuch regiſtered 


_ feamen,” who might be killed in the ſervice, were 


alone admiſſible into that hoſpital. By the 
fame act, ſixpence. per month was to be deducted 
from the pay of all ſeamen, as well ſerving in mer- 
chant ſhips as in the royal navy, for the ſupport of 
Greenwich Hoſpital. This act, ſo far as it relates. 
to the regiſtering of ſeamen, was repealed by an 
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many plans have been propoſed for the reviving of 
ſuch a regiſter, yet ſo many objections have been 
ftarted, that no law has as yet been framed for fa 
important a matter as that of having in conſtant 
readineſs, a competent number of ſeamen to man 
the royal navy, when the exigencies of the ſtate call 
for a ſpeedy ſupply of men, without having recourſe 
to the barbarous and unconſtitutional practice of 
reſſing. | r 43 40. 
ber act paſſed the ſame ſeſſion, was intended 
for farther enforcing and improving the acts of na- 
vigation, and for preventing of -frauds, and other 
abuſes in the Plantation trade. It was thereby 
enacted, . that all ſhips trading to and from our 
Aſiatic, African, or American plantations or ſettle- 


ments, ſhall be Engliſh; Iriſh, or Plantation- built; 


and their cargoes ſhall be either Engliſh, Iriſh, 
or Plantation property, and ſhall be regiſtered as 
ſuch, &c. and as our North-American colonies had: 
now riſen into conſequence, it was therein enacted, 
* that no charter-proprietor of lands on the conti- 
nent of America, ſhall ſell or otherwiſe diſpoſe of 
them to any other than natural-born ſubjects, with- 
out the king's licenſe in council for that purpoſe.” 
Another ſalutary act paſſed in this ſeſſion, was 


calculated to benefit the linen trade of Ireland. 


It allawed of the free importation of hemp, flax, 
and linen, and its thread and yarn, the growth or 
manufacture of Ireland, into England, by natives 
of England or Ireland, duty free. 265450 
Many circumſtances at this time concurred to 
involve the infant Bank of England in difficulty and 
diſtreſs. Among the cauſes of theſe embarraſſments 
may be reckoned, an ill- judged ſcheme for a land- 
bank in England, which proved abortive; the de- 
ficient funds for the annual ſupplies; and the bad 
ſtate of the ſilver coinage. Their notes, at the 
C 2 time 
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time we are now ſpeaking of, were at a diſcount of 
fifteen and twenty per cent. for ſuch was the com- 
pany's neceſſity, that they could pay thoſe notes only 
by ten per-cent. once in a fortnight ; and at length, 
no more than three per cent. once in three months, 
were paid upon them. This extreme want of caſh - 
in'the Bank aroſe from their having taken the clipped 
and otherwiſe diminiſhed filver money, at the legal, 
or par value by tale, and alſo guineas at thirey Al- 
lings, for which they iſſued their notes, payable 
on demand, which ' occaſioned them to be much 
preſſed, until they received out of the Mint a 
fufficient quantity of the new ſilver coin, to enable 
them to anſwer the daily demands made upon them 
for their outſtanding notes. Theſe diftreſſes obliged 
the Bank to make two different calls of twenty per 
cent. each, on their members in the year 1696, and 
to iſſue Bank ſealed-bills, bearing ſix per cent. in- 
tereſt in Exchange for Bank caſh- notes. Such was 
the diſtreſs of the times, that the Bank was obliged 
to call in all monies which they had advanced on 
mortgages, pawns, notes, bills, or other ſecurity. 
Theſe difficulties were greatly removed as ſoon ag 
the new coinage was completed; but the entire re- 
ſtoration of the credit of the Bank of England was 
effected by an act of parliament, commonly known 
by the title of the ſecond ſubſcription, or engraft- 
ing act; whereby an additional duty was laid on 
ſalt, and the other duties were extended to a longer 
term, in order to make up a general fund for paſt 
deficiencies. The ſubſcribers to the capital of one 
million two hundred thouſand pounds were paid 
their principal, and the intereſt which had been 
made thereby; and a new capital of five million 
one hundred and fixty thauſand four hundred and 
fifty-nine pounds fourteen ſhillings and nine-pence 
halfpenny, beſides the current ſervice of the year1697, 
| | was 
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was eſtabliſhed. The Bank was thereupon: enmpow 
ered to iſſue an additional number of notes, — | 
to the amount of this new. ſubſcription, and in 
caſe ſuch notes were not diſcharged upon demand, 
the Exchequer was ſubjected to the payment of 
them, out of the firſt money which ſnould become 
due to the Bank. The ſame act confirmed the 
charter granted to the Bank until the year 17 10, 
when, upon one year's notice given, it might be 
revoked. In a few months after this proviſion was 
made for the Bank, the ſtock which had before been 
greatly below par, ſuddenly roſe to one hundred 
and twelve, ſo that thoſe who had poſſeſſed them- 
ſelves of large quantities of Bank ſtock, when it 
was reduced to its loweſt ebb, gained immenſely in 
a very ſhort time. Whereby,” ſays Mr. Ander- 
ſon, © the greateſt eſtates were raiſed 1a the leaſt 
time, and the moſt of them, that had been known 
in any age, and in any part of the world. Sir Gil- 
bert Heathcot is ſaid to have gained thereby above 
ſixty thouſand pounds. 

Among the many projects about this. time in 
England, one took place which has preſerved its 
credit to our own times, viz. that commonly called 
the million-bank. It took its riſe from a ſet of 
London bankers who lent out money on pledges. 
Afterwards they agreed in partnerſhip to purchaſe 
tickets in king William's million lottery, in the 
year 1695 ; and from thence they were called the 
company of the million bank. Next they purchaſed 
many reverſtons of the four per cent. annuities, and. 
admitted many proprietors of annuities to purchaſe. 
their joint-ſtock, which amounted and ſtill amounts 
to five hundred thouſand pounds. They are no 
company by charter, but only a partnerſhip by deed, 
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enrolſed in Chancery, prior to the act of parliament 
againſt ſuch unincorporated partnerſhips, in the 
year 1721. They divided five per cent. yearly to 
3 proprietors, until Lady-day 1728, when they 
duced their annual dividend to four per cent #. 

- © During the ſummer of 1696, nothing of conſe- 
quence was performed at ſea, Lord” Berkley, who 
was appointed to the command of the fleet, ſailed 
on the 24th day of June, for the Bay of Biſcay. On 
the 3d day of July he appeared with his ſquadron be- 
fore the iſland of Groais, oppoſite to port L'Orient. 
Here they deſtroyed twenty villages, containing 
thirteen hundred houſes, and carried off a great 
number of horſes and black cattle, He then pro- 
ceeded to Houat and Hedic, which lay to the ſouth- 
eaſtward, and within a few leagues of the iſland of 
Belleiſle, which they laid waſte. At the ſame time 
Sir Martin Beckman was ſent to bombard the town 
of St. Martins, in che iſle of Rhe, the greateſt part 

of which he reduced to aſhes. On the 7th the 

ſquadron, which conſiſted of ten men of war, bom- 
barded Olonne, a town in Lower Picardy, which 

was ſet on fire in fifteen different places, with the 

ſhells and carcaſſes. Though theſe appear to have 
been enterprizes of ſmall import, yet it ought to be 

remembered, that they ſerved to keep the whole 
weltern coaſt of France in perpetual alarm; inſo- 

much that ſixty thouſand men were continually in 

arms for the defence of the maritime parts. | 

In che month of May rear-admiral Benbow ſailed 

with a ſmall ſquadron, in order to block up a fa- 

mous nayal partiſan of France, named Du Bart, in 
the harbour of Dunkirk ; but that adventurer found 

means to eſcape- in a fog, and ſteering north-eaſt- 

ward, attacked a fleet of Dutch ſhips 1n the Baltic, 
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which was eonvoyed by five frigates. The whole 
of the convoy he made prize of, together with near 
one half of the merchantmen; but on his return 
home with his captures, he fell in with the Dutch 
Baltic fleet outward bound, which had thirteen 
ſhips of the line for their convoy. As he was by no 
means a match for ſuch a force, he was compelled 
to burn four of the frigates, to turn the fifth a- 
drift, alſo ſeveral of his prizes, only fifteen of 
which he: kept, and brought ſafe into the harbour 
of Dunkirk. | 


= 
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The houſe of commons which met on the 20th 
day of October, entered into an enquity concerning 
the miſcarriages of the fleet, which was, chiefly 
aimed at the conduct of Sir George Rooke, who had 
received orders to intercept the I oulon ſquadron in 
its way to Breſt, he having wintered at Cadiz; but 
in this attempt he miſcarried. The commons, 
in a committee of the whole houſe, reſolved to en- 
quire, why this fleet was not intercepted? Rooke 


was examined at the bar of the houſe,” and called 


upon to produce his journal, together with, the in- 
ſtructions he received from the admiralty, and the 
letters which had been written to him from thence. 
The admirals Shovel and Mitchell were likewiſe ex- 
amined, but no imputation being fed upon the 
commander in chief, the affair dropped. The 
houſe afterwards voted the ſum of two million 
three hundred ſeventy-two thouſand one hundred 
and ninety- ſeven pounds, for the maintenance of 


forty thouſand ſeamen, two marine regiments, the 


ordinary of the navy, and the charge of the regiſtry 
of ſeamen. 


Whilſt theſe tranſactions paſſed in Europe, the 
French ſent out a ſquadron of force under the com- 
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mand of the Sicur Pointis, who had on board a con- 
fderable' number of land forces, for the Weſt Indies, 
who ſailing to Carthagena, made himſelf maſter of 
that important place, with the wealth which was 
lodged in it, amounting,” by the French account, to 
8,008,000 of crowns, but the Spaniards acknow- 
ledged no ſuch loſs, the ſilver having been prvioully 
removed to a place of ſecurity*: Pointis having de- 
Foyed the fortifications, bore away for the Straits 
6f Bahama. On the -22d day of May he fell in 
with the Engliſh and Dutch fleets, commanded by 
Nevil; and one of Pointis's fly-boats was taken; but 
he made ſhift to eſcape, althopgh purſued during five 
days, in which chace the Engliſh and Dutch rear- 
admirals Tprang their fore-top-maſts, and received 
i much damage, that they were obliged to ſteef 


for” Carthagena to refit. Nevil found the place 


aberdoned of its inhabitants, who, after the depar- 
tore of Pointis, had been a ſecond time rifled by 
the Buccaneers, who - complained that the Fren 

had defrauded” them of their ſhare of the plunder, 
whieh was really the caſe; for Pointis had behaved 
to thoſe freebooters, who did him eſſential ſer- 
viee in reducing the place, with great injuſtice when 
it was taken. On the 6th day of June, when vice- 
ad miral Nevil had been fix days at Carthagena, he 
diſcovered eight ſail of Buccaneers cloſe under the 
ſhore; whereupon a detachment was ſent to deſtroy 


them.” "Two they forced on ſhore, other two they 


took, and the reſt eſcaped. The 'vice-admiral 
then directed his courſe to Jamaica; Sir William 
Beeſton, the governor, ſuggefted to the commander, 
that as the French fleet had made good their eſ- 
eape, the only important ſervice hich remained 
for him to render, was the deſtruction of that neſt 
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of pirates which iſſued from the port of Petit- 
Guavas, on the iſland of St. Domingo. On the 
22d day of June, 1697, fear-admiral Meeze was 
ſent wich nine ſhips of war aguinſt this place, which 
he ſurprized, ſet on fire, and totally deſtroypd. 
Nevil then proceeded to the Havannah, havi 
under his cohvoy the Jamaica fleet. His de 
was to take the Spaniſh gallecnhs under his ptotee- 
tion, in their voyage to Europe, but the governor 
of Cuba, and the general ef the galleons, doubrful 
of the Engliſh' adtmiral's Tincerity, with great civi- 
lity refuſed admirting his fert into the haven, and 
putting the plate ficer under his protection. In- 
deed it dots: not appear how a vicerey, without 
poſitive orders from his court, could be jaſtiſtedl 
in placing ſuch an imphicit confidence in any ally; 
for if Nevil's fleet had been admitted into the har. 
bour, the place of the greateſt confequence to Spath - 
of any in the Weſt· Indies, and the richeſt fleet of 
that age, having fifty millions on board“, would 
have been entirely at che merey of their protector. 
Vice-admiral Nevil then proceeded to Virginia, 
devoured with chagrin at the treatment he had re- 
ceived from the Spaniards, and chat his expedition 
had proved To ineffectual, by the efeape of the 
French fert. This ſtate of mind concurimg with 
the influente vf the climate, threw him into aheRic 
fever, of which he died at Virginia, on the 27th 
day of Auzuft following. Rear-admiral Meeze 
died ſome Weeks before him, ſo that the command 
of che ſquadron devolved upon captain Robert 
Dilkes, who brought the fleet ſaſe to England on 
the 24th day of October, in a ſhattered condition, 
half manned, and without prizes, to the cxireme 
difappointment-'of the nation, who had reckoned - 

,  * Campbell's Naval Hiſtory, Vol. III. p. 216. 
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on the acquiſition of wealth and glory, by this ex- 
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la the mean time the Sieur Pointis, after he had 
diſengaged himſelf from the Engliſh fleet, which 
hung on his rear, directed his courſe to the banks 
of Newfoundland, and entered Conception bay, at 
the time that a ſtout Engliſh ſquadron lay at anchor 
in the adjoining bay of St. John, under the com- 
mand of commodore Norris. This officer being 
informed of the arrival of a French fleet, concluded 
it to have been diſpatched from France under M. 
Neſmond, in order to attack him. Soon after, he 
received full information concerning the enemy 

he thereupon called a council of war, compoſed of 
the land as well as the nayal officers, wherein it 
was debated, whether he ſhould attack the enemy, 
or remain in port. All the land officers, who were 
eleven in number, were againſt making the attack; 
the ſea officers, who numbered thirteen, were di- 
vided in their opinion, five agreed with the land 
officers, not to ſail out againſt the, enemy; eight, 
among whom was the commodore, adviſed an im- 
mediate attack on the French, who lay negligently 
at anchor, without any apprehenſion of the danger 
which awaited them. The majority of eighteen to 
eight over- ruled a meaſure, which bid fair ſor ren- 
dering eminent ſervice. to the kingdom. Norris 
bad been ſent out with ſome land forces to recover 
Hudſon's Bay; thoſe who oppoſed fighting the 
French, therefore, gave for reaſon, that as they 
were ſent upon another ſervice, they ought not to 
run unnecęſſary hazards. In conſequence of this 
reſolution, Pointis was permitted to proceed on his 
voyage to Europe; but he had not yet eſcaped every 
danger. . On the 4th, day of Auguſt, 1696, he fell 
in with a ſquadron commanded by commodore Har- 
low, and an obſtinate engagement enſued ; = 
ot £1 when 
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when: night came on the French bore away, and 
the next day made the harbour of Breſt in ſaſety; 
baving weathered as many dangers as any ſqua- 


dron that ever put to ſea. The people of Eng- 


land could not underſtand how a fleet of foul ſhips,” 
returning from a long voyage, during which they 
had found no opportunity of careening, ſhould 
outſail am Engliſh ſquadron which had juſt put to 
ſea . The admiralty declared themſelves ſatisfied; 
cc hut,“ ſays biſhop Burner, that board was ac- 
euſed of much partiality, and to outward appear- 
ance, there was much room given either to cenſure 
the orders, or the execution of them f.“ The king 
owned he did not underſtand maritime affairs; and 
Ruſſel, now created earl of Orford, had the entire 
direction both of the admiralty and navy-boards : 
ſo that his power was almoſt equal to that of a lord 
high-admiral. It was generally ſuppoſed, that there 
was much corruption, as it was certain there was 
much faction, if not treachery, in the condu@'of 
our marine 1. The houſe of lords however, ſome 
time after, entered upon an enquiry, why the fleet 
under Norris did not attack the French ſhips com- 
manded by Pointis? and after taking a full view 
of the evidence, reſolved, that the not going out 
to fight Pointis, upon the ſeveral intelligences given, 
was a very high miſcarriage, to the great diſſervice 
of the king and kingdom ; and farther, that the 


The following advertiſement appeared on Thurſday, Sept. 23, 
1697, in the Loudon Gazette, No. 332 5. 7 | 

« Admiralty Office, Sept. 21. hereas, the right honourable the 
lords commiſſioners of the admiralty, did receive a letter by the poſt, 
figned A. B. which contains ſeveral things relating to the late action of 
captain Harlow : theſe are to give notice, that if the perſon who writ 
the ſaid letter, will apply himſeif to one ot the ſecretaries of the admi- 
ralty, his name ſhall not be made known, without his own content, and 
he Gal likewiſe be rewarded, and preferred by their lordſhips. 


„ WILLIAM BRIDGEMAN.'? 
+ Burnet's own Times. t Idem. | 
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Joining the land- forces in the council of war, was 
qne occaſion of ſuch miſ carriage. 

The operations by ſea and land, during the ſum- 
mer of 1697, were ſeeble and unimportant. All 
the powers of Europe, grown weary, of this tedious 
and exhayſting ſtruggle, were well inclined to 
hearken to terms of peace. King William left 
Kenſington on the 24th, day of April, 1697, and in 
three days arrived at the Hague. The advances 
made towards a peace, at the cloſe of the preceding 
ſummer, were improved in the winter. The king 
had named in the month of December, three ple- 
nipotentiaries to negociate a treaty : the French 
king had appointed two perſons, in the like capa» 
city, to be joined to Callieres, wha had long car- 
ried on a negociation at the Hague. The emperor, 
and the court of ne threw various ohjections in 
the way; but theſe being at length overruled by 


e 
the reſt of the allies, a congreſs was agreed to be 
ned, under the mediation of Charles XI. king 
Sweden; that prince dying in the mean time, 
the office of mediator was transferred to his ſon, 
Charles XII. a youth of no more than fifteen years 
of age, who, as Voltaire juſtly obſerves, was re- 
puted an hero, at an age when others have nat fi- 
niſhed their education. The ambaſſadors of the 
belligerent powers met on the gth day of May, at 
a houſe belonging to the king of England, in the 
neighbourhood of Ryſwick, a village ſituated be- 
tween Delt and the Hague. l he maritime powers 
were now abſolutely under the direction of the king 
of England, who had all along been the life and 
ſoul of the confederacy; and he had ſcarce any 
thing to ſertle with France, except her acknowledg- 
ment of his right to the throne of England. Louis 
the Fourteenth therefore, who had reſtored to the 
Spaniards all he had taken near the Pyrenees, in the 
N late 
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late war; as alſo Lamembourg, Mons, Ath, and 
Caurtrai, in Flanders, agreed to acknowledge 
Willizm as lawful king of England; hitherto ſtyled 
only prince of Orange, and accounted an uſurper: 
he promiſed likewiſe to give no aſſiſtance to his ene · 
mies. James, who was not even mentioned in the 
treaty, remained at St. Germain's, living on the 
empty title of king, and a penſion from Lovis. 
He ſent nothing now againſt bis rival but manifeſ- 
toes; his protector was obliged to ſacrifice him, and 
he was already forgotten in Europe ®. Indeed, that 
prince had ceaſed to expect aid from France, ever 
ſince his diſappointment in the projected invaſion 
of the preceding year. He flattered himſelf, in his 
loſt condition, with other hopes; he was affured 
from England, that William was in a declining 
ſtate of health, having a droplical habit of body, 
and that his diflolution feemed to advance with 
haſty ſtrides. * James had farmed a new ſcheme upon 
the event of his ſan · in- law's death. He reſolved to 
return to England, thaugh three men ſhould not 
follow him, and ta throw himſelf on the gopd-nature 
of the Engliſh nation. © It could not enter into 
his mind,” he ſaid, © that the people of England 
would treat him with indignities ;“ and he looked 
upon the majority as well attached to his interefts, 
The hopes which James had formed, upen the 
ſpeedy death of William, were dalhed from a 
varter, where no cheek to his views was then 
— The princeſs of Denmark had, for ſix years, 
maintained a correſpondence with her father, in 
which the gave him ſtrong aſſurances of her duty, 
and expreſſed her contrition for having deſerted his 
intereſts. The ill ſtate of king William's keetth 
had now awakened her ambition, and opened to her 


* Voltaire. Life of king d, i 4, 2 
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am alluring proſpect of a crown. She wrote to her 
father upon the ſubject, and defired to know his 
pleaſure, whether he would permit her to aſcend the 
throne, according to the act of ſettlement, ſhould 
the prince of Orange, ſo ſne called king William, 
happen to die? She accompanied this requeſt with 
expre ſſions of duty, and a ſeeming readineſs to make 
reſtitution, when opportunity ſhould: ſerve. She 
inſinuated, that ſhould he refuſe to accede to this 
expedient, conſidering the preſent diſpoſition of 
the kingdom, he would remove himſelf farther 
from the hopes of recovering his throne. The 
ſceptre, ſhe ſaid, would fall into worſe hands, out of 
which it could not be ſo eaſtly recovered. This 
reaſoning of the princeſs” was too refined for the 
temper of her father. He told his friends, that 
though he could ſuffer injuſtice, he could never be 
perſuaded to give it countenance: he knew, he ſaid, 
that of all reſtitutions, none is harder to make than 
that of a crown: he however excuſed himſelf to his 
daughter; and his declared adherence to the reſo- 
lution of placing himſelf in the hands of his former 
ſubjects, put an end to the propoſal'*, 

In order to traduce the character of king William, 
the manuſcript memoirs of king James the Second, 
preſerved in the Scotch college at Paris, have been 
ranſacked, and an interpolation in the text foiſted 
in, on purpoſe to lodge a charge of the molt in- 
credible, as well as the baſeſt nature: namely, that 
he ſtipulated privately with Louis XIV. when the 
treaty at Ryſwick was ſet on foot, that the 3 | 
ſon of James ſhould ſucceed to the crown of Eng- 
land, after the death of William. It is farther 
ſaid, that James himſelf, by rejecting the propoſal, 
prevented the accompliſhment of the deſign f. The 


* Macpherſon, Vol. II. p. N. I Life of James the Second, 
in Macpherſon's State Papers, Vol. I. p. 266. 
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enemies to king William the Third, inothis attack 
upon his character, have really counte racted their 
purpoſe by their unguarded zeal to effect it: the 
uniform tenor of William's life, teltified-a mind; 
attached from principle to the proteſtant intereſts, 
and the liberties of mankind; if he was hot on good 
terms with the princeſs Anne, it was owing to the 
ſecret correſpondence ſhe: maintaided with her fa+ 
ther; but ſhe had a ſon, a youth of expectations, 
for the training of whom for the ſueceſſion to the 
crown, the king diſcoyered great ſolicitude: the 
ſituation of England and France, when the treaty 
of Ryſwick took place, did not require ſuch a con- 
ceſſion from the former; and when Louis gave up 
ſo readily the intereſts of the father, can it he ſups 
poſed that he ſhould be tenacious af thoſe of the 
ſon? When he acknowledged the prince af Orange 
king of England, he admitted the daran of Eng- 
land to be elective, not hereditary. But if we 
were for a moment to ſuppoſe, that William was 
all along inſincere in his profeſſions, we muſt ſups 
poſe his folly equal to his hypocriſy, before we can 
admit this fact. Had he undertaken to altar the 
ſucceſſion in favour of a ſon of James, he would 
have defperately.riſked both his reputation and his 
quiet, by endeavouring to undo all that the legiſla- 
ture had done to ſettle the important buſineſs of 
the ſucceſſion. He might as well have attempied to 
annul the bill of rights, or to have revived the dif 
penſing power of the crown. In ſhort, the king of 
England had no ſuch influence over his parliament, 
and he, knew it. 5741 4 4960 Aus 
It is really alarming, to fee the very artful means 
that have, been of late uſed to undermine the xepur 
tation of the greateſt political characters, hd 
this country, or any other, ever produced.—A book 
is publiſhed, profeſſing the warmeſt eſteem for tha 
447 character 
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character of kiag William, and a beatty apptoba - 
tion of the meaſures whieh brought about the te- 
volution 3 but wherein moſt of the great men who 
had ſtruggled bard in the cauſe of liberty; during 
the diſgraceful 'reign of Charles the Second, are 
proved to have been deſtitute of that Intepfity and 
patriotiſm for which they are celebrated: which 
proof is drawn from the deſpatches of a French mi- 
niſter, whom Voltaire deſcribes as a than of plea- 
ſure, and better qualified to intrigue with the king's 
miſtreſſes, than to negociate with politicians ! *— 
A year of two after this publication appeared, the 
plan of detraction which id ſet on foot was brought 
forward by a more hardy agent; in a more overt- 
act. His blow is directly aimed at the character of 
king William; whilft perhaps truths ate brought to 
light, reſpecting the conduct of many ſtateſmen, 
who were conſpicuous in the public tramſactions of 
thoſe times, and whofe memories have not been con- 
ſecrated to unſullicd fame. Such proceedings ought 
to alarm every one who believes in the poſſibility, 
that men may be fincerely virtuous, and uncor- 
rupt patriots; whilſt every attempt to reſolve all 
ſions to virtue and patriotiſm, into felf-in- 
tereſt and impoſture, mould meet the deteſtation of 
every honeſt man. Hic niger e; bunc tu Romane 
casio. « 
The emperor of Germany was the only potentate 
leagued in rhe grand confederacy, who continued to 
ſhow a hoſtile diſpeſition. His backwardnefs to 
peace proceeded from the ſucceſs of his arms in 
Hungary, under prince Eugene of Savoy; who, 
on che 11th day of September, totally defeated the 
Turks at Zenta, a ſmall village on the weftern banks 
of the Theyfle, in the kingdom of Hungary. To 


„ Siecle de Louis quatorze, chap. 14. See the ſecond volume of this 
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the ſpirit and conduct of this commander, the com- 
plete victory which the Imperialiſts obtained is to 
be aſcribed. The ſlaughter, rather than the fight, 
laſted from ten in the morning till late att night; 
The two preceding ages, though remarkable. for 
battles, had not produced ſo bloody a combat. 
The Ottomans, broken by the enemy in the front. 
were at the ſame time attacked in the rear. In leſs 
than an hour after the firſt gnſet; reſiſtance was- at 
an end on the fide of the Turks; but the reſt f 
the day was ſpent in butchery and blood. All en- 
deavoured to gain a bridge, which opened a com- 
munication with the oppoſite ſhore of the river, 
and was the only paſſage through which to retreat; 
but it was rendered impaſſable by the heaps of ſlain. 
To eſcape the fury of the ſword, thouſands threw 
themſelves into the river, and were drowned. 
Thirty thouſand were ſaid to lie dead on the field, 
before night afforded ſafety to a few fugitives, [The 
Turkiſh/.camp, the ſultan's magnificent pavilion, 
the ſtores, the proviſions, the ammunition, all the 
cannon and baggage, fell into the hands of the vic- 
tor. The grand vizier was killed; the ſeal of the 
empire taken; the aga of the janiſſaries, and twenty- 
ſeven baſhaws, were found among the ſlain, Never 
was victory more complete. Kern voarlt 90s 
The peace had been ſigned on the xoth day of 
September, by all the parties in the war except the 
emperor, and he acceded to it on the 20th day of 
October. | | 5 4 
King William having finiſhed this important 
tranſaction, returned to England about the middleaf 
November, and was received in London amidſt-the 
acclamations of the people, who now again hailed 
him as their deliverer. | 194415448 
The peace of Ryſwick gave the greateſt ſatisfac- 
tion to the nation in general, and to the trading 
Vol. III. E. | part 
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part in particular: that it did ſo, may appear from 
cke numerous addreſſes of thanks and congratula- 
tion, which were ſent up from all parts of the 
Kingdom to felicitate his majeſty upon that occa- 
ſion, and to expreſs their juſt ſenſe of being deli- 


vered from the burthen and expence of ſo bloody 


and deſtructive a war. Neither ought it at all to 
abate the merit of this treaty, that the French ſtruck 
medals, magnifying their ſucceſs in the war, and 
deſcribing themſelves as a match for all the 
| Teſt of Europe; ſince if they had really been fo 
victorious, and had gained ſuch advantages, the 
wonder was, that they ſhould ſtoop to ſuch a peace. 
But though it may be true, that in many reſpects 
the French had the advantage in this war, yet un- 
doubtedly they foreſaw they were unable to ſupport 
ſo vaſt an expence as it brought upon them.; and 
as their weakneſs increaſed much faſter in propor- 
tion than that. of the maritime powers, this, in a 
few campaigns, would have quite changed the face 
of things, and either brought on the total ruin of 
France, or obliged her to make peace upon ſtill 
worle terms than were demanded now. 
It muſt therefore be allowed, to the honour of 
this reign, and of this adminiſtration, that how- 
ever they managed the war, they gained by the 
peace, all, and indeed more than could be expect- 
ed. By the fifth article, a free commerce and 
navigation were - reſtored between. the ſubjects of 
both kings. By the ſeventh, all places taken du- 
Ting the war, either in Europe or in America, were 
teſtored. As great care was taken of our allies, 
every thing was ſtipulated for them which, with any 
ſhew of juſtice, they could deſire; ſo that by the 
concluſion of this treaty, the general peace of Eu- 
rope was re-eſtabliſhed, and we were left at full li- 
berty to improve the advantage afforded * 
| IT or 
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for rectifying what was amiſs in the domeſtic/ c- 


nomy, for extending commerce, and lightening the 


burdens of the people. Foun: 

The king opened the ſeſſion of parliament on che 
3d day of December, 1697, and in the ſpeech which 
he delivered on that occaſion he aſſerted, that the 
naval force of England was then near double to what 
it was at his acceſſion y ũ . 10688 

About this time, Peter, czar of Muſcovy, re- 
ſolved to viſit foreign countries, for the improve- 
ment of. his own dominions. This extraordinary 
legiſlator, who was a ſtrange compound: of heroiſm 
and barbarity, conſcious of the defects in his edu- 


# Chandler's Debate. 
+ The loſs ſuſtained by the French |) Thi loſ ſuſtained by the Enghth 


in their navy, during the war, in their navy, during the war; 
from the year 1688 to 1697, ap- from the year 2688 to 1697. 
_ © pears to have been as follows : | * 
No. of Ships. Force. Totalof Guns. No, of Ships. Force, Total of Ons, 
- of 104 Guns. , 208 1 of 79 Guns. 70 
L 0-6 90 WE ES 
3 of 76 228 1 0% 46 46 
1 of 74 74 329 126 
1 of 70 70 3 of 36 108 
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s of 32 160 CC" -- * 
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1 of 26 26 — | — 
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3 4 - 60 
F: 07” 8 08 The number of Guns on board 
2 2 20 15 || the French ſhips which were either 
2 of 4 80 taken or burnt, more than in the 
: of 95 6 Englith, were 1132, and moſt of 
29 them much ſuperior in the weight - 
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cationg.and-of the groſs ignorance that overſpread 
his dominions, reſolved; to extend his ideas, and 
improve his judgment by travelling; and that he 
might be-the:lefs;reſtrifted! by ſorms, or interrupted 
hy ofñ cious curioſity, he determined to travel in 
diſguiſe; He was extremely ambitious of becom - 
jag a maritime: power, and in particular, of main- 
taing a fleet in the Black Sea; and his immediate 
aim was to learn the principles; of ſhip-buildiog. 
He had appointed an embaſſy for Holland, to regu- 
late ſome points of commerce with the States- gene · 
ral, and intruſting the care of his dominions to per- 
ſons in whom he could confide, he diſguiſed him- 
ſelf, and travelled as one of the retinue in his own 
embaſſy. He firſt diſcloſed himſelf to the elector 
of Brandenburgh in Pruſſia, and afterwards to king 
Yham, with whom he conferred in private at 


Utrecht. He engaged himſelf as a common la- 


bourer with a ſhip-carpenter in Holland, whom he 


ſerved, for ſome months, with wonderful. patience 


and aſſiduity: he afterwards viſited England, where 


_ he-amvuſed himſelf chiefly with the ſame kind of 


occupation. From thence he ſet out ſor Vienna, 
where receiving advices from his dominions, that 
his ſiſter was concerned in managing intrigues 
againſt his government, he returned ſuddenly to 
Moſcow, and found the machinations of the con- 
ſpirators were already baffled by the vigilance and 


fidelity of the foreigners to whom he had left the 


care of the adminiſtration, His ſayage. nature, 
however, © broke out upon this occaſion: he ordered 
ſome hundreds to be hanged all round his capital; 

and a good. number were beheaded, he. himſelf, 
with bis own hand; performing the office of exe- 


cutioner * * 


* Smollet's Hiſtory of England, Vol. IX. p. 141. d 
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The foreign trade of France continued to lan- 
guiſh after the peace. Holland reaped much more 
benefit with her trade from France, than England 
did, or could. The latter had been accuſtomed, 
before the war broke out to make large remit- 
tances to France in ſpecie, for wines, brandies, pa- 
per, ſtuffs, linen, hats, ſilks, and many other things, 
beſides the merchandize exported thither; ſo that 
the balance of trade was always in favour of France. 
No ſooner therefore was peace reſtored, than com- 
miſſioners were ſent over to London, with powers 
to regulate the trade between the two nations. 
Theſe agents found inſurmountable difficulties in 
proſecuting their buſineſs, not only on account of 
the high duties laid by the Engliſh parliament on 
French goods, which were rendered permanent by 
being applied to various uſes; but likewiſe becauſe 
the Engliſh, during the late long war, had learnt to 
do without the merchandize of France, and the 
channel of trade was, in many reſpects, entirely 
altered. The Engliſh merchants ſupplied the na- 
tion with wines from Italy, Spain, and Portugal; 
with linens from Holland and Sileſia; the French 
refugees ſettled in England, now manufactured pa- 
per, ſtuffs, filks, and hats. France likewiſe had 
not abated, in the leaſt, of thoſe high duties on 
Engliſh manufactures, which, in effect, amounted 
to a prohibition of them; it was not therefore poſ- 
ſible for France and England to conclude any tarif, 
or treaty of commerce together, which could be 
advantageous to the latter. 

Debates on the expediency of enlarging the ſtock 
of the Eaſt-India Company, employed the latter 
part of this long ſeſſion of parliament. The com- 
pany had obtained, in September 1694, a new 
charter, to the excluſion of the interlopers on their 
trade. Theſe interlopers, conſiſting of ſome capital 

merchants, 
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merchants, had been, for ſeveral ſeſſions, ſupported 
in their pretenſions by various votes of the commons, 
The old company, by the ſuggeſtions of ſome per- 
ſons in power, offered ſeven hundred thouſand 
pounds, at four per cent. for the ſervice of govern- 
ment, upon condition of having their own excluſive 
charter confirmed by an act of parliament. The 
other merchants, protected by Montague, chancellor 
of the Exchequer, propoſed to the houſe of com- 
mons, to advance two millions, at eight per cent. 
in conſideration of an excluſive trade, to be veſted 
in the ſubſcribers. A bill was ordered to be brought 
in upon this offer, for ſettling of the commerce to 
the Eaſt· Indies. The old company petitioned in 
vain againſt the bill in the lower houſe; they fol- 
lowed it to no purpoſe in the lords. The royal aſ- 


ſent was given on the 5th day of July; and ſuch, 


was the eagerneſs of the nation to employ their 


money in the ſtock of the new company, that the 


ſubſeription of two millions was filled in the ſpace 
of "three days. — Ar eps 1-4 

A reconciliation now took place between the king 
and the earl of Marlborough, who was appointed 

overnor of the duke of Glouceſter, and declared 
one of the lords-juſtices for the adminiſtration of 
government, during his majeſty's intended abſence 
abroad. ; w 

Freſh commotions in the ſouth of Europe already 
ſeemed brooding. Charles the Second, king of 
Spain, though in the flower of his age, was in fo 
declining a ſtate of health, that his death was viſi- 
bly approaching. A great diſpute therefore aroſe 
about dividing the ſpoils of this monarch. 

In the ſummer of the year 1698, king William 
went over to Holland, where a treaty of partition 
was concluded between England, France, and the 
States, concerning the ſucceſſion of the Spaniſh 

dominions, 
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dominions, when the king of Spain ſhould die. 
By this treaty, the kingdoms-of Naples and Sicily, 
with ſeveral other places, particularly thoſe on the 
French ſide of the Pyrenees, were to be given to 
the dauphin of France ; Spain, the Spaniſh Nether- 
lands, and their dominions in America, were to 
devolve to the electoral prince of Bavaria; and 
the dutchy of Milan to the archduke Charles, the 
emperor's ſecond ſon. In the beginning of the 
year 1700, a ſecond treaty was concluded, on oc- 
caſion of the death of the electoral prince of Ba- 
varia, whoſe ſhare was now aſſigned to the arch- 
duke Charles; and the duke of Lorrain, whoſe 
country was to be given to France, was to have 
the dutchy of Milan. King William's deſign in 
this treaty was, doubtleſs, to create a proper ba- 
lance of power in Europe; to prevent the too 
great aggrandizement of France, and a ruinous war; 
but he was only amuſed by the French king, who, 
though he himſelf propoſed this partition, had, at 
the ſame time, another deſign in view ; and made 
uſe of thiz treaty to accompliſh it: for the Spani- 
ards being enraged at having their monarchy thus 
diſmembered, without their conſent, Louis XIV. 
by his intrigues at the court of Madrid, under the 
pretence of preſerving the Spaniſh monarchy entire, 
brought the king of Spain to ſign a will, in which 
he made Philip, duke of Anjou, Lewis's grand- 
ſon, the ſole heir to all his dominions. W 
We have already glanced at the efforts made by 

the Scotch, under the direction of Paterſon, to 
eſtabliſh a colony on the Iſthmus of Darien ; it now 
becomes proper to ſpeak of that tranſaction more 
circumſtantially. The ſcheme was doubtleſs a very _ 
inviting one, and was liable to only one objection, 
namely, that it claſhed with the intereſts of all the 
colonizing and trading nations of Europe, ba 
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the deſign was firſt ſet on foot in 1695, three hun- 
dred thoufand pounds was ſubſcribed in a few days 


in England: the like ſum was. raiſed in Scotland. 


Such a capital was deemed equal to the accompliſh- 
ment of the deſign; but a doubt aroſe, whether the 
contributions from England would be permitted by 
the government to be made good. The projector 
therefore went to Amſterdam, where the project was 
much'reliſhed, and large ſubſcriptions would have 
been obtained, but the magiſtrates ſeeing its inter- 
ference with the intereſts of the ſtate, prohibited all 
ſubſcriptions thereto. Being diſappointed from that 


quarter, Paterſon went to Hamburgh, where he 


ſoon obtained two hundred thouſand pounds. 
A capital being now formed of eight hundred thou- 
ſand pounds, and farther aſſiſtance being reckoned 
upon from Scotland, if it ſhould be required, the 
company ſet about building ſhips, and providing 
every thing neceſſary for an eſtabliſhment of ſuch. 
importance. Preſently the parliament of England 
took the alarm; both houſes addreſſed the king, 
in which they ſet forth the prodigious loſſes Eng- 
land would fuſtain in her commerce and ſhipping, 
and conſequently the reduction of the royal revenue, 
if ſuch a ſettlement from Scotland was ſuffered to be 
founded. The houſe of commons alſo enquiring 
into the ſubſcriptions made in England, the ma- 
nagers thereof diſappeared, and two of them were 
impeached by that houſe. The firſt ſubſcription 
money was therefore repaid to the ſubſcribers, 
whereby three hundred thouſand pounds was at 
once cut off from this new company's capital. Sir 
Pavl Ricaut, 'the Engliſh miniſter at Hamburgh, 
exerted himſelf ſo effectually, as to put a ſtop to 
all ſubſcriptions being made there, ſo that two 
hundred thouland pounds more was withdrawn, 
after it had coſt thirty thouſand pounds to obtain 
| it. 
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it. The council-general and the court of directors 


olf the Scotch company, petitioned the king; ad- 


dreſſes were preſented to him from all parts of 
Scotland, 23 that he would aſſemble the 


Scotch parliament; and notwithſtanding no aſ- 


ſiſtance could be drawn from London, Amſter- 
dam, or Hamburgh, the Scotch raiſed among them- 
ſelves an additional one hundred thouſand pounds, 
ſo that the entire capital in Scotland, was four 
hundred thouſand pounds ſterling. I hey inſiſted 
that the country of Daricn, which they deter- 
mined to plant, was never planted nor ſettled by 
Spain, but was always under the independant go- 
vernment of its 6wn. Indian chiefs, who, for the 
molt part, were ever in a {tate of enmity with the 
Spaniards. Having thus, as they thought, eſtas 
bliſhed their right, they fitted out five ſtout ſhips; 
and ſent out one thouſand two hundred men, to- 
gether with all kinds of implements- for war and 
commerce. Theſe new ſettlers tailed from Scot+ 
land in the year 1698, among whom were many 
brave and experienced men, who had ferved jn the 
late war, and were diſmiſſed at the peace of Ryf+ 
wick. The ſame year they landed in Darien, and 
immediately erected a fort, and formed a plantation 
on a point of land, within which they found a fate 
and capacious harbour. They called their fort St, 
Andrew, and their intended town New Edinburgh, 
Recruits of two ſhips and three hundred men, at 
one time; and of four ſhips, and thirteen hundred 
men, at another time, with ſtores, were ſent after 
them, all which, together with ſeveral other. ſhips 
and ſupplies, met with misfortunes on their paſſage 
to Darien, which track of land they had now called 
Caledonia; exultingly calling their ſettlement the 
height of the world, as lying between the South Sea 


and the Atlantic Ocean, Their views were from the 
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firſt very towering, for they intended to make ſet- 
tlements on each fide the Iſthmus, on both ſhores, 
whereby they flattered themſelves, that they ſhould 
be beforehand with all the trading nations of Eu- 
rope; by being able to ſupply Peru and Mexico 
with whatever they wanted from Europe, and in re- 
turn ſupplying Europe with the treaſure and other 
produce of thoſe two rich empires. Great as theſe 
objects were, they did not bound the proſpects of 
this inſatiable company. From the port which they 
intended to open on the fide of the Iſthmus towards 
the South Sea, they propoſed carrying on a trade 
to Japan and China, which voyage might be per- 
formed in ſix weeks; and as the neck of land acroſs 
which the goods were to be conveyed, in order to 
be ſhipped for Europe, was no more than a few 
leagues in breadth, they computed that in four or 
five months, the valuable produce of the eaſtern 
extremity of the Indies might be tranſported to Ey- 
rope ; which would enable them to ſupply the market 
upon better terms than any of the Eaſt-India Com- 
anies that then exiſted, and who were obliged to 

etch a compaſs round the ſouthern extremity of 

Africa. | 

It is really ſurprizing that all theſe flattering 
conſiderations did not convince the adventurers 
that their ſcheme was impracticable, from the mag- 
nitude of the benefirs reſulting from-it; as it 
tended to inveſt the Scotch nation at once, with 
every commercial advantage, to- the prejudice of 
all Europe. But whilſt the rapacity of the adven- 
turers ſo hoodwinked their judgments, as to pre- 
vent their ſeeing the moſt obvious conſequences, 
all Europe united to cruſh this towering company 
in its outſet. The Spaniſh ambaſſador at London, 
preſented a very ſharp memorial to king William, 
againſt the Darien ſettlement, which he termed, 
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ce An inſult of the Scotch, in attempting to ſettle 
themſelves in the very heart of the Spaniſh domi- 
nions in America; and which his maſter therefore 
looked upon as a breach of the alliance ſubſiſting 
between the two crowns.” It was in vain for the 
Scotch to urge, in their defence, that they had at 
leaſt as good a right to ſettle in Darien, as the 
French had to ſettle on Hiſpaniola, and on the 
banks of the Miſſiſſippi; or the Dutch at Surinam; 
all which had been eſteemed parts of the Spaniſh 
dominions in America, and were generally ſur- 
rounded with Spaniſh colonies. The Dutch were 
no leſs active than the Spaniards in this buſineſs ; 
and the French foreſaw the ruin of their Weſt India 
commerce, which now began to be conſiderable, 
in the eſtabliſhment of this ſettlement : they there- 
fore offered their aſſiſtance to Spain, to drive the 
Scotch out of Darien, at the very time that they 
were founding a French colony inthe bay of Mexico, 
at the mouth of the great river Miſſiſſippi, which 
had always been conſidered as a part of Spaniſh 
Florida; and were extending the recent- footing 
they had gained on the itland of Hiſpaniola, 


which from the time of its firſt diſcovery by 


Columbus, until then, had been -in the hands of 
the Spaniards folely. The parliament and peo- 
ple of England were no leſs” ſolicitous about 
the deſtruction of the Scotch colony than foreign 
wers; ſo that the king was neceſſitated to ſend 
inſtructions in January 1698-9, to the governors 
of the ſeveral American colonies, ſtrictly to pro- 
hibit all correſpondence with the Scotch at Darien. 
The colonies of New England and New York were 
deſirous to aſſiſt this infant ſettlement, by ſupplying 
it with neceſſaries, as its ſucceſs would have opened 
a new and large market for their fiſh, corn, pork, . 
beef, butter, &c. but in the ſpring of the year 
11 1699, 
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1699, proclamations were publiſhed, ſtrictly pro- 
bibiting, under the ſevereſt penalties, the people's 
holding any correſpondence with, or giving, any 
kind of aſſiſtance to, the Scots at Darien. This was 
an unexpected and fatal blow to the new ſettlers. 
Jamaica and New York had till then afforded them 
a comfortable ſupply of neceſſaries, which being 
now at once withheld, drove the unhappy emigrants 
into defpair; and neceſſitated - them to abandon 
the colony on the 2oth day of June, 1699, after 
they had bravely defended it againſt troops of Spa- 
niards who had attacked it. From the miſeries 
which they ſuffered in conſequence of being thus 
proſcribed by government, it is generally aſſerted, 
that out of ſo many ſtout men who went thither, 
ſcarce a hundred returned to Scotland: but we are 
not to ſuppoſe that the reft periſhed ; as great num- 
bers, no doubt, gained ſome kind of ſetilement, 
either in the American continent, or in ſome one 
or other of the Weſt Indian iſlands ; as the Scots, 
in whatever quarter of the world they ſojourn, bear 
a ſtrong affection for their native country, without 
being anxiouſly impatient to return to it. h 
This diſaſter. greatly inflamed the Scotch parlia- 
ment and people againſt their ſouthern neighbours. 
The company petitioned the king for redreſs, whilſt 
they were endeavouring to repoſſeſs their colony, 
by ſending out ſhips thither with men and ſtores ; 
but this perſevering ſpirit was repreſſed by freſh pro- 
clamations being iſſued the latter end of the year. 
Some of the ſhips from Scotland, being driven 
by diſtreſs into the American ports, are faid to 
have been denied the refreſhments and aſſiſtance 
which they ſtood in need of; one of their ſhips, 
with a valuable cargo, being driven under the walls 


of Carthagena, was ſeized by the Spaniards, who 


had now blocked up the Scotch ſettlement both by 
3 2 
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ſea and land, and at length forced the few people 
that remained therein to ſurrender. King Wilkam, 
in his anſwer to the company's petition," expreſſed 
his concern at their loſs, declared himſelf aby 
ready to protect and encourage the coinmerte' of 
— He likewiſe recommended to the Eng- 
liſh houſe of lords, in anſwer to their addreſs, as the 
beſt expedient for healing the rancour of the minds 
of both nations, to unite them more completely, 
that after the two nations had been governed for 
near a hundred years under the ſame head, they 
might at length become one people, which he there 
fore earneſtly recommended to their conſideration; 
whereupon the lords paſſed a bill for an union, 
which, however, the commons at that time rejected. 
Paterſon, the projector of this tH-fated ſcheme, was 


- fo much regarded for his merit and public ſervices, 
that the houſe of commons in the year 1713, vored 


him eighteen thouſand two hundred twenty pounds 
ten ſhillings and ten-pence, in conſequence of the 
reſolutions of the houſe on the 4th day of March, 
1707. But to return to > the u of public affairs 
in Europe. 

The partition treaty, which had been entered 
into between England and France, by which the 
Spaniſh dominions were to be divided between the 
archduke Charles, and the dauphin of France, as 
ſoon as the reigning prince ſhould die, gave great 
umbrage io the court of Spain, and the marquis 
de Canailles, the Spaniſh ambaſſador, delivered a 
memorial upon that occaſion, couched in the moſt 
pointed terms of invective. William, on the re- 
ccipt of this infolent paper, directed his ſecre- 
tary Vernon, to fignify to that miniſter, that he 
muſt depart the kingdom in eighteen days, and at 
the ſam: gime ordered his ambaſſador at the court of 
Marid, to complain of the affront offered to his 

perſon. 
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perſon. The king of Spain hereupon avowed the 
conduct of his ambaſſador, and ordered the Engliſh 
miniſter to depart the kingdom within the ſame {pace 

of time. ele 
Theſe diſputes between William and Spain, nei- 
ther — nor retarded the ſecond treaty of par- 
tition, which that prince concluded the next year 
with France. His attention was not confined to 
the ſubject of the Spaniſh ſucceſſion, though the 
declining health of Charles the Second, threatened 
Europe with thoſe miſeries which it ſoon after ex- 
perienced. The king of England employed his 
good offices in ſuppreſſing a flame, which ſeemed 
ready to be kindled in the north. Chriſtian the 
Fifth, king of Denmark, dying on the 4th day of 
September 1699, was ſucceeded in the throne by 
his ſon Frederick the Fourth, who inheriting the re- 
ſentment, and purſuing the deſigns of his father 
againſt the duke of Holſtein Gottorp, began to 
make great preparations both by ſea and land, to 
reduce that prince to the terms which he preſcribed. 
The duke, on the other hand, had ſtrengthened his 
intereſt by a marriage with the princeſs-royal of 
Sweden ; he himſelf was commander in chief of the 
troops of that kingdom, and he had obtained a 
force from his brother-in-law, Charles the Twelfth, 
to reſiſt the attacks which might be made on him 
from Denmark. A private treaty had been entered 
into between the kings of -Denmark and Poland, 
the elector of Brandenburgh, and Peter Alexiowitz, 
czar of Muſcovy, by which it was agreed, to ſtrip 
the young Swediſh monarch of the moſt valuable of 
his territories, and particular diſtricts were therein 
aſſigned to each of the confederating powers. The 
king of Sweden finding himſelf thus beſet with ene- 
mies, addrefſed himſelf tro king William, and the 
States-general, as guarantees of the treaties * 
Or 
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for ſecuring the tranquillity of the north, by main» 
taining a proper balance of power. All attempts 
to break this northern alliance againſt Sweden, by 
remonſtrances, being found ineffectual, William 
determined on ſending a fleet into the north, which 
ſhould reaſon more forcibly than memorials or ma- 
nifeſtoes. It was then debated in council, whether 
this ſtep ſhould be taken by the crown, without 
adviſing with the parliament, or whether the matter 
ſhould be ſubmitted to their diſcuſſion ? On this 
point the miniſtry were divided, but the king's 
opinion determined the matter ; he ſaid, the execu- 
tive part of the government was lodged in his hands, 
and therefore he would maintain the national faith 
by adhering to treaties, and acquaint the parlia- 
ment therewith at their next meeting. A fleet of 
forty ſhips, Engliſh and Dutch, was therefore ſent 
into the Baltic, with fire-ſhips and bomb-veſlels, 
under the admirals Rooke and Allemonde, which 
arrived on the 2oth day of July, at the mouth of 
the Sound. The fleet of Sweden, commanded by 
the king in perſon, having joined the allies, the 
Daniſh ſhips retired under the guns of Copen- 
hagen. The king of Denmark was himſelf cooped 
up in Holſtein, by ſome Swediſh frigates cruiſing 
along the coaft, whilſt his capital was bombarded, 
though ineffectually, by the combined fleets of the 
allies. In this ſituation the active ſpirit of the 
young king of Sweden ſuggeſted to him the means 
of putting an end to the war, by one decifive ſtroke. 
He reſolved to beſiege Copenhagen by land, while 
the fleet blocked it up by ſea : he made a deſcent 
at. Humblebeek, oppoſite to Lanſcroon, and was 
himſelf. the firſt perſon who landed. Theſe vigo- 
rous meaſures accelerated the treaty that was then 
negotiating. When Sir George Rooke found the 
Danes ſeriouſly diſpoſed to treat, he refuſed to cover 
1 with 
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with his ſnips the operations of the Swediſh army, 
there being enough already done to ſecure a peace, 
which was ſigned on the 18th day of Auguſt, 1700; 
which left the king of Sweden at liberty to act 
againſt the czar and the king of Poland, who had 
both invaded his dominions at this juncture. Had 
the combined fleet acted as vigorouſly as the king 
of Sweden preſſed the admiral to do, the iſland of 
Zeeland muſt have been reduced, and, moſt proba- 
bly, the city of Copenhagen, which was more than 
the maritime powers aimed at, or thought it poli- 
tie to attempt. This ſpirit of moderation rendered 
the bombardment of little effect; and the Eng- 
liſh admiral did not ſcruple to confeſs it. Charles 
complained to him, that the Engliſh bombs flew 
over, and thoſe from the Dutch fell ſhort of the 
Daniſh: fleet, and that he wondered England and 
Holland - ſhould: ſend fo great a ſtrength. to do no- 
things To which Raoke replied; “ Sir, I was 
ſent thither to ſerve. your majeſty, but not to ruin 
the king of Denmark. © Then,” replied the king, 
ſmiling., You have certainly executed your com- 
miſſion, and have made war in ſuch a manner as will. 
rt mu mans 0 ni oc rd 
In the beginning of July 1700, the king went 
over again to Holland; and on the 29th of the ſame 
month, died the duke of Glouceſter, the only re- 
maining child of ſeven of the prince and princeſs of 
Denmark. He died of a malignant fever, in the 
eleventh year of his age. The king tenderly loved 
him, and had appointed the earl of Marlborough 
his : governor, and Burnet, biſhop of Saliſbury, his 
prectptor. His death was much lamented by the 


greateſt part of the nation; not only on account of 


his promiſing talents and gentle behaviour, but as 


_ .* Campbell's Lives of the Admirals, Vol. III. p. 266. 
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it left the ſucceſſion to the crown undetermined, 
and might create diſputes of fatal conſequence to 
r nn Te OE . 

Charles, king of Spain, dying towards the end 
of this year, the duke of Anjou was declared king 
of Spain, by his grandfather Louis XIV. And the 
French, at the ſame time, over- running the Spaniſh 
Netherlands, both king William and the States were 
obliged to own the duke of Anjou's title in order 
to gain time, till they were in a condition to oppoſe 
the deſigus of France. enen 

The king, who was an admirable 88 ſaw 
plainly; that the Spaniſh ſucceſſion, if it fell entirely 
into the hands of the houſe of Bourbon, would 


leave it abſolutely in their power to give law to the 


reſt of Europe, and to deſtroy that independeney ſo 
neceſſary to Great-Britain and Holland, which was 
ſecured by the balance that had hitherto been kept 
between that family and the houſe of Auſtria.” F 

ſaw too, that the ſenſe which other powers had of 
their particular grievances, and immediate danger 


from the power of the French king, afforded the 


means of combining ſuch a force, as might be 
able to bring that monarch to reaſon, and to con- 
ſent to ſuch an eſtabliſiment as would leave things 
in their former ſtate, and ſecure the ſeveral poten- 
tates of Europe in the poſſeſſion of their juſt rights. 
This induced him to engage reciprocally papiſts 
and proteſtants, to ſupport each others pretenſions; 
for by the grand alliance, Great-Britain and the 
States undertook to procure ſatisfaction to the pope; 
as on the other hand the emperor, and other catho- 
lic princes, ſtipulated to ſupport the proteſtant in- 
tereſt, and maintain the rights of the maritime 
powers in reſpꝛct to their commerce. This it was 
that made the whole a common cauſe; and though 
theſe articles expoſed the alliance to very popular 
Vor. III. | G objections 
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objections amongſt party- men at home and abroad, 
yet to perſons of judgment and ſagacity, of clear 
eads and candid hearts, nothing could recommend 
it more. In all confederacies the good of the whole 
muſt be regarded, and to this the particular views 
of the ſeveral princes and powers who compoſe it, 
mult give way; and therefore if, conſidering things 
in this light, the general alliance formed againſt 
France in 1701, was right and well-founded, all 
the cavils raiſed againſt it from the party-fpitit that 
prevailed here, were e ually frivolous and unjuſt. 
His majeſty, ſoon after his return from Holland, 
diſſolved the parliament; and, at the ſame time, to 
pleaſe thoſe now diſtinguiſhed by .the name of the 
church- party, made ſome alterations in the miniſtry ; 
having. firſt called up to the houſe 'of lords Charles 
Montague, by the title of earl of Halifax. The new 
arliament meeting in February 1701, the king, in 
bis ſpeech, mentioning the death of the duke of 
Glouceſter, recommended a farther. proviſion. in the 
proteſtant line after his death, and that of the prin- 
cefs Anne. The jacobites had openly exulted in 
an event, which they imagined would remove the 
incipal bar to the acceſſion of the ſor of James: 
the proteſtants generally turned their eyes upon 
the princeſs Sophia; and on the 12th of June 1501, 
his majeſty paſſed the famous act far the farther li- 
mitation of the crown, and. better ſecuring the 
rights and. liberties of the ſubject, by which the 
crown was limited to the above princeſs. Sophia, 
eleQtoreſs-Dowager of Hanover, and her proteſtant 
heirs. She was D of king James I. 
by his daughter Elizabeth, queen of Bohemia, and 
the mother of the elector of Brunſwick, afterwards 
king of Great Britain. „ir 
When the reſolution was once formed to have re- 


courſe again to arms, in order to preſerve the 3 
0 


= 


F 0” TT ET IT I I 


' ſenſible of the ill conſequences that 


Cnar. II.] or GREAT: BRITAIN, gr 


of power, the firſt care was taken of the fleet, which 
his majeſty reſolved ſhould be much ſuperior to 
that of the enemy; his — 22 — extremely 
| ollowed the 
want of this ſalutary precaution at the beginning of 
the laſt war. Preparatory to this was the new com- 
miſſion of the admiralty in the fpring of the year 
1701, at the head of which was placed the earl of 
Pembroke, a man univerſally beloved and eſteemed. 
The command of the fleet was very judiciouſly be- 
ſtowed upon Sir George Rooke, who, on the ad of 
July, went an board the Triumph in the Downs, 
where he hoiſted his flag. He ſoon after ſailed to 
Spithead, where he was quickly joined by the reſt 
of the fleet, conſiſting of forty-eight ' ſhips of the 
line, beſides frigates, fire-ſhips, and ſmall veſſels. 
He had under hum ſome of the greateſt ſeamen of 
the age, viz. Sir Cloudeſley Shovel, Sir Thomas 
Hopſon, John Benbow, Eſq; and Sir John Munden; 
he was ſpeedily joined by fifteen Dutch men of 
war of the line, beſides frigates and ſmall veſſels, 
under the command of  lieutenant-admiral Alle- 
monde, vice-admiral Vandergoes, and rear-admirab 
Waeſſenare. The fleet waited at St. Helens until 
the middle of Auguſt, for want of proviſions; and 
when it put to ſea, the wind blew in a few hours ſo 
high, that the admiral was obliged to run into 
Torbay. Towards the latter end of the month 
he ſailed again; and on the 2d of September he 
detached yice-admiral Benbow with a ſtout ſqua- 
dron for the Weſt-Indies; and as this was the prin- 


cipal buſineſs of the fleet, and indeed a thing of it= 


ſelf of the higheſt importance, the admiral detached 

a ſtrong ſquadron of Engliſh hips, under the com- 

mand of Sir John Munden, and ten ſail of Dutch 

men of war, ' beſides. frigates, under rear-adiniral 

Waecſſenare, to ſee mY Weſt-India ſquadron well 
2 


into 
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into the ſea. The French expected that this fleet 
would have actually proceeded to the Mediterra- 
nean; and indeed, to confirm them in this belief, 
we had demanded the free uſe of the Spaniſh har- 
bours: but this was only to conceal things, and to 
gain an opportunity of ſending a ſquadron early to 
the Weſt- Indies, without putting it in the power of 
the French to gain any exact account of its ſtrength: 
the admiral after performing this, cruized accord- 
ing to his inſtructions for ſome time, and then re- 
turned, with the largeſt ſhips, into the Downs. 
After this fleet was ſent to ſea, his majeſty thought 
proper to revoke his letters-patent to the commiſ- 
ſioners of the admiralty, and to appoint the right 
honourable Thomas earl of Pembroke and Mont- 

ome y, lord high-admiral of England and Ite- 
and; and of the foreign plantations. The deſign 
of this promotion was, to be rid of the diſadvantages 
attending a board: and this end it anſwered per- 
fectly well; for his lordſhip immediately ſent away 
captain Edmund: Loades to Cadiz, to bring home 
the ſea ſtores,” and the merchant's effects, before the 
war broke out; as alſo two hulks that had been left 
in that harbour from the time of the laſt war, for 
the greater conveniency of careening our ſhips 
which remained in that port. This the captain, 
with his ſmall ſquadron, conſiſting but of three 
frigates, effectually performed. His lordſhip alſo 
took the like care of our trade in other parts; and 
by his extraordinary prudence, remarkable pati- 
ence, and being very eaſy of acceſs, gave much 
more ſatisfaction both to the merchants and to the 
officers of the fleet, than any of the boards of 
admiralty,” ſince they were firſt introduced, had ever 
done. it) 17 $1 447 p 'F - rg "7 (248 10 b a 
Whilſt the aſpect of affairs menaced Europe with 
all the horrors of war, a triple alliance was con- 
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cluded at the Hague, between the emperor" of 
Germany, the king of England, and the 'republic 
of Holland“. The tendency of this treaty, ' was 
to ſecure to the emperor the Spaniſh ſucceſſion; and 
to the maritime powers their dominions and com- 
merce. It was thereby ſtipulated, that the parties 
engaged in this treaty, ſhould uſe their endeavours 
for recovering the Spaniſh Netherlands, as a barrier 
between Holland and France; and the duchy ot 
Milan, Naples, and Sicily, with the lands and iſlands 
on the coaſt of Tuſcany, belonging to the Spaniſh 
dominjons ſhould be attacked for the emperor. 
It was farther. agreed, that the king of England, 
and the States-General, ſhould keep and poſſeſs 
whatever ſettlements they might wreſt from the Spa- 
niards in the Weſt Indies: that the confederates 
ſhould faithfully communicate their deſigns to one 
another: that no one power ſhauld treat of peace 


or truce, but jointly with the reſt: that they ſhould 
concur in preventing the union of France and 


Spain under the ſame government, and hinder the 
French from poſſeſſing the Spaniſh Indies: that in 
concluding a peace, the confederates ſnould pro- 
vide for the maintenance of the commerce carried 
on by the maritime powers, to the dominions which 
might be taken from the Spaniards, and ſecure the 
ſtates by a barrier: that they ſhould at the ſame 
time aſſiſt each other with all their forces, in caſe 
of being invaded by the French king, or any other 
potentate, on account of this alliance: that a de- 
ſenſive alliance ſhould remain with them even after 
the peace: that all kings, princes, and ſtates, ſnould 
be at liberty to engage in this alliance. They de- 
termined to employ two months to obtain by ami- 
cable means, the ſatisfaction and ſecurity which they 

* 7th September, 1701. 11 ; 

. ' © demanded, 


5+ NAVAL HISTORY {(Boox Iv. 


demanded, and ſtipulated that within fix weeks the 
treaty ſhould be ratified. The elector of Branden- 
burg and duke of Pruſſia, for the ſervices which he 
had rendered the common intereſts of the German 
empire, and the grand alliance thus formed againſt 
France, the common enemy of the liberties of Eu- 
rope, was by the intereſt of his kinſman, kin 
William, acknowledged by moſt of the princes _ 
ſtates of Europe, as king of Pruſſia. 

On the 16th of September, this fame year, 
the late unhappy king James the Second died at St. 
Germaine in France; and thereupon the French 
king having declared his pretended ſon to be king 
of the Britiſh realms, in direct violation of the 
peace of Ryſwick, lord Mancheſter, . the Engliſh 
ambaſſador, was inſtantly recalled from France, 
and the French ambaſſador ordered forthwith to 
leave London; but no formal declaration of war 
enſued *, | 

The king of England howeyer determined to take 
the field early in the next fpring, and fettled with 
the United Provinces, in the capacity of ſtadtholder, 
the operations of the campaign. The emperor 
indeed preſſed him to break immediately with 
France; but he had lately ſuffered ſo much from 
the refractorineſs of the Engliſh houſe of commons, 
that he prudently declined entering upon hoſtilities 
without their approbation and aid. 

King William arrived in England in November 
to meet a new parliament, which was to aſſemble 
on the 3zoth day of December, on which occaſion 

ou i in illiam, havin! 
de f ce gn Tenen hen frre him on the trons, had 
been well founded, it is iome vhat remarkable that Louis did not avail 
himfelf of that conceſſiun now, as the circulating of ſuch a char 
would have been en indelible ftain on the character of William, ans 
in ſome meaſure, have juſtified the ſtep which the French king took, in 


acknowledging that infant, king of England; and he ſtood in great 
need of ſome planſible excuſe upon this occaſion, k 
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he delivered an excellent ſpeech to both houſes, on 
the poſture of public affairs; the conduct of the 
French king ; the dangers that threatened Europe 
by a grandſon of Louis XIV. poſſeſſing the throne 
of Spain; and informed them of the alliances he 
had entered into, with a view to avert the impending 
dangers. To this ſpeech both houſes returned 
the moſt ſatisfaftory addreſſes : the houſe of com- 
mons propoſed, that it might be an article in the 
ſeveral. treaties of alliance, that no peace ſhould 
be made with France, until his majeſty, and the 
nation, received reparation for the indignity offered 
by the French king, in declaring the pretended 
rince of Wales king of England, Scotland, and 
reland.” They then voted, that forty thouſand 
men ſhould. be granted for the ſervice of the fleet 
for the enſuing year, and ſhewed ſuch an inclination 
to enter heartily into all meaſures neceſſary to ren- 
der the grand alliance effectual, that the French, 
who little expected that ſuch a ſpirit would be ſhewn 
in this parliament, were greatly alarmed, and be- 
gan to preſage, that the war which they were en- 
tering upon would diſtreſs them more than that 
which had been lately concluded. Louis XIV. was 
now above ſixty years of age, and being more re- 
tired within his palace, could not fo well diſtinguiſh 
the characters of men. All thoſe great ſtateſmen 
and generals which had formerly advanced him to 
the pinnacle of fame, were dead; and though he ar- 
rogantly aſſumed to himſelf the merit of their ex- 
ertions, he now ſenſibly experienced, that he was 
incapable of ſupplying their loſs. His ſubjects 
had ſcarce had time to breathe, after thoſe long- 


This ſpeech was received with univerſal applauſe ; and was ſo much 
admired by the friends of liberty and the revolution, that it was printed 
with decorations in the Engliſh, Dutch, ahd French languages, and-was 


hung up in all their houſes, as the king's laſt legacy to his own, and all 
Proteſtant people. : * ; 
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continued ſtruggles that had drained their coffers, 
exhauſted their ſtrength; and impaired 'theit fpi- 


Tits; The commerce, which © had been inter- 


rupted by the late war, had: not returned to the old 
channel. His own miſconduct had likewiſe. con- 
tributed to impoveriſh his kingdom. At one time 
he had raiſed, and at another reduced the value of 
money, which had left the people in fuch a ſtatè 
of uncertainty with regard to their property, that 
they exported their ſpecie into other countries; 
whilſt the king himſelf aſſiſted in draining his king 
dom, by remitting great ſums into Flanders and 
Italy to maintain his armies; and into Getmany to 
gain the favour of princes, who ſoon after deſerted 
his-cauſe. | g 101, (8% to B32 
To render his ſituation ſtill more embarraſſed; 
the kingdom, which his grandſon” had newly ac- 
quired, by being deſtitute of the means of defence, 
became a burden inſtead of an aid to France. The 
Spaniſh monarchy, vulnerable on every ſide, was 
rendered weak in proportion to its magnitude. I- 
finances were exhauſted, and the people grown ſu- 
pine and ſpiritleſs, had totally forgot the charac 
teriſtic | valour and {kill of their anceſtors, when 
Spaniſh troops, led on by Spaniſh generals, were 
the dread and the ſcourge of Europe 

; Whilſt vigorous meaſures were taken in England 
to begin the war the enſuing ſpring, attention was, 
however, paid to a point which nearly concerned 
trade, and that was the uniting the two Eaſt-India 
companies, which was done under an act of arbi- 
tration, wherein lord Godolphin and Mr. Harley, 
afterwards earl of Oxford, were for the old com- 
pany, and lord Halifax for the new. By this inſtru- 
ment it was agreed, that the old company's ſtock 
in the funds, ſhould be transferred to the new; 
and that the old company ſhould purchaſe of the 
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* new as much of their ſtock as, with that which was 
transferred by the old, ſhould make up a moiety of 
the capital of the united companies. The old com- 
pany were likewiſe to give an equiyalent for the 
new company's dead ſtock. During ſeven years, 
each company was to have an equal power in the 
adminiſtration of the fund and trade; and to that 
end twelve perſons were to be yearly appointed by 
the general courts of each company reſpectively, 
who were to be ſtyled, Managers of the united Trade 
to India; and after theſe ſeven years were expired, 
the old company were to ſurrender their charters, 
and the new company was theneforward to change 
its ſtyle, and to be called, The united company of 
Merchants trading to the Eaſt-Indies: and this agree- 
ment was the foundation of that compact, which has 
ſubſiſted with ſo great credit to themſelves, and bene- 
fir to the nation ever ſince “. 

The feeble conſtitution of William was now bes 
come unequal to the great exertions of his mind. 
Exhauſted by the toils of government, his health, 
never ſettled or vigorous, had, for ſome time, vi- 
ſibly declined, although he was at this time only in 
the fifty-ſecond year of his age. In this ſtate of 
decay an accident happened to him, which, moſt 
probably, haſtened his end; in riding from Ken- : 
ſington to Hampton-court, his horſe fell under * 
him, and threw him upon the ground with ſuch vi- a 
olence, as produced a fracture in his collar- bone. 

He was conveyed to Hampton- court, where the 
fracture was reduced. The king ſurvived this hurt 
only fifteen days, though it does not appear that it 
was the immediate cauſe of his death. He died on 
the 8th day of March, 1701-2, as he had lived, with 
great ſteadineſs of mind, and ſhewed himſelf, in his 
s — 1 Complete Hiſtory of England, Burnet, Oldinixon, Life 
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laſt moments, as much a hero as he had ever been 
in the field. He had reigned thirteen years. | 
William III. was of a middle ſtature, a thin body 
ant delicate conſtitution; ſubject to an aſthm a. and 
continual cough from his infancy. He had an 
aquiline noſe, ſparkling eyes, a large forehead, and 
a grave ſolemn aſpect. He was naturally taciturn ; 
and when he ſpoke his converſation was dry, 4 
his manner diſguſting, except in battle, when hig 
deportment was free, ſpirited, and animating *, 
«© He left,” ſays Voltaire, the reputation of 
at politician, though he was never popular, a 
of a formidable general, though he loſt many bat- 
tles. The truth is, never any prince better under- 
ſtood the general intereſt of Europe, or purſued it 
with greater firmneſs; and whatever unlucky acci- 
dents fell out in his reign to the prejudice of the 
nation, they ought to be imputed to the circum- 
ſtances of the times, and the party- ſpirit which di- 
vided the nation, rather than to the King's miſcon- 
duct. He was acquainted with moſt of the European 
languages, yet could not ſpeak any one wich ele- 
gance, for he was a man of more judgment and 
reflection than imagination: he had an utter diflike 


to flattery, herein, as in moſt other parts of his 


character, being ſtrongly contraſted to Louis XIV, 
Though he aſcended the chrone of England by the 
urgent invitation of all parties in the nation, yet 
he reigned without being beloved; for which many 
cauſes may be aſſi gned: by his birth, education, 
and connections, he was a Dutchman; his prede- 
liction therefore for his countrymen could not fail 
of making him. enemies among the Engliſh nobility; 
add to this, that he could never appear delighted 
with thoſe he deſpiſed. © There was a fimphcity, 
an elevation, and an utility in all the actions of Wil- 
| * Smollet's Hiſtory of England, Vol, IX. p. 261, liam 
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liam's life. The laſt treaty which he ſigned was 
the grand alliance; the laſt act of parliament that 
he paſſed, was one which completed the ſecurity of 
the Hanover ſucceſſion; and the laſt meſſage he ſent 
to parliament, while he was in a manner expirin 

was, to recommend an union between two parts 

the iſland which had been too long divided 
That the ſeven united provinces did not loſe their 
liberty by being conquered by France; that this 
iſland did not ſink into the moſt abject ſlavery ; that 
the proteſtant religion was not aboliſhed by law in 
every country in Europe, your under God, to 
have been owing to him. To him it is owing, that 
mankind now ſee the fingular ſpectacle of a mo- 
narchy, in which the ſovereign derives a degree of 
greatneſs and ſecurity from the libetty of his people, 
which treaſures and arms cannot beſtow upon other 
princes. His great crime among the patrons of the 
flaviſh doctrine of paſſive bediente and non · reſſf- 
tance was, that he preferred the religious and civil 
liberty of mankind, to his father-in-law's enjoying 
the ſplendor of a crown, and that he accepted bf 
that crown, When it was freely offered him by the 
people he had ſaved : but this was neceſſary, both 
for the ſecurity of England arid of his native eoufi- 
try; and he, perhaps; felt the cruelty of this ne- 
ceſſity, much more than thoſe who'cenſure him for 
complying with it : for Sir John Dalrymple aſſetti, 
that he has ſeen an original letter from lord Port- 
land to king William, after the peace of 'Ryſwick, 
in which that nobleman informs him, that, accord- 
ing 46 his orders, he had offered a penſion of fifty 
thodfand pounds a year to king James; and that ac 
a time when it was far from being as certain as it is 
now, that this prince had not employed the afſifſins 


* Dalrymp'e's Memoirs, Vol, II. 5. 245. | 
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who attempted to murder him. Ia his private cha- 
racter he was r juſt, ſincere, and 
a ſtranger to violent guſts on. | 


Towards the latter end of this reign, captain 
Dampier, in the king's ſhip the Roebuck, having 
failed into the South-Sea upon new diſcoveries, after 
various adventures, ſailed round the eaſtermoſt coaſt 
of New-Guinea, and diſcovered a large iſland to 
the northward, which he named New - Britain. 
This navigator, in paſſing between New-Britain and 
;New-Guinea, diſcovered ſeveral ſmall iſlands to 
which he gave names“. | 

In the eleventh year of king William's reign an 
act paſſed reſpecting the Newfoundland trade and 
fiſhery : thereby all Britiſh ſubje&s were authorized 
to trade thither, and to fiſh on its banks. By the 
ſame ſtatute it was ordained that the firſt fiſhing- 
ſhip that ſhould arrive at any of the harbours or 
creeks of Newfoundland, ſhould be deemed admiral 
there for that ſeaſon: the ſecond ſhip fo. arriving, 
ſhould be vice-admiral ; and the third, rear-admiral : 
-which three admirals were empowered to decide 
controverſies concerning places of ſtations in har- 
-bours, | ſtages, cockrooms, &c. Every by-boat- 
keeper there was directed to carry with him 
two freſh men in every ſix; one of whom ſhould 
have made but one voyage, and the other ſhould 
have never been at ſea before. To render this fiſhery 
yet a farther nurſery for ſeamen, every inhabitant 
was required to employ two ſuch freſh men in every 
boat kept by them. Alſo every maſter of a fiſhing- 
-ſhip was directed to carry with him one man that had 
never been at ſea before, for every five ſailors on 
board his veſſel. 


* Theſe parts were more fully explored by captain Carteret in 1767. 
See the 5th o. of this work, pa, 448. 7 
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The revenue of the poſt-office of England has 
been deemed a pretty certain criterion, .by which to 
judge of the ſtate of commerce in the nation; the 
net revenue from whence, in 1699, is ſaid to have 
been, ninety thouſand five hundred and our Rome 


ten ſhillings and fixpence *. 
The ſame year, according to Dr. D'Ave- 


nant, the exports from all England 3 6,788, 166 
into foreign parts, amounted 0 
Whereof, the value of our woollen 
manufactures alone, was, 2,932,292. 
The value of the 1 Imports was $;640,506 


Balance of trade in favour of 
England, in the year 1699 nee 


In the year 1700, the French kin erected a new 
council of commerce, compoſed of his principal 
miniſters of ſtate and finances, and "of twelve mer- 
chants, choſen from the commercial towns of the 
kingdom, viz. two from Paris, and one from each 
of the following ; Roven, Bourdeaux, Lyons, Mar- 
ſeilles, Rochelle, Nantes, St. Malo, Liſle, Bayonne, 
and Dunkirk. This council was appointed to meet 
at leaſt once a week, and to take into conſideration 


all commercial matters, as well by land as by ſea, 


internal as foreign. This body was to receive pro- 
poſals, ſchemes, petitions, &c. and to determine 
commercial diſputes. The twelve merchants were 
to be annually choſen by the magiſtrate of , the 
eleven cities which delegated them. From the firſt 
erection of this famous new council, or board of 
commerce, we may date the great and Tapid increaſe 
of the commerce, woollen manufacture, mercantile 
ſhipping, and foreign colonies of France. The 
genius of the French nation, when relieved from 


* Anderſon en Commerce, Vol. IL p. 227. $ 
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the ſhackles which its government lay on it, may be 
clearly proved from the manner in which this pub- 
lie- ſpirited plan was proſecured, and which may be 
gathered from the memorials of this council of 
commerce, which were preſented to the king's royal 
council the year after its inſtitution. Therein ap- 
r found judgment, great labour at coming at 
Facts, and conſummate knowledge of the 1 8 to 
which their enquiries were directed. In ſpeaking 
of the French —— trade, they ſay, that the 
Engliſh carry on that trade with much more advan- 
tage than the French, their woollen cloths being 
better and cheaper.” The Engliſh alſo carry to the 
Levant, lead, pewter, copperas, and logwood, which 
are goods they are maſters of; together with a great 
deal of pepper: and that they may not drain their 
country of its gold and ſilver, they alſo take in dry 
fiſh of their own catching, ſugar of their own colo- 
nies, and other goods of their own product, which 
they ſell on the coaſts of Portugal, Spain, and Italy, 
for pieces of eight, which they carty to the Levant, 
to make up a ſtock ſufficient to purchaſe their home- 
ward cargoes. —The trade which Great Britain now 
carries on to thoſe parts, has fatally declined firice 
this memorial was penned ! 217 
The national debt, at the demiſe of king Wil- 
liam, ſomewhat exceeded fourteen millions; which 
laid the foundation for our preſent immenſe debt, 
and furniſhed afatal precedent for ſucceeding reigns. 
It has been the opinion of able financiers, that the 
war which king William was neceſſarily forced into 


againſt France, if frugally conducted, would not 
have required ſuch baneful anticiparions for” long 
terms. A judieious writer obferves, “ that at the 
firſt ſetting out of the war, the charges of it were 
defrayed by the common mode of levying taxes; 
and the money required for each year's expence, 
f Was 
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was raiſed and paid within the year. Anticipations 
there were indeed, and had been ſo in formerreigns, 
but theſe laſted only a few months: land-taxes, polls, 
addi jonal duties on cuſtoms, exciſes, &c. were the 
wa means by which the public charges were 
de rayed ; ; the year generally ſupported its own de- 
mands ;\ all the loans were ſuppoſed to be 

rary, and to end with the colleion *, *,” This evil, 
ance introduced, became more weighty i in every, 
ſucceeding reign, and laid heavy clogs on the com- 
merce, ee and navigation of the nation, 
as well as on the landed intereſt. 

We cannot cloſe our account of this reign better 
than by an abſtract of the royal navy, as it ſtood at 
the deceaſe of king William, that the reader, by 
comparing it with the abſtract at the cloſe of the 
preceding reign, may from thence diſcern how far 
our — force increaſed in the ſpace of thirteen 
years. 


Ane F the ROYAL Navy, as it flood 
ecember 25, 1701. 


Rates, Number. Guns. Men. 
_ oa” 714 $312 
Second 14 1276 8824 
Third 45 a 3199 18561 
Fourth 63 C 18 3253 15329 
Fifth 36 1094 4680 
Sixth 29 1 12198 
194 10078 $3921 
Fire-ſhips 8 
Bomb - veſſels 13 
Yachts 10 


*-D'Avecnant on Loan, publiſhed in the year 2710, 
CHAP, 
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Tbe Naval Hiſtory of GREAT-BRTrAIN 4 ts Trade, 
_ Commerce, and Marine, .fram the Accefſion of Queen 
Axxx 0 the Union of the Two: Kingdoms. 


The Queen's firf Speech to ber Parliament—The Earl of 
Marlborough appointed Captain. general of the Forces—- 
Mur declared aguinſt France—Bounties granted by Parlia- 


ment upon Naval Stores imported from America—Firſt Cul» 
tivation of Rice in Carolina—Prince George of Denmark 


. Lord High Admiral—Sir John ;Munden | ſent to the Caaft 


: 4 Spain Trial by a Court-Martial—Expedition againſt 

n Vigo— French Ships ,of War and 
pani 

- tured by Commodore Leake on the American Co. 


miral Benbow in the Weſt-Indies— Hrs Death —Mezrl- 


borough's Campaign in Flanders in 17502—New Parlia- 
ment called, Sums voted for the Service—Enguiry into 
the Canduct of Sir George Rooke—Grand Fleet under Sir 
Cloudefley Shovel in the Mediterranean Miſmanagi- 
ments in the Marine Department — Rear Admiral Dilkes 
deſtroys a French Fleet at Granville Vice Admiral Gray- 
don in the Weſt-Indies—The Duke of Savoy, and King 


F Portugal, accede to the grand Alliance—Campaign of 
1703— Memorable Storm Charles, Archdute of Auitria, Us 


declared King of Spain—Commercial Treaty with Portugal 
—Gibraltar taken by Sir George Rooke—Engagement be- 
tween the Engliſh and French Fleets off Malaga—Cam- 
paign of 1704 —Battly of Bicoheim— Supplies yoted— 
Enquiries in the Houſe of Lords on the Conduct of Naval 
Afairs—Gibraltar attacked by the Spaniards—French 


Ships . deftroyed by Sir John Leake, and Captures made by 


Sir George Byng—Barcclona taken by the Earl of Peter- 


borough and Sir Cloudeſley Shovel —Fleet from the Baltic 


taken—Campaign of 1705—Death of the Emperor Leo- 
pold—A# ef Parliament for regulating Seamen—Rapid 
Progreſs.sf the Engliſh Arms in Spain Congueſis in the 
Mediterranean by Sir George Byng—/i#ory at m__ by 

| rince 


Galleons deſtroyed and talen French Ships = | 
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Prince Eugene—Campaign in Flanders in 1706 Prejected 
— 2 Guiſcard=—Dj e Condition 1 
— Treaty of Union with Scotland—Battle of Almanza 
Attempt upon Toulon—Sir Cloudeſley Shovel /bipwrecked 
— Death of Rear Admiral Dilkes— Captures by the F rench 
— Aims at Sea—Marlborough adjuſts a Difference Je- 
rern the — #4 Sweden and the Court of Ven-. 
fairs in the Weſt- Indies Meeting of the fe Parliament 
of Great Britain—-Compuration of the Amount of the Gold 
| el New of e-, Nun Bae 
ngland— AZemorrs of dir v 
and Sir Claes Shovel. + Joo e Lt 
N the death of king William, che princeſs 
Anne of Denmark fucceeded to the crown, 
in confequence of the act of ſucceſſion paſſed in the 
1999s Sele, the eldeſt ſurviving daughter of 
Fatnd II. She was chen in the thirty-eighth year 6f 
her age, and affumed the reins of government to the 
general fatisfaction of all parties. | 
On the 11th of March, 1701-2, the queen made a 
ſpeech to both houſes of parliament, in which the 
told them, that © ſhe could not too much lament. 
her unhappineſs in ſucceeding to the crown, imme- 
diately after the loſs of a king, who was the great 
ſupport, not only of the liberties of this kingdom, 
but of all Europe; that ſhe was ſenſible of the weight 
and difficulty it brought on her, and that it ſhould 
be her conſtant endeavours to make them the beſt 
return for their duty and affection, by a careful and 


| Ane adminiſtration of the government for the 


good of all her ſubjects; and was glad to find them: 
of her mind, that too much could not be done for 
the encouragement of her allies, and to reduce the 
exorbitant power of France.” Addreſſes were pre- 

by the biſhop and clergy of London; by 


the diffenters in and about that metropolis, and by 
alt the cities, towns, and corporations of England. 
In teturn, ſhe declared her attachment to the church, 

1 1 pro- 
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went e to the diſſenters, and received 
— compliments of alf her ſubjects, with an affabi- 
lity that — their affection. 

The States of Holland on receiving the news of 
William's death, immediately aſſembled, and, for 
ſome time, gazed at each other in filenr fear and 
aſtoniſnment. They wept, they interchanged em- 
braces and vows that they would act with unani- 
mity, and expend their deareſt blood in defence of 
their country. Meanwhile the new queen having 
declared the earl of Marlborough captain-general 
of all her forces, and inveſted him with the order of 
the Garter, wrote a letter to the States- general, to 
aſſure them of her inviolable friendſhip, and her 
reſolution to maintain her alliance with them, and 
to proſecute the plan which had been formed by her 

edeceſſor. She then ſent Marlborough as her am- 

aſſador extraordinary to Holland, to concert mea- 
ſures with that republic. 

The news of William's death no en 8 
France, than the whole kingdom joined in demon- 
ſtrations of joy: public rejoicings were made at 
Paris, and the court of Verſailles could hardly re- 
ſtrain the popular tranſports within any bounds of 
decorum. At Rome all decency. was laid aſide; 
ſuch . tumultuous tranſports of joy were there ex- 
preſſed, that cardinal Grimani, the Imperial mi- 
niſter, ſignified his diſſatisfaction to the pope, and 
conſidered them as inſults on his maſter, who was the 
friend, confederate, and ally of the king of England. 

The earl of Marlborough ſucceeded in every part 
of his negociation. with the united provinces. He 
excited the Dutch to cooperate with the reſt of the 
allies in the moſt effectual manner; and adjuſted 
all the, neceſſary preparations for the enſuing cam- 
paign. He agreed with the States-general, and 
Ms Imperial miniſter, that war ſhould be declared 

againſt 


. 
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carry them on to the main obje 
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againſt France, at Vienna, London, and the Hague, 
on the ſame day. Early in April he embarked for 
England, having, by his abilities and addreſs, ac- 
quired the entire confidence of the Dutch govern- 
ment *. | | A a 

Whilft affairs were thus conducting abroad, 
the houſe of commons entered into the meaſures 
recommended from the throne with great zeal and 
uvnanimity. They ſettled upon the queen, during 


* The character of this great ſtateſman and general, is thus drawn 
by the late earl of Cheſterfield, in one of his letters written to his ſon 
Mr. Stanhope. ; 


Of all the men that ever I knew in my life, — I knew him ex- 
tremely well) the late duke of Marlboreugh poſſeſſed the graces in 
the higheſt degree, not io ſay engroſſed them; and indeed he got the 
moſt-by them; for I will venture (contrary to the cuſtom of profound 
hiſtorians, who always aſſign dee p cauſes for great events) to aſcribe the 
better halt of the duke of Marlborough's greatneſs and riches to thoſe 
graces. He was eminently illiterate; wrote bad Engliſh, and ſpelled it 
ill worſe. He had no ſhare in what is commonly called parts ; that is, 
he had no brightneſs, nothing ſhining in his genius. He had, moſt 
undoubtedly, an excellent good plain underſtanding, with ſound judg - 
ment. But theſe alone would probably have raiſed him but ſomething 
higher than they found him, which was page to king James the Second's 
queen. There the graccs protected and promoted him ; for while he 
was an enſign of the guards, the ducheſs of Cleveland, then favcurite 
miſtreſs to ing Charles the Second, ſtruck by thoſe very graces, gave 
bim five thoufand pounds, with which he immediately bought an an- 
nuity for his life, of my grandfather, Halifax : which was the foun- 
dation of his ſubſequent fortune. His figure was beautiful, but his 
manner was irrefiſtible, by either man or woman. It was by chis en- 
gagin gracelul manner, that he was enabled, during all his war, to 
connect the various and jarring powers of the grand alliance, and to 
K of the war, notwithſtanding their pri- 
vate and ſeparate views, jealouſies, and wrongheadednefſes. Whatever 
court he went to, (and he was often obliged to go himſelf to ſome reſty 
and retraRory ones) he as conſtantly prevailed, and brought them into 
bis meaſures. The per ſionary Heinſius, a venerable old minister, 
on grey in bufineſs, and who had governed the republic of the 
nited Provinces for more than forty years, was abſoiutely governed by 
the duke of Marlborough, as that republic feels to this day. He was 
always cool, and nobody ever obſerved the leaſt variation in his coun- 
tenance: he could refuſe more gracefully than other prope couid grant, 
and thoſe who went away from him the moſt difiatisfied, as to the ſub- 
ſtance of their bufineſs, were perfonally charmed with him, and, 
in ſome degree, comforted by his manner. With all his gentleneſs and 
gracefulneſs, no man living was more ccnſcious of his ſituation, nor 
maintained his dignity better. 
+ The marquis of Halifax. p 
Fa: 1 life, 
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115 the revenue poſſeſſed by her predeceſſor, for 
e ſupport of the civil government : they ordered 
in a bill, to empower the crown to appoint commiſ- 
ſioners to treat for an union between England and 
Scotland : proviſion had already been made for the 

ntual expence of a war during the ſucceeding 
ſummer; and the queen, Inſtead of demanding 


ſupplies. from the nation, ſound an opportunity of 


alleviating a part of their burden. When ſhe came 
to the houſe of lords on the 3oth day of March, to 


of her own revenue, ſhe made a ſpeech from the 
throne, calculated to gain popularity; in which ſhe 
told the two houſes, that though the funds for the 
civil liſt might greatly fall ſhort of what they for- 
merly produced, yet ſhe would give directions that 
one hundred thouſand pounds of her own revenue 
ſhould be applied to the public ſervice of the 

; . . | . 


car d. | OE e e 
| ? The ſtate of opinions had abſolutely changed in 
England with the ſtate of its affairs. The crown, 
by the death of William, had fallen almoſt into the 
ld channel, Inſtead of a foreigner, and only a 
relation, a princeſs, native of the kingdom, the 
eldeſt daughter of a king who had an hereditary 
title to the crown, which had likewiſe been aſſigned 
to her by an act of the legiſlature, at the ſame time 
a proteſtant, and much attached to the church, had 
now poſſeſſion of the throne. The greateſt part of 
the high-flying Tories, and even ſome vehement 
and determined Jacobites, were ſatisfied, on ac- 
count of its convenience, with a ſmall deviation 
from the line of ſucceſſion. Though they were both, 
eſpecially. the latter, invariably attached to the he- 
reditary defeent of the crown, they were willing to 


3 


leave 


give the royal aſſent to a bill for the eſtabliſiment 
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leave to ęvents that might ariſe in che, grogreſs of 
time, what could not he done at preſent, either 
with certainty, or without danger. Though they 
had a recent example before them, that the quiet 
enjoyment of the crown depended by no means on 
any hereditary right, they hoped that the influence 
of the reigning ſovereign would enable her to be- 

ueath the throne to her own family. Similar ſen· 
timents had been adopted by the few perſons that 
formed, at St. Germain's, the idle ſhew of a court. 
They knew. the profeſſions which the queen had 


made to her father, almoſt throughout the reign of 


king William; and they endeavoured to flatter 
themſelves with hopes, that ſhe only took poſſeſſion 


of the 222 reſtore and confirm the crown, 


eſpecially at her death, to her excluded brother *. 
Theſe reaſons united the Tories and the Jacobites 


an -pnanimous ſupport of the new queen ; whilſt 
the Whigs either yielded to the current of the peo- 
ple, always violent for monarchy in every new 
reign; or they ſaw no reaſon for oppoſing meaſures 
which were entirely conformable to their own ſyſtem 
o Polti. | 5 1h 

On the 4th day of May, 1702, queen' Anne de- 
clared war againſt the French king, not only on ac- 
count of his ſeizing on the Spaniſh monarchy, but 
s for the great affront and indignicy offered to the 
crown and kingdom, in taking upon him to declare 
the pretended prince of Wales king thereof. The 
States-general's declaration of war ſet forth, -** that 
Louis had, long ſince, caſt his eyes on their pro- 
vinces, and had twice attacked their republic, (i. e. 
in the years 1072 and 1688) by molt unjuſt war, in 
order. to make his way to univerſal monarchy, . That 
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of Ryſwick, that he thereby ſolely aimed at lulling 
the allies aſleep, by their laying down their arms; 
and particularly- by ruining the commerce of the 
Dutch to enervate them; ſince that treaty was ſcarcely 
ratified before he began manifeſtly to encroach upon 
their trade, which is the great ſinew of their ſtate, 
by openly refuſing the tariff promiſed by that 
treaty ?  - 170. Po 304711 19 
Ons the breaking out of the war, the, great de- 
mand for all kinds of naval ſtores, and particularly 


of pitch and tar, which were produced from the 


northern kingdoms, led the tar company of Sweden 
to be very haughty in their demands for thoſe arti- 
cles, which had always been bought on difadvan- 
tageous terms to England, they being paid for in 
ready money; but now the Swedes refuſed to ſell 
fuch commodities, unleſs” England wopld permit 
them to be brought in Swediſh ſnips, at their own 
price, and in ſuch quantities only as that company 
mould think fit. This conduct firſt ſuggeſted: to 
Parliament the method of allowing bounties for the 


railing of pitch and tar, hemp, flax, and ſhip-tim- 


ber, in our own North- American colonies; parti- 
eularly in Carolina, (the ſouthernmoſt parts of which 
lying near the latitude of Lower Egypt, and the 
northernmoſt nearly with Ancona and Bologna in 
Italy, at which places the beſt hemp and flax are 
produced.) For the particular benefit of the royal 
navy, the preemption or refuſal of ſuch naval ſtores, 
was, by the ſame act, allowed to the commiſſioners 
ef the navy; but if they neglected to purchaſe 
ſoch article within twenty days from the firſt land- 
ing them, then the proprietors were at full liberty 
to diſpoſe of their merchandize as they ſhould think 
fit. This act contained a prohibition from cutting 
or deſtroying any pitch, pine, or tar-trees,. under 
the growth of twelve inches diameter, at — feet 

N from 
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from the earth, on forfeiture of five pounds for 
each offence; and the penalty of ten pounds was 
thereby incurred, by the wilful ſetting on fire any 
woods or foreſts, in which any trees grew, that had 
been prepared for the making of pitch or tar, 
without firſt giving notice to the owners thereof, or 
to a magiſtrate. The beneficial conſequences of 
this ſalutary law have been now happily experienced 
for upwands of - ſeventy years. | 
About this time is fixed for the firſt cultivation 
of tice in South-Carolina, which, by opening a 
new branch of commerce, has brought wealth to 
the colony, and conſequence to the mother country. 
This valuable grain is ſaid to have been firſt intros. 
duced there by accident, a {mall quantity of ſeed- 
rice being brought in a veſſel which arrived from 
Madagaſcar. Before theſe. important productions 
became articles of commerce, Carolina had very 
inconſiderable merchandize to tranſmit to England. 
in exchange for the neceſſaries which that colony 
conſtantly required from the mother country. 

Prince George of Denmark, the queen's conſort, 
was placed at the head of the admiralty, in the 
room of the earl of Pembroke. This new lord 
high-admiral had a council appointed him, conſiſt- 
ing of Sir George Rooke, now created vice admiral- 
of England, Sir David Mitchell, George Churchill, 
Eſq; now created admiral of the red, in the room 
of Aylmer, afterwards lord Aylmer, and Richard 
Hill, Eſq; who were to aſſiſt him with their advice. 

Immediately on the declaration of war, Sir John 
Munden, rear-admiral of the red, was ſent to the 
coaſt of Spain, with a ſquadron, conſiſting of eight 
ſhips of the third rate, one fourth rate, and two 
frigates, to intercept a French ſquadron that was to 
ſail from Corunna, or the Groyne, with the duke 
of Albuquerque, appointed viceroy of 0 

| an 
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and whom they were to eſeort thither, On the 18th 
day of May this fleet arrived off Finifterre, and 
the ſhips ſent out to 4 N intelligence of the enemy, 


fell 1 with and a French ſhip from Marti- 
nico. On the night of the 25th the admiral ſent 


in a ſmack, which brought off a Spaniſh boat, and 


4'French bark, with ſeveral priſoners; who informed 
kim that! there were thirteen French * of war, 
bound from Rochelle the Groyne. 
Sir John Münden carried a preſſed fail, with a 
to get to wind ward aid chereby intercept them be. 
fore they could reach the harbour, and iffued orders 
6) all his captains to put their ſhips in immediate 
readineſs for battle. On the 28th, fourteen ſail of 
Hips were deſeried between Cape Priot and Cape 
Ortega, <loſe under the ſhore. The ſignal was 
immediately thrown out to chaſe, but before they 
could come up with them, they had all got ſafe into 
the Groyne The information received from pri- 

ſonets led the admiral to conclude, that twelve of 
the ſhips which he had chaced were French mer} of 
war of the line, and that three more fifty roots ſhips 

lay in pert. Intelligence had likewiſe 


ceived, that the town was farther defended by ww 


thouſand land- forces. It was likewiſe well known 
to be a place of ſtrength, - and the entrance into the 
harbour particularly difficult. A council of war 
was hereupon called, in which it was unanimouſly 
reſolved, that all attempts at deftroying the ſhipping 
ſo protected would prove ineffeftua?; and that to 
continue to lay off the harbour, would be attended 
with no advantages whatever. It vas therefore 
judged proper to repair into the ſoundings, there to 
protect the tride: of theſe ſteps rhe admiral ſent an 
aecount to the lord highladmiral, and cruiſed with 
his fleet in che latitude of 49 deg. 30 min!” thirty 


leagyes to the weſtward of Seilly, until a; 
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of June, when water growing ſcarce, and the ſhips 
having ſuffered by bad weather, the fleet returned 
to port. Mr. fecretary Burchet ſays, - © the ſhips 
were ſo ſcantily manned, that they had not above 
three parts in five of the number allowed them ac- 
cording to the then eſtabliſhment “. 

1 he miſcarriage of this expedition raiſed murmuirs 
among the people ; therefore, in order to place the 
whole tranſation in a fair light, it was thought ne- 
ceſſary to appoint a court-martial far the trial of 
rear-admiral Sir John Munden, of which Sir Clou- 
deſley Shovel was preſident, who, with nineteen 
captains, compoſed the court. It was held on boatd 
her majeſty's ſhip the Queen, at Spithead, on the 
13th day of July, 1702. This court having exa- 
mined the ſeveral articles exhibited againſt rear- ad- 
miral Munden, were of opinion, that he had fully 
cleared himlelf of the matters in them, and as far 
as it appeared to the court, had complied with his 
inſtructions, and behaved himſelf with great zeal 
and diligence, However, notwithſtanding this ac- 
quittal, it was thought proper to lay him alide, that 
the public ſeryice, at the commencement of a wat, 
might not be injured by lenity ſhewn to inactive 
commanders. 

Great preparations had been made before the 
death of king William, to fit out a grand fleet, the 
command of which was then deſigned for the earl 
of Pembroke: this fleet was to have on board a large 
body of land- forces, headed by the duke of Or- 
mond, in order to get poſſeſſion of Cadiz for the 
archduke Charles. It was farther intended, to keep 
up a large naval force in the Weſt-Indies, whereby 
the poſſeſſions of Spain, in that rn of the world, 
might be effectually annoyed; and the done for 
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the Spaniſh: ſucceſſion brought to a ſpeedy iſſue, in 
favour of the maritime intereſts. Preparations were 
carried on with great diligence during the winter, 
to execute this important plan; and Foch was the 
ſecrecy with which its object was concealed, 
that France, Spain, and even Portugal, who was 
then in their alliance, were equally * at it. 
The new reign did not impede this deſign; only 
the earl. of Pembroke, who had retired from his 
.employments, was ſucceeded in the command of the 
fleet by Sir George Rooke. The admiral hoiſted 

the union flag on board the Royal Sovereign, on 
the zoth day of May, 1702; and two days after, his 
royal highneſs the prince of Denmark dined on 
board the admiral's ſhip, and reviewed the fleet and 
army. Under Sir George Rooke, vice-admiral 
Hopſon carried a red flag at the fore-tap-maſt-head 
of the Prince George; rear-admiral Fairbourne 
carried a white flag at the mizen · top-maſt - head of the 
St. George; and rear-admiral Graydon carried a 
blue flag at the ſame maſt, on board. the Triumph. 
The Dutch fleet, which joined the Engliſh, bore 
five flags, viz, two admirals, two vice-admirals, 
and a rear-admiral. Lhis combined fleet confiſted 
of thirty Engliſh ſhips of the line, and twenty 
Dutch; and the ſmall veſſels, tranſports, and ten- 
ders which accompanied it, made the whole amount 
to one hundred and ſixty fail. The Engliſh land- 
forces amounted to near ten thouſand men, and the 
Dutch to ſour thouſand. _ In the latter end of June 
the fleet ſailed from St. Helens, but did not elear 
the Engliſh coaſt till the latter end of July; and on 

the 12th day of Auguſt anchored within two leagues 
of Cadiz. Next day the duke of Ormond ſent a 
trumpet to Cadiz, with a leiter to the duke de 
Brancaccio, the governor, requiring him to ſubmit 
to the houſe of Avſtria: Brancaccio anſwered, © 8 


Chae. III.] or GREAT BRITAIN. 575 
would acquit himſelf honourably of the truſt repoſed 
in him by the king.” On the 15th Ormond landed 
his forces on the bay, of Bulls, under cover of a 
ſmart fire from ſome frignles, and; repulſed a body 
of Spaniſh cavalry. Then he ſummoned the go- 
vernor of fort St. Katharine to ſurrender, ho re- 
plied, © he had cannon mounted, and - powder, and. 


all ready to receive him.“ A declaration was 


publiſhed in the Spaniſh language, intimating that 
the allies did not come as enemies to Spain, but; 
only to free them from the yoke of France, and. 
aſſiſt them in eſtabliſhing themſelves under the go 
vernment of the houſe of Auſtria. ; Theſe profeſ« 
ions produced very little effect among the Spaniards,. 
who were either cooled in their attachment to that 
family, or provoked by the depredations committed 
by the troops, who having maſtered fort St. Catha- 
rine, and port St. Mary, inſtead of protecting the 
inhabitants, plundered them, in defiance. of the 
ſtrict orders iſſued by the commander in chief : even 
ſome general officers were concerned in the pillage 
two of whom Sir —— Bellaſis and Sir Charles Hara, 
were put under arreſt, when they returned to Eng- 
land. The former was diſmiſſed the ſervice, but 
the latter was acquitted, though not in the public 
opinion. | bz 
It being found too difficult to approach Cadia 
whilſt the Spaniards were in'poſſeſſion of Matagorda 
fort, oppoſite to the Puntal, it was ordered to be 
attacked; but the attempt miſcarried, and the 
troops were re- embarked, with intention to retur 
home. | | | __ 
Captain Hardy, in the Pembroke having been 
ſent to water in Logos Bay, received intelligence 
from Mr. Metheun, her majeſty's envoy at Liſbon, 
that the galleons from the Weſt-Indies had put 
into Vigo, under convoy of a French ſquadron. 
"oP Hatdy, 
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Hardy on receiving this important information, 


ſer ſail immediately in queſt of Sir George Rooke, 
Who was now out at ſea on his return to England. 
I was not until the 7th day of October that he 
reached the fleet, when having imparted his intelli— 

ce, Rooke called a counciſiof war, in which it 
Was determined to alter the courſe of the fleet, and 
fail immectiately to the port of Vigo, and attack the 
enemy. Some ſmall veſſels were immediately diſ- 
patched to gain intelligence; from whom the ad- 
miral. was informed, that the French ſquadron com- 
manded by Chateau Renault, and the Spaniſh gal- 
leons, were in the harbour; but the wind blowing 
a ſlorm, drove the fleet to the northward as far as 
Cape Finiſterre, ſo that it could not make the port 
of Vigo till che 1ith. The paſſage into the har- 
bour was narrow, ſecured by batteries, forts, and 
breaſt-works' on each aſide; acroſs the entrance of 
the harbour was thrown a ſtrong boom, conſiſting 
of iton chains, top-maſts, and cables, moored ac 
each end to a ſeventy gun ſhip: Within the boom 
was moored five ſhips, of between ſixty and feventy 
guns each, with their broadſides fronting the en- 
trance of the paſſage. As the firſt and ſecond rate 


mips of the combined fleets were too large to enter, 


the admirals removed their flags into third-rates; 
and a detachment of fifteen Enghth, and ten Dutch 
men of war, with all the fire-ſhips, frigates, and 
bomb-ketches, wete ordered upon the ſervice. In 
order to facilitate the attack, the duke of Ormond 
landed two thouſand five hundred men on the ſouth 
ſide of the river Minho, about fix miles from Vigo, 


and took, by "aſſault, a fort and platform of forty | 


pieces of cannon, at the entrance of the harbour. 
As ſoon as the Engliſh flag was ſeen flying from the 
place, the ſhips advanced to the attack. Vice-admiral 


Hopſon, in the Torbay, crowding all his fail, ran 


directly 
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directly againſt: the boom, which was broken by the 
firſt ſhock : and then the Kent, with the reſt of the 
ſquadron, Engliſh and Dutch, entered the harbour, 
through a prodigious fire from the enemyꝰs ſhips and 
batterics. Theſe laſt however were: ſoon ſtormed, 
and tal en by the grenadiers who bad been landed. 
The great ſhips lay againſt the forts at each ſide of 
the harbour, which, in a little time, they ſilenced ; 
though vice-admiral Hopſon narrowly. eſcaped from 
a fire-ſhip by which he was boarded. : After a; very 
vigorous engagement, the French finding themſelves 
unable to cope with ſuch an adverſary, reſalved-ta 
deſtroy their ſhips and galleans;::ta prevent their 
falling into the hands of the victors. The loſs 
which the navy of France ſuſtained'by this ſtroke , 
was nearly equal to that which they ſuffered ten years 
before at La Hogue ; and although the Plate- fleet, 


* French Ships taken, burnt, and | Taken by the Engliſh, and brought 


run aſdore. Home. 
Ships run aſhore No. of || Ships. No. of Guns. 
and burnt. Guns. Le Prompt — 7 
e Fort —_— 76 Le Firme 72 
L' Enfli mne 64 L' Eſperance— 0 
Le Prudent — 62 19 L' Aſſurè — 66 
Le Solide — 36 | een 
La Dauphine— 46 NI 284 


L' Enterprenant — 22 4 
La Choquante—— 83 Taken by the Dutch. 

— Le Bourbon —— 68 

2 334 Le Superbdeü — 70 

Le Favori, a fire-fhip. | La Sirenne — 60 

Eight adrice- boats, Le Modere 

- Le Voluntaire — 46 

Le Triton — 42 


Total, Ships 17. Guns, 960. 
Six galleons were taken by the Engliſh, and five by the Dutch, who 
ſunk fix. The galleons had on board twenty millions of pieces of exghts 
beſides merchandize, which was thought of equal value. Of thefilyer, 
fourteen millions were ſaved, of the goods about five. Four millions of 
plate were deſtroyed, with ten millions of merchandize ; and about two 
millions in filver, and five in goods, were brought away by the Eng- 
liſh and Dutch; | : 


+ See Vol. II. page 444 
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by having been arrived twenty - five days in port be- 
fore the attack was made, had unladen great part 
of its treaſure and merchandize, yet the ſpoils 
made by the conquerors were conſiderable. This 
great exploit was atchieved with very inconſiderable 
loſs. Very ſew on board the ſhips were killed; 
though the foremoſt of the fleet fuffered greatly in 
their hulls: of the troops; only two lieutenants, 
and thirty men were killed, and four ſuperior officers 
wounded. Immediately after the action, Sir Clou- 
deſley Shovel, ho had been ſent out with a ſqua- 
dron to intercept the galleons, joined Sir George 
Nocke. The admiral left this officer to complete 


the deſtruction: of fuch French ſhips as could not he 


brought off, and to bring home the prizes, whilſt 
he- himſelf returned with the grahd fleet ro Eng- 
land. By this blow, the naval power of France 
received ſo deep a wound, that it languiſhed during 
the whole war. | 
The vigour with which the war was carried on 
by ſea, gave the moſt favourable preſages of ſucceſs. 
Whilſt theſe great efforts were making in Europe, 
two ſquadrons were ſent to the weſtern hemiſphere. 


One commanded by commodore Leake, ſailed the 


24th day of June for Newfoundland, whilſt a 
fleet under admiral Benbow had, for ſome time, 
been ſtationed in the Weſt-Indies. Leake ex- 
ecuted his inſtructions ſo ſucceſsfully, that by the 
end of October he had made prize of twenty-nine 
fail of French ſhips, and burnt two. He allo burnt 
and deſtroyed all the fiſhing-boats and ſtages, toge- 
ther with a fort belonging to the French at New- 
foundland, which were of the greateſt importance 
to them for carrying on the fiſhery there, and train- 
ing ſeamen to the ſervice. He then ſailed home, 
having the homeward- bound ſhips for England 
under his convoy, and arrived ſafe at 0p” 
| mour 
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mouth on the ioth day of November, in the ſame 
ear. | » 
7 The endeavours of the brave admiral Benbow, 
however, were not crowned with the like ſuccels. 
He was detached with a ſquadron of ten ſail by the 
earl of Pembroke, in the latter end of the year 
1701, as has been already related: he arrived at 
Barbadoes on the 3d of November, and proceeded - 
from thence to Jamaica. He found the Fe 
ſions of an approaching war very general among 
the iſlands. In Port-Royal harbour, were two 
men of war; one a fifth, and the other a ſixth rate. 
Here he was informed that the Spaniſh flota was at 
Vera Cruz, and that a French fleer, conſiſting of fix- 
teen men of war, lay at the Havannah, ready to con- 
voy them to Europe. Towards the latter end of Ja- 
nuary, brigadier-general Selwyn arrived at his go- 
vernment of Jamaica, and brought with him a 
fourth, fifth, and ſixth rate man ot war, by whom 
advice was received, that a French ſquadron, of ſu- 
perior force, had arrived at Martinico. It was ſoon 
after reported, that the French fleet at Martinico had 
Joined that at the Havannah, which united force 
being conſiderably ſuperior to any which the Engliſh 
oſſeſſed in thoſe parts, greatly alarmed all the 
iſlands. In February news was brought that the 
French fleet, conſiſting of forty ſail, with three flags, 
had been ſeen off Parto-Rico to the ſouth-weſt. Soon 
after - more certain intelligence was obtained, by 
means of a ſloop ſent out for that purpoſe, that the 
French commander in chief, lay in che gulph of La- 
gone, in Hiſpaniola, with thirty ſhips of war, hav- 
ing ſent ten of his largeſt ſhips to N. In the 
middle of May, rear-admiral Whetſtone arrived 
ſrom England with a reinforcement. Benbow con- 


2 Campbell's Lives of the Admirals, Yol. III. p. 329. 
tinued 
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tinued at Jamaica,” watching the motions of the 


French fleet, and ſending out detachments to pick up 
prizes, and to gain intelligence, until the 1 1th day 
of July, when he failed, with fix men of war, to join 
rear-admiral Whetſtope, who had been ſent out with 
alikeforceto intercept M. Du Caſs, who, according to 
intelligence received had beenſent from Carthagena, 
with four men of war, to port Louis, at the weſt-end 
of Hiſpaniola, to ſettle the aſſiento, and to deſtroy 
the trade of the Engliſh and Dutch for negroes: in 
his way thither he fell in with a French man of war, 
1 for fifty guns, and mounting thirty, which he 
orced on ſhore; and her captain, to prevent her 
| 2 into the hands of the Engliſh, ſet her on 
. ee | | 

The admizal, on the 19th day of Auguſt, 1702, in 
the evening, diſcovered-ten ſail of ſhips on the coaſt 
of Santa Martha, on the continent of South Ame- 
rica. Standing towards them, he ſoon found the 
greateſt part were French ſhips of war; whereupon, 
making the uſual ſignal for a line of battle, ke went 
away with an eaſy fail, that his ſternmoſt ſhips 
might come up and join him, the French iteer- 
ws weſtward along the ſhore, under their top- 
Their ſquadron confiſted of four ſhips, from 
ſixty to ſeventy guns, with one great Dutch-built 
ſhip of about thirty or forty; and there was another 
full of ſoldiers, the reſt ſmall ones, and a ſloop. 
Our frigates aſtern were a long while coming up, 
and the night advancing, the admiral ſteered along 
fide of the French; but though he endeavoured to get 
near them, yet he intended not to make any attack 
until the Defiance was got a-breaſt of the headmoſt. 
Before he could reach that ſtation the Falmouth, 
which was in the rear, attempted the Dutch ſhip ; 
the Windfor the ſhip a-breaſt of her; as did alſo the 

* Ts Defiance; 
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Defiance; and ſoon after the vice-admiral himſelf 
was engaged, having firſt received the fire of the 
ſhip which. was oppoſite to him; but the Defiance 
and Windſor ſtood no more than two or three broad- 
ſides e et they tacked to windward out of gun-ſhot, 
inſomuch that the two ſteramoſt ſhips of the enemy 
lay upon the admiral, and gauled him very much; 
nor did the ſhips in the rear come up to his aſſiſ- 


tance with that diligence which might have been 


expected. From four o'clock until night the fight 
continued, and though they then left off firing, 
yet the admiral kept them company; and being of 
opinion that it might be better for the ſervice if 
he had a new line of battle, and led himſelf on all 
tacks “, he did ſo, and the line of battle then ſtood 
thus: - 


| Guns. 
The Breda, Vice · ad. Benbow and capt. Fogg, 70 
The Defiance, Captain Richard Kirby, — 64 
The Greenwich, Captain Cooper Wade, — 54 
The Ruby, Captain George Walton 1. 48 
The Pendennis, Captain Thomas Hudſon, — 48 
The Windſor, Captain John Conſtable, — 60 
Ihe Falmouth, Captain Samuel Vincent, — 48 


On the 20th, at day-break, he found himſelf 
very near the enemy, with only the Ruby to aſſiſt 
him; the reſt of the ſhips lying three, four, or five 
miles aſtern. They had but little wind, and though 
the admiral was within gun-ſhot of the French, yet 
they were ſo civil as not to fire, About two in the 


| afternoon the ſea-breeze. began to blow, and then 


the enemy got into a line, making what fail they 
could; and the reſt of the ſhips not coming up, the 
admiral and the Ruby plied them with chace-guns, 
and kept them company all night. | 


® Burchet's Naval Hiſtory, p. 594- | | 
+ This officer diſtinguiſhed himſelf in the Mediterranean fixteen 

you after. The laconic epiſtle which he then wrote has been much no- 
ced ; ſee page 390 of this volume. 
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On the 21ſt, the admiral was on the quarter of 
the ſecond*ſhip of the enemy's line, within point- 
blank ſhot; but the Ruby being a-head of the ſame 


hip, ſhe fired at her, as the other ſhip did likewiſe 


that was a-head of the admiral. The Breda en- 
gaged the ſhip that firſt attacked the Ruby, and 
lied her ſo warmly, that ſhe: was forced to tow off. 
The admtral would have followed her, but the 
Ruby was in fuch a condition that he could not 
leave her. During this engagement, the rear ſhip 
of the enemy was a- breaſt of the Defiance and 
Windſor, but neither of thoſe ſhips fired a ſingle 
ſhot. On the 22d, at day-break, the Greenwich 
was five leagues a-ſtern, though the ſignal for battle 
was never taken down: about three in the after- 
noon the wind, which was before eaſterly, changed 
ro the ſouth-welt, which gave the enemy the weather- 
ape “. 
7 On the 23d, the enemy was fix leagues a-head, 
and the great Dutch ſhip ſeparated from them. Ar 
ten the enemy tacked, with the wind at ealt-north- 
eaſt; the vice-admiral fetched within point-blank 
ſhot of two of them, and each gave the other his 
broadſide. © The Ruby being difabled, the *admiral 
ſent her to Jamaica to refit. The reſt of the ſqua- 
dron now came up, and the enemy being but two 
miles off, the brave admiral was yet in hopes of 
doing ſome effectual ſervice, and therefore conti- 
nued to ſteer after them; but his ſhips, except the 
Falmouth, were ſoon a-ſtern again; at twelve the 
French began to ſeparate f. 


* See Burchet's Naval Hiſtory, and the account of the proceedings 
of vice-admiral Benbow, from whence indeed molt of the other accounts 
are tranſcribed, + In this all the accounts ve have agree; and 
nothing can be'plainer, than that, if theſe captains had now returned to 
their duty, moſt of Du Cafſe's ſquadron muſt have been taken.—+ 
Dr. Campbell. , | 
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On the 24th, about two in the morning, they 
came up within call of the ſternmoſt, there being 
then very little wind. The admiral fired a broad- 
ſide, which the French ſhip returned. At three 
o' clock the admiral's right leg was broken by a 
chain · ſñnot. The ſkirmiſh continued until day ap- 
peared, when a French ſhip, of about ſeventy guns, 


was ſeen, with her main- yard down and ſhot to 


pieces, her fore-topſail yard ſhot away, her mizen- 
maſt ſhot by the board, all. her rigging gone, and 
her ſides very much torn. The admiral ſoon after 
diſcovered the enemy ſtanding towards him with a 
ſtrong gale of wind. The Windſor, Pendennis, 
and Greenwich, ſtood a-head of the enemy, and 
bore to leeward of the diſabled ſhip, firing their 
broadſides as they paſſed her, and ſtood to the 
ſouthward : the Detiance following them, fired part 
of her broadſide, when the diſabled ſhip returning 
about twenty guns, the Defiance put her helm 
a-weather, and ran away right before the wind, 
lowered both her top-ſails, and ran to the leeward 
of the Falmouth, without any regard to the ſignal 
of battle“. | 

The enemy ſeeing theſe three ſhips ſtand to the 
ſouthward, expected they would have tacked and 
ſtood towards them, and therefore they brought too, 
with their heads to the norihward. But when they 
ſaw thoſe ſhips did not tack, they immediately bore 
down upon the flag-ſhip, and running between him 
and their diſabled ſhip, poured in all their ſhot, by 
which they brought down his main-top-ſail- yard, 
and ſhattered his rigging very much, none of the 


It was upon full evidence of this fact, that captain Kirby was con- 
demned for cowardice, though, on other occaſions, he had behaved 
well. It was generally ſuppoſed, that he was the author of this ſcheme z 
at leaſt he was charged with being ſo, by Wade and Conſtable —— 


Dr. Campbell. 
L 2 other 
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'other ſhips being near him, or taking the leaſt no- 
tice of his ſignals, though captain Fogg ordered 
4wo guns to be fired at the ſhips a-head, in order 
to remind them of their duty. The French, ſecing 
things in this confuſion, brought too; and lay by 
their own diſabled ſhip, re manned her, and took 
her in tow. When the Breda's rigging was repaired, 
the admiral, who had cauſed himſelf to be brought 
upon deck in his cradle, ordered his captain to pur- 


ſue the enemy, then about three miles to leeward, 


his line of battle ſignal ſtill diſplayed ; and orders 
were ſent to the ſeyeral captains for them to keep 
the line, and behave like men. Upon this cap- 
tain Kirby came on board the admiral, and told 
him, that he had better deſiſt ; that the French 
were very ſtrong ; and that, from what was paſt, he 
might gueſs he could make nothing of it“.“ In 
this advice all the other captains concurred, although 
the ſhips were in as good condition as could be ex- 
pected, and not above eight men killed, except in 
the vice-admiral's own ſhip, nor was there any want 
of ammunition ; whereas the enemy had now no 
more than four ſhips, from ſixty to ſeventy guns, 
and one of them diſabled and in tow. The vice- 
admiral thought proper upon this, to return with 
his ſquadron to Jamaica, where he arrived very 
weak with a fever, brought on by the loſs of his leg, 
and the agitation of his mind. Here he was ſoon 
after joined by rear-admiral Whetſtone, with the 
ſhips under his command. : 


This was depoſed at the trial, and was not denied by Kirby. After 
this, the officers of his own ſhip preſſed the admiral to retire to Jamaica, 
frem an apprehenſion, that theſe captains being become deſperate, might 
£2 oyer to the enemy, to which the admiral unwillingly —— Mr. 

cretary Burchet blames the vice - admiral for not putting all the four 
captains under an arreſt, and giving the firſt lieutenants the command 
of their reſpective ſhips ; had that ſpirited conduct been purſued, he 
thinks the French ſhips might, even then, have been either taken or 
deſtroyed, —Nawyal Hift. pa. 598. R 
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The French ſhips that were with M. Du Caſſe, 


had ſailed from Corunna, having on board the duke 


of Albuquerque, viceroy of Mexico, and a con- 
ſiderable number of ſoldiers. Theſe were ſome of 


thoſe ſhips which eluded Sir John Munden's fleet, 
and got into port. The French accounts, indeed, 


repreſent the whole affair to their own advantage, 
as is their conſtant practice upon all occaſions ; but 
M. Du Caffe, who was a brave man, and certainly 


the beſt judge of the tranſaction, appears to have 


been of another opinion, by the following ſhort 


letter, which he wrote immediately after his arrival 


at Carthagena ; the original of which is preſerved in 
admiral Benbow's family. . 8 
$1R, F 
1 Had little hopes on Monday laſt, but to have 
ped in your cabin: but it pleaſed God to order it 
otherwiſe; 1 am thankful for it. As for thoſe cow- 
ardly captains who deſerted you, hang them up; for 
by ——; they deſerve it. 
Tours, 


Du Casse. 


Vice-admiral Benbow ſoon after iſſued a com- 
miſſion to rear-admiral Whetſtone, and to ſeveral 
captains, to hold a court-martial for the trial of the 
ſeveral offenders. On the 6th of October, 1702, the 
court fat at Port-Royal, when captain Kirby, of 


the Defiance was brought upon his trial. He was 


accuſed of cowardice, breach of orders, and negle& 
of duty; which crimes were proved upon oath, by 
the admiral himſelf, ten commiſſion, and eleven 
warrant-officers; by whoſe evidence it appeared, 
that the admiral boarded Du Caſſe in perſon three 
times, and received a large wound in his face, and 

| another 
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another in his arm, before his leg was ſhot off: that 
Kirby, after two or three broadſides, kept always 
out of gun-ſhot, and by his behaviour created ſuch 
a fear of his deſertion, as greatly diſcouraged the 
Engliſh in the engagement: that he kept two or 
three miles a-ſtern all the ſecond day, though re- 
peatedly commanded to keep his ſtation; that the 
third day he did not fire a gun, though he ſaw the 
admiral in the utmoſt peril, being engaged with 
three French ſhips at once, and unſupported. + It 
was depoſed, that Kirby threatened to kill his boat- 
ſwain for repeating the admiral's command to fire. 
No ſolid defence was ſet up to invalidate theſe heavy 
charges, therefore the court adjudged him to be 
ſhot. The ſame day captain Conſtable, of the 
Windſor, was tried. His own officers vindicated him 
ſrom cowardice, but the reſt of the charge being 
clearly proved, he was ſentenced to be caſhiered, 
and to be impriſoned-during her majeſty's pleaſure. 


The next day captain Wade was tried, and the 


charge being fully proved by ſixteen commiſſion and 
warrant-officers on board his own ſhip; as alſo that 
he was drunk during the whole time of the engage- 
ment, he, making little or no defence, had the 
ſame ſentence with Kirby. As for captain Hudſon, 
 who' commanded the Pendennis, he died a few days 


before his trial ſhould have come on, and thereby 


eſcaped the fate of Kirby and Wade. | 

Upon the 12th came on the trials of captain 
Vincent, commander of the Falmouth, and captain 
Fogg, who was captain of the admiral's own ſhip 
the Breda, for ſigning, at the perſuaſion of captain 
Kirby, a paper, containing an obligation on them- 
ſelves not to fight the French. The fact was clear, 
and the captains themſelves did not diſpute it. All 
they offered in extenuation of their offence was, 


that they were apprehenſive Kirby would have de- 
2 * ſerted 
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ſerted to the enemy, and they took this ſtep to pre- 
vent it. But this tale would have hardly paſſed on 
the court-martial, if the admiral himſelf, had pot 
oiven ſome weight to their excuſes, by declaring, 
that, however they might be overſeen in ſubſcri- 
bing that paper, yet they certainly behaved them 
ſelves very gallantly in the fight. For the ſake of 
diſcipline, the court, however, thought fit to ſul-_ 
pend them, until his royal highneſs's pleaſure ſhould . 
be known. The two captains, who had received 
ſentence of death, were ſent. to England ins the 
Briſtol man of war, to have the ſentence confirmed 
by her majeſty. The firſt port they arrived at was 
Plymouth, where a warrant already lay for their im- 
mediate execution. They were therefore ſhot on 
board the ſhip, without being permitted to go 
aſhore. | 
« No two Engliſhmen,” ſays the author of the 
Britiſh Empire in America, © ever brought ſuch 
diſhonour on their country as Kirby and Wade.” 
Dr. Campbell accounts for their conduct, by ob- 
ſerving that the admiral was an honeſt, rough 
ſeamen, and fancied that his command was beſtowed 
upon him for no other reaſon, than that he ſhould 
ſerve his country : this induced him to treat captain 
Kirby, and the reſt of the gentlemen, a little roughly 
at Jamaica, when he found them not quite ſo ready 
to obey his orders as he thought was their duty ; 
and this it was that engaged them in the baſe and 
wicked deſign of putting it out of his power to 
engage the French, in hopes that, as ſo many were 
concerned in it, they might be able to juſtify them- 
ſelves, and throw the 'blame upon the admiral, 
l thereby hoping to be rid of him. But his rugged 
honeſty baffled them. The diſpoſition of this in- 
trepid ſon of Neptune may be gathered from the 
4 anſwer which he made one of his lieutenants, who 
expreſſed 
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expreſſed his ſorrow for the loſs of the admiral's leg: 
am forty for it too,” ſays the gallant Benbow ; 
« but I had father have loſt them boch, than have 
ſeen this diſhonour brought upon the Engliſh na- 
tion. But, do you hear? if another ſhot ſhould 
take me of, behave like brave men, and fight it 
out. | 

The vice-admiral took this miſcarriage ſo much 
to heart, that he became melancholy, and his grief 
cooperating with the fever occaſioned by his wounds, 
put a period to his life “. 


Having 


* Benbow was deſcended from a good family in Shrop- 
ſhire, Both his uncle Thomas Benbow, Eiq; and his 
father John Benbow, Eſq; poſſeſſed moderate eſtates in 
that county, On the rupture between Charles I. and his 
liament, theſe two brothers were among the firſt and 
ardeſt to venture their lives and fortunes in the royal 
cauſe ; they were both colonels in the king's army. The 
two Benbows greatly impaired their fortunes by their adhe- 
rence to their prince; whoſe misfortunes did not ſhake their 
loyalty, for when Charles II. attempted to regain the 
crown, they were very active in his cauſe. At the memo- 
zable battle of Worceſter, which was fought on the third 
day of September, 1653, they were both taken priſoners, 
Colonel Thomas Benbow was brought to trial, together 
with the ear! of Derby, and Sir Timothy Fetherſtonhaugh : 
they were all found guilty of the charge brought againſt 
them, namely, of being in the king's ſervice : the earl was 
executed at Bolton, in Lancaſhire ; Sir Timothy at Cheſter; 
and colonel Beribow was ſhot on the 19th of October, at 
. Shrewſbury.—Such are the fatal conſequences of civil con- 
tentions, that a man's ſteady adherence to what he thinks 
tobe right, is conſtituted a crime, and is even conſidered 
| as criminal in the higheſt degree; ſo that in ſuch fatal quar- 
rels a virtuous man is more expoſed to puniſhment, than 

the moſt abandoned peſts of ſociety. 
Our admiral's father was ſo fortunate as to effect his 
eſcape from priſon, and concealed himſelf until the reſto- 
ration; 
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ö Having now cloſed the naval operations during 
z the firſt year of this war, that our readers may have 
: a general idea of all the military tranſactions of this 
p important period, we ſhall ſay ſomething of the 
1 allied army on the continent. 

t At 


. ration; his fortune was now entirely gone, and, in ad- 
V vanced years, he was deſtitute of a ſubſiſtence, In this 
| diſtreſs he gladly accepted of an inconſiderable poſt be- 
„ longing to the ordnance, in the Tower, which only fur- 

niſhed a ſcanty pittance for himſeif and bis family. Here 
9 he continued until the firſt Dutch war in the reign of 
Charles the Second broke out; when the king, going ta 


hs inſpe& his arſenal in the Tower, caſt his eyes on his faith= 
16 ful adherent Benhow, whoſe head had been ſilvered over 
in for twenty years. Colonel Benbow,” ſaid the king, 
A « what do you here?“ „I have, replied the colene], *a 
id place of fourfcore pounds a year, in which I ſerve: your I 
al majeſty as cheerfully as if it brought me in four thouſand? 
= * Alas,” ſaid Charles, “ is that all that could be found 
* for an old friend at Worcefter ? The king hereupon or- 
ic dered him to be with him the next morning, declaringy 
ne that he would provide for him and his family ®. The joy. 
* at ſo unexpected a piece of good fortune, which was 
id heightened to him becauſe. it lowed from the benignity l 
. of his ſovereign, was too intenſe for the exhauſted powers | 
be of a feeble old man, ſo that throwing himſelf upon a bench 

hard by, he there breathed out his laſt, before the king was 
iſt well out of the Tower. ö ä | | 
an As Charles did not ſee his “ old Worceſter friend“ the . -Y 
_ next day as he had appointed, it is moſt probable that he 

at thought no more of the engagements he had made to him. 
2 So that his family, from that hour, became deſtitute, and 
ks added one to the many inſtances of the king's unfeeling 
* neglect of his beſt friends. 5 | 
. John Benbow, the ſon of this unfortunate royaliſt, was 
n bred to the ſea, and ſome writers aſſert, that his ſtation 

was, at firſt, no better than a waterman's boy; nor is the 

his probability of this fact at all leſſened, by his being owner 
to- Campbell's Lives of the Admirals, Vol. IV. p. 261, 
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At the opening of the campaign the allies de- 
clared the earl of Marlborough generaliſſimo of all 


their forces. This general, whom we ſhall ſoon find 


become the moſt fatal enemy to France that Eng- 
| | land 


and commander of a ſhip, called the Benbow frigate, in 
ſome part of Charles the Second's reign. In this veſſel he 
traded up the Mediterranean, in which employment he re- 
commended himſelf to the eſteem of the merchants, for his 
bravery, ſkill, and activity. As a commander, he had the 
character of treating his ſeamen kindly, but at the ſame 
time keeping up a rigid diſcipline. He might probably have 
ſpent his whole life in this undiſtinguiſhed ſituation, with- 
out having his talents exerted in rendering eſſential ſervice 
to his country, but for an event which very ſtrongly mark. 
ae d the ſingularity of the man, as well as his intrepidity ; 
on which accounts it led to his future advancement, This 
very remarkable ſtory is related by Dr. Campbell, who had 
it from Paul Calton, Eſq; a gentleman of Berkſhire, who 
married one of the daughters and coheirefles of our admiral, 
and who became poſſeſſed of many of his papers after his 
yon ages P | 
In the year 1686, captain Benbow, in his own veſſel the 
Benbow Frigate, was attacked, in his paſſage to Cadiz, by 
2 Sallee rover, againſt whom he defended himſelf, though 
very unequal” in the number of men, with the utmoſt 
bravery; till at laſt the Moqgrs boarded him, but were 
quickly beaten out of the ſhip, with the loſs of thir- 
teen men, whoſe heads captain Benbow ordered to be cut 
off, and'thrown into a tub of pork-pickle. When he ar- 
rived at Cadiz he went aſhore, followed by a negro ſec- 
vant, who carried the Moors heads in a ſack. He had 
ſcarce landed, before the officers of the revenue enquired 
of his ſervant what he had in his ſack? The cap- 
tain anſwered, falt-proviſions for his own uſe, That may 
be, anſwered the officers, but we muſt inſiſt upon ſeeing 
them, Captain Benbow alleged, that he was no ſtranger 
there; that he did not uſe to run goods, and pretended to 
take it ill that he was ſuſpected. The officers told him, 
that the magiſtrates were fitting not far off, and that if 
they were ſatisfied with his word, his ſervant might —_ 
WN „„ Bs wy ooo 8s” ad 3 the 
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land had produced ſince the conqueſts at Poitiers, 
Creſſy, and Agincourt, had been initiated in the 
art of war under the famous marſhal Turenne, in 
whole army he ſerved as a volunteer, where he went 


by 


the proviſion where he pleaſed ; but that, otherwiſe, it was 
not in their power to grant any ſuch diſpenſation. The 
captain conſented to the propoſal, and the parties pto- 
ceeded to the Cuſtom-Houſe ; Mr. Benbow in the front, 
his man in the centre, and the officers in the rear. The 
magiſtrates, when he came before them, treated captain 
Benbow with great civility ; told him, they were ſorry to 
make a point of ſuch a trifle, but that ſince he had refuſed 
to ſhew the contents of his ſack to their officers, the nature 
of their employments obliged them to demand a fight off 
them ; and that, as they doubted not they were ſalt provi- 
ſions, the ſhewing them could not be an objectionable 
matter. I told you, ſays the captain ſternly, they were falt 
proviſions for my own uſe ; Cæſar, throw them down upon 
the table; and, gentlemen, if you like them, they ate at 
your ſervice, The Spaniards were exceedingly ſtruck at the 
ſight of the Moor's heads, and no leſs aſtoniſhed at the 
account of the captain's adventure, who, with ſo ſmall a 
force, had been able to defeat ſuch a number of theſe cor- 
fairs. T hey ſent an account of the whole matter to the 
court of Madrid, and Charles II. then king of Spain, was fo 
much pleaſed with it. that he ſent for the Engliſh captain 
to court, Where he was received with great marks of reſpect, 
and not only diſmiſſed with a handſome preſent, but his Ca- 
tholic majeſty was alſo pleaſed to write a letter in his behalf 
to king James, who, upon the captain's return, gave him a 
ſhip, which was his introduction to the royal navy. 

After the revolution, he diſtinguiſhed himſelf by ſeveral 
ſucceſsful cruizes in the channel; where he was employed 
at the requeſt of the merchants, and not only did his duty 
by protecting the trade, and annoying the enemy, but was 
alſo remarkably careful in examining the French ports, 
gaining intelligence, and forming ſchemes for diſturbing 
the French commerce, and ſecuring our own. For this 
reaſon, he was commonly made choice of to command the 

"WE Þ ſquadrons 
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by the name. of the hand/ome' Engliſhman ; but Tu- 
renne then predicted his future greatneſs. '** He was 
not,“ ſays Voltaire, “ as thoſe generals who receive 
from the miniſtry a plan of the campaign in writing, 
25 | | and 


Squadrons employed in bombarding the French ports, of 
which we haye' already given'an account; in all which 
expeditions he ſhewed flo leſs courage than condact, being 
Aways preſent in his boat, as well to encourage, as to in- 


FruR, the ſeamen and engineers. | 
-., The diligence and activity of captain Benbow, could not 
fail of recommending him to the favour of ſo wiſe and brave 
2, prince as king William; to whoſe: perſonal kindneſs, 
founded on a juſt ſenſe of Mr. Benbow's merit, he owed his 
being ſo early promoted to a flag; after which, he was ge- 

' nerally. employed as the moſt experienced feaman in the 
navy, to watch, the motions of the French at Dunkirk, and 
to prevent, as far as it was poſſible, the depredations of 
Bubart - in which be ſhewed ſuch diligence, and did ſo 
. great ſervice, by, preſerving our merchant-ſhips, that his 
.condudt remained unimpeached, while almoſt every other 

officer of rank in the navy felt under the laſh of cenſure, 
either on the ſcore of negligence, timidity, or diſaffection. 

Whilſt party-heats divided the nation, Benbow eſcaped 
the contagion ; he difclaimed all party diſtinctions, and ſo 
Far as his influence Brtonded nge profeſſional merit alone 
the road to preferment in the navy. The ſailors looked up 
to rear-admiral Benbow as a patron, who was ever ready 
to interpoſe in their favour, and obtain redreſs of their 

_ grievances, when they ſuffered under any kind of oppreſſion 

or ill treatment, His moderation in political matters, 

, Cauſed him to live on good terms with the admirals of dif- 

. ferent parties. 

In the year 1697, he proteRed 'the Weſt-India and 
Virginia fleets from the attacks of French privateers ; for 
which eſſential ſervice he received the thanks of the mer- 
chants. When the peace of Ryſwick took place, rear- 
admiral Benbow was ſent, with a ſmall ſquadron, into the 
Weſt-Indies. At the time when the general peace of Europe 


was reſtored by that treaty, king William foreſaw the 
| * ſhortneſs 
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and who, after having executed their orders at the 
head of an army, return to ſolicit the honour of 
being continued in their command. He, at that 
time, governed the queen of England, by his be- 
5 ing 
ſhortneſs of its duration ; he therefore determined to ſend 
an experienced and active officer into that quarter of the 
world, with private inſtructions to acquaint himſelf, as 
perfectly as poſſible, with the condition of the Spaniſh ſet- 
elements there, whilſt he maintained a friendly intercourſe 
with the reſpective governors, and rendered them eve! 
aſſiſtance which might lay in his power. He continued in 
this employment two years, and executed every thing that 


could be expected from him, with the ſmall force which he 


carried out, The Britiſh Weſt-India iſlands were relieved, 
and the intereſts of the merchants and planters promoted ; 
but his circumſcribed ſtrength. procured him no civilities 
from the Spaniſh governors. Parliament arraigned the 
conduct of the miniſtry, for ſending out ſo ſmall a ſqua- 
dron, and fo late in the ſeaſon, it being the month of No- 
vember before he left England ; at the ſame time they 
gave great praiſe to the admiral's conduct whilſt on that 
ſtation. 

By the time that our admiral returned to Europe, the 
deſigns of Louis XIV. to procure the crown of Spain for 
one of his grandſons, became more apparent, an king 
William had already taken preparatory ſteps to defeat that 
icheme. As he foreſaw another general war ready to break 
out in Europe, he made a promotion of naval officers, b 
which Mr. Benbow became vice-admiral of the blue. In 


order to diſappoint the French in their views upon the 


Spaniſh ſucceſſion, it was thought neceſſary to ſend out 
immediately a ſtrong ſquadron to the Weſt-Indies. The 
choice of an officer to command, in this important ſervice, 
greatly embarraſſed the miniſtry, Our admiral indeed was 
named as ſoon as the deſign was formed, but the king 
thought it was exaCting too much from his gallant admiral, 
to ſend him back to a ſtation, where he muſt continue a 
conſiderable time, and was likely to encounter nothing but 
difficulties, and hard ſervice; he therefore rejected the 
propoſal, and bad them name ſome other officer, Others 

were 
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ing ſo neceſſary a perſon, and by the influence which 
his wife had over her majeſty. He entirely led the 
Parliament by his own power and intereſt, joined 
to that of Godolphin, the lord · treaſurer, whoſe ſon 
ee IA was 
Were accordingly pitched upon, but none could be found 
| to, reliſh. the appointment; each urged ſome reaſon or 
| other for declining it. Naval commands were, at that 
time, too much entruſted to men as little ſkilled in the du- 
ties of their profeſſion, as warmed with a zeal for the ſer- 
vice, both of which are neceſſary to conſtitute an ufeful 
officer. Court-favour brought forward a ſet of well-bred 
. gentlemen, who had no reliſh for the hardy toils, and the 
familiar acquaintance with danger, which ought to be inſe- 
" Parable from the profeſſion, The king hereupon ſaid, 
- * zocularly, „ Well, 1 find we muſt ſpare our beaus, and 
ſend honeſt Benbow.“ Accordingly, his "majeſty ſent for 
Him, and aſked him if he was willing to go again to the 
Meſt-Indies? at the ſame time leaving it to his own choice, 
to accept or refuſe the offer. The blunt tar replied, ©* that 
he did not underſtand ſuch compliments; that he knew 
of no right he had to chooſe his ſtation; and that it his 
majeſty thought fit to ſend. him to the .Eaſt-Indies, or to 
the Weſt, or even to the Antipodes, he would cheerfully 
and faithfully execute his orders, as was his duty to do.” 
Hereupon vice-admiral Benbow received the unenvied com- 
mand of the Weſt-India ſquadron. The inſtructions 
given our admiral were, to prevail on the Spaniſh gover- 
nors, if poſſible, to renounce Philip for their king; and 
if that could not be effected, then to endeavour to ſeize the 
galleons. We have already related every material circum- 
ſtance reſpecting this enterprize. Benbow's rough man- 
ners were not reliſned by the captains who ſerved under him 
whilſt they continued at Jamaica, therefore' they deter- 
| mined to ſacrifice the intereſts of their country to gratify 
a private pique againſt their commander; for which pur- 
poſe they entered into a baſe confederacy, that if they 
ſhould happen to fall in with any part of the French fleet, 
not to fight, but to leave their admiral to bear the brunt 
of the action as well as he could. How e exactly they ad- 


hered to this reſolution, when they fell in with Du Caſle's 
ſquadron, 
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was married to his daughter. Thus, maſter of the 
court, the parliame nt, and the exchequer, more a 
king than William had been, as great a palitician, 


and a much greater general, he did more than the 


_ allies 


ſquadron, has been ſeen, as well as the puniſhment that 
was inflicted on the delinquents for this act of treachery. 


Benbow lived near a month after the court- martial had fat 
on his captains, He was well aware of his danger, and 


formed no expectations of a recovery, In all the extre- 
mity of pain which he endured, he maintained the cha- 
racter of an Engliſh admiral to the laſt, never abating of 
that firm and undaunted ſpirit which he diſplayed through- 
out the engagement, To the laſt, he iſſued out orders for 
the protection of trade; and, in the letters which he 
wrote home to his lady, he diſcovered much greater anxiety 
for the intereſt of the nation, than for his private fortune, 
or the concerns of his family. Queen Anne entertained 
a juſt regard for the memory of this gallant man, and ſpoke 
of his loſs with great concern, No flag-officer in the Bri- 
tiſh navy, ſince admiral Benbow, has died in action, or in 
conſequence of wounds received in battle, although a period 
of eighty years has now (1782) elapſed, To prevent all ap- 
plications for mercy in behalf of the two captains that were on 
their paſſage from Jamaica to England, to ſuffer the ſentence 
inflicted on them by a court-martial, ſhe ſigned a dead warrant 
for each of the weſtern ports, whither they were forwarded, as 
it was uncertain at which of thoſe ports the ſhip might touch. 

The admiral's ſiſter preſented the corporation of Shrewſ- 
bury with his picture, during his life-time, whocauſed itto be 


hung up in their town-hall, where it ſtill remains, as ateſtimony 


of the eſtimation in which he was held by his countrymen. 
Admiral Benbow had many children; of his ſons, one, 
who was named after his father, John, met with very ſin- 
gular adventures; the reſt died without iſſue, and nothin 
is known concerning them, This John Benbow, the 
younger, was bred to the fea, and went to the Eaſt-Indies 
in quality of fourth-mate, on board the Degrave, captain 
William Young ; and in her he paſſed the Bowen on the 
19th day of February, 1701, when his father, the admi- 
ral, lay there with his ſquadron, ready to proceed to the 
Weſt- Indies, on his laſt fatal voyage. The Degrave _ 
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allies could ur, He had, to a degree above all 
the generals of his time, that calm courage in the 
midſt of tumult, that ſerenity of ſoul in danger, 
which the Englifn call @ cool head. And it was 
"En perhaps 


riyed at Bengal, where her captain and firſt mate died. 


Tbe captain left a ſon, who was ſecond mate, who there- 


upon took the command, and Mr, Benbow became ſecond 
mate on the homeward paſlage. In ſailing down the 
Ganges, on their return, the ſhip ran aground, but was 
got off without any apparent damage ; but they had not 
been long at ſea before ſhe became ſo leaky, that two 
chain-pumps were conſtantly kept going : this laborious 
exertion they were obliged to continue for two months, 
when they were ſo fortunate as to reach a {mall iſland, on 
which the Dutch had formed a ſettlement. Here they 


were hoſpitably received, and furniſhed with every accom- 


modation that the place could afford : but they were not 
able to come at their leak. They continued here a 
month, and took on board fifty Laſcars, or Mooriſh ſea- 
men; and having one hundred and ſeventy hands on board, 
they raſhly ventured out to ſea, with their ſhip ſo ill- con- 
ditioned. Their object was to reach the Cape of Good- 
Hope, but they had ſailed only a few days, when the 
leak gained ſo much upon them, that notwithſtanding they 
pumped day and night, yet it was with difficulty the ſhip 
was kept afloat, and they were ſix hundred leagues from 
the Cape. Every one was now impatient to make for the 
neareſt land, and all other conſiderations were abſorbed in 


-the deſire of eſcaping death. They therefore bent their 


courſe towards Madagaſcar ; and reaching the ſouthern part 
of that iſland, brought the ſhip within a quarter of a 
mile of the coaſt : but although they cut down her maſts 
and rigging, threw the guns, and even the e 
board, they could not bring her nearer ſhore. Hayin 
already loft their long boat and pinnace, they conſtructe 


a raſt, with which, with great difficulty, every perſon on 


board got ſafely toland. But though they ſaved their lives, 


they loſt their liberties : the king of that part of the iſland 


immediately made them priſoners, and, in the ſame 
wretched condition they found more of their countrymen ; 


among whom were two captains, named A and 
| tewart 


char. III.] or GREAT BRITAIN. op 


perhaps this quality, the greateſt gift of nature for 
command, which formerly gave the Engliſn ſo many 
advantages over the French “.“ 130 | 
Prince Eugene, who commanded the Imperialiſts, 
on his part, no ſooner finiſhed one campaign than 
he repaired to Vienna, to make preparations 
for another; and it cannot but appear evident, 
how much better an army muſt ſubſiſt, when the 
general himſelf acts as the miniſter. Theſe two 
great men, who ſometimes jointly . commanded, 
and ſometimes ſeparately, lived always in -a good 


underſtanding: they had frequent conferences at 
| \# tte 
» Age of Louis XIV. chap. 17. 


Stewart, the former of whom commanded a ſhip belonging 
to the Scotch Darien company. It was not long before 
ſome of theſe unhappy people, amounting to about fifty or 
ſixty, among whom were the officers, formed a plan for 
eſcaping out of this diſtrict of the iſland, and ſecreting 
themſelves on ſome ſpot near the coaſt, where they might 
chance to deſcry ſome European ſhip. In effecting this 
bold deſign, the whole company were miſerably butchered 
by the natives, except Mr. Benbow, and the captains 
Drummond and Stuart, with four or five of their crew; 
and one Robert Drury, a boy, whoſe life the Indians 
ſpared, though they took him priſoner. Mr. Benbow 
continued ſeveral years, after this event, among a different 
tribe of Indians, whoſe manners were leſs ſavage ; here he 
conformed to their mode of living, and, like them, threw off 
entirely the ſuperfluous incumbrance of cloaths. At length 
he eſcaped on board a Dutch ſhip, the captain of which, 
having been well acquainted with his father, ſhewed him 
every mark of reſpect, and at length reſtored him in ſafety 
to his native country. (Robert Proc, after bee 
youre a ſlave, was redeemed by one Captain William 


ackett, and brought to England in 1716. He reſided in 
London many years, and there publiſhed an account of his 
adventures.) The fingularity of the events which Mr. John 
Benbow, junior, experienced, has led us to make fo long 
Vo, III. N | 2 di- 
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the Hague with the grand penſionary Heinſius, the 
miniſter, who governed Holland. Theſe three 
ſtateſmen ſo concerted meaſures, that they put the 
ſprings of half Europe in motion, againſt the houſe 
of Bourbon. They always kept the plan of the 
operations of the campaign a profound ſecret. 
They themſelves concerted their deſigns, and never 
communicated them even to thoſe whoſe aſſiſtance 
was neceſſary, till on the point of execution. Cha- 
millard, the French miniſter, on the contrary, be- 
ing no politician, no warrior, nor even well verſed 
in the public revenues, was greatly unequal to the 
part of a prime miniſter. His own- incapacity to 
concert meaſures, made him therefore have recourſe 
to the aſſiſtance of many inferior officers; by which 


means his meaſures were often revealed, even before 


he had fully determined upon them, 

Marlborough began his command with ad- 
vancing from obſcurity ſubaltern officers, in whom 
he diſcerned merit, without confining himſelf to 
the order of the military roll. He knew, that when 
promotion is only the conſequence of ſeniority, 
emulation 1s extinguiſhed ; and that the oldeſt is far 


a digreſſion. It is probable, that this Avus man's long 
abſence from home, together with the ſhip which he was 
on board having never been heard of for a ſeries of years, 
made it firmly believed that he had periſhed at ſea: ſo that 
the fortune which the admiral died poſſeſſed of, deſcended to 
his two ſurviving daughters, who thereby became coheireſſes; 
the eldeſt of whom married Paul Calton, Eſq, of Milton, 
near Abington, Bucks, who was living ſome few years ago. 


Their brother, Mr. John Benbow, lived many years after 


his return to England, and wrote a deſcription of the ſouthern 
part of Madagaſcar, which was handed about in manuſcript 
among his acquaintance, and by that means was loſt ; the 
family having, in vain, attempted to recover ſo curious a 


performance, 
from 
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from being the beſt officer. He formed men at once. 
When he came into the field, . he gained ground 
conſiderably oa the French, even without fighting. 
The firſt month of the campaign, count d'Atlone, 
the Dutch general, diſputed the command; but, on 
the ſecond, was obliged to yield to him in every 
reſpect. The French monarch had ſent againſt him 
his grandſon the duke of Burgundy, a wiſe and juſt 
prince, born to make men happy. The marſhal 
de Bouflers, a brave and indefatigable general, 

commanded under this young prince. But the duke, 
after having, in vain, attempted to take ſeveral 
places, and having been forced to retreat by the ex- 
cellent marches of the Engliſh general, returned to 
Verſailles in the middle of the campaign. Bouflers 
now remained alone a ſpectator of the ſucceſs of 
Marlborough, who took Venlo, Ruremonde, and 
Liege, always advancing, and never, for a moment, 
quitting his ſuperiority. 

Marlborough, at his return to London after 
this campaign, received all the honours that could 
be conferred, either by a monarchy or republic; 
he was created a duke by the queen, and, which 
was ſtill more grateful, received the thanks 'of both 
houſes of parliament, who ſent a depuration of their 
number to wait upon him, at his houſe, for that 
purpole, 

The continuance of the parliament, which fat at 
the time of the king's death, was limited to fix 
months after that event. The queen, however, 
diſſolved it before that time, and iſſued writs for 
calling a new one. This new parliament was chiefly 
compoſed of Tory members: it met on the 20th 
day of October 1702, and choſe Mr. Harley for their 
ſpeaker. In the courſe of this ſeſſion three million 
five hundred and ſeventeen thouſand nine hundred 
and fifty. ſeven Pounds ſeven ſhillings and two- 

N 2 | pence, 
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pence, were voted for the ſervice of the enſuing 
year, which, at that time, was conſidered as an im- 
menſe ſum, though, in after- times, much larger 
have. been granted on the bare probability of a war. 
It was reſolved, that forty thouſand ſeamen ſhould 
be employed, and. the like number of land- forces. 
In the month of March 1703, the queen made a naval 
promotion; by which the marquis of Carmarthen 
was advanced, from being vice-admiral of the white 
to be vice-admiral of the red; John Graydon, Eſq; 
was made vice-admiral of the white ; John Leake, 
Eſq; vice-admiral of the blue; George Byng, Eſq; 
rear-admiral of the red; Thomas Dilkes, Eſq; rear- 
admiral of the white; and Bazil Beaumont, Eſq; 
rear-admiral of the blue. 

The houſe of peers voted their thanks to the duke 
of Ormond, for his ſervices ,at Vigo; and, at the 
ſame time, drew up an addreſs to the queen, defir- 
ing ſhe would order the duke of Qrmond, and Sir 
George Rooke, to lay before them an account of 
their proceedings: a requeſt with which her ma- 
zeſty complied. Both thoſe officers were thanked 
by the houſe of commons; and the queen knighted 
vice-admiral Hopſon, and beſtowed-on him a con- 
ſiderable penſion. The duke of Ormond, at his re- 
turn from the expedition, had complained openly of 
Rooke's conduct, and ſeemed determined to ſub- 
ject him to a public accuſation; but that officer was 
ſuch a favourite among the commons, that the court 
was afraid to diſoblige them by an impeachment, 
and took great pains to mitigate the duke's reſent- 
ment. Ormond was appointed lord- lieutenant of 
Ireland, and Rooke was admitted into the privy- 
council. A motion however being made in the 
houſe of lords, that the admiral's inſtructions and 
journals, relating to the laſt expedition, might be 
examined; à committee was appointed for that pur- 

ce poſe, 
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poſe, and prepared an unfavourable report; but it 
was rejected by a. majority of the houſe; and they 
voted, that Sir George Rooke had done his duty, 
purſuant to the councils of war, like a brave officer, 
to the honour of the Britiſh nation“. The admiral, 
in his defence, imputed the miſcarriage of the ex- 
pedition againſt Cadiz to the nature of his inſtruc- 
tions, which, it is certain, were not a little em- 
barraſſing, accaſioned by the ſituation in which 
England ſtood with Spain. The Spaniards had a king 
called to the ſucceſſion by the will of their late ſo- 
vereign, and who. was generally acknowledged; 
whereas the allies had not, at that time, ſet up any 
other king, but only invited the Spaniards, in ge- 
neral terms, to ſupport the intereſt of the houſe of 
Auſtria, If therefore the Engliſh had employed 
their force vigorouſly againſt Cadiz, they would have 
eſtranged from their intereſt thoſe whoſe favour they 
wanted to conciliate. The declaration which the 
duke of Ormond publiſhed when he arrived at Spain, 
breathed nothing but peace and protection: on the 
other hand, the inſtructions under which the com- 
manders were to act, empowered them to uſe hoſti- 
lities : ſo that whatever line of conduct was adopt- 
ed, whether mildneſs or ſeverity, the commanders 
were alike expoſed to cenſure. The admiral farther 
obſerved, that by endeavouring to avoid giving 
grounds for either of the charges, he had drawn 
upon himſelf both. At firſt he had inclined to gen- 
tle means, the conſtruction given to which was, that 
he intended only to amuſe, and make a ſhow ; but 
finding ſuch a courſe ineffectual, and that after the 
-outrages committed at port St. Maries, by the Eng- 
liſh troops, no voluntary acquieſcence could be 
expected from the Spaniards, he propoſed to bom- 


* Smollett's Hiſtory of England, Vol. IX. p. 295. 
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bard the place. This proceeding was violently op- 
poſed by the prince of Heſſe Darmſtadt, who was 
the officer deputed by the emperor, becauſe it 
would alienate the people entirely from the intereſt 
of the houſe of Auſtria, The admiral went on to 
obſerve, that as fair means would do nothing, and 
force was not to be tried, the only meaſure left was 
to return home, 7 

Nothing memorable happened at ſea during the 
ſummer of the year 1703. Sir George Rooke 
cruiſed in the channel in order to alarm the coaſt of 
France, and protect the trade of England. The 
grand fleet was commanded by Sir Cloudeſley Sho- 
vel: it conſiſted of twenty-ſeven ſhips of the line; 
and, under him, were rear-admiral Byng, and Sir 
Stafford Fairborne : this force was afterwards aug- 
mented by eight ſhips, which were commanded by 
vice-admiral Leake. It was not until the middle 
of June, that the Dutch fleet joined him, which 
amounted to no more than twelve ſhips, carrying 


three flags, $ 
On the 1ſt day of July the combined fleet ſailed 
from St. Helens, and proceeded to the Mediter- 
ranean, whither they eſcorted the Turkey fleet, and 
accompanied it to the coaſt of Italy. The fleet then 
put into Leghorn to procure water. On the 22d 
day of September the admiral appeared before Al- 
rea, on the coaft of the province of Valentia, where 
brigadier Seymour landed,- and encamped with two 
thouſand five hundred marines. The admiral pub- 
liſhed a ſhort manifeſto, ſignifying, that he was not 
come to diſturb, but to protect the good ſubjects 
of Spain, who ſhould ſwear allegiance to their law- 
ful monarch the archduke Charles, and endeavour 
to ſhake off the yoke of France : but this declara- 
tion produced little or no effect. One deſign of 
this armament was to aſliſt the Cevennois, inhabi- 
. 8 
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tants of the province of Languedoc, who being 

roteſtants, had been perſecuted into a revolt, ind 
implored the aſſiſtance of the maritime powers. 
The admiral detached two of his ſhips, the Tartar 
and the Pembroke, into the gulph of Narbonne, 
with ſome refugees and French pilots, who had con- 
certed ſignals with the Cevennois; but the marſhal 
de Montreville, who commanded the French troops 
employed to reduce them, had ſo effectually occu- 
pied the paſſes that led to their mountainous re- 
ceſſes from the ſea-coaſt, that no aſſiſtance could 
be rendered them ; and the Engliſh captains, hav- 
ing repeated their ſignals to no purpoſe, re- joined 
their admiral, Whilſt the admiral lay at Leghorn, 
he detached captain Swanton to Tunis and Tripoli, 
and ſent rear-admiral Byng to Algiers, to renew the 
peace with thoſe pyratical States, and then returned 
to England. On the 16th day of November, the 
fleet being off the Iſle of Wight, captain Norris, 
(afterwards Sir John Norris) in the Orford, a ſhip 
of the third rate, together with the Warſpight' of 
ſeventy guns, and the Litchfield of fifry, being a 
head of the fleet, gave chaſe to a French ſhip of war, 
and beginning to engage about eight o'clock at 
night, the firing continued till two in the morning, 
when the Frenchman ſtruck. She was homeward 
bound from Newfoundland, was larger than an Eng- 
liſh ſixty gun ſhip, but mounted only fifty guns, 
and had on board three hundred and ſeventy men; 
ſhe was called the Hazardous, and was commanded 
by M. de la Rue“. 

This bootleſs expedition excited great diſcon- 
tents in the nation. The merchants complained 
that they were il} provided with convoy. The ſhips 
of war were victualled with damaged proviſions, 
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and charges of miſmanagement lay in every branch 
of the marine department. For theſe' neglects and 
male-praftices the nation loudly cenſured thoſe who 
acted as council to the lord high-admiral, 3 
While the grand fleet rode in the Mediter- 
ranean, the admiralty - council received intelli- 
ce, that a conſiderable fleet of French mer- 
ant-ſhips, with their convoy, were in Cancalle 


Bay, near St. Maloes; orders were therefore 


ſent to tear- admiral Dilkes, who was then at Spit- 
head with a ſmall ſquadron, to ſail immediately 


in purſuit of them, which he did on the 22d of 


July. On the 24th he ordered the captain of the 
Nonſuch, to ſtretch a-head of the ſquadron, and 
ſtand as near Alderney as poſſible, and ſend his 


boat aſhore to gain intelligence. On the 25th he 


ſtood towards the Caſquets for the ſame purpoſe, 
and at ſix in the evening anchored off the ſouth-weſt 

art of Jerſey; ſrom whence he ſent captain Cham- 

rlain, commander of the Spy brigantine, to the 
Ne in order to procure the beſt intelligence. 

he governor ſent to him captain James Lamprier, 
and captain Thomas Pipon, who well 'uaderſtood 
that coaſt, by whom being informed of a fleet about 
forty ſail, plying to the windward, on the 15th, to 
get to Granville, the rear-admiral, upon conſulta- 
tion, at a council of war, with the pilots, reſolved 
to ſail immediately, though the tide fell croſs in the 
night, .that getting clear of the weſtermoſt rocks 
of the Minques, he might attack the enemy, by 
break of day, the next morning ; accordingly, per- 
ceiving the enemy at anchor about a league to the 
weſtward of Granville, at break of day they, upon 


his approach, got under fail, and ſtood in for the 


ſhore. . 
T he rear-admiral followed them as far as the pi- 


lot would venture, and found them to conſiſt of 
| | forty- 
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forty-three merchant-ſhips, and three men of war, 
Being come within four feet water more than the 
ſhip drew, he manned fall the boats of his fleet. 
By noon he took fifteen fail; burnt fix, and ſunk 
three; the reſt ſtood fo far into a bay, between 
Avranche and the mount St. Michael, that the pi- 
lots thought it raſh to attack them ; whereupon, on 
the 27th in the morning, it was reſolved, at a coun- 
eil of war, to go into the bay with the Hector, Mer- 
maid, a fire-ſhip, the Spy brigantine, a ſhip of fix 
guns, taken the day before from the enemy, a ketch 
fitted as a fire-ſhip, and all the boats of the ſqua- 
dron, which was performed between teh and eleven 
in the morning, the' rear-admiral being preſent, 
accompanied by captain Fairfax, captain Legg, and 
captain Mighells; as alſo by the captains Lamprier 
and Pipon. 

There were three ſhips equipped for war; one of 
eighteen guns, which the enemy burnt ; the ſecond 
of fourteen guns, which Mr. Paul, firſt lieutenant 
of the Kent, ſet on fire, who in this ſervice was ſhot 
through the lewer jaw, and had four men killed; 
and a third of eight guns, which was brought off, 
Seventeen more of the merchant-ſhips were burnt 
and deſtroyed, ſo that, of the whole fleet, only four 
eſcaped, by getting under the command of Gran- 
ville fort. The enemy, during this attack, ſent 
ſeveral large ſhallops from Granville, but with no 
ſucceſs, the rear-admiral having manned a brigan- 
tine with eighty men, and another veſſel, of fix 
guns, with forty, who covered all the boats. This 


. laſt veſſel unfortunately run aground, which ob- 


liged the rear-admiral to burn her. During the time 
this action, about five thouſand of the enemy 
appeared on ſhore, but they remained quiet ſpec- 
tators of the devaſtation committed on the French 
ſhips, for they made no advances to attack the 
Vol. III. * Engliſh, 
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Engliſh*. For this ſignal ſervice the queen ordered 
gold medals to be ſtruck, and preſented to the 
rear-admiral, and all his officers. - «ff | 
In the Weſt-Indies no advantages were gained 
during the year 1703. Sir George Rooke, in the 
preceding year, had detached, from the Mediter- 
ranean, captain Hovenden Walker, with fix third- 
rate men of war and ſome tranſports, having on board 
four regiments of ſoldiers, for the Leeward-Iſlands. 
Being joined at Antigua by ſome troops under co- 
lonel Coddrington, they made a deſcent upon the 
Iſland of Guadaloupe, where they razed the fort, 
burnt the town, ravaged the country, and re-em- 
barked with precipitation, in conſequence of a re- 
rt, that the French had landed nine hundred men 

on the back of the iſland. When the news of vice- 
admiral Benbow's death reached England, vice- 
admiral Graydon was ſent out with three ſhips of the 
line, to take the command of the fleet in that 
ſtation 3 a fifty and a ſixty gun ſhip were ordered to 
accompany the admiral one hundred and fifty leagues 
beyond Cape Clear. Whilſt they were purſuing this 
courſe, they deſcried four French men of war to lee- 
ward, The admiral threw out the ſignal for a line 
of battle, but the French ſhips, although foul, (for 
they were part of M. Du Caſſe's ſquadron,” which 
admiral Benbow had engaged,) outſailed the Eng- 
liſh, and eſcaped. Graydon kept on his a 
without crowding fail to overtake the enemy; and 
on the 12th day of May arrived at Barbadoes, 
where he was informed of the diſtreſſed ſituation of 
the fleet and 'troops that had quitted Guadaloupe, 
\ and were then at Nevis. Having collected all the 
= . ſupplies that the iſland could furniſh, he failed to 
1 their relief, which having very ſeaſonably effected, 
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he proceeded to Jamaica, and arrived there on the 


ath day of June. There he quarrelled with the 


principal planters of the iſland; and his ſhips 


beginning to be crazy, their maſts, ſtores, and 
rigging very defective, whilſt the whole fleet was ill- 
manned, he reſolved to return to England. Ac- 
cordingly, having left ſome ſhips to protect that 
iſland, he proceeded with the reſt through the gul 

of Floriga, deſigning to attack the French at Pla- 
centia, in Newfoundland. He fell in with the coaſt 
on the'2d day of Auguſt, in the evening of which 
day ſo intenſe a fog aroſe, that the' like 'had ſcarce 
ever been known even there, where fogs prevail 
more than in any other part of the known world: 
it continued during thirty days, and cauſed the fleet 
to be ſo diſperſed, that it could not be aſſembled 
again until the 3d day of September; when the 
vice-admiral called a council of war, to deliberate 
on the expediency of attempting to reduce Pla- 
centia, and thereby entirely diſpoſſeſs the French of 
Newfoundland. The officers that compoſed this 
council were, vice-admiral Graydon, rear-admiral 
Whetſtone, and thirteen ſea-captains; of the land- 
officers, colonel Rivers, commander in chief, ſix 
captains, and an engineer. It appeared, that the 
ſhips were in a bad condition, thinly manned, 
their crews ſickly, a ſcarcity of provifions, and the 
men already at ſhort allowance; the ſoldiers ren- 
dered unfit for ſervice, by the ſeverity of the cli- 
mate, which had reduced five regiments to one 
thouſand and thirty-five men; and farther, the re- 
inforcement which was expected from New-England 
had failed: whilit, on the other hand; the French at 
Placentia were ſuppoſed to exceed in number, thoſe 
that were to — them ; beſides which, the ap- 
proaches were to be carried on with great diſadvan- 
cage of ground; this ſtate of affairs led the council 
O 2 unanimouſly 
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unanimouſly, to reſolve, that to make an attempt on 
that place, wich their ſhipping and force, at that ad- 
vanced ſeaſon, was highly unwarrantable, as inftead 
of any probability of ſucceſs preſenting itfelf, it 
was likely to iſſue in the diſhonour of her majeſty's 
arms. Hereupon Graydon returned to England, 
without having procured any advantages to his 
country, or any glory to himſelf, 
The war on the continent continued to rage with 
great fury. The duke of Savoy, this year, deſerted 
the intereſts of France and Spain, and concluded a 
treaty with the emperor. Peter H. king of Portu- 
gal, alſo joined himſelf to the grand alliance. In 
the Netherlands, the duke of Marlborough having 
concerted meaſures with the States of the United 
Provinces, was enabled to appear early in the field. 
He opened the campaign with the ſiege of Bonn, a 
ſtrong city in the circle of the Lower Rhine, and 
the uſual reſidence of the elector of Cologne. 


That prince had placed Bonn, with the reſt of his 


dominions, in the hands of France, in the begin- 
ning of the war. The city was inveſted on the ath 
day of April; the trenches were opened on the 3d 
day of May; and the marquis d' Alegre, tho' he made 
a-gallant reſiſtance, was forced to ſurrender the place, 
after a ſiege of twelve days. The French army, 
under the marſhals Villeroi and de Boufflers, having, 
in the mean time, advanced: towards Maeſtricht, 
and taken Tongres, the duke of Marlborough re- 
joined the confederate army in Flanders, and ad- 


vanced againſt the enemy. The French declining 


battle, retired within their lines, which the duke 
reſolved to force. The baron de Sparr performed 
this ſervice with ſpirit and ſucceſs. The duke of 


Marlborough had formed the deſign of reducing 


Antwerp, which was garriſoned by Spaniſn troops, 
under the command of the marquis de 9 
| c 
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He intended, with the grand army, to attack the 
enemy's lines on the fide of Louvaine and Mechlin, 
while he detached Cochorn, with his flying camp, 
on the right of the Scheld, rowards Dutch Flanders, 
to amuſe the marquis de Bedmar on that ſide; atid 
he ordered the baron Opdam, with twelve thou- 
ſand men, to take poſt between Eekeren and Ca- 
pelle, near Antwerp, that he — — act againſt that 
part of the lines which was defended by Spaniſh 
forces. Opdam, in attempting to force the lines; 
was driven back with loſs, and obliged to retreat to 
Eillo, with a ſmall part of his army ; he believing 
all was loſt, fled to Breda, whilſt general Schlun- 
genburg rallied the flying troops, and brought them 
o make head againſt the French fo effectually, 
chat the enemy were, in their turn, obliged” ro 

retire. 8 an | | : 
The French being unwilling to, riſk a general 
engagement with the allies, who were ſuperior in 
conduct as well as in force, the duke of Matlbo- 
rough ſar down, with little interruption, before 
ſome places of conſiderable ſtrength, and by re- 
ducing them, cloſed the campaign with honour and 
advantage. Huy, on the Maeſe, fell into. his 
hands on the 26th day of June: in September he 
poſſeſſed himſelf of Limbourg ; and alben the city 
of Guildres had been blockaded and bombarded 
for fourteen months, it ſurrendered to the allies on 
the 17th day of September: ſo that, before the end 
of the campaign, the allies remaineed maſters of all 
the Spaniſh Guelderland. Such was the campaign 
of 1703 in the Netherlands, which would probably 
have been followed by more important conſequences, 
if the duke of Marlborough had not been reſtricted 
by the deputies of the States-general, who began 
to be influenced by the intrigues of the Louveſtein 
Party, which having formerly oppoſed a ſtadtholder, 
were 
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were now equally averſe to the appointment of a 
ſingle dictator, in the perſon of the duke of Marl- 
borough, We have already obſerved, that the bi- 
gotry of Louis XIV. had kindled the flames of ci- 
vil war in his own dominions; his ſeverity having 
forced the proteſtants in the Cevannes, to an in- 
ſurrection, which was not yet quelled. The allies, 
however, neglected to avail themſelves of this 
circumſtance ; and after the ineffeQtual attempt 


to aſſiſt the inſurgents, by means of a fleet 


ſent into the Mediterranean, nothing farther was 
. for the relief of thoſe oppreſſed reli- 
gioni aer | ; | 

The parliament met on the gth day of November, 
1703, where great unanimity prevailed ; and the ne- 


ceſſary proviſion for maintaining the war by-ſea and 
land, during the next year, was chearfully and li- 


berally made. The. treaties concluded ſince the re- 


ceſs of parliament, and the eſtimates of the army 


and navy being laid before the houſe of commons, 


they voted, that forty thouſand men, including five 


_ thouſand; marines, ſhould be employed for the ſea- 
ſervice of 1704; and that four pounds a man, each 
month, allowing thirteen for the year, ſhould: be 
ranted for the maintenance of that force“. 
Whilſt theſe tranſactions paſſed in parliament, a 


calamity of a very uncommon kind happened. In 


the night of the 26th of November, the moſt vio- 
lent tempeſt ever known in England, ſuddenly aroſe. 
The wind blowing from the ſouth-weſt, with in- 


credible force and noiſe, was accompanied with 


ſuch flaſhes of lightning and peals of thunder, as 
threw the ſouthern part of the kingdom, where its 
fury was chiefly felt, into conſternation :-it',conti- 
nued from about eleven o'clock at night to ſeven the 
N O Journals, November 256 
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next morning. The houſes in Londop ſhook 
from their foundations. Many of them fell; and 
buried the inhabitants in their ruins; and thoſe 
which eſcaped were ſtripped of their tiles. The 
water overflowed ſeveral ſtreets, and roſe to a 
conſiderable height in Weſtminſter-Hall ; London- 
bridge was almoſt choaked up with the wrecks 
of veſſels that periſhed in the river, The loſs 
ſuſtained by the capital was computed at a million 
ſterling ; and the city of Briſtol ſuffered to a pro- 
digiaus amount: but the chief national damage fell 
upon the navy. Thirteen ſhips of war were loſt, 
together with fifteen hundred ſeamen, including 
rear-admiral Beaumont, who was then at anchor in 
the Downs, where his ſhip foundered®, However, 
mh rp this 

The following is the beſt account that can be given of the particu- 


| lars of this great loſs: | 


1. The Reſerve, a fourth rate, captain John Anderſon commander, 
loit at Yarmouth. The captain, the ſurgeon, the clerk, and forty-four 


men ſaved ; the reſt of the crew drowned, being one hundred and e- 


venty-five. 

2. The Vanguard, a ſecond rate, funk in Chatham harbour, with 
neither men nor guns in her. | | 
3. The Northumberland, a third rate, _—_ Greenway, loſt on the 
Goodwin Sands; all her company was loft, being two hundred and 
twenty men, including twenty-four mariners. 
4. The Sterling-Cattle, a third rate, captain Johnſon, on the Good. 
win Sands; ſeventy men, of which were four marine officers, ſaved; the 
reſt were drowned, being two hundred and hx. 
' 5, The Mary, 4 fourth rate, rear-admira} Beaumont, captain Edward 
Hopſon, on the Goodwin Sands; the captain and purſer aſhore; one 
man, whoſe name was Thomas Atkins, ſaved; the reſt, to the number 
of two hundred and ſixty- nine, with the rear-admiral, drowned, The 
eſcape 6f this Atkins was very remarkable. He ſaw the rear-àdmiral, 
when the ſhip was breaking, get upon a piece of her quarter-deck, . 


from which he. Was ſoon waſhed off; and, about the ſame time, Atkins 


was toſſed by a wave into the Sterling-Caſtle, which fioking ſoon after, 
he was thrown the third man into her beat, by a wave that waſhed him 
from the wreck. © "19 
6. The York, a fourth rate, captain Smith, loſt at Harwich ; all her 
men ſaved except four. ie | 

7. The Mortar Bomb, a fifth rate, — — Raymond, on the Good- 
win Sands; all her company loſt, being ſixty- five. | 

8. The Eagle advice-boat, a fixth rate, captain Boſtock, loſt on the 
coaſt of Sufſex ; all her company, being forty- five, ſaved. I 


9. The 


| 
| 
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this loſs was fepgired with incredible diligence ; 
the queen immediately iſſuing orders for building 2 
greater number of ſhips than thoſe which had been 
deſtroyed ; ſhe alſo exerciſed her bounty for the relief 
of ſhip-wrecked ſeamep, and the widows of thoſe 
who were drowned, in a manner that endeared her 
to all her ſubjects. _ | 
The ſtorm which proyed ſo fatal to England, was 
felt with equal ſeverity in Holland: the dykes hav- 
s © . : : 
ing been broken down in Friezeland by the. vio- 
lence of the wayes, one-fourth part of that province 
was laid under water; and a ſquadron of men of war, 
under admiral Calemberg, was driven from the mouth 
of the Texel to the coaſt of Norway. | 
Charles, the archduke of Auſtria, being declared 
king of Spain by the emperor his father, and ac- 
knowledged as ſuch by the allies, Sir George Rooke 
was ſent, -in the month of October, to, Holland, in 


order to eſcort him to Liſbon. The young prince, 


who was fecond fon to Leopold, ſat out from Vi- 
enna to Holland, and at Duſſeldorp was viſited by 


9. The Reſolution, a third rate, captain Liſle, on the coaſt of Suſſex ; 
all her company, being two hundred aud twenty-one, ſaved. 

10. The Litebfield Prize, a fifth rate, captain Chamberlain, on the 
coaſt of Suſſex ; all her company, being one hundred and eight, ſaved. 

11. The Newcaſtle, a fourth rate, captain Carter, loſt at Spithead ; the 
carpenter and thirty-nine men were ſaved, aud the reſt, being one hun- 

and ninety-three, drowned. g 

12. The Veſavius Fire- ſhip, a fifth rate, captain Paddon, at Spithead; 
all her company, being forty-eight, ſaved. 
1. The Rettoration, a third rate, captain Emms, three hundred and 
eighty - ſeven men, on the Goodwin Sands; not one ſaved. 5 
Sir Cioudeſley Shovel was then in the Downs with ſeveral great ſhip*, 
which were all in the uvtmgtt danger; he cut his main-maſt by the board, 
which ſaved the ſhip from running on the galloper of the breach, of 
which the was then in view. Sir Stafford Fairborne had his flag, as vice- 
admiral of the red, flying in the, Aſſociation, in which he was driven 
firſt to Gottenburgh, and then to Copenhagen, from whence, he did not 


. get home till the next year. The Revenge was forced from her apchors, 


and with much ado, after driving ſome time on the coaſt of Holland, got 
into the river Medway ; the Rule, ca tain Townſend, was forced oxer 
to Holland; and the Dorſet, captain Edward Whitaker, after ſtriking 
Yo on the pallopes, drove a fortnight at ſea, and then got ſafe to the 
lore, —Dr. Camp | "> of | * 2 h 
| e | the 
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the duke of Marlborough, who, in the name of his 
miſtreſs, congratulated him upon his acceſſion to 
the crown of Spain. The new king received him 
with every mark of eſteem, and taking his own 
ſword from his ſide, preſented it to the Engliſh ge- 
neral, ſaying; “ Sir, I am not aſhamed to on my- 
ſelf a poor prince: I poſſeſs nothing but my cloak 
and my ſword: the latter may be of uſe to your 
race; and I hope you will not think it the worſe 
or having been worn by me one day.“ On the 
contrary, replied the duke, it will always put 
me in mind of your majeſty's juſt right and title, 
and of the obligations 1 lie under to hazard my life 
in making ybu the greateſt prince in Chriſtendom.“ 
The duke returned to England in October, but the 
king continuing longer on the continent, the tem- 
pelt we have deſcribed retarded, for ſome [ſhort 
time, his proceeding to England as he intended, in 
his way to Portugal. The Engliſh ſhips, which lay 
in the Maeſe, ſuffered conſiderably z- forme were 
ſtranded and loſt. The damage however was, in 
a good meaſure, repaired, in the courſe of three 
weeks; and on the 23d day of December, Charles 
the Third embarked for England, eſcorted by the 
Engliſh and Dutch ſquadrons. He arrived at Spit- 
head on the 26th, where he was received by the 
dukes of Somerſet and Marlborough, who con- 
ducted him to Windſor, where her majeſty received 
him with great magaificence. Having continued 
there three days, he repaired again to Portſmouth, 
and failed from Spithead on the th day of Jahuary, 
with a favourable wind; but a ſtorm ariſing in the 
Bay of Biſcay, when the admiral had nearly reached 
Cape Finiſterre, the fleet was diſperſed, and driven 
back to the Channel. Sir George Rooke, who had 
the king of Spain on board his ſhip, returned to 
St. Helens, on the 20th of the ſame month; and 
v | pw P | although 
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although the urmoſt diſpatch was uſed to refit the 
Mhips, it was the 12th day of February before the 
_ - 1b to ſea,” and it reached the Tagus on 
eas 26mm. qo A}, 7% 2 
4 Meanwhile the houſe of lords ſat on foot an in- 
uiry into the condition of the navy. They ad- 
Areſſed the queen, deſiring that ſpeedy and effectual 
 'ofders ſhould be given, that a number of ſhips, ſuf- 
ficient" for the home-ſervice, ſhould be equipped 
and manned with all "poſſible expedition. The 
houſe likewiſe came to a reſolution, that admiral 
Graydon neglecting to attack the four French men 
of war in the Channel, as he was proceeding to his 
ſtation in the Weſt-Indies, was prejudicial to the 
queen's ſervice, and diſgraceful to the nation: that 
his conduct, whilſt at Jamaica, in prefſing men there 
for the ſervice, and his ſeverity towards maſters of 
merchant veſſels and tranſports, had been a great 
detriment to the merchants and planters in that 
iſland, as well as injurious to her majeſty's ſervice; 
and they carried theſe reſolutions to the throne in an 
addreſs to the queen, in conſequence of which 
Graydon, vice-admiral of the white, was diſmiſſed 
In this year John Methuen, Eſq; our ambaſſa- 
dor at the eourt of Liſbon, concluded, on the part 
of his miſtreſs the queen of Great-Britain, with 
Peter king of Portugal, an important treaty of com- 
merce, to the mutual benefit of both kingdoms: 
by which his Portugueſe majeſty agreed, for him- 
ſelf and his ſucceſſors, to admit into his kingdom 
the woollen cloths, and the other woollen manu- 
factures of Great - Britain, on condition, that the 
wines of the growth of Portugal were admitted into 
thoſe kingdoms; ſo that at no time, whether there 
ſhould be peace or war between the kingdoms of 
_ Great-Britain and France, any thing more ſhall be 
3 . - demanded 
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demanded for Portugal wines, as cuſtom or duty, 
than one-third part of the cuſtom or uy paid by 
wines imported from France“. This beneficial 
convention, which was ſigned on the 27th. day of 
December, 1703, bas ever ſince remained inviolable, 
and thereby an uninterrupted. friendſhip and alli- 
ance has ſubſiſted between the two nations. By this 
treaty England gains a greater balance from Portu- 
gal than from any other country whatever; and the 
exports thither have inereaſed from three hundred 
thouſand pounds yearly to one million five hundred 
thouſand pounds f. bes #: „ alot) Lois 
_ Soon after Sir George Rooke had ſailed, the 
Engliſh miniſtry were informed that the French were 
very buſy in fitting out a powerful fleet at Breſt, 
under the command of the count de Thoylouſe; 
high-admiral of France, and a natural ſan, of 
Louis the Fourteenth. This occaſioned great un- 
eaſineſs, as its deſtination could not be divined. 
At all events it was thought proper to equip, with 
the utmoſt expedition, a ſtrong fleet, which was put 
under the command of Sir Cloudeſley Shovel, ag - 
miral of the white, who had under him Sir Stafford 
Fairborne, vice-admiral of the red, and George 
Byng, Eſq; then rear-admiral of the ſame ſquadron; 
The admiral was inftruted; if he found the Breſt 
ſquadron ſtill in port, to ſend away the trade, ſtore- 
ſhips and victuallers, under a proper convoy. to 
Liſbon,” and to remain before that port himſelf to 
endeavour to keep in the enemy; or, if that was 
found impracticable, to burn and deſtroy them if 
they came out. But in caſe. he ſound the Breſt 
ſquadron ſailed, then he was to call a council of 
war, in order to judge what ſtrength might be ne- 
ceſſary to be ſent to Sir George Rooke; and if it 
amounted to twenty - two ſnips, then he was to fail 
* f E 
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vith them himſelf, that our fleet might, at all events, 
be ſtronger than that of the enemy. Sir Cloudefley 
executed his inſtructions punctually, and finding 
that a great ſtrength was neceſſary in the Mediter- 
ranean to oppoſe the French, he failed thither about 
the latter end of May, 1704. Sir George Rooke, in 
the mean time, ſailed, with the tranſports under his 
convoy, for Barcelona, it 'being the opinion of the 
prince of Hefſe-Darmſtadt, that the Catalonians 
would declare for the houſe of ' Auſtria, as foon as 
they ſhould be aſſured of proper ſupport and pro- 
tection. On the 19th day of May the admiral landed 
his troops, which 'amounited' to two thouſand, and 
were commanded by the prince of Heſſe ; at the 
ſame time the Dutch ketches bombarded the place. 
The troops remained on ſhore all night, but the 
governor bs taken care to ſecure all ſuch as 
_ adhered to the houſe of Auſtria, none of the Spa- 
niards reſorted ' to the ſtandard of Charles III. 
Theſe unfavourable appearances led his highneſs to 
reembark the troops the day following, from an ap- 
e of their being attacked and overpowered 
y ſuperior numbers. „ 

On the 21ſt of May the admiral ſteered for the 
Iſles of Hieres, but in their paſſage met with a 
ſtorm, which ſeparated his fleet. On the 27th they 
Joined again, and had ſight of a large French ſqua- 
dron, which was ſteering for Toulon; and therefore 
it was reſolved, in a council of war, to chaſe them 
hither, and if it was not poſſible to prevent their 
getting into that port, then to' ſail for Liſbon, in 
order to wait for a reinforcement ; which was: ac- 
cordingly- done. On the 14th of June our fleet 
paſſed through the Straits mouth, and were joined, 
two days after, by Sir Cloudeſley Shovel, with his 
ſquadron, off Lagos: a council of war was then 


called, in order to conſider what ſervice ſhould be 


2 25 proceeded 
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proceeded on. Several ſchemes were propoſed, 
particularly a ſecond attack on Cadiz, which was 


ſoon found to be impracticable, for want of a ſuffi- 


cient number of land- forces. | 
On the'rjth day of July the admiral called a 
council of war, in the road of Tetuan, wherein it 
was reſolved to make an attempt upon Gibraltar. 
This important fortreſs, from its natural advantages, 
ſeemed to bid defiance to all the attack of an enemy: 
it was however known' to be very weakly garri- 
ſoned, and the ſurprize which ſuch an unexpected 
aſſault would: ſpread, might powerfully operate to 
its ſucceſs. The harbour is formed by a mole, 
which the Spaniards had fortified and planted with 
guns. It is acceſſible only on the land-fide by a 
narrow paſſage between the rocks and the ſea, which 


was and fortified. It had but two gates on 


that ſide, and as many towards the ſea. Acroſs 
= iſthmus the Spaniards had drawn a fortified 
12He 4: - 2 SF? Lhe + { 
Onthe 21ſt day of July, the fleet entered the bay 
of Gibraltar, and the marines, both Engliſh and 
Dutch, amounting to eighteen hundred men, were 
landed on the iſthmus, under the command of the 
prince of Heſſe; thereby all communication be- 
tween the towry and the continent was cut of, A 
meſſage was ſent to the governor, ſummoning him 
to ſurrender the place to Charles the Third : he an- - 
ſwered, that he had ſworn alliance to Philip, and 
that he would defend the place for him. Here- 
vpon admiral Byng, and the Dutch admiral Vander 
Duſſen, were directed with their ſhips, to canno- 
nade the town, and- captain Hicks was appointed 
to act againſt the ſauth-mole. A French privateer, 
of twelve guns, lay under the old mole, which 
captain Whitaker was commiſſioned to deſtroy; 
this he effected on the 22d: the ſame day, at 8 
- n | II 
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firſt dawn of light, the ſignal was given for canno- 
nading the town, which was performed with ſuch 
vigovr, that fifteen thouſand ſhot were ſpent in 
five hours; the admiral perceiving that the enemy 
were thereby. dti ven ſrom their fortifications at the 
fouth-mole-head,. gave orders to captain Whitaker 
to arm all the boats and aſſault that quarter. Im- 

mediately the captains Hicks and Jumper, who 
were neareſt the mole, manned their pinnaces, and 
entered the fortifications ſword in hand. The 
Spaniards, to check this ardour, ſprung 4 mine, by 
which two lieutenants and forty men were killed, 
and about ſixty, wounded z notwithſtanding this, 
the two captains took poſſrſſion of the great plat- 
form, till they wete ſuſtained by captain Whitaker, 


and a body of ſeamen under his command, who - 


took, by Form, a redoubt between the mole and 
the town. On this the admiral again ſummoned 
the governor to ſurrender, ho finding the bravery 
of the aſſailants to be irreſiſtable, capitulated on 
the 24th *. The ſame day the prince of Heſſe 
Muy, tent fk aint 3 L103 eee 


* The articles were, in ſubſtance, as fallows « | .. 
1. That the garriſon, officets,. and ſoldi depart with their ne- 
ct ſlary arms Fo baggage and the officers, 125 gentlemen of the 
town, may alſo carry t eir horſes With them 3 they may likewiſe have 
what boats they have orcaſion for. 5 | | 
2. That they may take out of the garriſon three pieces of braſs can · 
non, of dift weight, with twelve eharges of powder and ball. 
' 3+ That they may take proviſions of bread; wine, and fleſh; for fix 


days march. 
- 4+ That none of the officers baggage bs ſearched; though it be car- 
garriſon depart in three days, and 


2 out in 825 1 trunks 4 that t : 
ch of their neceſſaries as they cannot out with conveniency, ma 
remain in the garriſon, and be afterwards fone for; ind that they ſhall 
have the * ta make uſe of ſome carts. wil | 
5. That fuck inRabſtants or ſolfiers, as well as officers of the town, 
Pho are willing to remain there, Mall have the ſme privileges they en- 
joyed in the time of Charles II. and their religion and wibunajs hall 
main untonched ; upon condition, that they take an oath of fidelity 


3 * 7 

at they iſcover all their maggazj 
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marched into the town. Befides the natural ſtrength 
of the place, the town was defended by one hun- 
dred guns mounted; it was alſo well ſupplied with 
ammunition,” but the garriſon conſiſted. of no more: 
than one hundred men. The French writers in- 
veigh againſt this aſtoniſhing negligence in Spain, 


cb tuffer a place of ſuch importance to be ſo weakly 


manned; however, in the opinion of officers who 
have ſeen the works, fifty men might have defended 
them againſt thouſands; and the attack made by the 
ſeamen was brave almoſt beyond example f. Only 
ſixty men were killed in this enterprize, of which 
were two lieutenants and one maſter; two hun- 
dred and fixteen were wounded, among whom were 
one captain, ſeven lieutenants, and a boatſwain f. 
As the attack was 1 by the admirals, ſo was 
it executed entirely by the ſeamen; ſo that the 

whole honour of the atchievement is juſtly due to 
them. Sir George Rooke leaving the prince of 
Heſſe with as large a garriſon as he could ſpare, at 
Gibraltar, paſſed over, with the fleet, to Tetuan, 


7. That all the French, and ſubjeRs of the French king, are excluded 
from any part of theſe capitulations, and all their effects ſhall remain at 
our diſpoſal, and their perſons priſoners of ' war. ——4znals of Queen 
Anne, . | ' 


+ Lediard's Naval Hiſtory, p. 790. 
{ The ſhips employed in battering Gibraltar were: 


ENGLISH. The Eagle, Lord Hamilton 
Burtord, Rofly 
The Monmouth, captain Baker Lenox, Jumpe 
4 Suffolk, Kirton Yarmouth, Hicks 
— Drog, B& D | 
anelagh, r yng, Eſq; 1 UT CH. 
Grafton, Sir —— 28 
Nottingham, W nitaker — Schryven 
— _—_— 8 — 
ingſtone on | melia, Beckman 
Naſſou. Dove Veluve, Vanderduſſen 
Swiftſure, Winn Utrecht, Bolek 
| Friſia, Middagrer, 


Berwick, Fairfax 
| there 
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there to take in wood and water. The marquis de 
Quincy remarks, that though Gibraltar was taken 
for king Charles III. yet it never was put into his 
ſſeſſion, but has ever ſince been kept by the Eng- 
liſh, who, to ſay the truth, continues he, have 
dearly purchaſed it, ſince it has coſt them more 
pounds fterling than there are ſtones. in the forti- 
fications ®; but the advantages derived, in time of 
war, from the poſſeſſion of this key to the Mediter- 
ranean, fully compenſate England for all the ex- 
pence which has been incurred by keeping it. 


Rooke having ſupplied his fleet at Tetuan, got 


under ſail on the gth day of Auguſt, and that ſame 
day came within fight of the French fleet, as it was 
entering the Mediterranean, and proceeding to Ma- 
laga, where the commander expected ſome gallies 
to join him. On the 14th the combined fleet came 
within three leagues of the French, who brought 
too, with their heads to the ſouthward, the wind 
being eaſterly, and forming a line, lay in a poſture 
to receive the attack. It had been thought, till 
then, that the French declined an action, but now 
the gallies from Malaga had joined them. The 
ſhips engaged in this memorable battle, with the 
commanders, force, &c. on both ſides, were as 


follows : 


„ Hiſt. Militaice, Tom. IV. p. 421. 
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can, under Sir George Rooke. 


Engliſh Fleet in the Mediterran 
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Tilt of the 


gates, Fire-ſhips, &c. 
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A Liſt of the French Men of War, which were in the 


Engagement. 
Vancvanp, or the Wurre and Brun Div1ston, 

Ships Names, nn Names. 5 Guns. Men, 
Eclatant Monſ. De Belle Fontaine 0 66 730 

Iſle De Mons * 62 3 
S. Philippe, Vice-Ad. D*INFREVILLE "06 70 
Heureux © Colbert St. Mar 70 450 
Rubin E De Beneville 5 6 330 
Arrogant De Rherbief 2 350 
Marquis | De Patonlet 60 350 
Content St. Maure 70 450 
Fier, Admiral Dx VII ET? 88 800 
Intrepide Du Caſſe 84 60 
Excellent De la Roche Alard 632 350 
Sage | De Monbaut 54 330 
Ecueil D' Argent | 62 go 
8 Rear-Ad, Dx Ber-IsLy | 86 — 
Monarque Cuhabert f 84 600 
Perle | Le Mothure | 54 300 
16 . 1110 5700 


' CanTRE, or the Write Drvlsiox. 


_ Furieux Le Comte De Blenac 


60 350 

Vermandois ' Monſ. De Bethune 63 - 

Lis | Le Chavalier De Villars 88 600 

2 Vice-Adm, Monſ. Cox r LOGON 700 

- Orgueilleux + - Da Palais 3 Goo 

Eſperance ' | De Lagnion 50 330 

Serieux Champmelin 8 380 
Fleuron | De Grancey - 56 
Vainqueur | Le Bailly de Lorraine 88 
Foudroyant, Admiral Le Comte De TrouLouss 104 
Terrible Moa. De Relingue 17-365 
Entrepenant "+ L408. De Hautefort 60 
Fortune De Baigneux 3 
Par fait Le Marq. De Chateau-morand 74 
| Magnanime, Rear Ad. Monſ. Dx Polxris | 84 
Sceptre Le Comte De Bailly 88 

Fendant Monſ. De la Lucerne 38 350 

47 | | 1271 8830 


REAR, 


Cc 


mw AASOS>SYPODOC 


9 6802S 


9199er Stag 


1 WW WW _W ̃ M ̃]— p . ˙ . . WW WW 


£ 


Cuas. 111 or GREAT BRITAIN, 123 


" "of 


REAR, or the BLUE DIVISION. 


Ships Names. | cab Names. Guns Men. 


Zelande Mon. De Ferville 60 330 
St. Louis De Beaujeu 60 380 
Admirable, Rear-Ad. D CEvEviLlLeE 91 675 
Couronse - De Champigni _ 88 500 
Cheval Marin” | 'De Pontac 44 260 
Diamant Doroyne 58 330 
Gaillard 9 0 Du Mont 54 330 
Invincible Roverois, or Rouver 70 450 
Soleil Royal, Admiral Dr LANGERON 102 830 
Ardent D'Altegre 66 400 
Trident De Modeſne 56 330 
Coureur _ - Philippeaux' 60 380 
More De St. Claire 32 330 
Thoulouſe Du Quene Mon 60 380 
Triomphante, Vice-A, ' DS LA HART ETOI RE 92 750 
St. Eſprit | Du Quene Gu) 72 490 
Henri Servigni 66 400 

17 1152 7625 

Men 24155 
; Guns 3533 


F-*'.4;6..4 3% . 


Etoile Monſ. Gonſon 30 1909 
Hercule Rouvre 20 170 
Andromede | Chamilli 1 
Diligence Maſmet 6 6 
Meduſe © Roquemadere 28 130 
Oiſeau FPiguiera 36 180 
Galat ĩe | ; Degorti 11 120 
Sibille Guittofin 10 70 
8 149 1025 


Alſo 9 ow -ſhips, 12 gallies of France, and 11 of Spain, with 
> Flutes; in all 92 fail, 


7 7 
* + 
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In the centre of the French fleet was the count 
de Thoulouſe, high-admiral of France, with the 
white ſquadron. The battle began about ten in the 
morning, north and ſouth, off Malaga, at ten or 
eleven leagues from ſhore, and laſted till night. 
Our fleet bore down in order of battle, and the engage- 
ment commenced with equal fury on both ſides, 
and continued to rage with doubtful ſucceſs, till two 
in the afternoon, when the enemy's van began to 
give way; nevertheleſs, the fight was maintained till 
night, when the French bpre away to leeward. Sir 
Cloudelley Shovel, in the Barfleur, diſcharged the 
firſt broadſide, on which he was bravely aſſailed by 
the marquis de Vilette ; but a bomb falling on the 
French admiral's ftern, blew up his poop, and ſet 
his ſhip on fire in three places, when he was abliged 
to quit the line of batile to extinguiſh the flames. 
M. de Belleiſle, the rear-admiral of the van, drove 
into the hotteſt of the fire, and fell early in the 
action; but his captain ſaved the ſnip from deſtruc- 
tion, by falling out of the line. Nothing could 
ſurpaſs the bravery of Sir Cloudeſley Shovel on this 
memorable day; he ſet all his fails, and rowed with 
three boats a-head, to get along fide the French 
admiral : ſcarce a ſhip in his diviſion that had not 
one, at leaſt, of their maſts ſhattered; his own ſhip 
eſcaped the beſt; and the Lenox, Warſpight, T1l- 
bury, and Swiftſure, ſuffered moſt *®. In Sir George 
Rooke's diviſion, his own-ſhipthe Royal Catherine; 
the St. George, commanded by Sir John Jennings, 
(afterwards admiral. of the white, and a lord of the 
admiralty); and the Shrewſbury, captain Crowe, 
were in the hotteſt of the fire. The wind ſhifting 
before the next morning, the French gained the 
weather-gage ; but that day was ſpent in ination, 


* Sir Cloudeſley Shovel's Letter. 
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although the two fleets lay within three leagues of 
each orfiery repairing the damages they had. ſuſtained. 

The French, inſtead of making uſe of the advantage 
which ide wind afforded them, the nest night 
Rille, ad ſtood to the northward. For two ſüc- 
ceffive days the Engliſh admiral endeavoured to fe- 
ne the engagement, which the count de Thoulouſe 


detlined. 


The 6fficers killed and wounded on the fide of 
me Engliſh, were euptains Sir Andrew Leake of 
the Grafton, and Crowe of the Shrewſbury ; four 
Heatenants, two waffent-officers; killed. Captains 
Mynze (Namur); Baker (Mohmovth); Jumper 
(Tenor); Mighells (Monk); and Kirkſon (Suf- 
folk); with thirteen lieutenants, and thirteen war- 
rant-officers, were wonrided ; ſix hundred and eighty- 
ſeveh private men were killed, and ſixteen hundred 
and thirty-two wounded: Of the French were flain, 
a rear-admiral, five captains, ſix lievtenants, and 
five ſea· enſigus. The count de Thovlouſe himſelf 
was wounded in the forehead, ſhoulder; and thigh ; 
the evurit de Reliques had his leg ſhot off; the 
marquis de Herbault, intendant of the fleet; mon- 
ſieur du Caſſe, commodore of a fquadron; Le Marg. 
de Chateau Morand; the count de Phelipeaux; the 
count de Cominges; M. de Valincourt, ſecretary to 
the adiral of France, ſeven captains, eight lieute- 
nants, and about one hundred and fifty interior of- 


- figers. were wounded; of private men, killed and 


wounded, the whole amount was three thouſand and 
forty-eight *. 39 | | : 
In this action the Frenchpoſſeſſed very ſignal 


| advantages, notwithſtanding =>, were unqueſtion- 


ably worſted : their ſhips were larger; for in their 
fleet were ſeventeen three-decked ſhips, whillt the 


„ Burchet's Naval Hiſtory, p. 681. Campbell's Lives of the Admi- 
pals, Vol. III. p. 597. N 
confe- 
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eonſederates had only ſeven, two of which were 
Dutch men of war: their weight of metal gave 
them alſo a great ſuperiority, they having à much 
greater number of guns: their ſhips were clean, be- 
ing juſt come out of port; whereas ours had been 
long at ſea, and had done hard ſervice: farther, they 
had the aſſiſtance of their gallies, which did them ef. 
ſential ſervice : they were well provided with am- 
munition, which ours ſo much wanted, that ſeveral 
 fhips were towed out of the line, becauſe they had 
not either powder or ball ſufficient for a ſingle 
broadſide. But the ſkill of the admiral; and the 
bravery of the officers and ſeamen under his com- 
mand, ſupplied all defects, and decided our ſupe- 
riority at ſea. The French indeed claimed the 
victory, as they never fail to do, whenever miſre- 
preſentation can render ſuch claim plauſible. Louis 
the Fourteenth wrote a letter to the archbiſhop of 
Paris, directing Te Deum to. be ſung on that occa- 
ſion, and afterwards publiſhed an account to corro- 
borate this aſſertion. Such conduct was a neceſ- 
ſary ſtate-artifice, in order to leſſen the ill conſe- 
quences which would have attended the notion of a 
defeat being entertained by the nation. Mr. Bur- 
chet ſays indeed, that it is not unreaſonable to 
think, that had the French commander known how 
much ſeveral of our ſhips of the line, were in' want 
of powder and ball, or otherwiſe diſabled from 
farther action, they would not have made ſo great 
haſte home, but rather have tried the event of a 
fecond engagement“. The French academy went 
fo far as to cauſe a medal to be ſtruck on the occa- 
fion, as if inſtead of being defeated, their countrymen, 
bad gained a victory, the memory of which was 
worthy of being tranſmitted to poſterity. The fact 


is, that both ſides deſerved the victory, had ſucceſs 


* Naval Hiſtory, P · 679. 
depended 
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depended on valour. Though no ſhips were ſunk 
or loſt, the fleets were ſo much diſabled, that nei- 
ther ſhewed any great inclination to renew the 
fight. The French, unable to aſſiſt the Spani- 
ards, made the moſt of the wind to carry them to 
their own port of Toulon, while Sir George Rooke,z 
having waited for them two days, at length leſt 
a ſquadron under the command of Sir John 
Leake, on the coaſt of Spain, to protect the 
trade, and fruſtrate any deſigns which the enem 
might form, and then proceeded to Gibraltar, with 
the fleet of the allies. On the 24th day of Auguſt 
the admiral left that harbour, and that day month 
reached England. | 
Such were the important tranſactions which 
diſtinguiſhed the ſummer of the year 1704 at ſea ; 
on the continent the exploits of the confederate 
army were ftill more conſpicuous and deciſive, 
Marlborough had, in the beginning of the year, 
yiſited Holland, and concerted the operations of the 
campaign with the States, after which he returned 
to England before the prorogation of parliament. 
When the. ſeaſon for action approached, he em- 
barked at Harwich, to put the grand army of the 
allies in motion. The ſucceſs of the two laſt cam- 
paigns having put the confederates in poſſeſſion of 
the Maeſe and Spaniſh Guelderland, ſuch a ſtrong 
barrier was formed on the ſide of. Flanders, that a 
ſmall number of forces were thought ſufficient to 
protect the States againſt all aſſaults. The duke 
was therefore left at liberty to lead the army 
into the, heart of Germany, to retrieve the affairs 
of the emperor, whoſe ſituation had become 
deſperate, through the progreſs made by the joint 
force of the French and Bavarians, which almoſt 
threatened his capital. Nor were theſe the only 
enemies which Leopold had to encounter. The 
Yor, III. CET Hun- 
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Hungarians becoming diſcontented with the 

vernment, prince Ragotfki headed the malecon- 
rents, who took up arms, and being fopported by 
France and Turkey, became formidable to the 


Wade duke of Marlbordugh traverſed extenſive 
countries by Hafty marches, and was Joined hy prince 
Eugene, at the head of the 'Imperialifts. On the 
28th-of June, his camp was formed Within two 
leagues of the emperor of Bavaria's army. The 
troops of the allies conſiſted of ninety- ſix battalions 
of foot, and two hundred and two ſquadrons of 
horſe and dragvons, provided with forty- fout pieces 
of field cannon, four howitzers, and twenty-four 
pontoons. The force of the enemy was inferior in 


pore of numbers, conſifting only of eighty-eight 


attalions of foot, and one hundted and fixty ſqua- 
drons of horſe; but they had ninety pieces of can- 
non, forty. mortars and howitzers, and thitty pon- 
toons. It was reſolved, in a council of war, to 
attack the elector. of Bavaria's lines, which were 
drawn near the ſtrong town of Donawert, on the 
Danube. Marlborough at the head of three Eng- 


lim barrali6ns, led to the attack; the conteſt con- 


tinued two hours; at length the Engliſn forced their 


Way, and drove their enemies before them. The 


loſs on each ſide, in this deſperate action, was con- 
fiderable, and very equal; five hundred Engliſn be- 
ing ſlain, and as many of the Bavarians and French. 
The duke, by this event, obtained may important 
advantages: he became maſter of. the banks of the 
Danube, and of the bridge acroſs that river, by 
which means he cut off the communication between 
ebe, of che enemy, wich were ſtationed on 
the Upper and Lower Danube; and the electorate 
of Bavaria became expôſed to the ravages of the 
Victors. Scoop after, marſhal Tallard, at che _ of 
Or! — lee 


Is FFS 5 & 
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three thauſand French troops, joined the elector, 
and ſtopped the farther progreſs of the confederates. 
The French army, including Bavarians, now 
conſiſted of near ſixty; thouſand men; Marlborough 
vas at the head of about fifty- two thouſand troops, 
that had. been accuſtomed to conquer, and had ſeen 
the French, the Turks, and the Ruſſians fly before 
them. Though the allies poſſeſſed the banks of the 
Danube, they were little able ro draw ſufficient ſup- 
plies, from their magazines, or to penetrate into Ba- 
varia: ſo, that they earneſtly ſought an opportunity 
of bringing on a, general engagement, for which 
ſe they attentively watched every. motion of 

1. enemy. The evil deſtiny. of France, the igno- 
rance and haughtineſs of her generals, the marſhals 
Tallard and. Marſin, together with, the, vehemence 
of the. elector himſelf, at length, preſented the 
wiſhed - for opportunity. As this battle, both from 
the talents of the generals, the improvements in the 
art of war, the number and diſcipline of the troops, 
and the greatneſs of the contending powers, is 
reckoned the moſt remarkable of this century, it 
demands a more particular detail. A 
The French were poſted on a hill, their right be- 
ing covered by the Danube, and the village of Blen: 
heim; they, were commanded by marſhal, Tallard; 
their left was defended by a village, and headed by 
the elector, and Marſin, an experienced French ge- 
neral. In the front of their army ran a rivulet, the 
banks of which were ſteep, and the bottom marſhy. 
Marlborough and Eugene went together to gbſerve 
the poſture of the French forces, Notwithſtand- 
ing their ſituation, they reſolved to attack them im- 
mediately. The battle began between twelve and 
one in the afternoon . Marlborough, at the head 


* 13th of Auguſt, 17044 | 
R 2 ' | - 'of 
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of the Engliſh troops, having paſſed the rivulet, 
attacked the cavalry of Tallard in the right. This 
general was, at that time, reviewing the diſpoſition 
of his troops in the left; and the cavalry fought, 
for ſome time, without the preſence of 5 gene- 
ral. Prince Eugene, on the left, had not yet at- 
tacked the forces of the elector; and it was an 
hour before he could bring his troops up to the en- 
ment. 
Tallard had no ſooner underſtood that his right 
was attacked by the duke, but he flew to its ſupport, 
He found the furious encounter already begun, his 
cavalry thrice repulſed, and rallied as often. He 
had a large body of forces in the village of Blen- 
heim; he made an attempt to bring them to the 
charge. They were attacked by a party of Mart- 
borough's forces ſo vigorouſly, that, inſtead of af. 
fiſting the main body, they could hardly maintain 
their ground. All the French cavalry, being now 
attacked in flank, was totally defeated. The Eng- 
liſh army, thus half victorious, penetrated between 
the two bodies of the French, coramanded by the 
marſhal and the elector, while, at the ſame time, 


the forces in the village of Blenheim were ſeparated 


by another detachment. In this terrible ſituation, 
Tallard flew to. rally ſome ſquadrons, but, from his 
ſhort-ſightedneſs, miſtaking a detachment of the 
enemy for his own, he was taken ae by the 
Heſſian troops, who were in Engliſh pay. In the 
mean time, prince Eugene on the left, after having 
been thrice repulſed, put the enemy into confuſion. 
The rout then became general, and the flight pre- 
cipitate. The conſternation was ſuch, that the 
French ſoldiers threw themſelves into the Danube, 
without knowing where they fled. The officers loſt 
all their authority; there was no general left to ſe- 
cure a retreat. The allies were now maſters of ber 
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field of battle, and ſurrounded the village of Blen- 
heim, where a body of thirteen thouſand men had 
been poſted in the beginning of the action, and 
ſtill kept their ground. Theſe troops, ſeeing them- 
felves cut off from all communication with the reſt 
of the army, threw down their arms, and ſurren- 
dered themſelves priſoners of war. Thus ended 
the battle of Blenheim, one of the moſt complete 
victories that was ever obtained. Twelve thouſand 
French and Bavarians were- ſlain in the field, or 
drowned in the Danube; fourteen thouſand were 
made priſoners of war. Of the allies about five 
thouſand were killed, and eight thouſand wounded 
or taken. | D 

The loſs of the battle is imputed to two capital 
errors committed by marſhal Tallard; firſt weak- 
ening the centre, by detaching ſuch a number of 
troops to the village of Blenheim, and then ſuffer- 
ing the confederates to paſs the rivulet, and form 
unmoleſted. When the duke of Marlborough, the 
next day, viſited his priſoner, the marſhal paid him 
the compliment of having overcome the beſt troops 
in the world. © I hope, Sir,” replied the duke, 
« you will except thoſe by whom they were con- 
quered.“ | 

The battle of Blenheim, which ſeemed to decide 
the fate of Germany, turned the whole ſcale of the 
war againſt the houſe of Bourbon. The loſs of the 
French and Bavarians, in killed, drowned, wounded, 
deſerted, and priſoners, amounted to near one-half 
of their army. The camp equipage, ſtandards, co- 
tours, baggage, and artillery of the enemy, fell into 
the hands of the conquerors; in ſhort, every trophy 
attending on a complete victory. It was however 
obtained by the loſs of a conſiderable number on 
the ſide of the allies; and among the ſlain, were 

many 
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many officers diſtinguiſhed by their metit, as well 
as by their rank, The troops under prince Eugene 
having met with the greateſt reſiſtance, ſuffered the 
moſt. The eleQor, and the marſhal; de Marſin, 
though not routed, retired with every mark of a 
defeat, under the cover of night, to Ulm, where 
they continued only the next day; ſtill retreat- 
ing, they directed their route through the Black 
* Foreſt, and at length joined marſhal Villeroi on the 
Rhine. A in a 

The conſequences which followed this memorable 
victory had all the importance which might have 
been expected from ſo deciſive a blow. The con- 
queſts and dominions of the elector of Bavaria ſell, 
at once into the hands of the emperor, who reta- 
liated ſeverely upon the ſubjects of that prince, the 
exceſſes which had been committed on the Impe- 
rialiſts. A country, ſeventy leagues in extent, was 
expoſed to all the ravages and miſeries which in- 
cenſed conquerors were diſpoſed to commit. The 
French, ruined, broken, and diſperſed, left a free 
and uninterrupted march to the confederates, from 
the Danube to the Rhine. 'The'remains of an army, 
that at the beginning of the campaign, ſpread ter- 
ror even to the gates of Vienna, were now forced 
to take ſhelter within the kingdom of France. The 
victors croſſed the Rhine: they entered Alſace, and 
the important fortreſſes of Landau and Frearbach 
fell into their hands *, before the cloſe of the-cam- 
paign. 
: In Flanders the campaign was ſpent inactively. 
Auverquerque, who commanded the allies on the 
frontiers of Holland, bombarded Namur, without 
effect, in the month of July. This was the only 
attempt which was made, both ſides acting on the 


* November 19 and 22, 1704, | 
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defenſive. The archduke, now recognized by the 
title of Charles III. king of Spain, had with him 
in Portugal eight thouſand Enpliſh and Dutch 
troops, but his competitor Philip V. at the head of 
twenty thouſand French, carried the war into that 
kingdom early in the ſpring, Several places fell 
into his hands; and in various ſkirmiſhes, the 

ueſe were worſted. Affairs wore this un- 
favourable aſpect in Portugal, from an unhappy 
miſunderſtanding which had ariſen between the 
king of Portugal, and the duke of Schomberg, 
who commanded the Engliſh and Dutch auxiliaries, 
which aroſe to ſuch a height, that the _ recalled 
that nobleman, and appointed the earl of Galloway 
to ſucceed him. The king of Portugal, and 
Charles III. having made an unſucceſsful attempt 
to croſs the river Agueda, and penetrate into 
Caſtile, by croſſing the kingdom of Lion, were at 
length forced to retreat before the duke of Berwiek, 
into the heart of Portugal. 1 
The brilliant ſucceſſes which had crowned the 
arms of the allies, both by ſea and land, during 
this memorable year, had given a very favourable 
turn to the aſpect of affairs in England. The por- 
tentous appearances at the beginning of the year, 
occaſioned a great fall in the value of the public 
funds. The Bank of England therefore was.6bliged 
again to iſſue their ſealed bonds for a large ſum, 
which bore intereſt, and by that means ſupported ' 
their credit. The Eaft India Company alto was 
obliged to raiſe a conſiderable ſum on their 
bonds, to enable them to fir out ſhips. Yet, ſuch 
is the fluctuating ſtate of public credit in the 


time of war, that the victory at Blenheim, on 
which the fate and liberty of Europe, in general, 
but of Germany in particular, was ſuſpended; and 
the taking the important fortreſs of Gibraltar, and 
R defeating 


2136 NAVAL HISTORY {Boox Iv. 


defeating the French fleet ſoon after, gave a won. 
derful turn to affairs all over Europe, and parti- 
cularly to the public credit of England; whilſt its 
foreign commerce and colonies conſiderably en- 
creaſed, and of conſequence the home manufac. 
tures. 
In this ſtate of affairs the parliament met on the 
agth day of October, when the queen, in her 
ſpeech, took notice of the great and remarkable 
ſucceſs with which God had bleſſed her arms, and 
the ſatisfaction which it had ſpread through all parts 
of the kingdom. The two houſes of parliament, 
actuated by the oppoſite party- principles which pre. 
vailed in each, in their addreſſes, expreſſed their 
ſentiments of the advantages gained by the land 
and ſea commanders, very differently. The lords 
confined themſelves to the glorious ſucceſs of her 
mazeſty's arms under the duke of Marlborough, 
and were quite ſilent on the acquiſition of Gibral- 
tar, and the engagement at ſeg. The ſplendor of 
the victory obtained at Blenheim, was made uſe of 
inviduouſly to obſcure the important, though leſs 
deciſive affair off Malaga. The commons very 
widely differed in their ſentiments from the upper 
houſe. They choſe to conſider the battle of Blen- 
eim, and Rooke's nayal exploits, as equally im- 
nt and glorious. It was happy for the nation, 
that theſe divided ſentiments, with reſpect to par- 
ticular commanders, did not impede the bulineſs 
of the nation. Supplies were liberally voted ; alſo 
a bounty, to the ſeamen and land forces, who had 
behaved themſelves ſo gallantly in the late actions 
both by ſea and land“. Four millions fix hundred 
and ſeventy thouſand nine hundred and thirty-one 
pounds, were granted for the ſervice of the enſuing 


* Journals, 
year, 
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year, which, were raiſed by a land-tax, the ſale of 
annuities, and other expedients. A proviſion was 
made for forty thouſand ſeamen, for the year 1705, 
including eight thouſand marines. One hundred 
thouſand pounds was allowed for the ordinary of the 
navy for the ſame year, and forty thouſand pounds 
to the office of ordnance for the ſea ſervice; over 
and above the uſual proviſion ; ten thouſand pounds 
were likewiſe given for conſtructing a wharf an 
ſtorehouſe at Portſmouth; | 
The buſineſs of the ſupply being deſpatched, 
the houſe of lords fat on foot very cloſe and im- 
portant enquiries reſpecting the conduct of naval 
affairs. The council appointed to aſſiſt the lord 
high admiral, were much cenſured for neglectin 
to pay ſufficient attention to the intereſts of the 
merchants. Many of the lords inveighed with great 
force of eloquence againſt their ſupineneſs and 
inattention to this eſſential national concern; which 
led the houſe to appoint two committees of en- 
quiry; one of which was to inſpect the books at 
the Admiralty Office, in order to gain exact infor- 
mation of the conduct the board had purſued; and 
the other, to enquire into what was done at ſea. 
Such ſpirited Foes ks tended to ſtrike at the root 
of the evils complained of; and laid open all the 
wrong ſteps which had been winked at, either on 
account of private friendſhip, or the prejudices of 
party. It was found, that twenty-two ſhips had 
been appointed for cruiſes during the ſummer, and 
by the accounts tranſmitted to the Admiralty Office, 
it appeared that they had done their duty fo neg- 
ligently, that three ſhips, with active commanders, 
might have been equally ſerviceable. Ir likewiſe 
appeared, that there were ten flags in pay, three of 
which were not at ſca: that admiral Churchill had 
not been at ſea in any year of the war; that admi- 
Vor. III. ral 
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ral Graydon had been aſhore all the laſt year; and 
that he had been employed notwithſtanding the 
houſe had addreſſed her majeſty for his diſcharge. 
It farther appeared, that Sir James Wiſhart, though 
2 rear-admiral, had the laſt year been Sir George 
Rooke's captain: that Sir John Münden, though 
he had not done his duty, had a penſion of three 
hundred and nineteen pounds a year, beſides other 
leſs important matters of complaint. In conſe- 
gquence of the report made by the committee, the 

houſe addreſſed the queen, on the ſcore of miſ- 
management in the admiralty department. Com- 
wang of ſuch. a nature may be ſuppoſed to have 
Deen particularly unwelcome to the royal ear, as 


3% they covertly reflected on the prince her conſort; 


however, her majeſty wiſely concealed her diſlike, 
and in her anſwer, aſſured the houſe, that ſhe would 
take the ſybſtagce of their addreſs into her ſerious 
conſideration and give ſugh directions as ſhould ap- 
pear moſt conducive to the public ſeryice. Dr. 
Campbell calls this addreſs, which was preſented oh 
the 5th day of February, 1704-5, one of the moſt 
valuable ſtate-papers extant, as it is a noble inſtance 
of the true ſpirit of an Engliſh parliament“. It 
ſhews how enquiries may, and ought to be con- 
ducted, and how agreeable to the nature of the con- 
ſtitution it is to lay before the throne, as well as to 
exhibit to the people, true repreſentations of the 
manner in which the executive part of government 
is performed, Hence it was, that this war was car- 
ried on mach cheaper thaa our naval armaments 
have been at any ſucceſſive period. When the le- 
giſlative power is vigilant in watching over the 

- officers of the ſtate, flagrant abuſes in the applica- 
tion of the public money, or neglects of the nati- 


# Lives of the Admirals, Vol. III. p. 407, note. 
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onal weal, ſeldom happen: but when ſuch inqui- 
ries ate diſcouraged, or made only for form, to 
amuſe the people with a fallacious hope of having 
their wrongs redreſſed; or ſat on foot to ſerve the 
little purpoſes of party, who, under colour of diſ- 
covering the. frauds of a miniſter, mean no more 
than to become miniſters themſclves ; the welfare 
of the kingdom is ſported with, and a ſpirit of plun- 
dering inſinuates itſelf into all public offices. 

It is but too viſible, that in purſuing theſe en- 
quiries, public ſpirit was frequently loſt in pri- 
vate pique. Party zeal ſharpened into the keeneſt 
edge of invective, the ſpeeches of ſeveral lords. 
Sir George Rooke, on whom alone theſe oblo- 
quies fell, was ſo highly offended at the treat- 
ment he received, that he quitted the ſervice in 
diſguſt, to the great ſatisfaction of the Whigs, 
and regtet of the Tories. The hiſtory of this 
country cannot ſhow. another inſtance in which a 
commander met ſo ungrateful a return for ſuch 
eminent ſervices; and that, immediately upon thę 
performance of thoſe ſervices. Juſtice demands 
this acknowledgement from an hiſtorian, whom no 

arty diſtin@ion ought to draw aſide from an ad- 

erence to truth, ſo far as it is diſcoverable. The 
nation was certainly under obligations to this ad- 
miral, which it ought not to have forgot ; had the 
admiral indeed been as cool and temperate in de- 
bate as he was in action, this ſpirit of oppoſition . 
would never have been excited ; but the violent 
manner in which Sir George expreſſed his attach- 
ment to Tory principles, eſpecially as a member of 
the houſe of commons, drew on him the reſent- 
ment of the whole body of Whigs, whoſe preju- 
dices againſt him were not to be removed by his 
moſt laborious and ſucceſsful exertions as a com- 
mander at ſea, This is mentioned as an exte- 
8 2 nuation, 


9 — | by unweared application and | undaunted courage, and 28 
His father's intereſt ſerved to render theſe qualities more 
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| Rooke, Ent. of the county of Kent, and Was born in the 


| Feffion, for which he began early to-ptepare him by a libe- 
ral education; but the ſtrong natural-bias ofthe\fon coun 


| par 7 finding all. attempts to oppoſethis1nelinationin his ſon 


| before he was thirty years of age, wi appointed to the com- 
mand of a ſhip. . Soon after James II. aſrended the throne, 


| have been ſtationed off Orfordneſs, When the Dutch fleet 


| | ſeem, that he was well affected to the revolution, as he 


_ -coaft of Irland, wheie be bud the- Wund ef final! 


d ron along the coaſt, where he firſt looked into the har- 


nuation” of, not as an excuſe for the treatment he 
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F< - As d George Rooke ſurvived bis retreat but a few 
"years, it will be proper to give here ſome ſhort memoits 
of his lite. This gentleman was the ſon ef Sir William 


year 1650. His father deſtined him  forta. learned pr 


teracted the deſigns of the'parent, Ir is probaple that 8! 
William Rooke lived in the vicinity of a ſea port, and that the 
objects Which conſtantly preſented themſelves to his ſon, 
might excite in him à xeliſh for naval affaits. His father at 


ineffectual, conſented. to his making a- Voyage on board : 
man of war. From the very firſt he diſtinguilied himſelf 


conſpicuous, he ſoon obtained the poſt of A lisutegant, and 


Rooke was appointed to the command of the Deptford, 2 
fourth tate man of War, which hip appears by the liſt, 
which we have given in out ſecond volume; p. 381, to 


convoyed king William and his troops to Torbay. It ſhould 


Was early employed by admiral Herbert, to exuiſe on the 


quadtron, and rendered eſſential aſſiſtance to the proteſtant 
cauſe, by relieving Londonderry, in conjunction with 
major general Kirk, and the land forces, the particulars of 

which have been already related 4. Soon; after, he was 
employed in convoy ing the duke of Schomberg's atme, and 
landing them ſafe ncar Carrickfergus, facilitated the ſiege 
of that place, and after it was taken, failed with his ſqua- 


bour of Dublin manned all his boats, aud inſulted the town, 
although king James was there in perſon; and in the night of 
* 1 = the 
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During theſe domeſtic tranſactions, the French 
and Spaniards determined to attempt the recovery 
of Gibraltar. Thoſe powers foreſaw all the conſe- 
quences reſulting from the Engliſh poſſeſſing that 

marine 


the 18th of September, he formed a deſign of burning all 
the veſſels in the harbour, which he would haye certainly 
executed, if the wind had not ſhifted, fo as to drive him 
out to ſea. From thence he ſailed to Cork, into which 
haven he likewiſe looked, though in the apprehenſion of the 
people of Ireland, it was the beſt fortified port in the iſland; 
but Sir George ſoon convinced them of the contrary ; for, 


notwithſtanding all the fire from their batteries, he en- To 


tered, and took poſſeſſion of the great iſland ; and might 
have done more, but that his ſhips were ſo foul they could 
ſcarce ſwim ; and his provifions grown ſo ſhort, that he 
was obliged to repair to the Downs, where he arrived in 
the middle of October, having acquired great reputation 
by his activity and good ſervice, In the beginning of the 
year 1690, be was, upon the recommendation of the earl 
of Torrington, appointed rear-admiral of the red; and in 
that ſtation ſerved in the fight off Beachy-Head, which 
happened on the zoth of June, the ſame year; and, not- 
withſtanding the misfortune of our arms, which was indiſ- 
Foy the greateſt we ever met with at ſea, Mr. Rooke 
was allowed to have done his duty with much reſolution 
and therefore the lords and others, appointed to enquire 
into the conduct of that affair, had orders to examine him 
and Sir John Aſhby, who, in their account, juſtified their 
admiral, and ſhewed, that the misfortune happened by 
their being obliged to fight under vaſt diſadvantages. 
Notwithſtanding that Rooke, by exculpating his admi- 
ral, counteracted the ſecret wiſhes of thoſe, from, whoſe 
favour preferment might be expected; yet though his 
friends feared ſuch conſequences, the event was otherwiſe, 
for very ſoon after, he was appointed to command the ſqua- 
dron that convoyed the king to Holland; after which he 
joined the grand fleet under admiral Ruſſel, which remained 
inactive during the ſummer; the French, although ſo 
lately victorious, not chooſing to riſk another battle. In 
the ſpring of the year 1692, he again convoyed king 
. en COVEY 7 William 
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marine barrier which have ſince been realized: 
ſuch as, affording a ſecure ſtation for ſhips of war, 
as well as a retreat for merchantmen, and a refreſh. 
ing, harbour for both: belides which, its vicinity 
* to 


William to Holland; ſoon after which he was advanced to 
the rank of vice-admiral of the blue. In that ſame year 
was fought the memorable battle off La Hogue. In this 
engagement he contributed greatiy to the diſperſion of the 
French fleet; but the full diſplay of his bravery and con- 
duct appeared in the deſtruction of thirteen . French 
men of war, which bad taken refuge near La Hogue, 
as we have already circumſtantially related “, In this 
bold action only ten men were killed, King William was 
ſo ſepſible of the important ſervice which our admiral had 
performed, that he ſettled a penſion of one thouſand pounds 
a year upon him for life: be was ſoon after appointed 
vice-admiral of the red; and when the king reviewed his 
fleet at Portſmouth the next ſpring, he did the vice-admiral 
the honour of dining on board his ſhjp, at which time he 

knighted him. | | 
| The next ſervice in which Sir George Rooke was em- 
ployed, proved indeed extremely unſucceſsful, hut in no 
reſpect tarniſhed the glory which he had. before acquired, 
This was eſcorting. the Smyrna, or Levant fleet, from 
England +. In this tranſaction one thing is very remark- 
able, viz. that in France, Tourville, and his inferior ad- 
mirals, were blamed for not having made the moſt of their 
ſuperiority ; and the admirals themſelves, inſtead of en- 
deavouring to diſprove the general charge, accuſed each 
other with want of conduct and neglect of duty, each 
aiming at nothing more than to exculpate himſelf, On 
the other hand, the conduct of Sir George Rooke re- 
mained uncenſured, either by his own countrymen, or by 
the Dutch, whoſe Gazettees aſſerted, that the Engliſh ad- 
miral gained more reputation by his eſcape, than accrued 
td the French admiral by his conqueſt, King William ſoon 
'Sfter made him one of the lords commiſſioners of the admi- 
ralty; and before the cloſe of the year 1694, raiſed him 
from vice-admiral of the ed, to the rank of admiral of the 
| blue. 


* Vol. II. p. 440. + Idem, P. 454 
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to Cadiz, and ſituation at the ſouthern extremity of 
Europe, gave England every advantage ſhe” could 
wiſh, for annoying the Spaniards in their intercourſe 
with the Weſt-Indies, in time of war. Philip of Spain 
therefore 


blue. But though his ſoverign gave theſe teſtimonies of * 
his entite approbation of his conduct, 2 he underwent an 
examination before the bar of the houſe of commons, In 
the evidence which he gave on that occaſion, he ſaid, that 
if his opinion had not been overruled, he might, very 
probably have paſſed the enemy in the night, and then 3 
few only of the heavieſt ſailing ſhips, could have fallen 
into their hands. Yet, he added, that he did not ſuſpect 
he was overruled by the majority of votes in the 
council of war, frem any difaffetion or incapacity in the 
officers that compofed it, but becauſe they did not credit 
his ſuſpicion, that the whole French fleet lay in Laggs 
Bay ®, nn 

fn the year 1695 our admiral, for the third time, com- 
manded the ſquadron which convoyed king William to 
Holland; and, in the autumn of the ſame year, being then 
admiral ef the white, he was appointed admiral, and com- 
mander in chief in the Mediterranean, having a fleet of 
ſeventy men of war and merchantmen, under his care; 
all of which arrived in ſafety at their deſtined ports. From 
this voyage he returned in April 1696. When admiral 
Ruſſel, the next year, was created earl of Orford, and 
placed at the head of the admiralty, Sir George Rooke was 
appointed admiral, and commander in chief of the fleet; 
hut nothing of moment was attempted, However, our 
admiraPs vigilance detected a clandeſtine trade which had 
been carried on in veſſels, built at Sweden, and nominal 
belonging to that kingdom, but actually freighted by Datch, 
French, or Hamburgh merchants, and bound to French 
ports, Rooke fell in with a large fleet of theſe Swediſh 
merchantmen, whom he brought too, and inſiſted upon 
ſearching them, upon which ftrong © preſumptive proof 
came out, that moſt of their cargoes belonged to French 
merchants, whereupon he ſent the whole fleet into Ply- 
mouth. The Swediſh ambaſſador loudly exclaimed againſt 


this 
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therefore ſent a body of troops to attack Gibraltar by 
land, under the command of the marquis Villadz- 
nas, whilſt a fleet of French men of war, conſiſting 
vf thirteen ſhips, commanded by theit rear- admiral 

. ; de 


this proceeding ; and ſome of the miniſtry were inclined 
to diſcountenance it. Sir George, however, inſiſted, that 
the matter, ſhould be brought to a fair trial, before the 
court of admiralty ; where, upon the cleareſt evidence, it 
appeared, that theſe Swediſh ſhips were freighted by French 
merchants, partly with French goods; but chiefly with 
Indian merchandize, which had been taken out of Engliſh 
and Dutch ſhips ; and, that the Swedes had no further 
concern therein, than as they received two per cent. by way 
of gratification, for lending their names, . procuring paſſes, 
and taking other neceſſary. precautions for ſcreening the 
French merchants effects; ſo that the whole of this rich 
fleet was adjudged to be good prize; and the clamours 
that had been raiſed againſt Sir George Rooke, were con- 
verted into general applauſe. | | | | 
Peace being now reftored, we are to take a view of Sir 
George Rooke in his ſenatorial capacity. In 1698 he was 
eleted member for Portſmoutb, and attached himſelf to the 
Tory party with great zeal. The very firſt ſeſſion he 
ſat in the houſe, he oppoſed the meaſures of the court 
with ſuch vehemence, that the king was preſſed to 
remove him from his ſeat at the admiralty-board z but 
that generous monarch replied, “Sir George Rooke ſerved 
me faithfully at ſea, and I ſhall not diſplace him for acting 
as he thinks moſt for the ſervice of his country in the 
houſe of commons.” An anſwer truely worthy of a Bri- 
tiſh king, as it tended to preſerve the freedom of our con- 
ſtitution, and the liberty of parliaments “. | 
Ins the year 1700, Sir George was again called forth to 
exert himſelf ia the line of his profeſſion, by taking the 
command of a fleet of ſhips, which ſhould over-awe the 
king of Denmark, and oblige him to deſiſt from thoſe 
ſchemes which he had formed againſt Charles XII. of 
Sweden, and his brother-in-law the duke of FHolſtein- 
Gottorp. The manner in which our admiral NY 
this 
* Campbell's Lives of the Admirals, Vol, III. p. 343. 
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de Pointis, blocked up the 1 by ſea: The 
prince of Heſſe gained 5 knowledge of theſe deſigns 
early in che month of October, and ſent advice 


| | thereof 


this important buſineſs, is not among the leaſt meritorious 
actions of his life: but the whole tranſaction has been 
already fully treated of *. | | 

The next year a new parliament was ſummoned, and 
Sir George Rooke was again returned a member for Portſ- 
mouth, The ſpirit of party diſcovered itſelf before the 
houſe was even formed, for in the choice of a ſpeaker, 
Sir Thomas Lyttleton had the ſuffrages of the court, an 
Mr. Robert Harley, afterwards the famous earl of Oxford, 
was nominated by the Tories. Even king William in- 
tereſted himſtlf ſo far in this conteſt, as to aſk Sir George 
Rooke, among many other members, to promote the in- 
tereſt of Sir Thomas Lyttleton. But ſuch was the inde- 
pendent ſpirit of our agmjral, that he dared to contradict 
the will of his ſovereign, by voting for Mr. Harley, who 


Was choſen. WY | 

Upon the acceſſion of queen Anne, in z702, Sir George 
was conſtituted vicę-admiral, and lieutenant of the admi- 
ralty of England, as alſo lieutenant of the fleets and ſeas 
of this kingdom; and, upon the declaration of war againſt 
France, it was reſolved, that the. ſhould comm the 
fleet ſent againſt Cadiz, the duke of Ormond having the 
command of the land- forces. The diſguſt which the duke 
conceived. againſt our admiral, cauſed his conduct at 
Cadiz. to be ſeverely;arraigned by the nation at large, note 
withitanding the ſignal ſervice he had done his country at 
Vigo. We have already ſpoken of that expedition, ſo 
that it is only neceſſary to obſerve here, that Sir George 
Rocke's ſentiments were, that we ſhould wage war againft 
France, and endeavour to keep on good terms with Spain; 
and ori this principle he ated when. before Cadiz. 

During this expedition ,a new parliament was called, 
and our admiral was choſen in his abſence,, once more mem- 
ber for Portſmouth. One of the firſt reſolutions made by 
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thereof to Sir John Leake, who lay at Liſbon with 
his ſquadron. The admiral haſted immediately to 
the relief of the place, and landed feveral gunners, 
carpenters, and engineers, together with a body 

J | oh of 


it, was to return thanks to Sir George Rooke, for his 
gallant. ſervices. . The Tory intereſt greatly preyailed in 
the new houſe of commons, ſo that they were very ready 
to do juſtice to the merits of this great commander, who, 
when he took his ſeat in the houſe, was addreſſed by the 


a: - « 


ſpeaker in the following terms: 


«© SIR GEORGE Rooks, 


“% You are now returned to this houſe, after a moſt 
glorious expedition: her majeſty began her reign, with z 
declaration, that her heart was truly Engliſh, and heaven 
hath made her triumph over the enemies of England; for 
this, thanks hath been returned, in a moſt ſolemn manner, 
to Almighty God : there remains yet, a debt of gratitude 
to thoſe who have been the inſtruments of ſo wonderful : 
victory; the duke of Ormond, and yourſelf, who had the 
command of the ſea and land- forces. In former times, 
admirals and generals have had-ſucceſs againſt France and 
Spain ſeparately; but this action at Vigo hath been: 
victory oyer them confederated together: you have not 
only ſpoiled the enemy, but enriched your own country; 
common victories bring terrors to the conquered z but you 
brought deſtruction upon them, and additional ſtrength to 
England. France hath endeayoured to ſupport its ambi- 
tion by the riches of India; your ſucceſs, Sir, hath only 
left them the burden of Spain, and ſtripped them of the 
aſſiſtance of it. The wealth of Spain, and ſhips of France, 
are, by this victory, brought over to our juſter cauſe, 
This is an action ſo glorious in the performance, and ſo 
extenſive in its conſequence, that, as all times will pre- 
ſerve the memory of it, ſo every day will inform us of the 
benefit, * 899 


Wherefore, 
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for the nation, at ſea and land; which thanks I now re- 
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of four hundred marines. Having thrown in 

this neceſſary ſuccour, he returned to Liſbon, © 
not having a. ſufficieat.. ſtrength, to make head 
againſt the French fleet, which was then approach- 


8 24 Ing. 


- iu Wherefore, the houſe of commons, Sir, have come. 
to the following reſolution”; 5 


„% KESQLVED, Nemine contradicente, That the thanks. of | 
this houſe. be given to the duke of Ormond and Sir George 
Rooke, for the great and ſignal ſervice performed by them 


; 


turn you. 95 2 
To this Sir GS ORO RO OR R anſwered. 
AM Mx. SPEAKER, DEN 


Lam now under great difficulty, how to expreſs my- 
ſelf on this very great oa jon: L think myſelf very happy, 
that, in zeal and duty to your ſervice, it hath been my 
good fortune to be the inſtrument of that which may de- 

rye your notice, and much more, the return of your 
thanks, L am extremely ſenſible of this great honour, and 
ſhall take all the care 1 can, to-preſerve it to my grave, and 
convey, it to my poſterity, without ſpot or blemiſh, by a 
conſtant affection, and zealous perſeverance in the queen's, 
and your ſetVice. Sir, no man hath the command of for- 


tune, but eyery man bath ww at bis, will; and though 


I may not always. be ſucceſsful in your ſervice, as upon 
this expedition, yet I may preſume to aſſure, I ſhall never 
be more faulty. - £4 12180 wi 1 | Ire 8 

« I muſt repeat my inability to expreſs myſelf upon 
this occaſion ; but, as I have a due ſenſe of the -honour 
this houſe hath been pleaſed to do me, I ſhall always retain 
a due and grateful memory of it. And, though my duty 
and allegiance are ſtrong obligations upon me, to do my 
beſt in the ſervice of my country, I ſhall always take this 
as a particular tie upon me, to do right and juſtice to your 
ſervice, upon all occaſions.” = 


T 2 | The 
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ing. However, he quickly returned with "a" freſh 
ſupply of neceſſuries for the uſe of the garriſon; and 
on the 29th day of October entered the bay, where 
he ſurprized and took two: Trigates, one of Forty. 
| two 
The houſe of lords acted very differently, for being in- 
ſtigäted by the duke of Ormond, they, ſat on foot an en- 
quiry into the conduct of Sir George Rooke at Cadiz: in 
conſequence of which Sir George Was, 6nce more, interro- 
gated at the bar of the Wuſe ; where he juſtißed himſelf ſo 
lly, that His merit became more illuſtrious by this ſcru- 
tiny into bis behaviour. The duke ſeems to have been 
convinced, before the buſineſs was gone through, of the 
unreaſonableneſs of his own heat, and the propriety of the 

admiral's conduR, 1 | 3 
The next event worthy of recording in the membirs of 
this great man, is, his prudent yet ſpirited, conduct towards 
the Portugueſe, when he had carried over Charles III. king 
of Spain, from England to Liſbon, in the ſpring of the 
year 1784, and then ty ein bis fre ths" Pagus, 
he king of Portugal 'expeted, chat when he' Chile on 
board the admiral's thip, public] to cbnduct the new king 
of Spain on ſhore, when due Mace 4 Which” was ſet up in 
his veſſel of ſtate oufd de ftruck, the Engliſh fag might 
be likewife ſtruck; and When the two kings Mould quit 
the ſhip, and go on Board THe royal yacht, the Randard of 
Portugal might be boiſted, ad the àdmiral's Bag continue 
ſtruck until they were on fire. This 'propofitith was 
made from the king of Pürtugal by the king of Spain; to 
which the admitat replied; rat his majeſty, ſp long us he 
mould be on board, chight cofnmand the fs to de ſtruck 
when he pleaſed'; but that, Whenever he left the ſhip, he 
was himfelf admiral, and obliged to execute his commĩſ- 
ſion by hofſting his flag, This, and ſome other reaſons, 
ſatisfied the king of Spain, as Well as his Portugneſe ma- 
jefty ; fo that the flag of England was no longer ftruck 
than the ſtandard of Portugal. Rooke's Ready adherence 
to the glory of his country, even in a cetemonious punc- 
tilio, unimportant indeed in irſelf, but like all other cere- 
monials, expreſſive of preeminence and dilkinction, diſ- 
pleaſed neither of the kings, and whilſt he rettained at the 
. court 
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tuo guns, and the other of twenty-four, with ſome 
ſmaller veſſels. Beſides theſe advantages, he 
arrived very opportunely to prevent the ſtorming 
of the town, which was intended to have taken 

| place 


court of Liſbon, he continued to receive every poſſible mark 
of reſpect and eſteem. | 

The ſummer of 1704, as it cloſed the public life of Sir 
George Rooke, ſo was it the moſt eminent for great ag- 
tions, of any period in his glorious career. Dr. Campbell 
informs us, that in the council of war which was held 
in the road of Tetuan, Sir George Rooke himſelf propoſed 
the attacking of Gibraltar; ſo that the merit of that at- 
tempt” juſtly belongs to him *,” We have already. men- 
tioned the aſtoniſhing overſight of the Spaniſh court, in 
neglecting to furniſh a proper gatriſon for the defence of ſo 
important a place; and though moſt writers agree, that the 
natural advantages which Gibraltar poſſeſſes, might have 
enabled even the hundred men that did duty there, to repel 


the beſiegers; of which opinion is Voltaire, yet we can by 


no means ſubſcribe to that ſentiment ; and later experience 


will warrant our diffent from ſuch authorities, hen the 
ptince of Heſſe defended it againſt the French and Spa- 
niards, his parriſon, at the firſt, was no ways inconſide- 
rable, and it was ſoon after augmented to three thouſand 
men; yet, even then, five hundred deſperate fellows had 
well nigh gained the ſummit of the rocks, and had their 
valour been well ſupported by the fleet and army, their 
boldneſs might have been crowned with ſucceſs, inſtead of 
precipitating. them into deſtruction. And two-and-twenty 


years ago, when lieutenant general Fowke commanded }.. 


there, that officer went ſo. far, as to diſobey a poſitive arder 
from the ſecretary of war, for drafting as many troops from 
the garriſon as ſhould be equal to a battalion, and putting 
them on beard the fleet for the relief of Minorca, becauſe 
He had only two thouſand ſeven hundred men to defend the 

lace, which will be fully treated of when we come to re- 

te the tranſactions of the year 1757» The bravery of our 
ſeamen, in this memorable ſiege, is not leſſened by this re- 
mark, only the ſucceſs with which it was crowned becomes 


| leſs 
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place the following night. During the whole, month 


of November, the Engliſh admiral rendered eſſen- 


tial ſervices to the beſteged, and greatly annoyed 
their enemies, Early in December the Antelope 
and 


leſs wonderful. Biſhop Burnet blames Rooke for his man- 
ner of carrying on the attack, and repreſents the bombard- 
ing of the town as altogether ineffectual, and a waſteful 
expenditure of ammunition ; but the good prelate, whe 
was no ſoldier, herein ſpoke the ſentiments. of a party, 
It ought not to be forgot, that Sir George Rooke atiacked 
Gibraltar on the 22d day of July; and on the 13th day of 
the next month, beat the grand fleet of France, in a ge- 
neral engagement. Theſe events reflect ſuch luſtre: on the 
activity, bravery, and ſkill of our admiral, as. to entitle 
him to a very diſtinguiſhing rank in the liſt of Engliſh 
naval heroes. | | n 

Although the nation in general, and the miniſtry parti- 
cularly, were backward in applauding their . ſucceſsful 
chieftan, and ſhewed a diſpoſition to leſſen his merit, by 
magnifying that of his coadjutor Sir Cloudeſley Shovel, 
yet ſome addreſſes were preſented from different parts of 

ngland, expreſſing the fulleſt ſenſe of Sir George Rooke's 
ſervices; among theſe addreſſes, one from the county of 
Cornwall was preſented by Sir Richard V yvian, Bart. and 
James Buller, Eſq; the repreſentatives in parliament for 
that county; which, for the juſtneſs of the ſentiments 
which it breathes, and the eulogium which it beſtows on 
Sir George Rooke, merits a place here, 


« To the Quztn's Moft Excellent Majeſty. 


% Permit, madam, the landlords, bounders, adventu- 
rers, and whole body of the tinners of Cornwall, with 
hearts full of dutiful acknowledgments, to approach your 
majeſty, who want words to expreſs their gratitude, their 
joy, their admiration, for the wonderful ſucceſs,of your 


majeſty*s arms, under the conduct of his grace the duke of 
Marlborough. . 


Never was ſucceſs greater in all its circumſtances, 2 
defign more wiſely formed, more ſecretly carried on, ſo ef- 
TO | fectually 
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and Newcaſtle men of war arrived, with a ſmall 
fleet of tranſports, having on board near two thou- 
ſand land forces, all which, by good fortune, ſe- 
conded by good conduct, had eſcaped from de 
— 4 Pointis's 
ſectually ſupported from home, ſo vigorouſly executed 
abroad, on which, po leſs than the liberty of Europe de- 
pended z a.cauſe worthy the beſt of princes, a victory wor- 
thy the greateſt of generals, which will tranſmit to all fu- 
ture ages, your majeſty's name truly great; great for de- 
liverance, not for oppreſſion. . 

& But, it is not enough that your majeſty triumphs at 
land; to complete your glory, your forces at ſea have like- 
wiſe dene wonders, A fleet ſo much inferior, in ſo ill a 
condition, by being ſo, long out; in ſuch want of ammu- 
nition, by taking Gibraltar; without gallies, which were 
of ſo great ſervice to the enemy; all theſe diſadvantages 
conſidered, nothing certainly could equal the conduct of 
your admiral, the . of your officers, the courage of 
your ſeamen, during the engagement; but their conduct, 
their bravery, and their courage after it, whereby they per- 
fected a victory, which otherwiſe, in human probability, 
muſt have ended in an overthrow; an action as great in 
itſelf, as happy in its conſequences. 

May your majeſty never want ſuch commanders by 


| ſea and land, ſuch adminiſtration in the management of the 


public treaſury, which ſo much contributes to the ſucceſs 
of armies and fleets. | | | 
% May your majeſty never want (what ſure you never 
can) the hearts, the hands, the purſes, of all your people. 
Had not we, . madam, of this country, inherited the loy- 
alty of our anceſtors (which your majeſty has been pleaſed 
ſo graciouſly to remember} ſuch obligations muſt have en- 
gaged the utmoſt reſpect; and ſuch, all of us will ever pay 
to your ſacred. perſon and government, as with one voice we 
daily pray, Long live Veen ANNE, to whom many nations 

owe their preſervation. * x 
This, and ſome other addreſſes of the like nature, alarm- 
ed the miniſtry. extremely; and they took ſo much pains to 
hinder Sir George Rooke from receiving the compliments 
uſual upon ſuch ſucceſles, that it became viſible, he muſt 
| 6 either 
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Pointis's fleet, which by diſplaying Englith and Dutch 
colours, had endeavoured to enſnare them. By the 
arrival of this force, the garriſon was augmented 
to more than three thouſand: men, which rendered 


the 


either give way, or a change happen in the adminiftration, 
Yet, even the weight of the miniftry could not prevent the 
houſe of commons from complimenting the queen, expreſsly 
upon the advantages obtained at fea, under the conduct of 
our admiral; but the houſe of lords, who were under a 
more. immediate influence at that time, was entirely ſilent; 
the commons, however, 'ﬆs if they intended to puſh this 
matter as far as it would go; preſented another addreſs on 
the 2d of November, in which, they deſired her majeſty to 
beſtow a bounty upon the ſeamen and land forces; Who had 
behaved themſe)ves' ſo gallantly in the late actions at ſea 
and land. This getermined the point, and Sir George 
Rocke perceiving that, as he roſe' in credit with his 
country, he loſt his intereſt with thoſe at the helm, refolved 
to retire from public buſineſs, and prevent the affairs of the 
nation from receiying. any diſturbance upon his account, 
Thus as the Tories had before driven the earl of Orford from 
His poſt, immediately after the glarious victory at La Hogue, 
fo.the Whigs returned them the compliment, by making 
uſe of their aſcendancy to a N ere with regard to 
Sir George Rooke : ſuch is the effect of party ſpfrit in ge- 
neral'? ſuch the heat with which it proceeds] ſuchi its dan- 
gerous and deſtructive effects with reſpect" to the welfare of 
R een 

From this time Sir George Rocke lived asla private gen- 
tleman, and chiefly relided at his ſeat in Kent. His zeal 
for the church, and ſtrict adherence to the Pories, ſtrongly 
endeared him to one ſet of people, and excited the 
bitter enmity of another. He had been long afflicted with 
the gout, Which diſofder at length terminated his life on 
the 24th- day of January ore in the 58th year of his 
age. He was thrice married; firſt to Mrs. Mary Howe, 
the daughter of Sir Thomas Howe, of Cold Berwick, in 
the county of Wilts, Bart. next to Mrs. Maty Luttetel, 
daughter of colonel Francis Lutterel, of Duniſter-caftle, 


* Dr. Campbell, 
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the place ſo ſecure, that the fleet returned to Liſ- 
bon in order to refit, Farly in the year 1705, the 
Spaniſh general Villadarias, was ſuperſeded, | and 
the command beſtowed on marſhal De Teſſẽ, cap- 

: rain 
in Somerſetſhire, who died in July 1702, in child-bed of 
her firſt child, (a ſon, named George, who ſurvived his 
father, and inherited his fortune ;) afterwards he married 
Mrs. Katharine Knatchbull, daughter of Sir Knatch- 
bull, of Muſham Hatch, in the county of Kent, Bart. 
We are told by Dr. Campbell, that his executors took care 
to perpetuate his memory, by erectigg a beautiful monu- 
ment in the cathedral church of Canterbury; with an ele- 
gant Latin inſcription, recording the principal occurrences 
of his life, and the leading features of his character, 

Sir George Rooke was unqueſtionably a naval com- 
mander of diftinguiſhed merit, if both conduct and cou- 
rage meetihg in the ſame perſon can confer it. In party 
matters he was too warm and eager, and-like the Roman 
Coriolanus, drew on himſelf the reſentment of thoſe whom 
he oppoſed. Notwithſtanding, in the heat of battle, he 
was perfectly cool and collected, and iſſued out his orders 
with the ſame ſerenity as characterized the great Marlbo- 
rough in like circumſtances. In the promotion of officers, 
he was influenced by no other conſideration than their per- 
ſonal merit, and never viewed their deſert with “ the jaun- 
diced eye of party.” He had that innate fortitude of mind, 
which enabled him to maintain a dignity of character upon 
all occaſions, as well in the day of examination, as in the 
day of battle; and when called to the bar of the houſe of 
lords, or of the commons, he always eſcaped. cenſure, al- 
though he ſteadily maintained what he thought to be right, 
and ſpoke his ſentiments with the freedom of an Engliſh- 
man, whenever his conduct in his country's ſervice was 
brought in queſtion. In his private life he was a good 
huſband, and a kind maſter; lived hoſpitably with his 
neighbours, and left behind him only a moderate fortune; and 
when one of his friends who was preſent when he made his 
will, expreſſed ſome ſurprize that Sir George Rooke ſhould 
bave no more wealth to leave, he affigned the beſt reaſon 
poſſible, ſaying, „1 do not leave much it is true, but 

Vox. III. U | what 


— 


154 NAVAL HISTORY [Bo IV, 
tain general, and a, Frenchman, who, though he 
ſurpaſſed his predeceſſor in military ſkill, yet he 
diſguſted the Spaniſh officers, who were too haughty 
to receive orders from a foreigner. On the 6th day 


. of March, Sir Thomas Dilkes arrived in the Tagus 


from England, with five third rate men of war, 
and a body of troops, whereupon the vice-admiral 
Sir John Leake, ſet ſail for Gibraltar, and coming 
within fight of the bay on the 1oth day of March, 
he deſcried five fail of the line coming out. He 
immediately gave chace to theſe ſhips, which prov- 
ed to be the Magnanime of eighty-four guns ; the 
Lilly of eighty-cight guns; the Ardent of ſixty-ſix 
guns; the Arrogant of ſixty guns; and the Mar- 
quis. of fifry-fix. Theſe were commanded by M. 
de Pointis in perſon, who was on board the Mag- 
nanime. The Arrogant ftruck to Sir Thomas 
Dilkes, after having made a very weak defence; 
the other four ran aſhore to the weſtward of Mar- 


| bella, in Andaluſia, where they were deſtroyed, 


The remaining part of the French ſquadron having 
a few days before been blown from their anchors, 
had taken ſhelter in Malaga Bay, but hearing the 
report of the guns they ſhpped their cables, and 
ſtrerched away for Toulon. The marſhal de Teſſe, 


having now loſt the aſſiſtance of the fleet, and find- 


what I have was honeſtly gotten ; it never coſt a ſailor 2 
tear, or the nation a farthing.” Indeed he gave a remark- 
able inſtance of his diſintereſtedneſs and integrity, at the 
time that he quitted his public employments : he had then 
a conſiderable balance in his hands of the public money, 
which had been remitted to him for the ſervice of the 
navy; a privy- ſeal was offered him for the paſfing his ac- 
counts without requiring the ſurplus, but he nobly de- 
elined the favour, acjuſted his accounts with the moſt ſcru- 


pulous exactneſs, and paid back the full amount of what 


he became charged with. 
ing 
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ing the Engliſh ride triumphant at ſea, turned the 
ſiege of Gibraltar into a blockade“. During this 
fiege, upwards of eight thouſand bombs were 
throw, and ſeventy thouſand cannon ſhot fired 
ainſt the town, but to very little effect. From 
that day the French no longer made a figure with 
their numerous fleets, on the ocean and rhe Medi- 
terranean, The marine now ſunk again into that 
weak condition from whence Louis had raiſed it, in 
the ſame manner as many other grand things, which 
had their riſe and fall during his reign f. | 
While Sir John Leake was employed in this ex- 
pedition, Sir George Byng was ſent, with a ſmall 
iquadron, to cruiſe in the Soundings to protect the 
merchant-ſhips. It was in conſequence of the en- 
quiries which the houſe of lords had fat on foot, that 
a flag officer was appointend to ſuperintend this ſer- 
vice, which proved very beneficial to the trade of 
England, as well as a great annoyance to the ene- 
my; for a French man of war of forty-four guns, 
together with twelve privateers, and ſeven merchant- 
ſhips, yy laden from the Weſt-Indies, were 
captured. 
he grand fleet was now put under the command 
of the ear] of Peterborough, and Sir Cloudeftey 
Shovel; the latter of whom was choſen by the 
Whigs to ſupply the place of Sir George Rocke. 
The earl of Peterborough was one of the moſt ex- 
traordinary men that England, fo fruitful in bold, 
courageous, and uncommon geniuſſes, ever pro- 
duced, He was à man that ſtrongly reſembled thoſe 
imaginary heroes, whom the Spaniards have repre- 
ſented in their romances, Theſe joint commanders 
had a well appainted fleet, conſiſting of twenty-nine 
line of battle ſhips, beſides frigates, fire-ſhips, 


April 23. + Voltaire. 
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bombs, and other ſmall craft, and five thouſand 
land- forces. On the 11th day of June they arrived 
in the Tagus. Here they met with Sir John Leake 
and his te alſo the Dutch admiral Alle. 
monde; the combined fleet then amounting to forty- 
eight ſhips of the line, In a council of war it was 
determined, to put to ſea with this force, and to 
ſtation it in ſuch a manner, between cape Spartel 
and the bay of Cadiz, as might beſt prevent the 
junction of che French ſquadron from Toulon and 
Breſt. The prince of Heſſe-Darmſtadt arriving 
from Gibraltar, aſſured king Charles, that the pro- 
vince of Catalonia, and the kingdom of Valentia, 
were attached to bis intereſt; and his majeſty being 
weary of Portugal, reſolved to accompany the earl 
of, Peterborough to Barcelona, He accordingly 
-embarked with him on board the Ranelagh, and the 
fleet failed on the 28th day of July, the earl of 
Galway having reinforced them with two regiments 
of Engliſh dragoons. At Gibraltar they took on 
board the Engliſh guards, and three old regiments, 
in lieu of which they left two new- raiſed battalions. 
On the 11th day of Auguſt they anchored in the 
bay of Altea, in the kingdom of Valentia, where 
the earl of Peterborough publiſhed a manifeſto in 
the Spaniſh language, which had ſuch an effect, that 
all the inhabitants of the place, the neighbouring 
villages, and adjacent mountains, acknowledged 
king Charles as their lawful ſovereign, They ſeized 
the town of Denia for his ſervice; and he ſent thi- 
ther a garriſon of four hundred men, under the com- 
mand of major-general Ramos. On the 22d they 
arrived in the bay of Barcelona: the troops were 
diſembarked to the eaſtward of the city, where they 
. encamped in a ſtrong ſituation, and were well re-; 
ceived by the country people. King Charles landed 
amidſt the acclamations of an infinite number from 
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the adjacent towns and villages, who threw them- 
ſelves at his feet exclaiming, Long live the king;” 
and exhibited all the marks of the molt extrava- 
ant joy. The inhabitants of Barcelona were well 
affected to the houſe of Auſtria, but, over-awed by 
a garriſon of five thouſand men, under the duke de 
Popoli, Velaſco, and other officers devoted to the 
intereſt of king Philip. Never was admiral in a 
more untoward ſituation than Sir Cloudeſley Shovel 
at this time: conſidering the ſtrength of ſuch a 
garriſon, and the ſmall number of Dutch and 
Engliſh troops, nothing could appear more deſpe- 
rate and dangerous than the deſign of beſieging the 
lace; yet this was propoſed by the prince of Heſſe 
Damſtadt, who ſerved in the expedition as a vo- 
lunteer: it was alſo ſtrongly urged by king Charles, 
and approved by the earl of Peterborough and Sir 
Cloudee Shovel, The land officers were, how- 
ever, divided in their opinions: a violent miſun- 
derſtanding had ariſen between the earl of Peterbo- 
rough and the prince of Heſſe; and the army was 
unproyided with every requiſite for carrying on a 
ſiege, all which che admiral alone could ſupply from 
his fleet, On this trying occaſion Shovel gave the 
moſt ſignal proofs, not only of his vigilance, ad- 
dreſs, and courage, but of his perſevering patience 
and zeal for the public ſervice. He furniſhed guns 
for the batteries aud men to work them; he landed, 
for the uſe of the army, almoſt all the military ſtores 
of the fleet; he not only gave prudent advice him- 
ſelf in all councils of war, but he moderated the 
heats and reſentments of others. The city was ac- 
cordingly inveſted on one fide, but as a previous 
ſtep to the reduction of it, they reſolved to attack 
the fort of Montjuic, ſtrongly ſituated on a hill 
that commanded the city. The outworks were 
taken by ſtorm, with the loſs of the gallant prince 
of 
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of Heſſe, who was ſhot through the. body, and in 
2 few hours expired: the earl of Peterborough then 
began to bombard the body of the fort, and a ſhel] 
chancing to fall into a magazine of powder, blew it 
up, together with the governor, and ſome of the 
beſt officers: this accident ſtruck ſuch terror into 
the garriſon, that they immediately ſurrendered, 
Batteries wy then erected againſt the town, with 
the help of the miquelets and ſeamen ; the bomb. 
ketches began to fire with ſuch execution, that in: 
few days the governor capitulated ; and on the 28th 
day of September, king Charles entered in triumph, 
All the other places in Catalonia declared for hin 
except Roſes; ſo that one of the largeſt and richeſt 
Provinces in Spain was ſubdued by an army ſcarce 
double the number of the garriſon of Barcelona, 
It was then determined, in a council of war, that 
the king of Spain, andithe earl of Peterborough, 
ſhould continue in Catalonia with the land- forces, 
and that Sir Cloudeſley Shovel ſhould proceed for 
England with the beſt part of the fleet; that Sir 
John Leake, with a ftrong ſquadron, ſhould remain 
in the Mediterranean; that fix ſhips ſhould be leſt 
to attend the earl of Peterborough, two more re- 
main at Gibraltar, and a third and fourth rate be 
employed in cruiſing for the homeward-bound Brz- 
zil fleet. In purſuance of which . reſolutions, Sir 
Cloudeſley, with nineteen ſhips of the line, and part 
of the Dutch fleet, paſſed the Straits on the 161 
day of October, and arrived at Spithead on the 26th 
day of November following, after having conducted 
a moſt glorious ſea campaign, 

In ſome meaſure to counterbalance theſe ſucceſſe: 
in the Mediterranean, a fleet of merchantmen, 
homeward bound from the Baltic, who were con- 
voyed by three men of war, was met by a French 
ſquadron, conſiſting of five mea of war and five 

privateers, 
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privateers, commanded by the: count de St; Paul, 
which ſailed from Dunkirk. The whole fleet of 
merchant-ſhips, being twelve in number, together 
with their convoy, fell into the hands of this ſqua- 
dron. The count de St. Paul, who, after the death 
of the famous Du Bart, was looked upon as the beſt 
ſeaman in France, and was therefore promoted to 
the command of the Dunkirk ſquadron, in the room 
of M. de Pointis, was ſhot with a muſquet ball in 
the heat of the action, and killed upon the ſpot. 
When the account of this action was brought to 
Louis XIV. at Verſailles, he received the news with 
great coolneſs, ſaying, with a ſigh, © 1 wiſh the 
prizes were all ſafe in any Engliſh port, if that would 
reſtore me M. de St. Paul.” By ſuch generous teſ- 
timonies of reſpect for true merit, the French king, 
in the midſt of his misfortunes, maintained a ſuc- 
ceſſion of brave officers, ever ready to expoſe their 
lives in his ſervice “. | 

At home we had this year an inſtance of 
naval diſcipline which deſerves a place in this 
work, One captain Croſs, who commanded the 
Elizabeth, gave her up to the French in the 
channel, after a very ſlight defence. He was tried 
by a court-martial on board the Triumph, on the 
25th of Auguſt, Sir George Byng being preſident, 
and having twelve captains to aſſiſt him. It ap- 
peared there, that he ſhewed the utmoſt ſigns of 
fear, which intimidated the men, and that if he 
had behaved as he ought to have done, the enemy 
might have been repulſed, and the ſhip ſaved. He 
offered ſeveral things in his defence, ſuch as that, 
his furgeon was fick, and many of the men were 
drunk and would not do their duty ; but, upon a 
full hearing, he was declared guilty of negle& of 


* CampbelPs Lives of the Admirals, Vol. III. p. 421- 
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duty, and the ſentenee pronounced upon him was, 
that he ſhould be caſhiered, rendered incapable to 
| ſerve her majeſty. in any capacity, forfeit all the ar. 
rears due to him, and remain a. priſoner for life, 
which ſentence was executed. without any mitiga- 
tion, except as to his impriſonment, | _ 

We ſhall now take a ſlight view of the proceed - 
ings of the allied army, under the command of the 
duke of Marlborough. In the beginning of April, 
his grace paſſed over into Holland, and having con- 
certed the operations of the campaign with the ſtates, 
took the field early in May. His aim was to im- 
prove the victories of the proceeding campaign by 
carrying the war by the Moſelle into the heart of 
France. For this purpoſe he marched through the 

. country of Lembourg. On the ſide of France great 
efforts were made to oppoſe the victorious Marlbo- 
rough. The broken remains of the army were re- 
aſſembled, the garriſons were drained, and the militia 
ordered to take the field. An army was at laſt col- 
lected, and marſhal Villars was recalled from the re- 
moteſt part of the Cevannes, to take upon him the 
command. The army of France was aſſembled near 
'Treves. Both generals were equally deſirous of 
coming to an engagement, but the prince of Baden 
failing to join the allies with the army of the empire, 
as it is generally ſuppoſed out of envy at Marlbo- 
rough's unequalled greatneſs; Villars had the ho- 
nour of compelling the Engliſh general to decamp; 
no inconſiderable glory at that time. Voltaire gives 
us a letter written by the duke to the marquis at 
decamping, which runs thus: © Do me the juſtice 


to believe, that my retreat is owing to the prince of 


Baden; and that my eſteem for you is greater than 
my diſpleaſure againſt him *.“ 


Age of Louis XIV. chap. 18. 
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Juſt as the operations of the campaign com- 
menced; the emperor Leopold died at Vienna, and 
was ſucceeded on the Imperial throne by his eldeſt- 
ſon Joſeph, king of the Romans. The new em- 

ror was ſo deſtitute of reſourees, that he was in- 
capable of furniſhing his quota of troops. The 
French availed themſelves of this poſture of affairs. 
Hui fell into theit hands, and Liege was threatened 
with an attack. By the duke's decampment, the 
progreſs of the French in Flanders was checked; 
Hui was retaken on the 12th day of July, and the 
duke reſolved to retrieve, by ſome. enterprize of 
conſequence, the glory loſt by his retrograde mo- 
tions. Yi 7 +b> 

This was no other than a ſcheme for forcing the 
French lines, for which purpoſe his army encamped 
within a league of the enemy. The elector of Ba- 
varia, and the marſhal Villeroi, perceiving the de- 
ſign of the allies, drew their armies together, leav- 
ing only ſmall detachments to defend the lines on 
either fide. On the 17th day of July, the duke of 
Marlborough gave orders for the Dutch to march 
towards the Mehaigne, which lay about half a league 
to the right of the French camp: this was meant 
as a faint ; while, at the ſame time, he ordered ten 
thouſand men to form on his right, and to lie down 
there, on their arms. When it grew darkg this 
body marched towards two barriers which defended 
the enemy's camp on the left. The whole army 
followed this detachment; and the Dutch, who had 
been ſent off a contrary way, immediately faced. 
about, and proceeded in the ſame route. The 
eleftor of Bavaria, at length, apprized of the duke's 
real deſign, ordered the left wing of his cavalry. to 
march, to prevent the allies. from paſſing the bar- 
ners; he himſelf following with the infantry, But 
the Engliſh had already formed within the lines. 

Vol. III. X | After 
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After a fierce ſhock between the duke and the Ba. 
varian infantry, the latter were obliged to give 
way: ten battalions, however, throwing themſelvez 
into a hollow ſquare, marched off in defiance of 
the cavalry of the allies, and protected, as they re- 
treated, their flying friends. In this action the 
confederates took the marquis D' Alegre, and the 
count De Horne, lieutenant-generals; one ma- 
jor-general, two brigadier-generals, with many 
other officers, and a great number of common ſol- 
diers; with a profuſion of military trophies, and ten 
pieces of cannon. The duke, in this action, nar- 
rowly eſcaped-death, whilſt charging at the head of 
a detachment: a Bavarian officer aimed a blow at 
him with his ſcymeter, but.in endeavouring to give 
it extraordinary force, he fell from his horſe, and 
was inſtantly killed. The French and Bavarians 
having, after the action, retired behind the Dyle, 
the reſt of the campaign was: paſſed in inactivity. 

A new parliament met on the 25th day of October, 
1705, in which the intereſt of the Whigs was found 
greatly to —— — The queen, in her ſpeech, 
repreſented the neceſſity of acting vigoroully againſt 
France, as a common enemy to the liberties of Eu- 
rope: ſhe ſignified her intention to expedite com- 
miſſions for treating of an union with Scotland; 
earneſtly recommended an nion of minds and at- 
fections among her people; declared that her en- 
deavours ſhould be ſteadily exerted to promote re- 
ligion and virtue, to encourage trade, and what- 
ever elſe might tend to make her ſubjects happy and 


ſi 8. | | 
"The iſſue of the laſt campaign, both by ſes 
and land, having furniſhed a fair proſpect of 
| humbling the houſe of Bourbon in Flanders, and 
diſpoſſeſſing it of Spain, the commons cheerfully 
paſſed the tupplies : they voted«two hundred - 
| if 
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fifry thouſand pounds for proſecuting the advantages 
which had been gained in Spain; and for the whole 
ſervice during the ſucceeding year in that king- 
dom, they gave ſeven hundred and twenty- 
thouſand ſeven hundred and forty pounds in 
addition. The ſupply for the ſea- ſurvice, during 
the year 1706, was rated at forty thouſand men, in- 
cluding marines: the ſum of one hundred and 
twenty thouſand pounds was voted for the ordinary 
of the navy; ten thouſand pounds to the office of 
ordnance for the works at Portſmouth ; and 
eighteen thouſand two hundred and ninety- eight 
pounds ſeventeen ſhillings, for ordnance ſtores and 
carriages for eight new ſhips built to ſupply the loſs 
of ſuch as periſhed in the great ſtorm “. * 
Proviſion being thus made for carrying on the war 
with ſpirit the enſuing year, both houſes proceeded, 
almoſt without debate, in ſettling a treaty for an 
union of the two kingdoms of England and Scot- 
land. One hundred and four years had now elapſed 
ſince the two crowns had been united in the perſon 
of king James I. A conſolidating union had been 
attempted ſeveral times before in different reigns, 
but had been always obſtructed by the oppoſition 
which it met with; notwithſtanding, the true 
intereſts of both kingdoms ſtrongly urged the mea- 
ſure, By an union the force neceſſary to be drawn to- 
gether, in order to repel any attack from the conti- 
nent, would be greatly ſtrengthened; an united 
people, inhabiting the ſame iſland, naturally war- 
like, would be ever able to defend themſelves againſt 
any foreign attacks; but remaining disjointed, they 
had their different, and often contrary, intereſts td 
purſue, not only in matters of trade and commerce, 
product and manufactures, but even in friendſhip 


Votes of the Houſe of Commons, 1503 
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and affection towards other nations. The external 
mode of religious worſhip contributed its ſhare 


likewiſe in keeping up the difference; and what 
had perhaps the greateſt influence of all, ancient 


and deeply-rooted national prejudices on both ſides 
remained too ſtrong to be eaſily conquered. Far. 


ther, the great hereditary offices of the weaker 
kingdom, and the poſſeſſors of many other lucrative 
ſtate-offices there, which muſt neceſſarily be ſunk 
upon ſuch an 'incorporating union with England, 
had no ſmall-influence in obſtructing it. However, 
as a more moderate way of thinking began to pre- 
vail in both nations, the . expediency of the mes. 
ſure was more clearly ſeen. The lord high- 
treaſurer Godolphin, a wiſe and able miniſter, ſtre 
nuouſly laboured to accompliſh this important work, 
He foreſaw, that without this the Hanover ſucceſ- 
ſion could never take place; the war with France 
would be ineffectually carried on, and the nation 
would never be free fiom apprehenſions of domeſtic 
turmoils. In order to render himſelf popular in 
Scotland, he had conſented to the paſſing of ſome 
acts of parliament there, which put the people of 
that kingdom upon a footing with thoſe of Eng- 
land. The treaſurer proſecuted this buſineſs in con- 
junction with lord Somers; and when they had ad- 
juſted the plan, they took the advice of the moſt 
eminent ſtateſmen of Scotland, particularly the ear 


of Stair, a man eminent for his political abilities. 


This nobleman was extremely ſerviceable in the 
farther progreſs of the deſign: he ſhewed them 
how his countrymen might be managed ; -he pointed 
outſuch as would oppoſe it heartily, and ſuch as 
would oppoſe it only till they found their account 
in deſiſting from that oppoſition. The advantages 
held forth to. Scotland were, the freeing that king- 
dom at once from all the grievances of which they 

e complained; 


= 


Yo wo +0 15 — z 


- 


* 


al 
n 
0 
h 
d 
b 
t 
h 
V 
ſ 


s. ac ans ann tw. tn frac  A06 On a al mh 


Cuae; III.] or GREAT BRITAIN. 165 


complained ; ſuch as, that their intereſt always gave 
way to that of England; that their concerns abroad 
were ſacrificed, inſtead of being protected; that 
with equal prejudice they were conſidered ſome- 
times as ſubjects, but moſtly as foreigners; that 
they were diſcouraged in carrying on their trade 
and manufactures; and in fine, continually up- 
braided with their poverty, while it was made an 
invariable maxim in Engliſh policy to keep them 
poor. By this union it was propoſed to make them 
one nation with the Engliſh, and'to admit them to 
full participation of their liberties, privileges, 
and commerce; as alſo. to a ſhare in the govern- 
ment and legiſlature, and a perpetual conjunction 
of intereſts, both abroad and at home; ſo that 
henceforward the government of the united king- 
dom would be equally in the hands of perſons of 
both countries, which would prevent partiality on 
the one fide, and take away many hardſhips which 
had hitherto been felt on the other. In ſhort, it 
was urged, that for the ſake of peace and general 
ſecurity, the Engliſh were content to grant their 
neighbours, not only as good conditions as they 
could well expect, but even better than they could 
reaſonably deſire ; and that, to obtain the friendſhip 
and aſſiſtance of Scotland, the people of England 


were deſirous to bury in oblivion, all their former 


prejudices, and to contribute all in their power to 
ſupport and enrich the inhabitants of the northern 
part of the iſland, and to treat them ſo favourably 
in point of taxes, as that they ſhould have reaſon to 
be very well pleaſed with the exchange of nominal 
prerogatives, for real and weighty advantages. 
Many conſiderations induced the gentry of Scot- 
land to wiſh well to an union. Thoſe who had fre- 


4 
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guently viſited England, and obſerved the protec- 
tion which all men received from a houſe of com- 
mons, and the ſecurity that it -procured againſt par- 
tial judges, and a violent miniſtry, entered into the 
deſign with great zeal; the opening a free trade, 
not only with England, but with the plantations, 
and the protection of the fleet of England, capti- 
vated the trading part of the nation, and opened tg 
their view the means of rendering the nation rich 
and conſiderable. Thoſe who had deeply engaged 
in the Darien ſcheme, and were great loſers by it, 
ſaw now no honourable way to be reimburſed. Such 
being the diſpoſition of moderate men in the two 
nations towards an union, we ſhall diſmiſs this mat- 
ter at preſent, and go on to ſpeak of the farther pro- 
ceedings in the houſe of commons, reſerving what 
remains to be ſaid on the ſubject, to the tranſac- 
tions of the following winter, when the treaty re- 
ceiyed the ſanction of the legiſlature in both king- 
doms. : { | 
On the 14th day of march, 1705-6, the houſe 
reſolved: 1. That in order to man the navy for the 
year 1706, the juſtices of peace, and other civil 
magiſtrates, be impowered and directed to make 
ſearch after ſramen that lay concealed. 2. That the 
faid juſtices and civil magiſtrates cauſe ſuch ſeamen, 
when found, to be delivered to ſuch perſons, as 
Mall be appointed to receive then. 3. That a 
penalty be laid upon ſuch perſons as ſhall pre- 
ſume to conceal ſeamen. 4. That a reward be 
given to ſuch perſons as ſhall diſcover, and take 


up ſuch hidden ſeamen. 5. That conduct- money 


be allowed. 6. That ſeamen being turned over 
ſrom one ſhip to another, ſhall receive the wages 
due on the former ſhip. 7. That able bodied land- 
men be raiſed for the ſea-ſervice. To bring theſe 
reſolutions to effect, they ordered, that the com- 
| EN IM mittes 
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mittee to whom the bill for the encouragement and 
encreaſe of ſeamen, &c. was committed, ſhould 
have power to receive a clauſe, or clauſes, purſuant 
thereunto, and to receive a clauſe for diſcharging 
ſuch ſeamen, and other inſolvent priſoners as were 
in priſon for debt, and delivering them into ber 
majeſty's ſerv:ce on board the fleet; which being 
paſſed into an act, received the royal aſſent on- the 
19th. The ſame day the lords "addreſſed her ma- 
jeſty on the ſame ſubject, praying her to take it into 
her royal care, and employ proper perſons to con- 
ſider of effectual means to reſtore the diſſipline of 
the navy, in order to be laid before the parliament 
the beginning of the next ſeſſion. Purſuant to 
which, her majeſty, a few'days after , cauſed along 
proclamation to be publiſhed for the better putting 
in execution the act of parliament abovementioned. 
During theſe ' iniportant tranſactions at home, 
preparations were made abroad for opening the 
campaign with vigour on all ſides. | F017 
Sir John Leake, who had been left in the medi- 
terranean with a ſquadron, in proceeding to Liſbon, 
where he was appointed to winter, met with ſuch a 
long continuance of bad weather, that he was thir- 
teen weeks on his paſſage thither from the eoaſt of 
Catalonia, which had ſo greatly reduced the provi- 
ſions on board, that the allowance of bread was no 
more than two pounds a week for each man; and 
when thus ſcantily dealt out, it was only enough to 
furniſh five weeks ſubſiſtence. In this diſtreſs the 
admiral fell in with a fleet of victuallers off Cape 
St. Vincent, which had been ſent from Englamd, 
and which brought them very ſeaſonable relief. 
Soon after the admiral's arrival in the Tagus, he 
received diſpatches from the lord high-admiral, in- 
forming him of the galleons which were fitting out 
at Cadiz for the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies, which he was 
* | inſtructed 
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inſtructed to endeavour to intercept; the king of 
Portugal likewiſe repreſented to Mr. Methuen the 
neceſſity that there was for a ſquadron of force t» 
ut to ſea, in order to meet and eſcort the home. 

ward-bound Brazil fleet; the admiral had alſo preſ- 
ſing orders from home to ſuccour Barcelona, which 
was then expoſed to the French fleet by ſea, and 
the army of Philip by land. In order to effect all 
theſe purpoſes, it was reſolved, in a council of war, 
to proceed immediately to ſea with all the ſhips, 
conſiſting of nine third rates, one fourth, two fri- 
E two fire · ſnips, and one bomb - veſſel Engliſh; 
ix ſhips of the line, one frigate, two fire ſhips, 
and a bomb - veſſel Dutch, and to proceed to the 
bay of Cadiz, there to endeavour to take or de- 
ſtroy the galleons. A conſiderable reinforce- 
ment of men of war was expected from Eng- 
land, and with them ſome tranſports and troops 
for Catalonia; and upon a junction with theſe, 
the other two objects of the expedition were in- 
tended to be purſued. When this plan of conduct 
oy reſolved upon, the admiral acquainted the Eng- 
iſh- ambaſſador, Mr, Methuen, that it would be 
neceſſary to lay an embargo on all ſhips. and veſſels, 
that the enemy might have no intelligence of the 
deſign that was formed. The court of Portugal 
thereupon ordered the embargo. to; be laid. No- 
thing is more uncertain than the ſucceſs. of the beſt 
formed project; the failure of this aroſe from an 
unexpected quarter. Our admiral got under fail 
on the 24th day of February; but when he was 
near the bar at the mouth of the Tagus, ſeveral 
ſhot were fired at him from St. Julian's Caftle, which 
obliged him to come to an anchor. Upon enquiring 
the reaſon of this extraordinary conduct, the com- 
manding officer under the duke de Cadaval, who 
was the govenor, ſaid, that he had orders * = 
| uffer 
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ſuffer any ſhip of war, or merchantman, to paſs the 
bar.” It was now neceſſary to ſend an expreſs to 
Lifhon, to egen an exemption for the fleet of 
the allies from the general embargo; in conſe- 
quence of which it could not proceed until 
the next morning. A ſecret diſpoſition to thwart 
the meaſures of the allies, was the true reaſon why 
the general reſtriction was ſo abſurdly extended to 
them whom it was meant to ſerve: at the ſame 
time ſhips were ſuffered to paſs, by whom the Spa» 
niards are ſuppoſed to have been informed of the 
deſtination of the combined fleet. So effectuaddk 
were French intrigues at the court of Portugal! 
On the 27th, Sir John Leake reached Cape St. Vin- 
cent, and proceeding eaſtwardly to Cape St. Mary's, 
he ſpread out his fleet ſo as to intercept the gal- 
leons, ſnould they quit the harbour of Cadiz be- 
fore he could reach it. The ſame night the Dutch 
vice admiral Waſſanaer ſent advice, that the gal- 
leons had ſailed the day before their arrival. So 
that by the impediment which had been thrown in 
the way of the fleet's quitting the Tagus, the oppor- 
tunity was loſt for intercepting the wealth of Spain. 
Two Spaniſh ſhips were taken, the maſters of whom 
acknowledged, that the galleons had failed in con- 
ſequence of ſecret intelligence received from 
Liſbon “. | 

After thus miſſing of their prey, oppoſing winds 
retarded the arrival of Sir John Leake at Gibraltar 
until the middle of March, when he received an 
account of the perilous ſituation of the Spaniſh mo- 
narch Charles III. in Barcelona. 1 

To underſtand the preſent poſture of affairs in 
Catalonia, it will be neceſſary to give a ſketch of the 


* Burchet's Naval Hiſt. p. 699. | 
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tranſactions which had taken place in thoſe parts, in 
which the intereſts of this Auſtrian claimant to the 
crown of Spain were involved. No ſooner waz 
Barcelona, and with it Catalonia, reduced the laſt 
year, than the active ſpirit of the earl of Peterbo- 
rough led him to attempt the reduction of the king 
dom of Valencia to the allegiance of Charles ; leay- 
iog therefore the king in the city of Barcelona, he 


proceeded with the greateſt part of the troops on 


this expedition in the midſt of winter. On the ſide of 
Portugal, the Engliſh and Portugueſe took the field 
carly in the ſpring : their army amounted to forty 
thouſand men, which was commanded by the eat 
of Galway, and the marquis de Las-Minas. Theſe 
generals entered Eſtramadura, took Alcantara, 
forced Ciudad-Rodrigo, Salamanca, and the poſt 
oÞEſpinar, in the kingdom of Leon. The French 
and Spaniards, in the. mean time, were projecting 
the deſtruction of king Charles's affairs at a blow. 
Philip V. cauſed a numerous body of troops, com- 
manded by marſhal Tefſe, to march againſt Barce- 
Jona, where his rival then was, with a weak garri- 
ſon, and ill prepared in every other reſpect for a 
vigorous defence; while the count de Thoulouſe 
blocked vp the harbour with all the naval force of 
France. The earl of Peterborough hereupon 
haſtened to the relief of the place, which was in- 
veſted by ſea and land the. beginning of March ; fo 
that he found it impracticable to enter the city. He 
nevertheleſs maintained his poſt upon the hills, and, 
with amazing courage and activity, kept the be- 
fiegers in continual alarm, _ | 

The earl, a ſhort time before, in paſſing from Barce- 
Ilona to Genoa, to negociate ſome affairs, in the Reſo- 
Jution, a ſeventy-gun ſhip, commanded by his young- 
eſt ſon, captain Mordaunt, in company with the envoy 
from Charles III. ta the duke of Savoy, fell in wo 
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ſix large French ſhips. Peterborough and the en- 
voy immediately went on board a_ ſmall frigate 
which accompanied the ſhip; and thereby happily 
eſcaped to Oneglia, while captain Mordaunt fat 
ſail to eſcape the enemy, but finding that impoſſible; 
and having received conſiderable damage in the en 
gagement, he ran the ſhip aſnore, under the can- 
non of the caſtle of Vintimiglia, belonging to the 
Genoeſe, who gave him no aſſiſtance. The captain 
was ſoon after diſabled by a ſhor in his thigh; and 
carried on ſhore; the French commodore then 
manned all the boats of his ſquadron, in order to 
board the Reſolution; under a continued fire bf dn 
of their ſeventy · gun ſhips. The Engliſh, however; 
defended the ſhip with. great bravery, and drove 
back all the boats. The next morning 2 French 
eighty gun ſhip brought too under the Reſolutian's 
ſtern, which raked her terribly ; and nd poſſibiiug 
of eſcape being left, the captain, with the concurs 
rence of all his officers, directed her to be ſet on fire, 
after all the men were ſafely got on ſnore e. 

Sir John Leake having been joĩned by ſix Eng- 
liſh, and as many Dutch men of war, in the begin- 
ning of April fat fail for the relief of Barcelona, 
with thirty ſail *of the line, having received letter 
from Charles, entreating his immediate aſſiſtance f. 


On 
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+ The fyle and contents of king Charles's letter to Sir ohn Leak 
are ſo ſingulat, that they deſerve the reader's notice. ds * = 

*- 10 g N the K 1 G. r t 
„ Admiral I AK ,k h 
* 1 am diſpoſed | take uf n, me this occaſion to adviſe you the high 
nk E and my. toys 25 is Fund 2 make no 
bl re to- m the enemy will moleſt us. They have already 
ockaded me with a ſquadron, and their army is now almoſt in fight of 
mis city, and by their quick WES have obtained ſome poſts, which 
8 | 
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On the 18th day of April he arrived at Altea Bay, 
where he was joined by Sir George Byng and com- 
modore Walker. On the 26th- the earl of Peter. 
borough came on board the fleet, and hoiſted the 
union flag, as admiral and commander in chief. 
By the contrivance of Sir George Byng a confi. 
derable body of troops had been thrown into the 
town; and no' ſooner did the whole fleet appear, 
than the count de Thoulouſe quitted his ſtation, and 
made the beſt of his way to Toulon. In three days 
after his departure, marſhal de Teſſẽ raiſed the ſiege 
in the utmoſt confuſion, leaving his ſick-and wounded 
behind him, and a letter recommending them to 
the humanity of the earl of Peterborough ;| he left 


k . X ir 
behind him, a train of one hundred and fix pieces of ch 
braſs: cannon, forty- ſeven mortars, two thouſand of 
bombs, ten thouſand grenades, forty thouſand can- of 
non ſhot, five hundred barrels of muſquet ſhot, five ſu 
thouſand: barrels of powder, eight thouſand ſwords, 
eighteen: thovſand ſacks of corn, beſides flour, rye, a 
and oats in great abundance. It is hard to account fo 
for this precipitate retreat, and ſtill more hard to fr 
aſſign a reaſon why ſuch quantities of military ſtores pl 
if they wipht have. been prevented, would very much have hindered th 
their deſigns. ' | A | th 
Lam reſolved, although I find myſelf with ſuch a ſmall garriſon, (a to 
a thouſand men of regular troops, and tour hundred horſe) not to leave 
this place; for, in the preſent conjuncture, I have confidered, that my CE 
going hence will be the loſs of the city, and conſequently of all the other 1: 
places which the happy ſucceſs af the laſt campaign hath reduced to my s 
obedience ; for which reaſon, it is my opinion to riſk all, and ven- 1. 
ture the caſualties that a ſiege is incident to, putting juſt truſt and con- th 
fidence in your known zeal towards the great forwarding the common 
cauſe, making no doubt how much you have contributed towards the Ce 
ſuccours forwardneſs. I hope, in a few days, you will appear before this ſo 
place, where your known valour and activity — with a glorious 
ſucceſs, for which I ſhall again conſtitute you credit of my royal th 


gratitude, 


. & Given at Barcelona, the 31ſt of March, 176, 
45 | | « I the KING.” 
/ commard of the king my maſter, © __. 
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and proviſions ſhould have been left undeſtroyed. 
It has been ſuppoſed to have been occaſioned by a 
ſuperſtitious terror which had ſeized the Spaniſh 
troops, upon an almoſt total eclipſe of the ' ſun, 
which happened on the 12th day of May, -and over- 
ſpread the country with a. fudden darkneſs *. Thus 
was Charles reſcued from impending ruin, by the 
ſudden and powerful interpoſition of the fleet. 
Nothing now remained to impede the operations 
at ſea; Alicant was ſoon reduced by Sir George 
as 13; Carthagena ſubmitted; and in the month 
of September, the iſlands of Ivica and Majorca were 
attacked; the poſſeſſion thereof being found ex- 
tremely neceſſary to che allies, both on account of 
the harbours which they preſented for the ſafe retreat 
of their ſhipping, and becauſe they were capable 
of furniſhing proviſions for the towns which had been 
ſubjected to king Charles. =_ 5 

Sir John Leake appeared before Ivica on the gth 
day of September. This-iſland, which is about 
fourſcore miles in circuit, abounds in corn, wine, 
fruit, ſalt; the inhabitants being a trading peo- 
ple, were rather inclined to ſubmit to the allies, 
than to remain under their old government ; and 
therefore on the firſt ſummons, they ſent deputies 
to make their ſubmiſſion, which was readily ac- 
cepted, and king Charles III. proclaimed, On the 
13th the fleet ſailed for Majorca, and arrived on-the 
14th before Palma its capital. This iſland, one of - 
the fineſt. in the world, abounded with all the ne- 
ceſſaries of life, well planted and well peopled, and 
ſo large as to be once accounted a kingdom, was, at 
this time, governed by the Conde d'Alcudia, who 
was a native of the place. He was warmly in the 
intereſt of king Philip, and when the admiral ſum- 


* Hiſt, 4'Eſpaigne, Tom. II. + June 1206. 
N moned 


moned him, ſent him a Spaniſh anſwer, “ that he 
would defend the iſland as long as there was a man 
in it.“ But upon throwing three er four bombs 
into the place, which did no great miſchief, the in- 
habitants roſe, and forced the viceroy to ſurrender. 
He ſhewed his wiſdom, however, where he could 
not ſnew his courage, by making a prudent ca- 
itulatioh. Sir John Leake left a garriſon in Porto. 
Pin, and two men of war to carry off the Conde, 
anti ſuch other of the inhabitants as were diſaffected 
to king Charles; and on the 23d of the ſame month, 
he proſecuted his voyage toe England. Before his 
departure, he received a letter from his Catholic 
25105 who very gratefully acknowledged the 
ſervices he had done him, and expreffed the higheſt 
 fatisfation” as to his conduct on all occaſions. On 
the 2d of October, Sir John paſſed the Straits, and 
on the 4th, when he was off the South Cape, de- 
tached Sir George Byng, with the winter ſquadron, 
for Liſbon; On the 17th he arrived fafe at St. He- 
len's, having been ſeparated in a ſtorm from the reſt 
of the fleet, which came ſo0n after into Pottſmouth. 
And thus ended as ſucceſsful a ſea-cathpaign, as is 
fecorded in our own, or perhaps in any other, 
Kiftory *. | | 
- Meanwhile the earl of Galway proſecuted his 
fuecefits on the weſtern ſide of Spain fo effectually, 
that he penetrated even to the city of Madrid. Phi- 
Ip was thereupon obliged to abandon his capital, 
and remove his court to Burgos. The Engliſh 
and the Portugueſe entered the city in triumph; and 
to complete the misfortunes of the Bourbon king of 
Spain; he, at the ſame time, received #t account of 
the defection of Carthagena, and the activity of the 
combined: fleet in the Mediterranean. But for the 


* Ctiniphell's Liver of the Admirals, Vol. HY, p. 442. 
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unaccountable errors committed by the conquerors, 
the Spaniſh crown would have been for ever trans 
ferred from. the houſe of Bourbon. Intoxicated by 
ſucceſs, they waſted that time which, ſhould h; 
been employed in vigorous exertions, in riot an 
debauchery. At length Philip, rouſed to activity 
by the deſperate ſtate of his affairs, drew together 
a large army, at the head of which he marched; ta 
recover his capital. Galway and Las-Minas we! 
now in their turn forced to retire, Having joine 
Charles, their king of Spain, they paſſed. with him 
into the kingdom of Valencia; and diſpoſed their 
quarters io eh a manner as to cover the kingdoms 
of Arragon and Catalonia, as well as to open an un- 
interrupted communication with Caſtile. The duke 
of Berwick, however, hung cloſe on their retreat 3 
and before the end of the campaign, retook Car- 
thagena. | 

The army of the Imperialiſts under prince Eu- 
gene, by long and painful marches, arrived to the ſuc- 
cour of Turin, the firſt week in September 1706, 
then beſieged by a French army, The prince, hays 
ing joined the duke of Savoy, reſolved to attack 
the enemy. The duke of Orleans, and the marſhal 
de Marlin, who commanded the French army, had 
ſtrongly fortified themſelves. with intrenchments, 
which extended. all the way between the Doria,and 
the Stura, at the junction of which rivers, the city 
of. Turin ſtands. Though the enemy had made 
little impreſſion on the works, yet the garriſon began 
to be in great danger, through the want of, ammu- 
nition. The prince, having made his diſpoſitions 
for the attack, fell ſuddenly on the intrenchments 
of the enemy; and, after an obſtinate conteſt of two 
hours, forced their camp, drove them before him, 
made himſelf maſter ef their cannon, mortars, heavy 
baggage, ammunition, and military trophies. * - 
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duke of Orleans was wounded in this action, and 
marſhal de Marſin was killed. The fugitives, in- 
ſtead of retiring to Caſal, which would have enabled 
them to maintain a footing in the Milaneſe, re. 
treated the contrary way towards Pignerol. In the 
ſpace of four hours, Modena, Mantua, Milan, Pied- 
mont, - together with the kingdom of Naples, were 
loſt to the houſe of Bourbon. From this important 
event the operations in the Mediterranean the next 
year took their direction. 

In Flanders the duke of Marlborough had early 
commenced the campaign; he brought an army 
of eighty thouſand men into the field, and ſtill ex- 

ed reinforcements from Denmark and Pruſſia. 
The court of France was reſolved to attack him be- 
fore this junction. Villeroy, who commanded an 
army conſiſting of eighty thouſand men, near Tirle- 
mont, had orders to engage“. He accordingly 
drew up his forces for an attack; his right was flanked 
by the river Mehaigne, his left was poſted behind a 
marſh, and the village bf Ramillies lay in the centre. 
Marlborough, who ſaw all the conſequences of this 
diſpoſition, drew vp his army accordingly. He knew 
that the enemy's left could not paſs the marſh, to 
attack him, but with a great difadvantage ; he there- 
fore weakened his troops on that quarter, and thun- 
dered on the centre with ſuperior numbers. The 
French ſtood but a ſhort time, and, at length, 
ve way on all fides. The horſe abandoned their 

t, and were ſo cloſely purſued, that almoſt all 
were cut in pieces. Six thouſand men were taken 
priſoners, and about eight thouſand were killed or 
wounded. This victory was almoſt as ſignal. as that 
of Blenheim. Bavaria and Cologne were the fruits 


of the one, and all Brabant was gained by the other, 


„ 23d of May, N. S. 1706. 
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During this action, the duke of Marlborough had 
well nigh been ſurrounded by the enemy: and was 
in the moſt imminent danger of: being killed or 
taken priſoner, when a body of - infantry coming 
up, reſtored: him to ſafety; As he was mounting a 
horſe in the heat of the action, a cannon ball took 
off the head of colonel Brienfield, his gentleman of 
the horſe; while he held the duke's ſlirrup. Oſtend 
was cloſely beſieged; at che ſame time that Sir Staf= 
ſord Fairborne, vice-admiral of the red, having a 
ſquadron of men of war, bombarded the town from 
the ſea with ſuch effect, that the governor capitu- 
laced in dnn . „ i pon th 
The operations of the war were ſo widely ſpread, 
that we are obliged to ſpeak of them accordiag to 
their locality, without ſtrictly adhering to the pre- 
ciſe order of time in which they took place. Ihe 
naval tranſactions in the ocean were languid and in- 
elficacious. A Frenchman, who had aſſumed the 
title and character of the marquis de Guiſcard, had 
inſinuated himſelf into the favour and confidence of 
Henry St. John, ſecretary. at war, and formed the 
plan of an expedition to the coaſt of France. Such 
was the reliance placed on the intelligence which 
this adventurer communicated, that ten thouſand 
land forces were put on board tranſports, the com- 
mand of which was given to the earl of Rivers, a 
man of a profligate character, and venal principles, 
but perſonally brave . Sir Cloudeſley Shovel had 
the command of the fleet, which ſailed from Ply- 
4 


, ® 25th of June, 1706. In this of Oſtend, the duke. ot 
Marlborough gave ſignal prgofs'ot his perſonal courage; for coming to 
make a viſit to M. d'Auyerquergues. he went into the trenches, where 
he ſaid a confiderable time, and sxamined every. thing * attentively, 
though the enemy, who hat flackened their firs be före, rene wed it with 
exceſſive violence, as ſoon as they knew, by the. ſalyte of the fleet, that 
his was come to the cam 1 Swift's notes on Macky, 
M. $. Macpherſon's Hiſtory of England, Vel. WH, p. 347 5 
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mouth on the 1th day of Auguſt. Next Yay they 
were forced into Torbay by contrary winds ; and 
there they held a council of war to concert their 
operations, when they diſcovered that Guiſcard's 
plan was altogether chimerical, or at leaſt founded 
on ſuch flight aſfurances and conjectures, as could 
not juſtiſy their ca ing it into execution. An 
expreſs was immediately diſpatched to the Admi- 
ralty, informiag them of the reſult of this council; 
at the ſame time advices were received from the 
ear of Gatway, with an account of his retreat from 
Madrid to Valencia, and earneſtly ſoliciting imme- 
iate and e ffectual ſuccours. The deſtination of 
the grand armament was her changed, and 
Sir Cloudeſley' Shovel was ordered to proceed di- 
realy for Liſbon; and there to take ſuch farther 
meaſures as the ſtate of the war in Spain ſhould ren- 
der neceſſary. | Guiſcard being ſet on ſhore, the 
fleet got under fail, and towards the latter end of 
October arrived at Liſbon. From thence the ad- 
miral ſent Colonel Worſley to Charles and the ear] 
of Galway, in order to receive from the king him- 
felf and his general, a certain account of their af- 
fairs, and to ſettle the nature of the ſervice which 
the fleet was to perform. Before the return of this 
officer, the king of Portugal died “, and was ſuc- 
ceeded by John his eldeſt fon, then eighteen years 
of age, who was even more than his father influenced 
dy a miniſtry, Who maintuined a private correſpon- 
dane wich the court of Verſailles. Whilſt the ad- 
mitil continued here with his fleet, ſome ſhips which 
He had appointed to cruiſę, in failing out of the 
harbour were fired at from the fort. Shovel, greatly 

Licenſed at this outrage, complained to the twiniſtry, 
Who. endeavoured to palliate the injury, by imputing 


gh of November, 1706, , 
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ſueh conduct to a miſtake in the governot, who they 
ſaid, had orders to fire at and detain @ Genoeſe ſb 
whoſe maſter was indebted to the king. But th 

admiral being certainly infofmed that this very ſhip 
was then lying before the walls of the city of Liſbon, 
he gave them to underſtand, in a mapner which he- 
came one of his conſequence. ſo inſulted, that if 
another gun was fired. at any Engliſh ſhip, he would 
not ſtay for orders from his miſtreſs, hut take ſa- 
tisfaction from rhe mouth of his cannon v. This 
ſpirited declaration produced a very good effect, by 
procuring the Engliſh better treatment, although it 
could not be ſuppoſed to change the diſpoſition gf 
the Portugyeſe miniſtry.  - 14997 fi 

One of the cruiſers which had been ſent from 
Liſbon was the Romney, afifty gun ſhip, commanded 
by captain William Cony. He was joined by the 
Milford and, Fowey, two fifth rate men of war; in 
Gibraltar bay, on the 12th daꝝ of December. In- 
telligence was received that a French — of ſixteen 
guns, having on board thirty pieces of braſs can- 
non, which had been ſaved out of the ſhips which 
Sir John Leake ran aſhore, that were commanded 
by M. de Pointis, then lay at anchor under the 
guns at Malaga. Captain Cony hereupon reſolved 
to attack her; in proceeding thither, one of his 
ſhips was diſabled, and the other was ſeparated 
from him, which, however, did nat diſcourage 
him from making the attempt, in which he was 
ſo ſucceſsful as to cut her from her anchors, 
notwithſtanding a continued fire was kept up from 
the batteries, and carried her ſafe into Gibraltar f, 
On the 26th. day of the ſame month, he gave chaſe 
to another French ſhip, called the Content, that 


carried ſixtyrſour guns. Io eſcape the Engliſh, 
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the captain run his ſhip under the cannon of a ſmall 
fort, about eight geen weſt of Almeria. © Cap. 
tain Cony being now rejoined by the Milford and 
Fowey, anchored before him, and the three ſhips 

lied their guns very briſkly. for upwards'' of two 
hours, when the French ſhip took fire, and ſoon 
after blew up, by which a great part of her crew 
were deſtroyed. This ſhip had been detached by 
monſieur Villars, who was cruiſing with a ſquadron 
of French ſhips between Cape Palos and Cape de 
Gates, to eſcort the ſmaller veſſel with the braſs 
ordnance, that had been before cut out of Mala 9 
harbour *. In the beginning of January this vi. 
Naar officer took another French ſhip, called the 

ercury, of ſo ty-two guns, which ſome merchant 
of France had fitted our as a privateer, 

+ The power of Louis XIV. was now ſo weakened 
and broken on all fides, that he, whom all Europe 
had formerly dreaded, now, in his old age, excited 
Its pity. So much was his haughty ſpirit reduced 
by his misfortunes, that he employed the elector of 
Bavaria to write letters in his name te the duke of 
Marlborough and the. deputies of the States-ge- 
neral, containing propoſals - for opening a congreſs. 
He had already tampered with the Dutch, in a me- 
morial preſented by the marquis D*Allegre ; ; he like- 
| wiſe beſought the pope to interpoſe in his behalf; 
he offered to cede either Spain and the Weſt-Indies, 
or Milan, Naples, and Sicily to king Charles: to 
give up a barrier for the Dutch in the Netherlands; 
and to indemnify the duke of Savoy for the ravages 
that had been committed in his dominions. . Whilſt 
he thus ſeriouſly deſired peace, he did not neglect 
every means by Hie he could ſow jealouſies among 
the allies, and thereby ſhake the baſis of their 
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union; and in this he was not unſucceſsful; The 
court of Vienna was ſo much alarmed at the offers 
he had made, and the reports circulated by his 
emiſffaries, that the emperor reſolved to make him - 
ſelf maſter of. Naples, before the allies ſhould have 
it in their power to cloſe with the offers of France. 
This was the true motive of his concluding a tre 
with Louis the ſucceeding winter, by which the 
Milaneſe was entirely evacuated, and the French 
king left at liberty to employ thoſe troops in mak. 
ing ſtrong efforts againſt the confederates in Spain 
and the Netherlands. The Dutch, at the ſame 
time, were intoxicated with ſucceſs, and their pen- 
ſionary Heinſius was entirely influenced by the duke 
of Marlborough, who found his account in the 
continuance of the war, as it made him more a ſo- 
vereign than the queen his miſtreſs, brought him 
every year a freſh acceſſion . of glory, and, what was 
to him equally dear, an immenſe revenue. During 
the whole war, the allies never had ſuch an oppor- 
tunity as they now enjoyed, to bridle the power 
of France effectually, and to ſecure the liberties of 
Europe. 'They had now loſt fight of the motives 
which led them to enter into the war ; for had they 
aimed at no more than to eſtabliſh. an equal balance 
between the houſes of Auſtria and Bourbon, it could 
not have been better effected, than by dividing 
the Spaniſn monarchy between theſe two potentates. 
The acceſſion of Spain, with all its appendages to 
either, would have deſtroyed the equilibrium which 
the allies propoſed to ſettle. The confederacy were 
therefore led to continue the war from leſs noble con- 
ſiderations: the powers leagued againſt Louis. were 
now fired with the ambition of making conqueſts: 
and England in particular, thought herſelf entitled 
to an indemnification, for the immenſe ſyms ſhe 
had expended. The queen of England, * the 
cates 
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States of Holland, therefore, tejected the offers of 
France, declaring, that they would not enter into 
wy negatiation for peace, but in concert with their 
gon Poli 5 eln 30339179 3 3603 298% «t 

- The. parliameot having met at Weſtminſter on 
the ad day of December, the bouſe of common: 
che ſume day, the thanks of the houſe to 
be given to the duke of Marlborough, for his emi- 
nent ſervices ta her majeſty, and this kingdom, in 
the great and glorious victories and ſuccefies ob- 
tained over the common enemy, in the laſt cam. 
Paign, which was accordingly preſented by a com- 
mittee the next day. And his grace going down to 
the houſe of lords ſoon after, the lord-keeper, by 
direction of their lordſhips, gave him the thanks of 
that. houſe likewiſe, in a very handſome ſpeech. 
The commons then proceeded with ſuch unanimity 
10 grant the ſupplies, that an ample proviſion was 
made, in the ſpace of eighteen days, for the ſervice 
of the ſucceeding; year. They voted: near ſix mil. 
lions for the ſervice of the year 1707 T. The paſſing 
the accounts of the expenditure of the public mo- 
ney, during the laſt year, occaſioned ſome animad- 
verſion. It appeared, that the extraordinary ſup- 
plies for the ſupport of king Charles of Spain, 
amounted to eight hundred thouſand: pounds more 
than the ſums provided by: parliament. Some 
members argued, that very ill conſequences might 
enſue, if a miniſtry were allowed thus to ſubject 
the nation to a debt, which the parliament were ex- 
pected to diſcharge. To exculpate the miniſtry it 
was pleaded, that the expence was incurred to im- 
prove advantages, at a time when the occaſion could 
not be communicated. to parliament : ſo that che 
miniſtry were rather to be applauded for their zeal, 
| * Smollet's Hiſtory of England, Vol. 1 3 
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than condemned for 'their profuſion z nevertheleſs; 
if ir appeared, upon cloſely inſpeing'the accounts; 
that any part of the money — 
unneceſſurily, vr ill applied) it became the ho 

to ſeek out und puniſh the — —. When the 
ſenſe of the kouſe came to be taken on this matters 
the majority * voted, that thuſe extraordinaries had 
ariſen, in conſequence of the attention paid d ch 


preſervation of the duke of Savoy, in — 
the intereſt of king Chartes againſt the comm! 
enemy, and ſor the fafety and honour of the nations 
When the ſpeaker preſented the money bills, he 
told her majeſty,” that as the glorious victory at Ras 
millies was obtained by the duke of Marlborough, 
before the armies were ſuppoſed to have taken dhe 
field, ſo the commons had granted the ſupplies ſor 
the enſuing year, before the enemy could be ap- 
prized that the parliament was ſitting. The co 
houſes then proceeded to” teſtify the Tenſe they had 
of the duke of Marlborough's fervices, ' by more 
ſolid proofs than a vote of thanks; a bill was paſſed 
to perpetuate his titles to his poſterity in the female 
line, in failure of male heirs; and the queen have 
ing before granted his grace five thoufand pounds 
a year duringoher life, che parliament» continued” it 
to his um erer. 2 © Bile opt 
Proviſion being thus made for the continuance 
of the war, the parliamentary fatification of the treaty 
of union with Scotland, which treaty had been ex- 
ecuted by the commiſſioners appointed by both 
kingdoms, on the 22d day of July 1706; was next 
brought under diſcuſſion. © The articles which com- 
poſed this famous compact were twenty - five in 
number : they ſtipulated, that the two kingdom 
of England and Scotland ſhould, from thenceforch, 


Too hunflred and fifty m ane hundred and ff.. 


be 
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be united. under che title of Great - Britain; tha: 
the ſucceſſion to the united kingdom of Great. 
Britain, ſhould be veſted in the princeſs Sophia, and 
her lleirs, according to the acts already paſſed in 
the parliament of England: that the united king. 
dom ſhould be repreſented by one and the fame 
parliament: that all the ſubjects of Great-Britain 
ſhould enjoy an equal commuication of privileges 
and advantages in trade and commerce; and that 
ſhips built in Scotland ſhould be admitted under the 
act of navigation. The land- tax was adjuſted in 
the following proportion, viz. that when England 
paid one million nine hundred and ninety- ſeven 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ſixty- three pounds eight 
ſhillings and fourpence halfpenny, Scotland ſhould 
1 ouſand pounds, and fo in pro- 
portion; aad, as an equivalent for Scotland's being 
charged with the debts of England, there wa 
granted to the former hy the latter, the ſum of 
three hundred and ninety- eight thouſand ejghty-five 
pounds ten ſnillings, to be applied to the diſcharge 
of the public debts of the kingdom of Scotland, 
the capital ſtock of the African and India Company, 
with intereſt at five per cent. and for the improve. 
ment of the manufactures and trade of that part oſ 
the iſland. It was alſo provided, that the monie; 
and weights of Scotland, ſhould be the ſame with 
thoſe of England; the Scotch courts of juſtice were 
preſerved, together with all hereditary offices, and 
In rights and privileges of the royal boroughs; 
the repreſentatives of Scotland were fixed at ſixteen 
peers, and forty-five commoners, which, though 
ſmall in proportion to the Engliſh peers and com- 
moners, yet was high in compariſon of the ſhare 
borne by Scotland, in the taxes. The righes and 
privileges of the reſt of the peers were fully ſe- 
cured ; ſo that, except fitting in the - houſe, they 
34 . were 


Car- II er GREAT BRITAIN. 185 


to enjoy all the privileges of the peerage; and 
— —. of — ory — 2 — 
the union, were declared null and void. 
The Scotch parliament had already ratified the 
union, notwithſtanding it occaſioned a very alarming 
ſerment among the people. On the 28th day of Ja- 
nuary 1707, the queen, in perſon, informed hor 
parliament thereof. When the commons formed 
themſelves into a committee of the whole houſe, 
to deliberate on the articles of the union, and the 
Scottiſh act of ratification, the Tory party, which 
vas very weak in that aſſembly, began to ſtart ob- 
jections. Sir John Packington diſapproved of this 
incorporating union, which he compared to a mat- 
riage-withour the woman's confent. He faid, it 
was an union brought about by corruption and 
bribery within doors, by compulſion and force 
without: he ſaid the promoters of it in Scotland 
had baſely betrayed their truſt, in giving up their 
ancient free conſtitution: and he hoped it would 
forcibly ſtrike: every member in that houſe, that 
ſuch men were unfit to be incorporated into the 
body of repreſentatives. He obſerved, that the 
queen, by her coronation oath, obliged herſelf to 
maintain the church of England, as by law eſta- 
bliſhed ; and was likewiſe bound, by the ſame oath, 
to defend the preſbyterian kirk of Scotland, in one 
and the ſame kingdom. Now, (continued he) after 
this union is in force, who ſhall adminiſter ſuch oath - 
to our future ſovereigns? It is not the buſineſs of 


The advantages on the ſide of Scotland were ſuch as enabled thoſe 
who ſupported the union, to ſay many ſtrong things in its favour ; for 
whereas, when England paid two milliens by way of land-tax; Scot- 

d was to pay but forty-eight thouſand pounds; yet, in return for 
— fo much as a fortieth part of the expence, they had the 
eleventh part of the legiſlature given them; and the event has fhewn, 
that the power of their members in a Britiſh ' parliament, is not ſo in- 
conliderable as the enemies of that treaty repreſented it to be, 


the 
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. the Scotch, who, by this treaty, are incapacitated 
from doing it, and no well - wiſhers to the church of 
England: it muſt therefore devolve upon the biſhops 
to do it; and can it be ſuppoſed, that theſe reve. 
rend perſons are capable of acting a part ſo unbe- 
coming their ſtation and functions, as thus to hel 
forward the eſtabliſnment of the — 
government in the united kingdom? He added, 
that the church of England being eſtabliſhed jure 
divino, and the Scots pretending that the kirk was 
alſo jure divino, he could not ſee how it was poſſible 
for two nations to unite, whoſe ſentiments claſhed 
in ſo eſſential a point. He therefore thought it 
adviſeable, to take the opinion of the convorgtion 
on ſo profound a piece of caſuiſtry.— Such were the 
paltry ſubte of narrow- minded bigots! A 
motion was — that the firſt article of the treaty, 
which implies a peremptory agreement to an incor- 
— union; ſhould be paſtponed, and that the 
— Hovſe ſhould proceed to the conſideration of the 
terms of the intended union, contained in the other 
rxrticles: but this being rejected, ſome. Tory mem- 
bers quitted the houſe, and all the articles were 
read and approved without farther oppoſition. 
In the houſe of lords a very warm oppoſition was 
meditated. Previous to this buſine ſsthe archbiſhop 
af Canterbury brought in a bill for the ſecurity of 
the church of England, which was deſigned to form 
the baſis on which the treaty of union ſhould reſt. 
Both houſes paſſed it unanimouſly, whereupon it 
immediately received the royal aſſent. On the 15th 
day of February, the treaty of union began to be 
debated in the houſe of lords, the queen being pre- 
ſent; and Burnet, © biſhop of Sarum, was choſen 
chairman cf the committee. The wiſdom of Sir 
Simon Harcourt, afterwards viſcount Harcourt, and 
lord chancellor, quaſhed the oppoſition which was 
Wh : intended 
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intended to have been made there; he drew the 
act in ſuch a manner, that it would admit of no 
debate, but pon the general queſtion, whether it 
ſhould or ſhould not paſs. It was carried through 
that houſe by a majority of fifty-five,to twenty- nine. 
In the houſe of commons there were two hundred 
and ſeventy-four to one hundred and ſixty ; and on 
the 6th of March the queen gave the act her 
royal aſſent; 72 which occaſion her majeſty deli- 
verered herſelf thus: I conſider this union, as a 
matter of the greateſt importance, to the wealth, 
ſtrength, and ſafety of the whole iſland ; and at 
the ſame time as a work of ſo much difficulty, and 
nicety in its own nature, that, till now, all attempts 
which have been made towards it, in the courſe of 
above one hundred years, have proved ineffectual ; 
and therefore, I make no doubr, but it will be re- 
membered and ſpoke of hereafter, to the honour of 
thoſe who have been inſtrumental in bringing it to 
ſuch a happy concluſion. I deſire, and expect from 
all my ſubjects, of both nations, that from hence- 
forth, they act with all poſſible reſpect and kind- 
nels to one another, that ſo it may appear to all the 
world, they have hearts diſpoſed to become one 
people; this will be a great pleaſure to me, and will 
make us all quickly ſenſible of the good effects of 
this union. And I cannot but look upon it as a 
particular happineſs, that, in my reign, ſo full a 
proviſion is made for the peace and quiet of my 
people, and for the ſecurity of our religion, by ſo 
firm an eſtabliſhment of the proteſtant ſucceſſion 
throughout Great-Bricain.” | 

In the courſe of this ſeſſion the commons, in an 
addreſs. to the queen, deſired ſhe would re-ſeitle 
the iſlands. of St. Chriſtopher's and Nevis, in the "| 
Weſt-Indies, which had been ravaged by the enemy. | 
They likewiſe reſolved, that an humble addreſs 

| A2 2 ſhould 
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ſhould be preſented to her majeſty, praying the 
would concert meaſures for ſuppreſſing a body of 
pirates, who had made a ſettlement on the iſland of 
Madagaſcar ; as alſo for recovering and preſerving 
the ancient poſſeſſions, trade, and fiſhery in New. 
foundland. The French refugees likewiſe delivered 
a petition to the queen, recapitulating the benefits 
which the perſecuted proteſtants in France had 
reaped from the aſſiſtance of her royal progenitors, 
acknowledging their own happineſs in living under 
her gentle government, among a people by whom 
they had been ſo kindly entertained, when driven 
m their native country; and imploring her ma- 
jeſty's interpolition and good offices in favour of 
their diſtreſſed and perſecuted brethren abroad. 
This addreſs was graciouſly received, .her majeſty 
declaring, ſhe had always great compaſſion for the 
unhappy circumſtances of the proteſtants in France: 
that ſhe would communicate her thoughts on this 
ſubje& to her allies, and ſhe expreſſed her hope 
that ſuch meaſures might be taken, as ſhould ef- 
fectually anſwer the intent of their petition ®. 
The propoſals of peace offered by France, having 
been rejected by the alles, Louis XIV. found him- 
ſelf obliged to make all poſſible preparations for 
continuing, with ſome vigour, the war. The un- 
common misfortunes of the laſt campaign had em- 
barrafſed his councils, and thrown his kingdom into 
the utmoſt diſtreſs and conſternation. He endea- 
voured, in theſe circumſtances, to ſupporc the cre- 
dit of his government, by iſſuing mint bills, in 
imitation of the exchequer bills of England, to. the 
amount of ſeventy millions of livres 7; but in re- 
fuſing to take theſe bills in payment of the revenue, 
he threw them into ſuch diſcredit, that after all 


* Smollet's Hiſtory of England, Vol. IX. p. 447. 
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expedients to raiſe their value bad been tried, they 
remained at the diſcount of fifty-three per cent. 
The lands in France now lay uncultivated ; the ma- 
nufactures could no longer be carried on; and the 
ple were periſhing with famine. The alles, 
on the other hand, had poſſeſſed themſelves of the 
greateſt part of the Netherlands, in conſequence of 
the victory of Ramillies : the army of king Charles 
was conſiderably reinforced ; and a ſcheme was 
formed for the conqueſt of Tovfon, by the troops 
of the emperor and the duke of Savoy, for which 
purpoſe a large ſum of money was advanced by 
queen Anne, and the combined fleets of England 
and Holland, under the command of Sir Cloudeſle 
Shovel, were preparing to act in conjunction wich 
the forces by land againſt this important arſenal. 
To avert the deſtruction that ſeemed impendi 
over France, the French king extended a line of 
militia along the coaſt of the ocean, and the ſhore 
of the mediterranean. He found means to colle& 
together an army in Flanders, the command of 
which was entruſted to the duke of Vendome ; an- 
other under marſhal Villars was formed near Straſ- 
bourg: a body of men rendezvouſed in Navarre, 
and another in Rouſſillon; and reinforcements were 
ſent to the army commanded by the duke of Ber- 
wick in Spain. The firſt operation of the year was 
propitious to the intereſts of Philip V. Majorca 
was retaken by the count de Villars, on the 5th day + 
of January 1707, whilſt the diſtractions in the 
councils of king Charles fatally impeded every 
meaſure. The earl of Peterborough had now with-- 
drawn to Italy ; he, however, ftrongly recommended 
making the attack upon Toulon the ſole object, 
whilſt Charles was determined to attempt the re- 
covery of Madrid; which meaſure the earl oppoſed, 


alledging, what was afterwards fatally experienced, 
"Ig that 
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that ſubſiſtence for the army could not be drawn 
from thoſe parts. The kingdoms of Catalonis, 
Arragon, and Valencia, now acknowledged Charles 
the Third for their ſovereign; the earl of Galway, 
and the marquis Las- Minas, therefore reſolved to 
N with the combined army, compoſed of 
iſh, Dutch, and Portugueſe troops, into New 
Caſtile. Having paſſed the river Xucar, they ad- 
vanced to Almanza, where the duke of Berwick 
oppoſed their farther progreſs, with an army that 
greatly  out-numbered that of the confederates, 
which already began to ſuffer ſo much from the want 
of proviſions, that it was neceſſary to engage the 
enemy under very great diſadvantages; accord- 
ingly, on the 14th day of April, the earl of Galway, 
with about ſixteen thouſand men, attacked the duke 
of Berwick at the head of twenty-four thouſand 
men, eight thouſand of whom were horſe and dra- 
goons. - The battle began about two in the after- 
noon, and extended from wing to wing. The 
Engliſh and Dutch infantry were at firſt victorious, 
and twice penetrated the centre of the enemy ; but 
the Portugueſe foot giving way, and Berwick's ca- 
valry having, at the ſame time, thrown that of the 
allies into diſorder, the intrepid infantry, which if 
they had been well ſupported would have decided 
the fortune of the day, were now dreadfully flanked 
by the enemy, who ſoon began to aſſail them on all 
fees. Exhauſted with fatigue, their ammuni- 
tion ſpent, and abandoned by the reſt of the army, 
they were at length obliged to ſurrender priſoners 
of war. Ten thouſand men were either ki 


Hed or 
taken on this fatal day. All the cannon, ſtandards, 
colours, equipage, and baggage of the vanquiſhed, 
fell into the hands of the enemy. Las-Minas eſ- 
caped to Xativa, with ſome cavalry. The earl of 
Galway, with a party of horſe, taking the 2 
| towar 
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towards Catalonia, arrived at Tortoſa, near the 
mouth of the Ebro. The eity of Valencia furren- 
dered to the conquerors, and ſoon after the whole 
kingdom, together with that of Arragon, were re- 
duced under the dominion of Philip V. The ar- 
rival of a ſtrong ſquadron, under the command of 
Sir George Byng, afforded great relief to the miſer- 
able remains of the ne pn army. ; 

Sir Cloudeſley Shovel arrived on the 20th day of 
May, with the reſt of the grand fleet. Although . 
the army in Spain was now almoſt annihilated, oy 
the duke of Savoy was at the head of a reſpectable 
body of troops in Piedmont ; and the emperor. had 
engaged to furniſh an army, the command of which 
was to be given to prince Eugene, | whoſe antipathy - 
towards the French king, at whoſe court he had been 
educated, and from whom he had ineffectually 
ſought promotion, animated him to the fulleſt ex- 
ertion of his extraordinary talents, in humbling -- 
the houſe of Bourbon. A deſign againſt Toulon 
had been projected between the duke of Savoy and 
the ear] of Peterborough ; but when the credit of 
that nobleman declined, the prince cauſed his mi- 
niſter at the court of London, to renew the ſcheme 
with the duke of Marlborough. This deſign was 
calculated totally to ruin the French naval power 
at one ſtroke: and had the confederates united 
their ſtrength to cruſh the enemy, without being 
drawn aſide by ſeparate intereſts, and impeded by 
mutual jealouſies, there is little reaſon to doubt 
that it would have been accompliſhed. Bur the 
different powers that were leagued againſt France 
had, by this time, formed ie views of advan- 
tage, to which they ſacrificed the common cauſe. The 
Dutch aimed not only at poſſeſſing all Flanders, but 
ateſtabliſhing a lucrative trade with the kingdom of 
Spain. In this latter object, they ſaw with dif- 
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pleaſure the'Engliſh likely to ſupplant. them. They 
were unwilling to admit that the Engliſh who had 
Fenn energy to every operation ob the war, by 
nent, money, men, and; ſhips, with an un- 
ſparingr hand, had a, right to reap the benefit 
ariſing from, the conteſt, this. temper therefore ren. 
dered them indifferent to the reduction of Toulon, 
for they ſaw that in proportion as it diſtreſſed their 
enemy, it aggrandized their rival. The emperor 
8 his · particular intereſts point another way, 


Lhe poſſeſſing himſelf of the kingdom of Naple; 
was ſo valuable a prize, that every other conſidera. 
tion gave way toit: He had no maritime intereſts 
himſelf, and was. indifferent tothe advancement oſ 


8 his friends and benefactors. The duke o 


avoy: had no important intereſts ſtaked upon the 
iſſue of. the war; his troops were paid by the Eng- 
Iich nation, and he led them againft Louis XIV. 
whoſe. ſon had married one of his daughters, and 

ainſt Philip V. who had married another. 

The firſt ill omen that foreboded the miſcar- 
riage of this deſign againſt Toulon, was the em- 
peror reſolving to employ twelve thouſand of his 
troops in the conqueſt of the kingdom of Naples. 
It was in vain that the Engliſh! ambaſſador at the 
court of Vienna repreſented the important ſervices 

which had been rendered to that prinee and his family 
by the Engliſh, nation, the vaſt importance of the 
undertaking againſt Toulon to the common cauſe, 
and the certainty of his acquiring Naples after the 
expedition was over; he was inflexible ; but the de- 
ſiga was not on that account laid aſide. On the 5th 


day of June the fleet came to an anchor before 
Finale: it conſiſted of forty: three ſhips of the line, 
and fifty-ſeven tranſports. . Prince Eugene went thi · 
ther to confer with the admiral, and ſoon after the 


Was 


fleet failed for Nice, where a council of war 
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held 
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held, in which it was reſolved, to force a palli 
over the Var, although the French conſidered their 
works upon that river as impregnable. Sir John 
Norris was appointed to conduct this daring enters 
prize. He ſailed with four Britiſh, and one Dutch 
men of war, to the mouth of the river, and em- 
barking ſix hundred ſeamen aud marines in open 
boats, entered it, and advanced vithin muſquet- 
ſhot of the enemy's works, and up ſuch an in- 
ceſſant fire, as the French could not withſtand- 
Their cavalry firſt gave way, and their foot ſoon 
after began to quit their intrenchments. Sir Clou- 
deſley Shovel arriving at the place of action, and 
ſeeing the diſorder into which the enemy was 
thrown, ordered Norris to land with the ſeamen 
and marines, in order to flank the enemy. This 
ſervice was performed with ſo much conduct, and 
the men advanced with ſuch valour and reſolution, 
that the French fled in confuſion from their works, 
which were immediately occupied by the Engliſh, 
and a free paſſage opened for the duke of Savoy 
and his army, who croſſed the river half an hour 
after, without any oppoſition, where he expected 
to have found a moſt obſtinate one. Upon this 
gallant exploit the army marched to Toulon with- 
out moleſtation ; ĩt conſiſted of thirty thouſand men: 
the artillery and ammunition were conveyed on 
board the fleet, which hereupon failed for the iſles 
of Hyeres. The army appeared before Toulon on 
the z5th day of July, having ſpent eleven days 

in marching about ninety miles. This inroad 
into the kingdom of France, from a quarter where 
it was thought invulnerable, threw the French into 
the utmoſt conſternation. Toulon was in a very 
weak ſtate of defence, nor was any conſiderable 
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body of troops in that part of the country no leſ 
than forty- four large men of war were then in port, 
havipg on board upwards of three thouſand, guns e; 
beſides theſe, were twenty-five frigates, fire. ſhips, 
and other yeſſels, all which were in imminent danger 
of being deſtroyed. - The allies took poſſeſſion of 
the eminences that commanded the city, and the 
ordnance: being landed, they erected batteries, from 
whence they began to capnonade and bombard the 
city, while the fleet attacked and reduced two forts 
at the entrance of the mole, and co - operated in the 
fiege with their great guns and bomb-ketches. The 
gatriſon defended the place with vigour. They 
ad uſed incredible activity in ſtrengthening the 
fortifications; they ſunk ſhips in the entrance of 
the harbour, and up a, briſk fire from their 
ade deſperate. ſallies, and even 
ſrom the e of St. Catha- 
rine, with great laughter. The French were inde- 
fatigable in marching troops ſrom all parts of the 
kingdom into Provence. To increaſe the :embar- 
raſſment of the allies the generals diſagreed; the 
prince of Savoy ſenh orders to prince Eugene to 
poſſeſs himſelf of mount St. Ann, which he refuſed 
to attempt, the emperor. having given him ſecret 
inſtructions not to expoſe his troops. The duke of 
Savoy, ſenſible of the growing, ſtrength of the ene 
my, and being informed of the preparations that 
were making to cut off his retreat, reſolved to 
abandon the enterprize. No ſooner. was this ſtep 
determined upon, than the artillery were re- em- 
barked, together with the ſick and wounded: the 
whole army ſtruck their tents, and decamped in the 
night; and with more expedition than it had ad- 
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vanced, retreated to Piedmont. | 
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The very day the army began to march, the fleet 
drew as near the place as poſſible, and five bomb- 
veſſels, ſupported by the light frigates, and all the 
boats of the men of war, under the command of 
rear-admiral Dilkes, advanced into the | creek of 
fort St. Lewis, and notwithſtanding à prodigious 
fire from the place, bombarded the town and har- 
bour, from noon till five the next morning, and this 
with all the ſucceſs that could be expected. By this 
means the army had time to quit their camp, which 
they did in five columns, without annoyance, the 
enemy being too much engaged to purſue them; 
and as to any attempts afterwards, his royal high- 
nefs prevented them by marching; in two days, as 
far as in his approach to'the place he had marched in 
ſix, This end had the famous fiege of Toulon, 
from whence the confederates hoped, and the French 
feared ſo much. If the duke of Savoy had arrived 
a week ſooner he had carried his point; and if 
marſhal Tefſe; who was ſent into Provence, had 
ated with ſkill and diſpatch, his royal highneſs had 
returned without an army“. Notwithſtanding the 
miſcarriage of this enterprize, it proved, of great 
ſervice to the allies, and produced ſuch happy con- 
ſequences, as ought perhaps to balance the expence 
of it; for beſides the great damage the French 
ſuſtained in their ſnipping, the burning and deſtroy- 
ing of eight of their capital ſhips, the blowing up 
ſeveral magazines, the burning of above one hun- 
dred and ſixty houſes in Toulon, and the devalla- 
tion committed in Provence by both armies, to the 
value of thirty millions of French livres; this enter- 
prize (which ſtruck a greater terror throughout 
all France, than had been known there: during the 
whole reign of Louis XIV.) brought this further 
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advantage to the common _. cauſe, that it gave a 
great diverſion to the enemy's forces, whereby their 
army in Germany was weakened; the duke of Or- 
leans' progreſs after the battle of Almanza, re- 
tarded in Spain; the ſuccouring of Naples pre. 
vented ; and the conqueſts of the allies in Italy fe. 
eured. The duke of Savoy was no ſooner returned, 
than he inveſted the important fortreſs of Suzz, 
which ſurrendered at diſcretion, 'on the 24th of Sep. 
tember, 1707, and thereby gave him an open paſſage 
into Dauphine, at the ſame time that it enabled 
him to ſhut the French effectually out of his own 
dominions“. | | 

Sir Cloudeſley Shovel having left a ſquadron 
of thirteen ſail for the Mediterranean ſervice, fat 
fail for England with the reſt of the fleet. Having 
touched at Gibraltar, he proceeded for England, 
and arrived at the mouth of the Channel. He found 
himſelf in ſoundings on the 23d day of October, 
having a very briſk gale at ſouth- ſouth · weſt, but 
hazy weather. About eight o'clock at night his 
own ſhip, the Aſſociation, ſtruck upon the rocks 
of Scilly, called the Biſhop and his Clerks. Sir 
George Byng was then leſs than half a mile to wind- 
ward of him ; he ſaw the ſignals of danger that 
were made from the admiral's ſhip, which in two 
minutes time diſappeared, and every perſon on 


board periſhed. The ſame fate befel the Eagle, 
captain Robert Hancock, of ſeventy guns, and the 
Romney, captain William Cony, of fifty guns. 


The Firebrand fire-ſhip was likewiſe loſt, but cap- 
tain Piercy, who commanded her, and twenty-four 
men, ſaved themſelves in the boat. The Phcenix 
fire-ſhip, commanded by captain Sanſom, was driven 
aſhore, but was ſortunately got off again. The 


* Burchet's Naval Hiſtory, Complete Hiſtory of Europe for 1707, 
Burnet, Oldmixon, Annie of Queen Anne, &. * 7 
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Royal Anne, in which Sir George Byng bore his 
flag, was ſaved by the preſence of mind of the of- 
ficers and men, who ſet her top- ſails, when ſhe was 
within a ſhip's length of the rocks. Sir John Nor- 
ris, and the lord Durſley, with very great difficulty 
diſentangled themſelves from the threatening fate; 
beſides whom ſeveral others ran no ſmall hazard 
among theſe dangerous little iſlands. Thus pe- 
riſhed the great Engliſh admiral Sir Cloudeſley 
Shovel, with all his officers, and about nine hun- 
dred ſailors. : The admiral's body being caſt aſhore, 
was ſtripped and buried in the ſand ; but afterwards 
diſcovered and brought into Plymouth, from whence 
it was conveyed to London, and interred in Weſt- 
minſter-Abbey “. It is unneceſſary to ſay more of 
him in this place, as we ſhall cloſe this chapter with 
memoirs of his life. 

This year was fatal to England in the loſs of her 
naval commanders. Rear-admiral Dilkes, who 
had been left in the Mediterranean, proceeded to 
Leghorn, where he arrived on the 19th day of No- 
vember. Here he was informed of the bad poſture 
of Charles's affairs in Spain ; the duke of Orleans, 
who was at the head of Philip's army, had made 
himſelf maſter of Letida ; whilſt Tortoſa and Tar- 
ragona were in great danger of falling into his 
hands; and unleſs timely ſuccour was brought, the 
whole province of Catalonia was likely to be wreſted 
from the Auſtrian claimant of the crown of Spain. 
When Sir Thomas Dilkes came into the road of 

horn, he demanded a ſalute of ſeventeen guns, 
which being refuſed him, he wrote to the Engliſh 
envoy at the grand duke's court, who, on ſtating 
this complaint, was anſwered by the ſecretary of 
ſtate, that the caſtle of Leghorn never gave the 


* Burchet's Naval Hiſtory, p. 733+ Lgdiarg's Naval Hiſtory p. 328. 


rſh 


1 NAVAL HISTORY {TB6ox1y, 


firſt ſalute to àny flag under the degree of a vice. 
admiral; and as to the number of guns demanded, 
Sir Cloudeſley Shovel, though admiral of the fleet 
of Great-Britain, was content with eleven, and re. 
turned the ſame number. Soon after this the rear. 
admiral died of a fever, after ſome days illneſs, 
fays Burchet * ; but Dr. Campbell ſays, that his 
diſeaſe was cauſed by an Italian dinner +; and he 
adds, the court of Tuſcany was all along manifeſtly 
partial to the French, and the ſalute which Dilkes 
requited, was founded on ſome extraordinary civili- 
ties that had been paid to French flags. The ſea. 
men always looked upon the admiral as a martyr 
for the honour of his country. J. | IDE; 

Upon the death of rear-admiral Dilkes, the com- 
mand deyolved on captain Jaſper Hickes, who was 
the next ſenior officer, and who failed from Leg- 
hotn to the Coaſt of Genoa, where embarking his 
troops at Vado, a little town to the weſtward of 
Savona, he eſcorted them ſafely to Spain, and then 
proceeded, with his ſquadron, to Liſbon, where he 
received orders to refit, and wait the arrival of Sir 
John Leake, who was ſent out from England with 
the title of admiral, and commander in chief. 

At the time our fleets were every where ſuperior 
to thoſe of the enemy, our trade ſuffered in almoſt 
all parts of the world, by the ſmall ſquadrons of 
men of war, as well as privateers, which iſſued 
out of the French ports, Sir Thomas Hardy at 
this time commanded in the Channel. In the 
month of July he had orders to convoy the trade 
from the port of London to Liſbon, When he was 
about one hundred leagues from the Lizard, {ix 
French men of war appeared in fight, which he 
gave chaſe to: they proved to be a ſquadron com- 


9 Naval Hiſtory, p. 736, + Lives of the Admirals, Vol. IV. p. 34 
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manded hy Du Gue Trouin. Night coming on, a 
council was £alled, in which fourteen captains gave 
it as their opinion, that the admiral ſhould give oser 
the chace, and bear away to protect the. Liſbon. 
fleet. For this conduct he was afterwards brought 
to a court-martial, . who honoaurably acquitted bim 
of all blame: and though the admiral's conduct was 
afcerwards ſcrutinized: very . cloſely by higher tribu- 
nals, yet no imputarion fell upon him; he therefare 
continued to be employed, and acquitted himſelf 
with hongun ss. OR 

Whilſt the French were {ending out ſhips to pick 
up prizes. from Breſt, another ſmall: fleet, under 
the command of monſieur Fourbin, was equipped 
at Dunkirk, and employed in making depredations 
on the Engliſh ſhipping to the eaſtward. Towards 
the latter end of April 170%, a: fleet of merchant - 
men, conſiſting! of fifty-fiye fail, outward bound, 
had a convoy appointed them of three men of war, 
viz, the Royal Oak of ſeventy-ſix guns, captain 
Baron Wylde, commander and commodore; the 
Grafton, of ſeventy guns, captain Edward Acton; 


* The preſident of this court- martial, was Sir John Leake, knight, 
vice-admiral of the white. It was held on board her majeſty's ſhip the 
Albemarle, October 10, 1707, in Portſmouth Harbour; and the cap- 
tains 2 the president, ſigned his acquittal, were, Hovenden 
Walker, Henry Lumley, Stephen Martin, 1. Meads, Henry Gore, 
Charles Stewart, J. Paul. After this, the proceedings were laid before 
the queen in council, where all was heard over again, but nothing 
appeared which could any way impeach the honour ef Sir Thomas 

rdy, or the officers who acquitted him; however, to oblige the mer- 
chants, the ſentence was tranſmitted to the admiralty, and there it way 
examined before his royal highneſs the lord high-admiral, and the fol · 
lowing flag-officers: Admiral Churchill, Sir Stafford Fairborne, Sir 
John Leake, .Sir George Byng, Sir John Norris, and Sir James Wiſhart, 
who all approved the ſentence of the court-martial, and gave their opi- 
nion under their hands. One would have imagined, that here the thing 
mult have ended, but it did not; for as ſoon as the houſe of commons 
lat, a motion was made, that Six Thomas Hardy ſhould attend; which 
he did, and gave ſo clear an account of his conduct, that the very mem- 
bers who had. promiſed to ſupport this complaint, deſired it might be 
d,——Dr, Campbell. 
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and the Hampton-Court, of ſeventy guns, captain 
George Clements. This fleet, in proceeding from 
the Downs, was attacked by the Dunkirk ſquadron, 
conſiſting of ten men of war, a frigate, and four 
privateers. The commodore drew five of the ſtout. 
eſt merchant-ſhips into the line, and fought bravely 
for two hours and a half, being about fix leagues to 
the weſtward of Beachy. Many officers and men 
were killed on both ſides, and the ſhips very much 
ſhattered in their hulls, maſts, and rigging. Cap- 
tain Acton, of the Grafton, was killed in the ac- 
tion; and captain Clements received a wound, of 
which he afterwards died. Theſe two ſhips were at 
length obliged to ſtrike. Captain Wilde, finding 
theſe ſhips in the enemy's poſſeſſion, and having 
eleven feet water in his hold, made the beſt ſhift he 
could to ſave his ſhip, by running her aſhore to the 
eaſtward of Dungeneſs': whilſt the engagement 
continued with the men of war, the lighteſt of the 
enemy's frigates, and their privateers, took twenty- 
two merchantmen®*, which they carried, together 
with two men of war, into Dunkirk+.- In this en- 
gagement, the conduct of a midſhipman on board 
the Hampton-Court, was very remarkable. While 
the enemy was employed in plundering. the ſhip, 
he conveyed captain Clements, who was mortally 
wounded in the belly, through a port-hole into the 
long-boat, into which himſelf, and ſeven failors, 
crept by the ſame means, where they continued to 
conceal themſelves from the notice of 'the enemy. 


“ Forbin's account; others ſay eighteen. + Hiſtoire Militaire, 
Tom. V. p. 68. P. Daniel, p. 244. Forbin's memoirs. In ſome of 
| theſe relations, the number of priſoners is computed at eleven hundred, 
and the value of the prizes at five million livres, that is two hundred 
and eighteen thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty pounds fterling ; which 
is a Iittie incredible, confidering they took 1 few ſhips 3 but as the 
2 had nothing to conſole them for their mighty loſſes, but theſe 
ittle advantages at ſea, we need not at all 2 » that they took ſo 


much pains to magnity them,-Dr, Campbe 
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When an opportunity offered they fell to their oars, 
which they plied ſo manfully, that 905 reached the 
harbour of Rye the next day. Three days after the 
action, commodore Wylde had fo far repaired the 
damage of his ſhip, that he brought her ſaſe into 
the Downs “. = F 
All the French relations of this diſaſtrous affair 
do us the juſtice to own, that our captains behaved 
extremely well, and that their victory coſt them 
very dear. The French king promoted M. Forbin, 
for this gallant ſervice, to the rank of Chef d'Eſ- 
carde +, and gave him likewiſe the title of count. 
Mr. Burchet cenſures the manner in which this 
fight was maintained on the ſide of the Engliſh, and 
thinks the misfortune that befel them aroſe from 
their being drawn into a cloſe line, and lying by to 
receive the enemy; had they, on the contrary, te 
lays, kept conſtantly under fail, and fought in that 
manner, the elevation of the ſhips, and their weight 
of metal, would have enabled them to have done 
more execution 4. | i. 
This affair. raiſed a great commotion in the na- 
tion; and the merchants laid the whole blame upon 
the admiralty-council, who, they ſaid, ought to 
have informed. the commodore of the ſailing of the 
Dunkirk ſquadron, for the doing of which ample 
time 1ntervened. | 
The manner in which the trading veſſels of Eng- 
land were made prize of by the French cruiſers, 
might well draw forth complaints from the mer- 
chants ; and indeed, the intereſts of that uſeful and 
reſpeftable body of men, were ſhamefully lighted 
by the council of admiralty, who ſuffered the two 
French partiſans, Forbin and Gue Trouin, to ride 
triumphant in the Britiſh ſeas, whilſt our formidable 
as Burchet's Naval Hiſtory, p. 718. + Commander of a ſqua- 
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uaval force was making conqueſts in the Mediter. 
ranean, for a prince, ſo deſtitute of the talents te. 
quilite for governing, that he loſt, by his own in. 
capacity, whatever was procured him by the brayery 
of his allies. In the month of July fifteen mer. 
chantmen, from the port of London to Archangel, 
being nearly one-third of the Fleet, were taken on 
their voyage thither by Forbin, on the coaſt 
of Lapland, in the latitude of 69 deg. 40 min, 
The French computed the value of the goods taken, 
at one million two hundred You livres, or 
54,0001. ſterling. The account publiſhed in Eng- 
and was extremely embarraſſed and obſcure. Ad. 
miral Whetſtone commanded the convoy, whoſe 
conduct in this buſineſs was much complained 
of. The private intelligence which had been 
given the French, was ſuppoſed to have en- 
abled them to proceed ſo ſucceſsfully againſt our 
fleets, 

On the return of the Dunkirk ſquadron, count 
Forbin received orders to join that which had been 
fitted out at Breſt, under the command of Trovin, 
which he accordingly did on the 8th day of ORober. 
Thus united, their force conſiſted of twelve ſhips, 
which were of the French navy, but employed on 
the account of private adventurers z one of feventy- 
two guns, others of ſixty and fifty; and none carried 
fewer than forty guns 

In the latter end of Auguſt, there was a great 
fleet ready for Liſbon, having on board proviſions, 
military ſtores, and upwards of a thouſand horſes, 
for the king of Portugal's ſervice. The merchants 
were extremely. uneaſy about a convoy : they ob- 
ſerved, that ſo many ſhips had been taken in the 
voyage to Portugal, that it not only affected the 


* Burchet's Nayal Hiſtory, p. 719. 
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commerce,. but the reputation of this kingdom, and 
obliged the Portugueſe to ſend their orders for corn, 
even againſt their will, into Holland ; for this rea- 
ſon they earneſtly intreated, that ſuch a convoy 
might be given them, upon this occaſian, as might 
ſecure ſo great a fleet, (for there were no fewer than 
one hundred and thirty merchantmen) and thereby 
recover our credit at Liſbon; and, in conſequence 
of it, our corn trade, which had been in a great 
meaſure diverted for the laſt two years. Thele re- 
preſentations were by no means pleafing to the ad- 
miralty, where. admiral Churchill, the duke's bro- 
ther, commonly expreſſed the ſenſe of his royal 
highneſs's council, and thereby drew on himſelf the 
merchant's diſpleaſure in the higheſt degree. He told 
them, upon - occalion, that they ſhould be fur- 
niſhed with as ſpeedy and ſtrong a convoy, as could 
poſſibly be provided for them; yet this convoy was 
not ready to fail until the 24th of September, It 
conſiſted of the Cumberland, captain Richard Ed- 
wards, of eighty guns; the Devonſhire, of the ſame 
force ; the Royal Oak, of ſeventy-ſix, lately ſpoken 
of; the Cheſter and Ruby, each of fifty guns. The 
Cheſter and Ruby were indeed the convoy, for the 
other three ſhips were only to ſee the fleet fifty 
leagues beyond Scilly, The fleet did nor fail til 
the gth of Ofoher, and on the 1oth, they fell in 
with the joint fleet of count Forbin and M. du Gue 
Trouin, off the Lizard. The convoy diſpoſed. 
themſelves in a line of battle, and thereby gave the 
merchants ſhips an opportunity of eſcaping. M. du 
Gue atticked the Cumberland, about twelve at 
noon, and with the aſſiſtance of two other ſhips, af- 
ter an obſtinate diſpute, carried her; the Deyon- 
ſhire defended herſelf, for a long time, againſt ſeven, 
and till evening, againſt five French ſhips ; but then, 
by ſome accident, took fire, and blew up; two 

82 only, 
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only, out of nine hundred. men, eſcaped; the 
Royal O k made a vigorous reſiſtance, and having 
ſet the French ſhip which attacked her, and wa 
commanded by M. de Bearnois, on fire, got ſafe 
into K inſale harbour; the count de Forbin took 
the Cheſter ; and meſſieurs de Courlerar and de 
Neſmong took the Ruby. As for the Liſbon 
fleet, they very prudently ſaved themſelves during 
the engagement but the French made a prod: 
gious boaſting of the men of war they had taken, 
though, the diſpute was ſo very unequal. M.. 
Burchet cenſures the manner in which this fight 
was maintained, upon the ſame principle on which 
he blamed the former one; our ſhips were of ſuch 
force, that had they kept together under fail, they 
would haye made a very formidable battery; 
but the French ſhips, being many more in 
| 8 mber, had opportunities 10 ö dnn each of 
them ſingly, with three or four of their Thips at 
one e an * 
At the cloſe of the year captain Haddock, of the 
Ludlow-Caltie,. fell in with two French. frigates, 
the Nightingale and Squirrel, formerly the queen's 
lips, but now fitted out from Dunkirk as priva- 
reers each of them having on board as many men 
as the Engliſh man of war. They both lay by, 
till he came within gun-ſhot of them; but then 
made fail from him before the wind. At eleven 
o'clock at night he came up with the Nightingale 
which L ſtruck, but the other eſcaped, 
The captain of the Nightingale was an Engliſh re. 
negado, who had formerly commanded a loop in 
the queen's ſervice, and having been tried by a 
'court-martial, for irregular practices, vas broke“; 
a lieutenant, A midſhipman, and a ſailor, natives 
„ 12'® Lidinrd's Naval Hiſtory, p. 3333. 
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England, were taken on board the ſhip, toge- 
4 i an Iriſh prieſt: all theſe captain Haddock 
ſent up priſoners to London, where they were tried 
for high-treaſon. 8 | re 

On the ſide of Germany, the affairs of the con- 
federates wore a gloomy aſpect. The uſual ſlug- 
giſhneſs and backwardneſs of the princes, almoſt 
ſubjected. the empire to the ſame misfortunes from 
which it had been relieved by the battle of Blen- 
heim. The continuance of the inſurtection in Hun- 
gary, combined with the habitual inactivity of the 
court of Vienna, had rendered the efforts of the 
houſe of Auſtria extremely languid on the Upper 
Rhine. The margrave of Bareith, who ſucceeded 
to the command of the Imperialifts upon the death 
of the prince of Baden, led an army inconſiderable 
in point of numbers, and ill provided with neceſ- 
ſaries for the field. The French army, under mar- 
nal Villars, having paſſed the Rhine at Straſbourg, 
forced the lines at Stolhoffen, laid the duchy of 
Wirtemberg under contribution, entered Swabia, 
and penetrated to the Danube. But when Villars 
was meditating meaſures which might change the 
whole face of the war, he was forced to weaken his 
army by great detachments into France itſelf, which 
we have ſeen attacked, within its limits, by the 
allies. Towards the end of the campaign, the 
elector of Hanover took the command of the army 
of the empire; and count Mercy having ſurprized 
the marquis de Vivant at Offenbourg, Villars was 
forced ro abandon all his great ſchemes, and to re- 
paſs the Rhine. | 15 
The invaſion of the French was not the only evil 
which the emperor and empire had now to fear, 
The king of Sweden having remained during the 
winter in Saxony, found very plauſible pretences 
tor a qyarrel with the court of Vienna, He com- 


plained 
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Plained of an inſult; committed. by, count. Zobor, 
chamberlain to his Imperial mays on the barog 
Stralenheim, the Swediſh envoy. hough all rea- 
ſonable ſatisfaction was given by the emperor, the 
king of Sweden, with an obſtinacy ene to his 
character, increaſed his complaints, and multiplied 
his demands. He peremptorily required, chat five 
hundred Ruſſians, to whom the court of Vienna 
had given refuge in the Auſtrian dominions, ſhould 
be delivered into his hands. He inſiſted, that the 

teſtants of Sileſia ſhould be indulged with the 
e of their religion, according to the 
treaty of 0 That his Imperial majeſty 
ſhould relinquiſh. all pretenſions to the quota, which 
the king 9! Sweden had neglected to . furn:ſh, ac- 
cording to the tenure. by which he held his domi. 
nions in Germany; 2 that the whole Swediſh 
army, in their return through Sileſia and Poland, 
ſhould be maintained at the charge of the court of 
Vienna. ae ade ea - >: 

The emperor Joſeph was in no condition to reſuſe 
a compliance with theſe. arbitrary mandates ; but 
the queen of England and the States, were alarmed, 
leſt 9 6 575 onde ſhould ſacrifice the intereſts of the 
allies. to a new. quarrel. The court of London 
therefore reſolved upon ſending the duke of Marl- 
borough to ſooth the king of Sweden, to gain over 
his nuniſters, and penetrate into their real deſigns. 
In the month of April his grace ſet out from the 
Hague for Leipſic, with a letter from queen Anne 
* th Charles XII. of Sweden; in his way he 
conſulted the elector of Hanover, about the ſums to 
be given, as annual penſions to the counts Piper 
and Hermelin, who conducted the affairs of the 
Swediſh monarch. The  eleQor adviſed, that two 
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thouſand pounds ſterl ing ſhould be ſecured for the 
firſt, and one thouſand for the latter, and that one 
year's penſion ſhould be paid in advance . The 
duke arrived at Alt-Ranſtadt, where: the king of 
Sweclen held his head quarters. He found this ori- 
ginal character not ſimple but ſordid in his appear- 
ance and oeconomy, ſavage in his deportment, fero- 
cious, illiterate, ſtubborn, implacable, and reſerved. 
The Engliſh negotiator afſailed him on the fide of 
his vanity, the only part by which he was acceſſible, 
« Sire, (ſaid he) J preſent to your majeſty a letter, 
not from the Chancery, but from the heart of the 
queen my miſtreſs, and written with her own hand. 
Had not het fex prevented her from taking ſo long 
a journey, ſhe would have croſſed the ſea to have 
had an interview with a prince admired by the whole 
univerſe. I eſteem myſelf happy in having the 
honour of aſſuring your majeſty of my regard; and 
I ſhould think it a great happineſs, if my affairs 
would allow me to learn, under ſo great a general as 

r majeſty, what I want to know in the art of 
war.” Charles was pleaſed with this overſtrained 
compliment, which ſeemed to have been calculated 
for a raw unintelligent barbarian, unacquainted 
with the characters of mankind. He profeſſed par- 
ticular veneration for queen Anne, as well as for 
the perſon of her ambaſſador, and declared he would 
take no ſteps to the prejudice of the grand al- 
liance f. The duke's behaviour to count Piper 
deſerves to be related, as it ſerves very ſtrongly to 
evince the juſtneſs of the character which we have 
elſewhere given of this great ſtateſman Marlbo- 
rough. When the duke arrived in his coach at the 
quarters of count Piper, of whom he had demanded 
an audience, he was given to underſtand that the 


Hanover papers in Macpherſon's state Papers, Vol. II. p. 89. 
+ Smollet's Hiſtory of England, Vol. IX. p. 456. 
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count was buſy, whereupon he waited half an hour 
before the Swediſh miniſter came down to receive 
him. When he appeared at laſt, the duke alighted 
from his coach, put on his hat, paſſed the count 
without ſaluting him, and went aſide to the wall, 
where having ſtaid ſome time, he returned, and ac- 
coſted him with the moſt polite addreſs. 
Insa Flanders nothing of importance happened 
during the campaign. The French, under the duke 
de Vendome, prudently avoided an action; and 
they | 3c their motions ſo well, that they fur- 
niſhed the enemy with no opportunity of attacking 
them with advantage. | 10 

The campaign of the year 1707, though in ſome 
degree favourable to the houſe of Bourbon, ſcarce 
ſuſpended their misfortunes. The. conqueſt of 
Naples balanced the benefits derived from the vic- 
tory obtained at Almanza; and the fiege of Toulon, 
though unſucceſsful, on the part of the allies, was 
extremely detrimental to .France, The enemy in 
their march and retreat through Provence, ruined 
a great extent of country. The 'attempt defeated 
the project of France on the fide of Germany, by 
dividing her forces. Villars having penetrated to 
the Danube, was forced to repaſs the Rhine, and to 
relinquiſh to an enemy, who could not meet him 
before in the field, all the advantages of a campaign, 
that ſeemed to threaten to change the whole face of 
affairs. A degree of mortification was added to 
the misfortunes of the Court of Verſailles. The 
duke of Savoy, whoſe capital was beſieged by 4 
French army in the preceding campaign, was at the 
head of a powerful invaſion in the dominions of 
France, in the preſent year. But the conduct of 
the court of France was now as feeble as her misfor- 
tunes were numerous. The Salique law ſeemed to 


have been made in vain, in a country deſtined to be 
governed 


Caae, III.] or GREAT BRITAIN. 209 


verned and ruined by women. Madame de 
Maintenon, though advanced in years, maintained 
her influence over the ſuperannuated mind of the 
king. Flattery to an aged miſtreſs, became a better 
title than merit to the command of armies; and 
thus the folly of his own councils became as fatal 
to Louis, as the arms of the confederates *, 

Before we cloſe this chapter, it will be proper to 
ſpeak of the events which took place in the Weſt- 
Indies. When Graydon returned from his ineffec- 
tual expedition thither r, Sir William Whetſtone 
was appointed to that command. He failed from 
St, Helen's in March 1705, with one third rate, four 
fourth rate, and two fifth rate men of war. He ar- 
rived at Jamaica in May, and ſome time after failed 
for the Spaniſh coaſt, where he took a French ſhip 
which mounted forty- ſix guns, having on board one 
hundred and fifry men, which were all that remained. 
alive of three hundred and ſeventy, with which ſhe 
ſailed, He afterwards fell in with two French pri- 
vateers, one of which he forced aſhore, whereupon the 
crew ſet her on fire; the other eſcaped. A violent 
ſtorm ſoon after forced the admiral. to return to 
Jamaica with his ſquadron, leaving only the Mon- 
tague, a ſixty gun ſhip, to cruiſe on the coaſt of 
Hiſpaniola, where ſhe met with two French ſhips, 
one of forty-eight, the other of thirty-ſix guns, 
which the captain of the Montague gallantly bore 
down upon and engaged. In the night the French- 
men diſappeared, but the next morning they were 
again in ſight. The captain immediately gave or- 
ders to renew the combat, but his officers and ſea- 
men expreſſing great diſreliſn for the buſineſs, he 
was obliged to deſiſt, Mr. Burchet has not given 
us the name of this brave officer, for which he is 


* Macpherſon's Hiſtory of England, Vol. II. p. 372, +3 
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really cenſurable, When the captain returned to 
Jamaica, he complained to his admiral that his or. 
ders had been difobeyed by his officers and the 
crew: a court-martial was thereupon appornted, when 
it fully appearing that the captain had done his duty 
to the utmoſt of his power, he was honourably 
acquitted ; but his officers were broke, and many 
of his ſeamen puniſhed. As ſoon as the Montague 
arrived, Whetſtone ſent out the Briſtol and Folk- 
ſtone in ſearch of theſe French ſhips, who fell in 
with them and their convoy, . but they contented 
themſelves with making prize of ſome of the mer. 
chantmen, for having no ſtomach for fighting, they 
ſuffered the two men of war, and a preat part of 
the fleet which they eſcorted, to eſcape, although 
abſolutely in their power. For this ſhameful breach 
of duty, captain Anderſon, the fenior officer, was 
tried, broke, and declared unfit for ſervice. 

Whilſt Admiral Whetſtone was detained for want 
of ſtores at Jamaica, the Suffolk, a ſeventy gun ſhip, 
on board of which the admiral had hoiſted his flag, 
blew up in the gun-room; moſt of the men who were 
in that part were killed, and ſeventy more in their 
hammocks were ſo much burnt, that the greateſt pan 
died, Had the ports been open when this accident 
happened, the ſhip would, moſt probably, have 
been totally deſtroyed“; but the damage it fuſtained 
| one repaired, and ſhe afterwards returned to Eng- 
and. 

The French had great advantages over the Engliſl 
in theſe parts, from the aſſiſtance which the Spanilh 
harbours and ſettlements afforded them; from 
whence they drew a ready fupply of whatever they 
ſtood in need of; they therefore reſolved to attempt 
the reduction of the Engliſh Leeward Iſlands; 
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which purpoſe - Iberville, the governor of St. Do- 
mingo, fitted out a ſmall ſquadron of French men 
of war, the command of which was given to count 
de Chevagnac, who ſailed in the month of March 
1706, and made a deſcent on the iſland of St. Chriſ- 
topher, which his troops plundered with great fury: 
they were ſtopped in their career by the caſtle, which 
made a vigorous defence, and at length the invaders 
were obliged to re-embark. Iberville having now 
joined Chevagnac with ſeveral more ſhips, they 
roceeded to Nevis, where the inhabitants capitu- 
ated. Soon after commodore Ker arrived from 
England with a conſiderable force, and having ſta- 
tioned ſeveral of his ſhips according to his inſtruc- 
tions, he bore away with the reſt for Jamaica, 
which was then thought to be in danger from the 
junction of Iberville's ſquadron with ſome ſhips 
commanded by du Caſſe. 

In the mean time rear-admiral Whetſtone ſailed 
with a few ſhips from Jamaica, in hopes of attacking 
Du Caſſe, before he was joined by the ſuccours he 
expected, But this deſign being defeated by bad 
weather, he returned to Jamaica about the middle 
of July, and towards the latter end of the ſame 
month was joined by commodore Ker, with the 
ſquadron under his command, There being now 
ſo conſiderable a force, the admiral was very deſi- 
rous that ſomething ſhould be attempted capable of 
blotting out the memory of paſt miſtakes, and 
worthy of the Britiſh nation. After mature deli- 
beration, it was reſolved to proceed to Carthagena, 
where they knew the galleons were, in order to try 
what effects king Charles's letters would produce, 
and whether the governor might not be wrought 
upon by our ſucceſſes in Europe, ro own him for 
his rightful ſovereign in America. With this view 
Sir William Whetſtone and captain Ker failed from 
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Jamaica on the 8th of Auguſt, and on the 18th ar- 
rived before Carthagena, and ſent in a packet to 
the governor. But this produced no good ef- 
fect; he declared, that he knew no other prince 
than Philip V. and that no other he would obey. 
There were at that time in the port fourteen gal- 
leons, lying cloſe in with the city, and unrigged. The 
admiral was for attempting to burn them; but the 

ilots declared, that any ſuch deſign would be found 
Impracticable, unleſs we were firſt in poſſeſſion of 
Bocca Chica caſtle, and the other forts, and even in 
that caſe it was very doubtful whether ſhips of ſo 
great a ſize as theirs could get in“. Then it was 
taken into conſideration what farther ſervice might 
be done, and the reſult of this was, a reſolution to 
return to Jamaica; from whence, as ſoon as the 
trade was ready, the rear-admiral was to convoy 
them home, and commodore Ker to remain behind, 
in order to take upon him the command of the force 
left in the Weſt-Indies. This ſcheme was immedi- 
ately put in execution, and, upon their return, Sir 
William made all poſſible diſpatch in order to get 
home in time; and, accordingly, leaving the iſland 
the latter end of October, he arrived at Plymouth 
on the 23d of December, 1706, with the Suffolk, 
Briſtol, Reſerve, and Vulcan fire-ſhip, and a fleet 
of merchantmen under his convoy. 

From the daſtardly behaviour of ſome officers, 
one might be led to' think, that there was a ſecret 
property in the atmoſphere of the Weſt-Indies, 
which reduced the natural ſpirit and bravery of 
Engliſhmen; for though the command of the fleet 
on that ſtation was held by a ſucceſſion of bold com- 
manders, yet the miſconduct of their inferior officers, 
rendered the efforts made in that part of the world 

» Burchet's Naval Hiſtory, Lediard's Naval Hiſtory, Britiſh Em- 
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to annoy the French and Spaniards, continvally in- 
effectual. W 

The chief command now devolved on commo- 
dore Ker, whoſe deſigns were as well laid, and their 
iſſue as fruitleſs as thoſe of his predeceſſors. One 
of them was an attack upon port Louis, another 
on the Petit Guavas, but neither took effect. After 
this Sir John Jennings was diſpatched thither, but 
his command ſtands as little dignified by any im- 

ortant event as any other. 

In North-America the French were more ſucceſs- 
fully attacked in the year 1707. Captain John 
Underdown, commander of her majeſty's ſhip the 
Falkland, having received advice, on the 25th day 
of July, that the enemy had ſeveral ſhips employed 


in the Newfoundland fiſhery, he proceeded from 


the harbour of St. John's, having with him the 


Nonſuch and the Medway. Theſe three ſhips 


ſailed to the bay of Blanche, and arrived off the 
harbour of Fleur-de-lis, where the commodore 
ſent in his own pinnace, and that belonging to the 
Nonſuch : on board of the firſt was major Lloyd, 
who went on this expedition as a volunteer; and 
the lieutenant of the Falkland on board the other. 
They found ſeveral ſtages and other neceſſaries for 
the fiſhery, which they deſtroyed, and then returned 
to the ſhips. The next day they made prize of a 
ſhip from St. Maloes, of three hundred and ſixty 
tons, thirty guns, and one hundred and ten men, 
called the duke of Orleans. Another ſhip of twenty - 
guns, and eighty men, belonging to St. Maloes, 
was likewiſe taken; two other ſhips, ane of thirty- 
two guns, and the other of twenty-ſix, from the 
fame port, werg attacked, but their crews abandon- 
ing them, ſet them on fire, and eſcaped on ſhore. 
Off the harbour of St. Julian they diſcovered an- 
other ſhip, hauled quite up to the ſhore, = the 
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I Soats being manned, on the 6th day of Auguſt the 


enemy was driven from their poſts, and the ſhip 
was taken poſſeſſion of. The ſquadron then pro- 
ceeded to Carouſe; in the way thither they looked 
into Petit Maiftre, where they deſtroyed great num- 
ders of boats and ſtages, with vaſt quantities of fiſh 
and oil. The damage the enemy ſuſtained by this 
expedition was, two ſhips brought away, a third 
taken but burnt, two more burnt by the French; 
two hundred and twenty-eight fiſhing-boats burnt ; 


| four hundred and ſeventy - boats and ſhalloways, 


twenty- three ſtages, twenty-three train-vats, all 

Þurnt; ſeventy-ſcyven thouſand two hundred and 

eighty quintals of fiſn deſtroyed, together with fiſ- 

teen hundred and ſixty- eight hogſheads of train oil, 

 -—Let us now take a view of the proceedings at 
home. 

The firſt parliament of Great-Britain met at Weſt. 
minſter, on the 23d day of October, 1707, without 
any new election for England; when the queen, in 
her ſpeech to both houſes, palliated the miſcarriages 
in Provence and in Spain, repreſented the neceſſity 
of mak ing farther efforts againſt the common enemy, 
and exhorted them to be upon their guard againſt 
thoſe who endeavoured to ſow jealouſies in the na- 
tion. The commons, in their addreſs, expreſſed 
the continuance of their former zeal and devotion 
to her majefty's government; but in the houſe of 
lords, the earl of Wharton expatiated upon the 
ſcarcity of money, the decay of trade, and the miſ- 
management of the nayy. He was ſeconded by the 
lord Somers, and the leaders of the Tory party, 
who propoſed, that previous to every meaſure, 4 
ſhould conſider the ſtate of the nation. It was at- 
firmed, that the lord high-admiral's name was 
abuſed by ſuch as were entruſted with the manage- 
ment of his authority; that the council of his royal 

* | highneſs 
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highneſs ſtudied nothing but how to render their 
places profitable to themſelves and their creatures. 


though at the expence of the nation; that it vas 


viſible, their own haughtineſs, together with the 
treachery, corruption, and careleſſneſs of their de- 
ndents, were the true ſources of thoſe miſchiefs 
which befel our merchants, and diſcredited the moſt 
glorious reign in the Britiſh annals. But though. 
reaſon and experience ought to have convinced theſe _ 

men of their own incapacity, yet they had, with a 
brutiſh obſtinacy, perſiſted in the purſuit of their 
own meaſures, haughtily rejecting the advice of the 
merchants, when offered in time, and ſaucily con- 
temning their complaints, when ſufferers by the 
very errors they had predicted.“ This occaſi- 
oned the appointment of a committee, to exa- 
mine into this matter. The houſe received a pe- 
tition from the ſheriffs of London, ſigned by two 
hundred of the moſt eminent merchants of the city, 
ſetting forth the great loſſes they had ſuſtained at 
ſea, through the want of proper convoys and erui- 
ſers, and praying that ſome remedy might be ap- 
plied, that the trade of the nation might not be 
entirely deſtroyed; theſe complaints were fully 
proved by witneſſes. The deſign of Wharton and 
Somers was to raiſe the earl of Orford, once more, 
to the head of the admiralty ; and the Tories, who 
did not perceive their drift, hoped, in the courſe of 
the enquiry, to fix the blame of all miſmanagement 
upon the Whig miniſters. The report which the 
committee made to the houſe was ſent to the lord 
high-admiral, who anſwered each article ſeparately. 
Then the Tories moved for an addreſs, in which 
the blame of the miſcarriages might be laid on the 
miniſtry and cabinet- council; but the motion was 
overruled, and the queen was preſented with the 
bare repreſentation of facts, and deſired that ſhe 
: would. - 
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would take the proper meaſures for preventing ſuch 
evils for the future“. The houſe of commons 
made ſome progreſs into an enquiry of the ſame 
nature, and brought in a bill for the better ſecuring 
the trade of the kingdom. They cheerfully granted 
the ſupplies for the ſervice of the enſuing year. 
Both lords and commons concurred 1n carrying to 
the throne, ſuch complaints as ſeemed to be well 
founded; and with this view their lordſhips, on the 
7th day of February, addreſſed the queen to lay 
aſide captain Ker ; and on the 26th day * the 

ame 


* Smollet's Hiſtory of England, Vol, IX. p. 461. 


+ The houſe of lords in their addreſs, informed her majeſty, that a 
complaint had been lodged before them, by Mr. Thomas Wood, in 
behalf of himſelf, and divers other Jamaica merchants, againſt captain 
William Ker, late commander of a ſquadron of her majeſty's fhips at 
that iſland, for refuſing to grant conveys for their ſhips to the Spaniſh 
coalt of America; and, in particular that the ſaid Mr. Thomas Wood 
had offered to the ſaid captain Ker, the ſum of ſix hundred pounds as a 
gratuity, if he would order one of her majeſty's men of war, under his 
command, to go as convoy to the Neptune ſloop, and Martha galley, 
laden with woollen, and other goods of her majeſty's ſubjects. That 
the ſaid captain Ker, at that time, ſeemed pleaſed with the propoſal, 
and ſaid the Windfor ſhould be the ſhip, and ordered Mr. Wood to 
make what diſpatch he could, in getting the galley and ſloop ready. 
On which encouragement he got them ready to ſail, and bought three 
hundred negroes to put on board them, and then acquainted captain 
Ker therewith, and with the great charge he was at in maintaining the 
negroes, and his fear of ſickneſs. Captain Ker then ſaid, he feared he 
could not ſpare a man of war; but the next dav ſent Mr. Tudor Tre- 
vor, captain of the Windfor, to acquaint Mr. Wood, that captain Ker 
ſaid, he thought Mr. Wood could not have offered leſs than two thou- 
ſand, or at leaſt firtecen hundred pounds. Whereupon Mr. Wood de- 
clared, the ſum was fo great, that the trade could not bear it, and ſo the 
ſloop aud galley proceeded on the voyage without convoy; and in theit 
return the {loop, loaded with great wealth, being purſued by French 
privateers, and having no convoy, and crouding too much ſail, to get 
trom the enemy, was unhappily overſet and loſt. The faid Mr. Tho- 
mas Wood alſo made another complaint, that upon a farther applica- 
tion to the faid Mr. Ker, for a convoy for three floops, bound for the 
ſaid Spanith coalts, he promiſed to give the Experiment man of war, 
commanded by captain Bowler, as a convoy; for which the ſaid Mr. 
Wood agreed to give eight hundred pounds; four hundred pounds, 
part whereof was paid the ſaid Rowler, and the other four hundred 
unds was made payable by note to one Mr. Herbert, for the uſe of 
Mr. Ker, which note was ſent in a letter to Mr. Ker, and by him put 
into Mr. Herbert's hands; and, beſides that, as a further encourage- 
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ame month, the houſe! of commons rn 

2ddrefs of the fame” nature, againſt che fare” pet 
eos Dns 


ſon . £ ein 12 1 5 | „ 0 
At this —.— ſceretary Harley's character in- 
curred” ſuſpicion from the treachery of Gregg; 
clerk in his office, who was detected in carrying o 
a correſpondence with M. Chamfllard / the French 
king's miniſter. Fhis affair made much noiſe, and 
great diſcoveties were expected to follow. Gregg 
was indicted at the Old Bailey, found guilty, and 


executed as a traitor. In a paper which he delivered 


to the ſheriff at his execution, he acknowledged his 
guilt, and declared that he had no acceſſaries in h 
treaſon, and that Mr. Secretary Harley was entirely 
ignorant of his practices. 7H 


It may not be improper to remark- in this place, 
the quantity of gold and ſilver coin-of all ſorts, 
which in conſequence of the union, was brought 
into the Mint of Edinburgh, to be re-eoined into 
the pieces and denominations of ſterling money: 
the amount of which was four hundred-and eleven 
thouſand one hundred and ſevemeen-pounds ten 
ſhillings and nine- pence, as brought into the Mint: 


ment for allowing the ſaid convoy, Mr. Ker had an adventure of fifteen 
hundred pounds in the ſaid ſloops, without advancing any money. To 
this complaint Mr. Ker put in his anſwer, and both parties werte fully 
heard by themſelves and their witneſſes; and u the whole matter, 
the houſe came to the following reſolution, that the faid complaint of 
the ſaid Mr. Wood, againf the faid captain Ker, as well as in relation 
to the Neptune and Martha galley, as alſo in relation to * o*her three 
ſloops, that went under the convoy of the Experiment man of war, hath 
been fully made out, and proved tp the ſatistaction of this houfe; 
The queen gave any a general anſwer to this addrefi, but did not ſay 
politively that ſhe would comply with it. ro 
* On the 26th of February, ape the report of Sir Richard, Onflow, | 
from the committee of the whole- houſe, the commons came to three 
reſolutions againſt eommodore Ker; to which they added a fourth, vit. 
+* That an humble addreſs be preſented to her majeſty, laying before 
her the ſaid reſolytions, and humbly defiring, that ber -majeſty will be 
leaſed not to employ the ſaid captain Ker in her majelty's ſervice for the 
uture,” This addreſs having been preſemed to the queen, ten days af - 
ter her majeſty declared, that ſhe would comply with it, 
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neither is it improbable that as much more might 
have been hoarded up by the whimſical, diſafected 
and timorous, who were ſtrongly prepoſſeſſed 2. 
gainſt the union, and were far from believing it 
would long continue. The current coin of Scot- 
land was alſo, at this time, exported to foreign parts, 
and no inconſiderable quantity melted by the filver- 
ſmiths into various kinds of plate; ſo that a judi- 
cious author conjectures, that the gold and ſilver 
coin in Scotland might amount to nine hundred 
thouſand pounds ſterling s. 

By a liſt of the royal navy, publiſhed this year, it 
en to have been as follows: 


Rates. | Number. 
2: — — 14 130 of the line of 
8 Wr po 
—_ 8 — — 2 75 for erviſing 
- Fire-ſhips' — ' 9 
Tachts — 16 
Bomb-veſſels — 9 
Are. mile — 1 mY 
. Advice boat — 1 g 79 ſmall craft. 
Brigantines— 3 | | 
Ketches — 2 |. 
Hulks' —  — 15 
Hoys © — 22. 
In all 284 +. 


* Rodd 8 Preface to Anderſon's Theſaurus Di eee et No- 
miſmatum n, p- 344 85, 5 Lediard's Naval Hiſtory, p- 826. 
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MxzmMolirs of Sir Raien DzLavai, Kut. & 


T H I S' naval officer was deſcended from a family 
in the north of England, whoſe political principles 
led them, and particularly the father of our admi- 
ral, Mr. Ralph Delaval, to eſpouſe the cauſe of king 
Charles I. and his ſon Charles II. After the memo- 
rable battle of Worceſter, general Leſlie was per- 
mitted by Cromwell to retire to Mr. Ralph Dela- 
val's houſe. His ſon, who bore the ſame chriſtian 
name as the father, went into the navy when he was 
very young, and was diſtinguiſhed by the patro- 
nage of the duke of York, who appointed him to the 
command 'of the York, a third rate man of war; 
and at the time of the revolution his ſhip lay at 
Portſmouth. However he might eſteem and reſpect 
king James the Second, he ſeems not to have ap- 
proved of thoſe meaſures which loſt him his crown; 
for when king William the Third received the ſo- 
vereignty from the people, captain Delaval was not 
only continued in the command of his ſhip, but 
ſoon after promoted by his majeſty to the rank of 
rear-admiral of the blue; who at the ſame time, 
conferred on him the honour of knighthood. Soon 
after this promotion, Sir Ralph Delaval ſerved un- 
der the earl of Torrington . in. the famous battle 
which was fought off Beachy-head, on the coaſt of 
Suſſex, -on the 3zoth day of July 1690. Ia this un- 
fortunate affair our admiral's reputation remained 
unimpeached, either as to courage or conduct. A 
ſtronger proof of the propriety of his behaviour could 
nat be given, than his being appointed preſident 
of the court-martial which tried the commander in 
chief, which was held on board the Kent, on the 
joth day of December following. As the popular 
E e 2 clamour 
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clamour ran high againſt the earl, the honourable 
acquittal which he received was diſreliſhed by many, 
and Sir Ralph Delaval probably did not eſcape cen- 
ſure on this occaſion. King William, however, 
who had too elevated a mind to be offended at any 
one for differing in opinion from himſelf, preſently 
after promoted him to be vice-admiral of the blue, 
in which tation he ſerved the next year under ad- 
miral Ruſſel; and in the winter of the ſame year, 
be was appointed to command a ſquadron in the 
Soundings, where being buffeted by contrary winds, 
he was frequently driven into Torbay; notwith- 
ſtanding which he prevented the French ſending 
ſuccours to Limerick, and was thereby very condu- 
cive to the reduction of that important place, and 
conſequently of the kingdom of Ireland, which fol- 
lowed ſoon after. bs . N | 

In 1692 he was appointed yice-admiral of the 
red, and received orders to cruiſe for a large fleet of 
Engliſh and Dutch merchantmen, expected to ar- 
rive from the Mediterranean. Theſe he joined, and 
conducted them ſafely into port. It was well known, 
that the French were fitting out at Breſt the moſt 
formidable fleet that kingdom had ever ſent to ſea; 
the combined fleets of England and Holland were 
laying at St. Helens, having received ſailing orders 
from queen Mary. On 'the 15th day of May a 
council of flag officers was called, wherein it was 
' reſolved to ſail with the firſt fair wind, for the 
coaſt of France. Sir Ralph Delaval, on this occa- 
ſion, obſerved, that an intimation had been given 
him by the ſeeretary of ſtate, of reports having been 
ſpread, that ſeveral: captains; of the fleet had given 
afſurances to king James's friends, of their readi- 


neſs to join them, and of their confidence that they 


ſhould be able to bring over a great part of the 
fleet. As it was of the utmoſt importance * 
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ſuch ſuſpicions, and as in ſuch a general charge 
every individual was alike involved, the admiral 

ed, that an addreſs to the queen ſhould be 
drawn up, expreſſive of the loyalty of the officers 
of her fleet. The propoſal was immediately agreed 
to, and the following addreſs was drawn up: 

« We, your majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal 
ſubjects 4 ſervants, flag-officers and captains, in 
your majeſty's fleet, out of a deep — grateful 
ſenſe of your majeſty's good and juſt opinion of our 
loyalty and fidelity, imparted to us by the right ho- 
nourable admiral Ruſſel, in a letter to him from the 
earl of Nottingham, principal ſecretary of ſtate, 
do, in behalf o ourſelves, and all the other officers 
and ſeamen, humbly preſume to addreſs ourſelves 
to your majeſty at this juncture, to undeceive the 
world, as to thoſe falſe and malicious reports which 
have been lately ſpread in prejudice of your majeſty's 
ſerviee by people diſaffected to the government, 
and who haye an averſion to the quiet and good of 
their country; that there are ſome among us, who 
are not truly zealous for, and entirely devoted to 
the preſent happy eſtabliſhment. We do, there- 
fore, moſt humbly beg leave, to add to our re- 

ated oaths, this aſſurance of our fidelity: that we 
willi with all imaginable alacrity and reſolution, 
venture ourſelves in the defence of the government, 
and of the religion and liberty of our country, 
againſt all popiſh invaders whatſoever. And that 
God Almighty may preſerve your majeſty's moſt 
ſacred perſon, direct your councils, and proſper: 
your arms by ſea and land, againſt your enemies; 
may all people ſay amen, with your majeſty's moſt 
dutifu} and loyal fubjedts. Dated on board the Bri- 
tannia, at St. Helens, the 15th of May, 1692.” 
This addreſs was ſigned by Sir John Aſhby, admiral 

of the blue; Sir Ralph Delaval, vice-admiral of . 
. red; 
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red; George Rooke, Eſq; vice-admiral of the blue; 
Sir Cloudeſley Shovel, rear-admiral of the red; and 
Richard Carter, Eſq; rear-admiral of the blue; and 
alf the captains of the fleet ®. . 

In the glorious action near La Hague, on the 
39th, and four following days of May, Ruſſel ſtati- 
ened Sir Ralph Delaval in the rear of the fleet, in 
which ſituation he did great ſervice in diſperſing 
the French ſhips, although he was not concerned in 
the moſt active part of the engagement. On the 
Ath day he burnt Tourville's own ſhip, the Royal 
Sun of one hundred and four guns, together with 
the Conquerant of ninety, and the Admirable of 
eighty-four guns, and ſome frigates in Cherburg. 

is was a very bold and dangerous undertaking ; 
the admiral went himſelf with the boats belonging 
te his diviſion, to found the depth of water in the 
bay; and advanced within gun-ſhot of the French 
- hips, which . a briſk fire upon them. As 

the great ſhips 'drew too much water to be of any 
ſervice, the admiral hoiſted his flag on board the 
Sc. Albans, and having ordered the Ruby, and two 
fire-ſhips, to attend him, he ſtood in for the enemy; 
but finding that the fire-ſhips could not be brought 
in, without being more effectually covered, and being 
greatly annoyed by the French men of war, he re- 
rreated, and the next morning went in with all his 
rhird and fourth-rates and fire-ſhips, into four fa- 
thom and a half of water, which being fhoal for 
ſhips of that dravght, he ordered three of the fire- 
ſhips to be prepared, and fent them in to deſtroy 
the French ſhips, going himſelf, with the barges 
and tenders, to take the men up, if, by the enemy's 
ſhot they ſhould be deſtroyed in advancing. 

The French kept up a hot fire both from their ſhips 
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and forts... Two of the fire-ſhips took effect, and ſet 
fire to the enemy's ſhips ; the third took fire by a 
ſhot ſhe received juſt, before ſhe got within reach. 
Two of the French men of war, and all the frigates, 
weredeſtroyed by theſe means; the third being rua 
aſhore was fired upon by the St. Albans and Reſerve, 
until they ſilenced her fire; the admiral then went on 
board her, with his boats, armed ; 'where he found 
à number of men, and ſeveral; of them -wouaded, 
but no officers 5 having taken them all out, he ſat 
her on fire, and thereby completed the deſtruction 
of the whole. Lat 77 4 

When the violence of party procured -admiral 


Ruſſel to be laid. aſide, the command of the fleet, 


as has been obſerved in its place“, was put into 
commiſſion, and Henry Killegrew, Eſq; Sir Ralph 
Delaval, and Sir Cloudeſley Shovel, Knights, were 
appointed joint-admirals of the fleet, which was 
reckoned one of the greateſt the maritime powers 
ever put to ſea; but the ſervices which it performed 
were by no means adequate to the ſtrength em- 
ployed. Some have imputed the inactivity at ſea 
to the ſecret good-will which two gf the admirals, 
Killegrew and Delaval bore to the intereſt of the 
abdicated king; others ſay, that the fleet was nei- 
ther victualled nor manned, and that the inſtructions 
ſent to the admirals, at different times, were con- 
tradictory and impracticable; and when the misfor- 
tune which befel the Levant fleet of merchantmen 
led the houſe of commons to enquixe into the con- 


duct of the navy during the ſummer of 1693, 


though they voted. that there had been notorious _ 
and treacherous miſmanagernent, yet when the 
queſtion was. put for cenfuring»the admirals who 
commanded in chief, it met with a negative; and 


Vol. II. p. 45%» 
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biſhop Burnet ſays, the orders which were ſent from 
the cabinet council were ill given, and worſe exe- 
cuted. The reſult however was, that the admirals 
Killegrew and Delaval were laid aſide. 

From that time Sir Ralph Delaval lived privately 
as a country gentleman, upon his own eſtate, which 
was very conſiderable, and diſengaged ' himſelf en- 
tirely from public affairs. He died in the beginning 
of the month of January 170), and on the 23d of the 
ſame month was buried with great ſolemnity in 
Weſtminſter- Abbey. The violence of party. pre- 
judice being then abated, he went to the grave 
with the reputation of a great and gallant officer, 
and of a generous, hoſpitable man; which he might 
very juſtly deſerye, though he was ſo unfortunate as 
to paſs nine years of his life in an obſcure retite: 
ment, and that too in a ſeaſon when his ſervice might 
have been moſt uſeful to his country“. MIA 


„ Campbell's Lives of the Admirals, Vol; IV. p. 298. 
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Mzuo01Rs of Sir Clovbr $ LEV Snover, Kut. 
Rear-Admiral of England, &c. | 


ONE of the moſt incontrovertible advantages 
derived from a free conſtitution is, the opportu- 
nity it affords for talents and abilities of every kind, 
to expand and diſplay themſelves. No obſcurity 
of birth is a certain obſtacle to the advancement of 
a man, who inherits the rich gifts of nature; which 
are frequently beſtowed where fortune is leaſt libe- 
ral, The brave man, of whom we are now- to 
ſpeak, derived no luſtre from deſcent ; his parents 
lived in the county of Suffolk; what was the em- 
ployment of the father is not known, but it pro- 
bably was not more reſpectable than that to which 
the ſon was deſtined, which is ſaid to have been a 
ſnoe- maker. The name of Cloudeſley was Worm 
him in compliment to a wealthy relation of that 
name; but it does not appear that any benefits ac- 
crued from that quarter. It is not likely, that ond 


who became ſo eminent a ſeaman, ſhould ever be 


diſpoſed to ſtick to his laſt as a ſhoe-maker;  youn 
Cloudeſley therefore preſently left his miſler, an 

went to ſea with Sir Chriſtopher Mynns, whom he 
ſerved as cabin- boy. Whilſt he continued in this 
capacity, his natural difpoſition. for naut cal know- 
ledge diſcovefediaxfelf; for he made ſuch rapid ad- 
vances in th ſcience- of nàvigationꝭ that he ſon 
became an able ſcaman. Such prompt abilities 
were to him inſtead vf friends and recommendations; 
Sir John Narböreugh, whole tnepit had raiſed him 
to the higheſt hohoùrs of is Profeſſion, became the 


patron of this uncommon ybuth. When the laſt 


war with the repoblic of Hoftafid terminated, by 
the peace of 1674, king Charles determined to 
Vox. III. F f | chaſtiſc 
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chaſtiſe the Tripoline pyrates, who had taken ad- 
vantage of the condition of England during that 
war, and in violation of treaties, had plundered the 
Engliſh merchant-ſhips in the Mediterranean. Ac- 
cordingly, Sir John Narborough was fent with a 
fleet againſt theſe corſairs“. Mr. Shovel, who 
was now twenty-five years of age, was à lieutenant 
on board the admiral's ſhip. | the fleet arrived be- 
fore Tripoli in 1675, where their, viſit had been 
expected, and every precaution taken to render the 
place defenſible. .. The appearance of the enemy's 
ſtrength, joined to the nature of the admiral's in- 
ſtructions, which directed him to try negotiation 
rather than force, determined him to ſend a perſon 
in whom he could confide to the dey of Tripoli, 
with propoſals for an accommodation, in which no 
more was required than ſatisfaction for the loſſes 
which had been ſuſtained. by the Engliſh, and a ſe- 
curity that their ſhips ſhould be unmoleſted for the 
future. The admiral entruſted Mr. Shovel with 
this meſſage, who accordingly went on ſhore, and 
delivered it with great ſpirit. But the dey, deſpi- 
ſing his youth, treated him with much diſreſpe&, 
and ſent him back with an evaſive anſwer. Mr. 
Shovel, on his return to the admiral, acquainted 
him with ſome remarks he had made whilſt aſhore: 
Sir John ſent him back with another meſſage, and with 
proper directions for conducting his enquiries and ob- 
ſervations. The dey treated this ſecond meſſage with 
great contempt; but Mr. Shovel patiently bore his 
arrogance, and to accompliſh the object of his 
embaſſy found excuſes for ſtaying ſome time longer 
on ſnore. When he returned, he aſſured the admiral, 
that it was very practicable to burn the ſhips in the 
harbour, notwithſtanding their lines and forts; ac- 


1 | 1 See Vol. II. p 281. | 4 
cordingly, 
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cordingly, in the night of the 4th of March, lieute- 
nant Shovel, with all the boats in. the fleet filled 
with combuſtible matter, went boldly into the har- 
bour, and deſtroyed the enemy's ſhips, with a de- 

ee of ſucceſs ſcarce to be conceived ; of which 
Sir John Narborough gave ſo honourable an account 
in all his letters“, that the next year Mr. Shovel 
had the command of the Sapphire given him, a fifth- 
rate, from whence he was ſoon after removed into 
the James galley, a fourth-rate, in which he conti- 
nued to the death of king Charles II. | 

Shovel gained no advancement during the ſhort 
reign of king James the Second; he was not in 
favour with that prince. From the James galley he 
was removed to the Dover, a ſhip of the ſame rate; 
and when the prince of Orange ſailed from Helvo- 
etlluys, this ſhip was with Sir Roger Strickland 4. 
As captain Shovel's political principles were known 
not to accord with the favourite notions of king 
James, he became the more acceptable to his ſuc- 
ceſſor. The firſt action in which captain Shovel 
was concerned after the revolution, was in that off 
Bantry-bay, on the ſouth-weſt coaſt of Ireland, 
which was fought on the iſt day of May, 1689. 
He had been already promoted to the Edgar, a 
third- rate, and in her he gave ſignal marks of his 
courage and conduct on this occaſion. Soon after, 
when the king viſited Portſmouth, he conferred the 
honour of knighthood on captain Shovel. In the 
year 1691, king William appointed him rear-ad- 
miral of the blue; and to add to the honour which 


* Sir John Narborough's letter to Sir Paul Rycavt ; this hardy en- 
terprize was not only highly honourable to the reputation of the Engliſh: 
arms at ſea, but of infinite conſequence to our commerce; which re- 
mained,” from this time forward, ſaſe from the inſults of theſe Larba»' 
rous and thieviſh enemies, who were new convinced, that forts and lines 


were no ſecurities againſt the courage of Engliſh ſeamen. + Ses 


Vol. II. p. 382. 
Ff 2 he 
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he beſtowed, his majeſty, with his own hands, deli. 


yered him his commiſſion. 
Sir Cloudefley, Shovel was this year chiefly em- 
. in the Channel, and on the coaſt of Ireland. 

Ve have already related the aſſiſtance which he ren- 
dered general Kirk, whereby the caſtle of Duncan- 
non was reduced“. The next year the king ad. 
vanced him to the rank of rear-admiral of the red, 
and appointed him to command the ſquadron which 
was to convoy his majeſty to 50 205% This ſervice 
performed, Sir Cloudeſley Shovel joined: the grand 
fleet under admiral Ruſſel, and had a conſiderable 

are in the glory acquired by the grand victory at 
La Hogue T. Ap | | 
In the year 1693, Sir Cloudeſley Shovel was 
named one of the three admirals, to whom a com- 
miſſion, was given for the joint command of the 
Engliſh fleet. The forming this triumvirate ſhewed 
the king diſpofition to goyern without regarding 

I 


— 


* 


arty diſtin&ions ; for Killegrew and Deleyal were 
ot By Tories, and Shovel was a ſtaunch Whig. 
It does not appear, however, that any diſagreement 
among the commanders obſtructed the operations 
of the fleet: the reaſon of the inactiyity, in which 
fo great an armament lay during the whole ſummer, 
Has been ſpoken to in the life, of Sir Ralph Delaval; 
ſo that nothing need be ſajd thereupon here, The 
Dutch, however, upon this occaſion, played off 
their wit in a picture, where the taking of the 
Smyrna fleet was repreſented at a diftance, and Sir 
Cloudeſley Shpyel an board his own ; ſhip, with his 
Nands tibd bebt him, one end of the cord being 
held by each of his, colleagues ; to, info, that 


he would have prevented this misfertune, if the ad- 


mirals Killegrew and Deleyal had not hindered bim. 
7 * vol. L. p. 4rr; + Yak, 438. e 
But 
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But when the affair came to be enquired into in par- 
jament, Sir Cloudeſley Shovel, at the bar of the 
95 defended his colleagues, as well as himſelf, 
and gave ſo clear and plain an account of the mat- 
ter, that it ſatisfied every body who were diſppſed 
to be ſatisfied, by ſtrong and convincing teſtimony, 
of che integrity of the commanders; and if any 
treachery was practiſed in this buſineſs, as. was with 
too much reaſon ſuſpected, it muſt. have proceeded 
from ſome employed in the admiralty office, or in 
that of the ſecretary of ſtate. | 

| In this. itate of public affairs, when the loſſes 
ſuſtained by the commercial part of the nation cre - 
ated a number of active malecontents ; and when 
thoſe, whoſe eſſential intereſts, not being involved 
in the event, felt only for the national diſ- 
grace which was thereby incurred, and upon. that 
principle became clamorous, the character of Sir 
Cloudeſley Shovel remained quite unimpeached by 


either party. | | 

The next year ® he commanded as vice-admiral 
of the .red, under lord Berkley admiral of the 
blue, in the famous expedition to Camaret Bay, as 
has been related in our ſecond volume +, as well as 
the unſucceſsful attempt upon Dunkirk, which fol- 
lowed it, In this latter expedition Sir Cloudeſley, 
Shoyel commanded in chief, and though the deſign 
miſcarried, he was in no reſpect blamed, the impu- 
tation being thrown on M. Meeſters, the inventor 
of thoſe dreadful machines called infernals. In- 
deed, the admiral took care to demonſtrate. from 
his conduct, that there was no fault lay in him; for 
he went with a boat, within the enemy's, works, 
and ſo became an eye - witneſs of the impoſſibility of 


doing what, his orders directed; and, therefore, on 


2 — + Pageagh, | 
| | his 


230 NAVAL HISTORY [Book l. 


his coming home, he was perfectly well received, 
and continued to be employed, as a man who would 
command ſucceſs where it was poſſible, and omit 
nothing in his power where it was not ſo. He had 
his ſhare in the remaining part of the war; and 
aſter the peace of 'Ryſwick, was always conſulted 
by his majeſty, whenever maritime affairs were under 
conſideration. | | e 
"Before the death of king William, Shovel was 
advanced to be admiral of the white; but when 
the crown deyolved to queen Anne, he was too 
much a Whig to be well received at court; ſo that 
he remained unemployed until he was ſent to Vigo 
after Sir George Rooke had taken the place, to 
bring home the ſpoils of the Spaniſh and French 
fleets, in the latter vnd of the year 1702; which he 
fully performed, and with ſurprizing expedition. 
From henceforth he began to be employed in a 


* 


manner ſuitable to his rank, and the unfavourable 
„ 0 concerning him 3 wore away. 


n the year 1703 he commanded' the grand fleet in 


the Mediterranean, where, although his force was 


comparatively inconſiderable, and his ſtrength leſs 


than from the number of his ſhips might be expected, 
for they were weakly manned, and worfe victualled, 
— he performed eſſential ſervices, though not bril · 

iant exploirs, Biſhop Burnet ſays of this expedi- 


rion, that every thing was ſo ill contrived by the 


miniſtry at home, that it ſeemed as if nothing was 


intended to have been done by it. When Shovel 


ſaw his inſtructions, he repreſented to the miniſtry 


that it was in vain tò expect any thing from ſuch a 


plan of operatiohs; however, he was ordered to go, 


and he Gbeyed. 


The next year Sir George Rocke commanded in 


the Mediterranean, and Sir Cloudeſley Shovel was 
ſcat, with a powerful ' ſquadron, to reinforce 2 
{1 wit 
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with which he joined the grand fleet on the 16th day 
of June: how, inſtrumental he was in procuring the 
-lorious advantages which followed thereupon, we 
Fave elſewhere, related“. In the action off Malaga 
he commanded the van, and greatly diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf. by his forwardnels to engage the enemy; 
much miſchief he actually did , them, and much 
more he endeavoured to do, but could not; which 
he mentions in his letter to the admiralty, with a 
modeſty that does him great honour. The Whigs 
and Tories alike endeavoured to confer all the me- 
rit of this action, on that admiral which ſtood high 
in the favour of their party: with the one, Shovel 
had been the ſole means of diſcomfiting the French; 
with the other, Rooke had done every thing. But 
theſe popular prejudices do not ſeem to have had 
2ny influence on the conduct of the two commanders 
towards each other, ſo as to occaſion diſguſt and 
jealouſy. Rooke indeed, juſtly diſpleaſed at the 


ungenerous requital which his ſervices met with, 


threw up his employments; and Sir Cloudeſley 
Shovel, on his return, was preſented to the queen 
by prince George, as lord high-admiral of England, 
and was the next year employed as ee 2: in 
chief, in conjunction with the earl of Peterborough; 
the operations of which glorious. campaign have been 
already related (page 155 & ſeq. of this volume). 
Sir Cloudeſley Shovel had no concern in the arts 
made uſe of to leſſen the reputation of Sir George 
Rooke, in order to pave the way for laying him 

aſide; but after this was done, and it became ne- 
ceſſary to ſend both a fleet and army to Spain, no 
imputation could light on Sir Cloudeſley for accept-, 
ing the command jointly with the earl of Peter-, 


borough, 


Page 217 of this volume. 


N * m 
* 1.44 


— 0 
”” nl 
1 
„ 0 , 


A * 4 


242 NA VAL HISTORY {Book IV. 
In thie year 1705 Sir Cloudefley again commanded 
the fleet; but it ſailed very late, fo as not to reach 
the river of Liſbon till the month of November; 
and even hen it atrived there, the diſputes which 
arofe amongſt che lords of king Charles's council, 
and his generals, with the delays of the Portugueſe, 
who were far from being hearty in his cauſe, diſ- 
dppointed alf rhe great defighs of the maritime 
wers, and the effects that might have been rea- 
nably expected from the powerful teinforcement 
of troops which were embarked on board the grand 
fleet. In this uneaſy fitvation,” Sir Cloudeſley 
Shovel did aft that could be expected from a wil 
and vigilant conimiander; for he not only cloſely 
attended to the proper duties of. his on charge, but 
left no method untried to prevail upon the generals 
and favourites of King Charles, to come to ſuch an 
ement, as might ſecore the advantages already 
obtained, and effectually fix their maſter, who was 
then at Madrid, vpon the throne of Spain. Bur 
though the care and concern of the admiral had 
very little effect on this ſide; yet his repreſentations 
:n e met with greater regard. It ſeems, 
chat one of the young princes of the royal family, 
Who Was of a very wild temper, had committed 
ſome odd inſults on the ſeamen, as they came aſhore 
from the fleet and the forts, at the entrance of the 
river, and fired upon ſome of our men of war; 
upon which Sir Cloudefley made his repreſentations 
to the miniſtry, and having received a very diſſatis- 
factory anfwer; he immediately demanded a confe - 
_ Fence with a perſon of great diſtinction, Who was 
then at the head of their councils, and told him 
9 79 7 that the ſeamen, ſo long as he bore the Eng- 
iſh flag, ſhould maintain the ſtricteſt diſcipline 
while in the harbour of Portugal; and, therefore, 
he expected to receive thoſe marks of friend- 


ſhip and reſpet, which were due to ſo great 2 
| princels 
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rinceſs as the queen his ſovereign; or, in caſe of 
any. failure, he ſhould think himſelf obliged to 
do his ſeamen, and his country, right, and not 
ſuffer the Engliſh flag to be inſulted, while he 
had the honour to bear it. This Sir Cloudeſley 
expreſſed in ſuch a manner, and ſecqnded his words 
with ſo briſk a reſentment, when the firſt mentioned 
affront was next repeated, that the crown of Por- 
tugal thought fit to 1ſſue ſuch orders as he defired ; 
and things wore another face, in that part of the 
world ever afterwards, which was entirely owin 
to the courage and conduct of Sir Cloudeſley, wh 
knew very well how to diſtinguiſh between the 
complaiſance due to an al, and that complying 
forbearance which is unworthy of an Engliſh ad- 
miral, * 5 

The laſt year in which our admiral bore the com: 
mand, was not like that of his competitor for fame, 
Sir George Rooke, crowned with glorious ſucceſs, 
He had wintered at Liſbon with the fleet, and 
was preparing to ſuccour Alicant early in the 
ſpring, when he was ſtopped by orders from Eng- 
land. Afterwards the project was reſumed, and 
the Engliſh and Dutch fleets ſailed from Liſbon 
with the land-forces on board, on the 7th day of 
January, and arrived at Alicant on the 18th. The 
admiral quitted Alicant with his fleet, on the 17th 
day of February, and returned to Liſbon to repair 
the ſhips. He next proceeded on the important ex- 
pedition againſt Toulon, which, had it proved ſuc- 
celsful, would have given the maritime powers a 
perpetual aſcendency over France. On the roth 
day of May he again ſailed for Alicant, where havin 
Joined Sir George Byng, he preceeded for the coaſt 
of Italy, and in the latter end of the month of June 
came to an anchor between Nice and Antibes, 
where he waited the arrival of the duke of Savoy 
and prince Eugene. Here the admiral had the ho- 
Vor. III. G g nour 
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nour of entertaining thoſe two illuſtrious princes, 
together with moſt of the general officers, as well 
as the Engliſh and Dutch miniſters, on board his 
own ſhip, the Aſſociation; and though politeneſs 
was not his charactereſtic excellence, yet, on this 
occaſion, he diſplayed a magnificent ſpirit. The 
duke, when he came on board, found à guard of 
halberdiers, 1n new liveries, at the great cabin door, 
At the upper end of the table was ſet an armed 
chair, with a crimſon velvet canopy. The table 
conſiſted of ſixty covers, and every thing was ſo well 
managed, that his royal highneſs could not forbear 
faying to the admiral at dinner, If your excel: 
lency had paid mg a yiſit at Turin, 1 could ſcarce 
SS gp... OOTY 
The forcing, the French lines on the river Var, 
which was performed entirely by Engliſh ſeamen, 
has been already ſpoken of. It ought' to be ac. 
knowledged, that whatever, there was of zeal and 
ſpirit in the proſecution of the deſign upon Toulon, 
it was imparted by Sir Cloudeſley Shovel. He it 
was that propoſed forcing the paſſage of the Var; 
e prevailed on the prince of Savoy to proſecute 
his march immediately thereupon ; and as ſoon as 
the reſolution was taken, the admiral ſailed, with 
his fleet, for the iſles of Hyeres, leaving ten or 
twelve frigates to interrupt the enemy's correſpon- 
dence with Italy. On the 16th day of Auguſt, the 
fleet began to cannonade the town, and throw 
bombs in the night, which was continued until the 
ſiege was raiſed. Theſe obliged the French to fink 
their capital ſhips, and thereby greatly to weaken 
their marine. As the duke of Savoy never would 
have attempted this enterprize without the help of 
the fleet, ſo he did nothing when before the town, 
but by the aid of the fleet, from whence he received 
all his military ſtores, The ſafety of his retreat 
12 4 hep. We ah 
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was likewiſe owing to the fleet, which returned to 
the Var. There ſome new diſputes, happened, in 
which Sir Cloudeſley had little or no concern. Her 
Britannic majeſty's miniſter laboured to perſuade 


. FGeNof1 take' upon him the command of 


the troops in Spain, in_which the duke of Savoy 
likewiſe concurred and Sir Cloudeſley offered to 
tranſport his royal, highneſs, with a body of troops 
under his command, tg Spain; but this propoſition 
being rejected, our,admiral bore away for the Straits, 
and ſoon, after reſolyed to return home, which was 
the aff 29 of Big le en n 

How. that fatal accident aroſe which deptiyed 


Pp 


hard to determine. Shameful negligence it 5 e 


in-law, Sir John Narborovgh, and James his bro- 
ther; Mr. Trelawney, eldeſt ſon to the biſhop of 
Wincheſter, and ſeveral young gentlemen of qua- 
lity. Sir Cloudeſley's body was thrown aſhore the 
next day on the iſland of Scilly, where ſome fiſher- 
men took him up, and having taken a, valuable eme- 
tald ring from his finger, ſtripped and buried him. 
This ring brought the ſecret tranſaction to light; 


for being ſhewn about with great eagerheſs, a ſea- 
officer, who happened to be on the iſland, knew it, 


and declared the ring to have been Sir Cloudeſley 
Shovel's; he therefore compelled the men who 


were in poſſeſſion of it, to diſcover where they had 


diſpoſed of the body. He thereupon took it u 

and carried it on bbard his own ſhip; the Arundel, 
which brought it to Portſmouth ; from thence it 
was cohveyed by land to London, and buried from 
his houſe in Soho-ſquare, in Weſtminſter-Abbey, 


wich great funeral ſolemnity; where a monument 


Sg 2 of 
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of white marble was afterwards erected, by the 
queen's direction, to his memory. The inſcription 
on which is as follows:: CY IN ir. 

« Sir Cloudeſley Shovel, Knt. rear-admiral of 
Great-Britain; admiral, and commander in chief 
of the fleet; the juſt rewards of his lohg and faith- 
ful ſervices : he was deſervedly beloved of his coun- 
try, and eſteemed, though dreaded; by the enemy; 
who had often experienced his conduct and courage. 
Being ſhipwrecked on the rocks of Scilly, in his 
voyage from Toulon, the 22d of October, 1707, 
at night, in the fifty-ſeventh year of his age. 

* His fate was lamented by all, but eſpecially 
the ſeafaring part of the nation, to whom he was a 
worthy example. His body was flung on the ſhore, 
and buried with others in the ſands ; but being ſoon 
after taken up, was Bs under this monument; 
which his royal miſtreſs has cauſed to be erected, to 
commemorate his ſteady loyalty and extraordinary 
F N | 
As we profeſs to give prints of the moſt remark- 

able monuments that have been erected to naval 
heroes, had the architect executed as happily, as her 
majeſty expreſſed her e nobly, this monument 
would certainly have had a place in our collection; 
but to ſay the truth, it is a heavy, awkward ſtruc- 
tute, and is ſpoken of by Mr. Addiſon, in the 
twenty-ſixth number of the Spectator, in the follow- 
ing manner: © Sir Cloudeſley Shovel's monument 
has very often given me great offence; inſtead of 
the brave 1. Engliſh admiral, which was the 
"diſtinguiſhing character of that plain gallant man, 
'he is repreſented on his tomb by the figure of a beau, 
"dreſſed in a long periwig, and repoſing himſelf upon 
velvet cuſhions under a canopy of ſtate. Ihe in- 

' "ſcription is anſwerable to the monument; for in- 
ſtead of celebrating the many remarkable _ 
*2 TW j 
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he had performed in the ſervice of his country; i 
acquaints/vs only with the manner of his death, in 
which it was impoſſible for him to reap any honour. 
The Dutch, whom we are apt to deſpiſe for want 
of genius, ſhew an infinitely greater taſte of anti- 
quity and politeneſs in their buildings and works of 
this nature, than what we meet with in thoſe of our 
own country. The monuments of their admirals, 
which have been erected at the public expence, re- 
preſent them like themſelves; and are adorned with 
roſtral crowns and naval ornaments, with beautiful 
feſtoons of ſea-weed, ſhells and coral.” How much 
the taſte of later times has improved 1n England, in 
this particular, may be determined, by examining 
thole monumental engravings which we have given 
in this work. | 
Sir Cloudeſley Shovel, at the time of his death, 
was rear-admiral of England, admiral of the white, 
and commander in chief of her majeſty's fleet; one 
of the council to prince George of Denmark, as 
lord high admiral of England, an elder brother of the 
Trinity-houſe, and one of the governors of Green- 
wich hoſpital; in all which ſtations, he diſcharged 
his truſt with the greateſt honour and integrity ; 
and as, in his public character, he was an accom- 
pliſhed ſea officer, one who had always the glory of 
his queen, and the good of his country at heart; fo 
in all circumſtances of private life, as an huſband, 
parent, maſter of a family, he conducted himſelf 
with ſuch prudence, wiſdom, and tenderneſs, that 
few men lived more beloved, or died-more lament- 
ed. Her majeſty expreſſed a very particular con- 
cern for his loſs, and was pleaſed to tell Sir John 
Leake, when ſhe made him rear-admiral of Eng- 
land, that ſhe knew no man ſo fit to repair the loſs 
of the ableſt ſeamen in her ſervice. | 
Our admiral married the widow of his friend and 
patron Sir John Narborough, by whom he left two 
daughters 
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daughters coheireſſes; the eldeſt of hom married 
lord Romney, and had iſſue by him, Robert, the 
lord Romney, a noblemaa eminently diſ- 
tinguiſhed for his depth of learning, elegant taſte, 
and ſound judgment; alſo two: daughters, Eliza- 
beth; and Harriot, the eldeſt of which married in 
1741, Sir James Bouyerie, Bart. aſterwards viſcount 
Folkeſtone. Lady Romney becoming a, widow in 
1724; was married in 1732, to John, lord Carmi- 


chael; afterwards third earl of Hyndford, and dicd 
nir eme {ow ine zad¹]¹ | 

Collins Peerage,, Vol, MI. p. 22 
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The Naval Hiſtory of Get atT-BrrTain, from the 
Union of ExGLAanD with ScoTLAND, 70 the Death 
of Queen ANNE. moths | 


Supplies voted by Parliament for the Year 1708— 
Situation of the Eaſt-India Company and of the 
Bonk of England An Invaſion threatened from 
France—Embarraſſed State of the Bank of England 
Ee Pretender ſails from Dunkirk, but returns — 
Parliamentary Enquiries into the CondufF of Sir 

| © George 
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George Byng French fleet of Victuallers talen 
gardinia and Minorca reduced I be Pope compelled 
to acknowledge Charles III. o be King of Spain— 
Alarm given to the Coaſt. of France Campaign of 

1708 Death of Prince George of Denmark 
Galleons in the Welt- Indies deftroyed by Commodore 
Wager New Parliament Adareſs to the Queen 
diſregarded— Bill for the general Naturalixatian of 
Foreign Proteſtant. Capital of tbe Bant of Eng- 
land doubled—Propeſals for Peace made by France 
and rejected by the Allie. Engagement between Lord 
Durſley and a French Squadron— Memorable Siege 
of Alicant—Yarious Operations at Sea—Campaign 
of o- Events in the Weſt-Indies—Commotions 
raiſed by Sacheverel—Congreſs at Gertruydenburg 
French Ships captured—Sardinia relieved by Sir 

John Norris —Attempt to ſuccour the Cevennois 
Succeſs of the Duke de Vendome - Change of Mi- 
niſtry Company of Mine- Adventurers Sea: ports 
fortified—Riſe of the Town of Liverpool Dat 
of the Emperor Joſeph—Unſucceſsful Attempt of the 
French upon Montſerrat—Port Royal, or Anna- 
polis taten. Unſucceſaful Enterprize againſt Canada 

page to the South-Sea by the Duke and Du- 
cheſs Privatezrs—Prior's Embaſſy to France— Con- 
greſs of Utrecht—Preliminaries for a Peace rejected 
by the Houſe of Lords—Diſgrace of Marlborough 
—Twelve new Peers created Mr. Robert Wal- 
pole expelled the Houſe of Commons —Cenſure paſſed 
ou the Barrier Treaty—Diſpoſition of Queen Anne 

towards the Pretender — Appointment of the Duke of | 
Ormond—Dunkirk delivered up to the Engliſh— 1 
Operations at Sea Conduct of Sir Hovenden Wal- | 
ker in the Weſt-Indies—Peace of Utrecht—Peace 
between the Emperor and the French King—Defigns 

Jo alter the Succeſſion in Favour of the Pretender 
Death of the Princeſs Sophia, and of Queen —_ 
arts * 9 
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—=Statgof the National Debt at the Queen's Deceaje 

— Riſe of tbe South-Sea :Company+— Afſiento, Con- 

tra. Revenue of the Cuſtoms in England—Export 

of Wodllen Manufactures made by the Kaſt-India 

Campa Regulations made in the Poſt-Office, with 

the Revenue ariſing from thence, and its progreſſive 

' Increaſe ſince the firſt Eftabliſhment—Balance of Eng. 

Jand's. Foreign Trade Price of the Public Stock; — 

| Rate of Intereſt reduced—Reward for diſcovering 

the Longitude—Riſe of the Oſtend Company—Loui- 

frana granted by ibe French King—St. Peterſburg 
founded by the Czar Peter. 


A FTER both houſes of parliament had ad- 
juſted many important matters reſpecting the 
government of the united kingdoms, they pro- 
ceeded to take into conſideration the future conduct 
of the war. The lords came to a reſolution, that 
no peace could be ſafe. and honowable for her ma- 
zeſty and her allies, if Spain and the Spaniſh Welt- 
- Indies were ſuffered to continue in the power of the 
houſe of Bourbon. They preſented an addreſs, in 
which they deſired ſhe would preſs the emperor to 
tend powerful ſuccours into Spain, under the com- 
mand of prince Eugene, with all poſſible expedi- 
tion, to make good his contract with the duke of 
Savoy, and ſtrengthen the army on the Rhine, whych 
was now happily put under the conduct of that wiſe 
and valiant prince the elector of Hanover. The 
commons concurred in this addreſs; in conſequence 
of which the queen deſired the emperor to beſtow 
the command in Spain upon prince Eugene. The 
court of Vienna, however, did not comply with 
this requeſt, but ſent thither count. Staremberg, 
who, ot all the German generals, was next to the 
Prince in military reputation. The commons now 
proceeded to conſider of ways and means, and 
. . eſtabliſhed 


3 
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eſtabliſhed funds for raiſing the ſupplies, which 
amounted this year to the enormous ſum of near fix 
millions “. 2 ? 19 T7 3 

Harley, though he had quitted his employment, 
yet retained his place in the queen's favour ; the pe- 
tulance of the ducheſs of Marlborough, who for- 
merly held an entire aſcendency over the will of 
her royal miſtreſs, had loſt her that pre-eminence 
which ſhe had. abuſed. The queen, all at once, 
beſtowed her favours and her confidence on a Mrs. 
Maſham, who had been introduced by Mr. Harley, 
and who was devoted to his intereſt. By the intrigues 
of this ſtateſwoman, the credit of Marlborough, and 
his. adherents, was ſecretly undermined, although 
the duke, and his ſon-in-law the lord-treaſurer Go- 


mediately diveſted of their employments. 

Before the parliament broke up tliey paſſed an 
act, by whieh a farther term of fourteen years and 
a half was granted to the Eaſt-India Company, in 
conſequence of its advancing one million two hun- 
dred thouſand pounds for the public ſervice, which 
ſum was advanced without any additional intereſt ; 
and the capital of the company, which before was 
limited to two millions, was now extended to three 
millions two hundred thouſand pounds, the intereſt 
payable on which was ſettled at five per cent. and 
in order for a ſpeedy and complete union between 
the old and new companies, in purſuance of the 
agreement entered into in the year 1702, the final 
determination of all matters of difference between 
them, and the completing - of their union, was 
referred to the earl of Godolphin, lord-treaſurer : 
the whole to be completed, and the old com- 
pany's charter to be furrendered, by Michael- 


5,9336571. 178. 4d. npwards of 2, 300, o00l. of which was appro» 
priated to the ſervice * the navy. OR, | IE 
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mas 1708 ; after which the united company's ſtyle 
and title to be, as it ſtill is, The United Company 
of Merchaats of England trading to the Eaſt-Indies, 
Much clamour was raiſed againſt this renewal of 
the excluſive privileges of trading to India, as had 
always happened upon, a renewal. The legiſlature 
was called upon either to, lay that trade entirely 
open, or to admit the ports of Briſtol, Liverpool, 
and Hull, to a participation. It was contended to 
be vnjuſt for London to engrofs the whole of ſo vaſt 
a commerce, while the Dutch Eaſt- India Company 
included ſix of their towns in that commerce. In 
reply to which it was urged, that as the ſtock was 
transferrable, any perſon in the three kingdoms was 
at liberty to become a purchaſer. 

An att of parliament was alſo paſſed, for ſecuring 
the credit of the Bank of England, by which i 
was enacted, that during the continuance of the 
governor and company of the Bank of England, it 

all not be lawful for any body-politic, erected or 
to be erected, other than the Bank of England, or 
for any perſons whatſoever united, or to be united 
in covenants, or partnerſhips, exceeding the number 
of ſix perſons in England, yy Bank of Scotland 
had been legally eſtabliſhed in 1695) to borroy, 
owe, or take up any ſums of money on their bills 
or notes, > raps on demand, or in leſs time than 
ſix months from the borrowing thereof. This re- 
ſtriction was principally meant to affect the Mine- 
3 Company, who had eſtabliſhed 3 

ank. 

© Meanwhile great diſcontents aroſe on the ſcore of 
the union. France, who had not interpoſed the ſe- 
cret agency of bribes, to prevent a meaſure fraught 
with miſchief to the ſchemes of that kingdom, pro- 
bably hoped to ſee it overthrown by the antipathy 


which the body of the Scottiſh nation n 
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for ſuch an incorporating compact. The court of 
France made uſe of theſe commotions to introduce = 
the excluded family into Scotland. The appellation 
which the French — to this reputed ſon of king 
James, was, the Chevalier de St. George, whilſt 
queen Anne, ſoon after, diſtinguiſhed him by the 
name of the Pretender. A ſquadron of ſmall men 
of war, conſiſting of five ſhips equipped for action, 
and two fitted for tranſports, was prepared at. Dun- 
kirk, while eleven or twelve battalions were ordered 
to aſſemble there from the garriſons of Calais, St. 
Omers, Bergues, Aire, and Liſle“ . The count 
de Forbin commanded the fleet, and the marquis 
de Gace the troops intended for this expedition, 
The preparations were carried on with expedition 
and ſecrecy, and when they firſt became publicly 
known, it was uncertain where the ſtorm was to 
fall. Men could ſcarce believe that an invaſion of 
Great - Britain was ſeriouſly meant by the enemy, 
without a fleet of capital ſhips, and therefore the 
States of the United Provinces began to be ex- 
tremely apprehenſive of a deſcent on the coaſt of 
Zeeland. | * 15 

The views of France, in forwarding this deſign, 
were to create a diverſion, and, if poſſible, to raiſe 
a rebellion in Scotland, and thereby retard the more 
diſtant operations of the war. The firſt intelligence 
that was obtained of the real deſtination of the 
force aſſembled at Dunkirk, was by general 
"= Cadogan, who reſided at the Hague in quality of | 
ambaſſador from the court of Great-Britain : the pre- 


» of tended prince of Wales arriving ſoon after at Dun- 
 ſe- kirk, confirmed the information. The queen, by 
ge Mr. Secretary Boyle, who had ſucceeded Harley, 
pro. acquainted the houſe of commons with this event, 
— # Hooke's Negotiations, 

o H h 2 on 
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on the 4th day of March. Both houſes of parlia. 
went hereupon preſented very loyal addreffes to the 
throne, and the habeas-corpus act was ſuſpended. 
A general alarm ſpread Sy the nation, and 


public credit felt a dreadful ſhock. A great demand 
upon the Bank of England enſued, the credit of 
which being cloſely connected with that of the Ex- 
chequer, the lord-treaſurer Godolphin allowed fix 
pa cent. inſtead of three per cent. on the ſealed 
ills of the Bank. He alſo fupplied the company 
with large ſums of money out of his private fortune, 
which example was followed by the dukes of Marl. 
borough, Newcaſtle, and Somerſet, and many other 
opulent noblemen, By ſuch powerful ſupport, and 
by the directors making a call of twenty per cent. on 
their capital, the Bank was enabled to weather the 
Korm, and maintain its credit inviolate. The pre- 
parations of the miniſtry kept pace with the zeal of 
parliament. Sir George Byng and lord Dufley, with 
a fleet of twenty-three Britiſh, and three Dutch 
men of war, together with a /fire-ſhip, had failed 
from Deal to Dunkirk, on the 27th day of Febru- 
ary, 1707-8, whilſt a ſufficient convoy was retained 
for the Liſbon fleet. Ten battalions of Engliſh 
troops were ordered from Flanders; the forces in 
England were every where in motion ; and the regi- 
ments ſtationed in the ſouth of Ireland were march- 
ed towards the north, for the convenience of a ſhort 

, 27755: 
Ihe Engliſh fleet anchored before Gravelines, 
but being driven from their ſtation by a ſtorm, For. 
bin found means to flip out of ' Dunkirk, and 
ſtretched away for the Frith of Edinburgh, Sir 
George Byng purſuing him with all his force. On 
the 12th the French made the coaſt of Scotland, 
but either through the ignorance of their pilots, or 
che deſign of count Forbin, who is ſaid to have had 
. 82 | politive 
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ſitive orders neither to land the troops, nor to 
hazard the loſs of the ſquadron “, they found them- 
ſelves to the north of their deſtination. The Sa- 
liſbury, an Engliſh prize, then in their ſervice; with 
ſeveral perſons of great quality on board, was 
taken , the reſt having ſuffered much hardſhip at ſea, 
and loſt many of their men by ſickneſs, ſlunk, ſhip 
by ſhjp, into Dunkirk. The Chevalier de St. George 
is faid to have entreated the French admiral, when 
they came within ſight of the Scottiſh coaſt,” to put 
him on ſhore, being reſolved, he ſaid, to remain in 


Scotland, ſhould no one follow him but his own 


domeſtics. - Forbin having long argued in vain on 
the impropriety of that ſtep,” poſitively refuſed, at 
laſt, ro comply with his requeſt ; the French knew 
better than to ſuffer ſo uſeful an inſtrument to the 
carrying on of their deſigns, to be loſt through his 
own precipitancy. | 7 
Sir George Byng brought his fleet to the Downs, 
and repaired himſelf from thence to London, where 
a general diſſatisfaction was expreſſed, becauſe'he 
had not made prize of the whole French fleet, 
which were ſuppoſed to have been in his power. 
Theſe clamours occaſioned an enquiry to be ſet on 
foot in the houſe of commons, and ah addreſs was 
preferred to the queen, praying, that an account 
might be laid before them of the number of ſhips 
that went on the expedition with Sir George Byng, 
and when the ſame were cleaned ; which being com- 
plied with, it was reſolved, that the thanks of the. 
houſe ſhould be given to the prince as high-admiral, 
* „ ' 
„ 
board her; for beſides lord Gi iffin, lord Clermont, Charles Middleton, 
and Francis Wauchope, Eſquires, who had all followed the fortune of 
ing James; there were likewiſe ſeveral land and lea-cflice:s, in the 
rench ſervice, ' of very great diſtinction, five companies of the regiment 


of Bearn, and all the ſhips company conſiſting of three hundred men, 
| M. d Andrexel' Leiter to the Freach = 
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for his great care in ſo expeditiouſly ſetting forth 
fo great a number of ſhips, whereby the fleet under 


Sir George Byng was enabled, fo happily, to pre- 


vent the intended invaſion, Thus the conduct of 
the-admiral, in the expedition, was entirely paſſed 
over. On the 13th day of April the parliament was 
prorogued, and two days after diſſolved by pro- 
cla mati. 1 n 
About this time the lord high-admiral inade the 
following promotion of flag officers; Sir John 


Leake was declared. admiral of the white, and ad- 


miral and commander in chief of her majeſty's fleet; 
Sir George Byng, admiral of the blue; Sir John 
Jennings, vice-admiral- of the red; Sir John Nor- 
is, vice - admiral of the white; the lord Durlley, 
vice · admiral of the blue; Sir Edward Whitaker, 
rear- admiral of the red; and John Baker, Eſq; 
rear-admiral of the white. Some alterations were 
likewiſe made in his royal higneſs's council. 

The naval ſtrength of the maritime powers way 
as uſual, intended to be exerted on the eaſtern coaſts 
of Spain. Sir John Leake, who commanded the 
grand fleet, was early at ſea, and in his paſſage to 
Liſbon effectually protected all the outward- bound 
merchantmen that ſailed from the Channel. He 
arrived in the Tagus on the 27th day of March, 
where he found the ſquadron which commodore 
Hickes had brought from Tuſcany, on the death of 
_ admiral Dilkes. At a council of war, it was re- 
folved, that the fleet and tranſports ſhoyld proceed 
to Vado, in the gulph of Genoa. Three men of 
war were ordered to cruiſe off the Azores, to pro- 
tect the Brazil fleet, on its return to Portugal. 
Other men of war were appointed to cruiſe in the 
Strait's mouth, to guard the Engliſh and Dutch 
trade; the number of which ſhips was augmented, 


upon advice being received from colonel Elliot, 
| governor 
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governor of Gibraltar, that ſome French ſhips of 
war had been ſeen in thoſe parts. The tranſport 
ſhips having received on board fifreen hundred 
horſe, the fleet ſailed-on the 28th day of April. 
On the 11th day of May, being about twelve 
leagues from Alicant, ſeveral veſſels appeared in 
ſight of the fleet: the next day a French frigate, 
of twenty-four guns, was taken, by which the ad- 
miral learnt, that the ſhips in fight were three French 
men of war, one of forty-four, one of forty, and 
another of thirty-two guns, together with nineteen 
ſettees* and tartans , laden with wheat, barley, 
and oil, for the uſe of the army under the duke of 
Orleans, and bound for Peniſcola, between the 
mouth of the Ebro and the city of Valencia. The 
Britiſh frigates immediately bore down on the 
French men of war, which abandoning their con- 
voy, ſought their ſafety by flight; and night com- 
ing on, they found means to elude their purſuers. 
The diviſion of the fleet, under the command of Sir 
John Norris, being neareft in ſhore, their long-boats 
were manned, and their ſmall ſhips ſent out to at- 
rack the barks, as they were plying along the coaſt; 


whereby the greater part was taken. By the inter- 
cepting this ſupply, the army in Valencia, which 


fought for Philip, was much diſtreſſed; and that of 
Charles, now pent up in the confines of Barcelona, 
greatly aſſiſted. PR 
Sir John. Leake arrived with his fleet at Bar- 
celona on the 15th day of May, and continuing 
there only a few days, proceeded to Vado, to 


A ſettee is a ſhip of two maſts, equipped with nannten Lyle com- 
monly called lateen . Theſe dr eg peculiar to the Mediterra- 
nean ſea, and are generally navigated by Italians, Greeks, or Maher 
metans,-Falconer's Marine Diationary. x | 

+ A tartan is a ſmall coaſting veſſel, navigated in the Mediterranean 
ſea, and having enly one maſt andi a bowiprit, the ö — b ſail, which 


is extremely large, being extended by a lateen yard,— 
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take on board the princeſs Wolfenbuttle, whom 
Charles the Third had eſpouſed. Hie waited on 
the queen of Spain at Milan, and was received 
with every mark of reſpect. Her. majeſty em- 
barked at Genoa on the ad day of fuly, on board 
the fleet which conveyed her to Barcelona. The 
admiral then ſat about executing. the important ob- 
jects of the war, the firſt of which was the reduc- 
tion of Sardinia, He appeared before Cagliari, 
the capital of the iſland, on the 1ſt day of Auguſt. 
The marquis of Jamaica, who commanded there 
for king Philip, being ſummoned to ſurrender, de- 
clared his reſolution of holding out to the laſt ex- 
tremity. The ſhips thereupon began to bombard 
the place that night, and the next morning eighteen 
hundred ſoldiers, under the command of major- 
general Wills, were landed, in order to ſtorm it; 
but the governor, dreading the conſequences of 
theſe vigorous advances, capitulated. 1 he whole 
iſland immediately ſubmitted without drawing a 
ſword, for as ſoon. as the Engliſh fleet had come in 
ſight, the monks, gained by the cardinal Gri- 
mani, ran in bodies through the ſtreets, holding 
crucifixes in their hands, and declaring to the people 
who flocked round them, that God had made ule 
of heretics to give them a better maſter. The re- 
duction of this iſland was of equal importance to 
the common cauſe, and. to the private intereſt of 
Charles; to the firſt it rendered the navigation of 
the Mediterranean ſecure, and it ſupplied the latter 
with corn and other proviſions. 

No ſooner had Sir John Leake eſtabliſhed the new 
viceroy which he carried over, in the peaceable 
poſſeſſion of the iſland, than he failed to Minorca, 
and appeared before port Mahon on the 2gth day 
of Auguſt. Here he was to be joined by lieute- 
nant-general Stanhope, with a body of troops from 

| Majorca, 
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Majorca, which ſoon after arrived. The landing 
being effected, the greateſt part of the fleet pro- 
ceeded to England, leaving, with general Stanhope, 
all their marines above the middle compliment; 
The ſquadron deſtined to remain in the Mediterra- 
nran, was put under the command of Sir Edward 
Whitaker, and continued at Port Mahon to co-ope- 
rate with the army. Two thouſand fix hundred men 
were employed in the ſiege; the batteries were 
opened on the 28th day of October, and two days 

ter it ſurrendered. About fifty men were killed 
or wounded: in the ſiege; among the former was 
captain Stanhope, of the Milford, brother to the 
general, a young gentleman of eminent bravery. 
This iſland was in itſelf leſs eonſiderable than Sar- 
dinia, but more valuable to the Britiſn nation, on 
account of the excellent harbour of Port Mahon. 
Sir John Leake arrived with the fleet at St. Helen's, 
on the 19th day of October. een 

In conſequence of the remonſtrances from king 
Charles, Sir Edward Whitaker, who was then at 
Leghorn, ſent the Defiance and the York; with the 
Terrible bomb- veſſel; to aſſiſt the viceroy of Na- 
ples in the reduction of ſome places on the coaſt of 
Tuſcany; but the attempt miſcarried through the 
dilatorineſs of the Germans in providing the neceſ- 
ſery ſupplies. Theſe ſhips, however, overawed the 
[talian States, and particularly the pope, who had! 
firmly adhered to the intereſts of Philip the Fifth, 
but was now forced to acknowledge Charles III. as 
lawful king of Spain. 

Having now gone over the occurrences in the 
Mediterranean, during the year 1708, let us take 2 
view of affairs nearer home: 

In order to diſtract France, by dividing her atteni - 

tion, and ſpreading a general alarm, preparations 
vere made to anney the coaſt by a deſcent. Sir 
George Byng commanded the fleet appointed for this 

Yor, III. I 1 ſervice, 
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ſervice, and lord Durſley was vice-admiral ; the 
land- forces were commanded by lieutenant- general 
Erle. On the 27th of July, the fleet, with the tranſ. 
ports, having the troops on board, which were in- 


tended for the deſcent, ſailed from Spithead, and 


came the next day to an anchor off Deal. The 
29th they ſtood over to the. coaſt of Picardy, as 
well to alarm as to miſlead the enemy, and to 
be ready for. farther orders. The 1 of Auguſt 
the fleet ſailed again, and anchored the next 
day in the bay. of Boulogne, where they made a 
feint of landing their troops; the third they ſtood 
in for the ſhore, to obſerve the condition of the 
enemy; the fourth they weighed, but anchored 
again about noon in the bay of Eſtaples. Here a 
detachment of troops were landed; but the project 
on ſhore, which this deſcent was to have counte- 
nanced, denn laid aſide, an expreſs. brought new 
orders from England, upon which the troops were 
reembarked. "Lhe 7th they ſtood over again to the 
coaſt of England, and being joined by more tranſ- 
ports in Dover- Road, arrived the 11th. in the bay 
of La Hogue; the 12th they deſigned to have 
landed, but, upon viewing the coaſt, they found fo 
many troops brought together; to oppoſe a deſcent, 
and ſo many forts. and batteries on - ſhore, that it 
was deemed impracticable. The 14th the fleet ſet 
ſail again for the weſtward, but the wind coming 
about the next day, they altered their courſe, and 
lay before Cherbourg, but found no proſpect of do- 
ing any thing there. The ſame day the lord Dur- 
ſley, in the Oxford, with ſix other men of war, and 
marines, ſailed to the weſtward, to cruize in the 
Soundings. The 17th the reſt of the fleet returned 
to the bay of La Hogue; but the men growing 
ſickly, and proviſions falling ſhort, Sir George Byng 
returned to Spithead on the 28th. After thus 

| 2 . alarming 
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alarming the French coaſt, the duke of Marlbo- 
rough ſolicited, that the land- forces might be landed 
at Oſtend, which was accordingly performed on the 
23d day of September, and at fo critical a juncture, 
that their arrival decided the fortune of the con- 
tending powers, with reſpe& to the object before 
them, by effecting the ſurrender of Liſle to the con- 
federates. | 
Meanwhile the vigilance of lord Durſley, in ſcour- 
ing the Channel, entirely drove away the French 
privateers and cruiſers, which before had inſolently 


braved us in our very ports, and done eſſential in- 


jury to our trade. 

On the continent, the duke of Marlborough hav- 
ing placed himſelf at the head of the confederates, 
in the neighbourhood of Ghent, in the end of May, 
the French took the field on that fide, with an army 
that outnumbered the allies. The duke of Bur- 
gundy commanded, but the duke de Vendome was 
the effective general. Though their ſtrength ren- 
dered them a match for the confederates 'in the 
field, yet -their frequent experience of the inferi- 
ority on the ſide of France in military proweſs, led 
them to act by ſtratagem and ſurpriſe rather than by 
open force. The elector of Bavaria prevailed on 
the magiſtrates of Ghent and Bruges to ſurrender 
their reſpective towns to the French troops, which 
they took poſſeſſion of in the month of July, vhilſt 
Marlborough being now joined by Eugene, forced 
the French to retreat at Oudenard, although they 
were not beaten *. Inſtead of retrieving the honour 
which they had loſt, they plunged themſelves deeper 
in diſgrace and misfortune. They retired from 
Ghent, which they had juſt become maſters of, and 


aw, without attempting to prevent it, prince 


® July 21, 1708, 
11 2 Eugene 
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Eugene form the ſiege of Liſle, That city, on the 
fortifications of which Vauban had exerted all his 
extraordinary talents, was conſidered as the key to 
France, from the ſide of Flanders. The marſhal 
de Boufflers defended it in perſon, at the head of a 
numerous garriſon. Vendome attempted in vain to 
relieve the place, by endeavouring to cut off the 
conyoys with ſupplies, which the confederates te- 
ceived by the Scheld and from Oftend. In attacking 
a party of Engliſh at Winnendal, a French detach- 
ment was defeated with the loſs of all their cannon 
and implements of war, Vendome twice attempted 
to force the lines of the beſiegers, after the duke of 
Berwick had arrived with a large reinforcement. 
Whilſt nothing could interrupt the progreſs of the 
ſiege from without, the garriſon within the walls 
made a gallant defence, but after having for ttree 
months withſtood all aſſaults, Boufflers abandoned 
the town, and withdrew his garriſon into the citadel, 
which he defended till the 8th day of December, 
when he was obliged to ſurrender. 

All Europe were aſtoniſhed at the reduction of 
Liſle in the fight of a ſuperior army, which was 
conſidered as better able. ro befiege Eugene and 
Marlborough, than theſe generals were to inveſt 
Liſle. The diviſions which prevailed in the French 
army enervated its ſtrength. The officers in the 
duke of Vendome's party, imputed their mil- 
ſortunes to the duke of Burgundy's counſels, who, 
on their ſide, charged all on the duke de Vendome. 
One of the duke of Burgundy's courtiers, faid 10 
Vendome : © See the conſequence of your never 
going to maſs; to this we muſt aſcribe all our miſ- 
fortunes.” Do you imagine, anſwered Vendome, 
that Marlborough goes thither oftner than 1*?” . 


Voltaire. 
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Notwithſtanding, the difficulties of the allies were 
not ended by the conqueſt of Liſle. They had loſt 
between eighteen and twenty thouſand men before 
the place, and they were compelled either to repaſs 
the Scheld, or to diſtribute the os in the ſmall 
ſpace of country comprehended between Liſle, 
Menin and Courtray. To pals a river, whoſe banks 
were occupied by an enemy ſuperior in number, 
was a dangerous undertaking ; and by not doing it, 
Flanders, Brabant, Guelderland, even ſome of the 
United Provinces would have been expoſed to the 
ravages of the French. The duke of Marlborough, 
who ever treated fortune as if ſhe had ſtipulated to 
favour his deſigns, attempted, without heſitation, to 
paſs the Scheld, and he did 1t without drawing a 
{word “. | 

The railing the ſiege of Bruſſels, which the elector 
of Bayaria had inveſted, was the firſt conſequence 
of this exploit, On the approach of the allies he 
precipitately decamped, leaving all his cannon, 
ammunition, and wounded. At the cloſe of the 
campaign the duke of Vendome went to Paris. He 


durſt not paſs through Paris, dreading the conſe- 


quences of the public hatred which his conduct had 
raiſed. Irritated at his cold reception at court, he 
retired to one of his eſtates, being the fifth Marſhal 
of France whom Marlborough's ſucceſs had driven 
from the ſervice +. 

In Spain, the allies were leaſt ſucceſsful. The 
houſe of Bourbon had three armies in the field; two 
on the ſide of Catalonia, under the duke of Orleans, 
and the duke de Noailles; and the third in Eſtra- 
mandura, commanded by the marquis de Bay. 
Though Charles III. had not a force ſufficient to face 
the duke of Orleans in the field, the latter was 

* November 16, 1708, + Macpherſon's Hiftory of England, 
Vol. II. p. 397. * 
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prevented from making any deciſive progreſs by the 
unprovided condition of his army. He however 
took Tortola on the 11th day of July. Denia and 
Alicant in the kingdom of Valencia, fell into the 
hands of Philip V. before the end of the campaign. 
The duke de Noailles, who oppofed the prince of 
Darmſtadt, performed nothing of importance, except 
providing his troops with proviſions during the 
campaign at the expence of the Catalonians. The 
ſummer paſſed in a ſtate of inactivity on the ſide of 
Portugal. The French, though ſuperior in num- 
bers, attempted nothing. Every opportunity which 
occurs of recording the diſplay of humanity amidſt 
the horrors of war, ſhould be carefully attended to, 
and an inſtance of this kind preſents itſelf in the 
conduct of the generals who commanded the two 
armies: they mutually agreed, in imitation of 
the ancient Romans, that the labourers on the 
fronticrs of Spain and Portugal, which were be— 
come the ſeat of war, ſhould be unmoleſted, and 
ſuffered to cultivate the earth, and breed cattle, 
protected from all depredations : that the war ſhould 
be conſidered as ſubſiſting only between regular 
armies, and not between the peaſantry of the two 
kingdoms “. 

During theſe tranſactions abroad, the nation in 
their attention to the events of war, ſeemed to loſe 
their former animoſities and fears. A general tran- 
quil.ty prevailed, except where it was diſturbed 
by conteſted elections for the new parliament. But 
the joy which the queen derived from the great 
foccefs of her arms, was damped by the death of 
her huſband the prince of Denmark, on the 28th 
day of October 1708, at Kenſington, of an aſthma, 
with which he had been long afflicted. He was 


* Hiſtory d'Eſpagne, Tom. I.. 0 
orn 
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born in 1653, and married the princeſs, afterwards 
queen Anne, on the 28th day of July 1683. He 
was interred with great funeral pomp in Weſtmin- 
ſter-abbey. The queen, during the twenty-five 
years of their marriage, was eminent for her con- 
jugal affection, and teſtified uncommon tenderneſs 
and aſſiduity, during the tedious illneſs with which 
the prince was afflicted. His royal highneſs had 
ſhewn himſelf brave in war, both in Denmark and 
Ireland: his temper was mild and gentle: he had 
made a good progreſs in mathematics : he had tra- 
velled through France, Italy, and Germany, and 
knew much more than he could well expreſs ; for he 
ſpoke acquired languages ill and ungracefully . 
The queen kept the admiralty in her own hands 
about three weeks, and then appointed Thomas, 
earl of Pembroke, lord high admiralof Great- Britain 
and Ireland, to the diſſatisfaction of thoſe who wiſhed 
to lee the earl of- Orford fill that ſtation. | 

On the 27th of October, a court-martial was held 
on board the Royal Anne, at Spithead, for the 
trials of captain Richard Edwards, of the Cumber- 
land; captain John Balchen, of the Cheſter; and 
captain Baron Wild, of the Royal Oak; the two 
firſt for loſing their ſhips, and the laſt for breaking 
the line, diſobeying orders, and neglect of duty. 
After a ſtrict examination of witneſſes, and free li- 
berty given to the perſons accuſed to make their 
defence, and to produce whatever teſtimonies were 
in their power, captain Edwards was moſt honour- 
ably acquitted, and declared to have done his duty 
in every reſpect as captain and commodore; and 
Captain John Balchen was likewiſe acquitted; but 
Captain Baron Wild, who we have ſcen particularly 
unfortunate in the laſt year t, being found guilty. 


* Dr. Campbell, Vol. IV. p. 1j. + See pages 2c0 and 204. 
83 of 
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of neglect of duty; and diſobeying orders, was not 
only caſhiered, but declared incapable of ever ſery- 
ing in the royal navy *. ne 
Before we quit the tranſactions of the yeat 1708, 
it will be proper to relate what paſſed in the Weft- 
Indies. Commodore Wager ſucceeded Sir John 
Jennings in his command there, and arrived it 
Jamaica in the ſummer of 1707. The trade in 
thoſe parts, which had been greatly injured by the 
mercenary conduct of commodore Ker, when he 
commanded on that ſtation, began again to flouriſh 
from the diſintereſted and vigilant conduct of 
Wager, who readily granted convoys for the ſcrvice 
of the merchants, and likewiſe by protecting the 
Engliſh ſettlements, which ſervice were gratefully 
acknowledged by the planters and merchants in their 
repreſentations to the board of admiralty. No 
ſooner had the commodore taken the proper meaſures 
for the ſervice of his friends, than he directed his 
attention to conſider how he might beſt annoy: the 
enemy. The galleons, ſraught with the treaſures 
of the weſtern hemiſphere, had not ventured to Eu- 
rope for ſome years, and were now on the point of 
failing. Their immenſe wealth, which was compu- 
ted to amount to forty-eight millions, was neceſſary 
to repleniſh the exhauſted treaſuries of the Bourbon 
monarchs, whoſe expedients for ſubſtituting mint 
bills in the room of ſpecie, had reduced the credit 
of government to a ſtate of contempt. The force 
which the commodore commanded, conſiſted of the 
Windſor, Expedition, Severn, Kingſton, Aſſiſtance, 
Portland, and Dunkirk's prize. In the beginning 
of the year 1708, by letters found on board a ſloop 
taken between Porto Bello and Carthagena, it ap- 
— that Monſieur Du Caſſe was arrived at 
artinico from Europe, with ten ſhips of war, eight 


* Lediard's Naval Hiſtory, p. 833. c 
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of which mounted from ſeventy to eighty-ſix guns, 
ther with ſeveral large privateers ; this account | 

was ſoon afterwards confirmed by colonel -Parkes, 
who preſided. at the Leeward Iflands. Wager was 
ſenſible, that the only opportunity which; preſented 
icfelf for him to attack the galleons, with any pro- 
ſpect of ſucceſs, was before they had joined the 

rench fleet. He had certain information that they 
was to ſail from Porto Bello to Carthagena, and 
from thence to the Havannah. Whilſt he was cruiſing 
as near to the former harbour as he could venture, 
without alarming the Spaniards, having with him 
the Expedition, Kingſton, Portland; alſo the Vul- 
ture fireſhip. . On the 28th day of May, at noon, ſe- 
venteen ſail of galleons were diſcovered from the top- 
maſt- head. Ihe Spaniards on perceiving the Eng- | 
liſh ſquadron, endeayoured to gain the Baru, a ſmall ; 
illand, which lay in their way to Carthagena, but 
not being able to accompliſh that, and rendered 
bold by the inconſiderable force that was oppoſed 
to them, drew up in à line of battle, all the time 
bearing away to the northward, The Spaniſh ad- 
miral carried a white pendant at the top-maſt-head 
in the centre ; the vice-admiral, with the ſame kind 
of pendant at the fore-top-maſt-head in the rear; 
and the rear-admiral bore his pendant on the mizen- 
top-maſt-head in the van, they were diſtant from 
each other about half a mile, which, ſpace was 
occupied by other ſhips, Of the ſeventeen ſail, two 
were ſloops and one a brigantine; two others were 
French ſhips, which ſet all their ſails and got off. 
Commodore Wager in the Expedition, bote down 
on the Spaniſh admiral, and directed captain Bridges 
of the Kingſton, to engage the vice-admiral, and 
captain Windſor of the Portland, to attack the 
rear- admiral. As the fireſhip could not be rendered 
ſerviceable, ſhe was ordered to ply to the windward. 
Vol, III. K k | About 
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About ſun: ſet, the en 2 began between the 
two commanders in chiet, and continued f6r an hour 


and an half, when, it being dark, the Spaniſh ad- 


After, came up with him, and aſſiſting in taking the 
ar-admiral, who called for quarter about two in 
the morning. On board of this. ſhip, he ſent his 
boats to bring to him the chief officers, and before 
the riſing of the fun, he ſaw one large ſhip on his 
weather-bow, and three ſail upon the weather quar- 
ter, three or four leagues off ours, lying, then with 
their heads to the north, the winding being at N. E. 
an eaſy gale. Then he put out the ſignal, for the 
Kingſton and Portland to chaſe to windward, not 
being” able himſelf. to make fail, being much diſ- 
bled; and as he had à great part of his men in the 
1ze, ſo were there no leſs than three hundred. pri- 
loners on board his own hip ?ꝰ. 
*, Burcher's Navgl. Hiſtory, p. 706+ The 
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The next day being Sunday the 3oth, the wind 
blowibg gently from the N. E. to N. N. W. the 


re. 


ſhoal off of Carthagena, that they were forced to 
rack, and leave her. Thus eſcaped that * 
catrack, to the great difappointment of the officers 
and crews of the Engliſh ſhips, who inveighed bit- 
terly againſt their captains. Mean while the com- 
modore ſent them orders to attack a galleon of forty 
guns, which he underſtood, by a Swediſh ſhip that 
had been trading at Baru, had taken ſhelter in that 
iland. She was juſt coming out of port, as the 
Kingſton and Portland appeared ; upon which, her 
crew ran her a-ſhore, ſet her on fire, and blew her 
vp, fo that nothing could be ſaved of her valuable 
cargb. Oh the ad of June, the commodore find- 
ing his proviſions and water ſhort, the wind con- 
traty, and nothing more to be done in thoſe parts, 
reſolved to ſer the Spaniſh priſoners a-ſhore with a 
flag of truce, in compliance with their earneſt en- 
treaty, on the iſland of Batu, and then proceed for 
Jamaica; which he performed accordingly * The 
Expedition had two men killed, and nine wounded' 


in the action. AS 


* According to the account given to the commodore by theſe priſon- 
ers, of the ffrength and value of che ſquadron, the admiral's chip wag” 
called the St, Joſeph, carried fixty-tour guns, and had 600 men, of whoſn 
ierenteen only were ſaved, and had on board about ſeven millions: in 
old and filver ;5 the vice-admiral mounted 64 guns, and had between 
tour and five hundred mep, 2 about fix millions; the rear-admiral 
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As ſoon as the commodore reached Jamaica with 
his prize, he diſpatched a veſſel to England, with 
advice of the galleons being on their voyage to 
Spain, and on the 23d day of July, he held a court- 
martial at Port. Royal on the two captains, who 
were accuſed of neglecting to do their utmoſt to 
take or deſtroy the Spaniſh vice-admiral's ſhip. No 
object could be more ſtimulating than the capture 
of ſo valuable a prize, neither was it an enterprize 
of ſuch hazard as to require any uncommon ſhare of 
courage to perform it. The captain of the King- 
ſton, was accuſed of not ſuffering the ſhip to be 
piloted into a ſhoal called Salmadinas, when he waz 
within gunſhot of the galleon. The reaſon which 
the captain aſſigned for this caution was, that he 
doubted the pilot's abilities to execute what he 
was ready to undertake, and thought it deſperately 
{taking the ſafety of his ſhip. No want of perſonal 
courage was imputed to him. A ſimilar charge was 
exhibited againſt captain Windſor of the Portland, 
of which they were both found guilty, and deprived 
of their commiſſions *®.—The laſs of ſo rich a prize 
was enough to warp the judgment of the court fo 
immediately after the event had happened, and gave 
that conduct the appearance of criminality, which 
at a more diſpaſſionate feafon might have been 
thought commendable. That man is in an ugly 
E who diſappoints the public expectation, 

y failing to perform impoſſibilities. In truth, the 
Pilots knew but little of thoſe coalts, and a com- 


mounted 44 guns, bnt carried eleven more in her hold, and had 7 
thirteen cheſts of pieces of eight, and fourteen ſows of filver, I ſhai 
take this opportunity of adding a ſuccin& account of a gallant exploit 
performed by an Engliſh officer a little before the taking the galleons. 
Captain Coleby, commander of a privateer ſloop, of about 100 men, 
meeting with fourteen fail of brigantines, and floops, laden with valu- 
able goods, going from the galleons at Porto-Bello, to Panama, under 
convoy of a guard-floop, bravely fought 7 rar and took her, 
ether with fix more. The Spaniards offered the captain 180, oo0 pieces 
of ht for the ranſom of the ſloop, which he refuſed. —Dr. Campbell. 
* Captain Treyer ſucceeded to the Kingſton, and Captain Hutchins 
ta the Portland, 
pit mander 
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mander would have been raſn to have truſted the 
fate of his ſhip implicitly to their guidance, When 
the hopes of paſſeſſing a_rich prize was likely to 
make them precipitate, Not long after this event 
happened, the Engliſh frigate called Dunkirk's 
prize, 5: Ke Purvis, cruizing to the northward of 
Hiſpaniola, chaſed a French ſhip, and ran her on 
ſhore near Cape Francoiſe, when, 1n following her, 
the pilot being unſkilful, ſhe ſtruck upon a ledge of 
rocks and bulged. Indeed, the bravery of the cap- 
tain and part of the crew, retrieved this misfortune, 
for getting upon a ſmall iſland within ſhot of the 
French ſhip, which all the while fired briſkly upon 
them, they got together the ſhips boats and a 
canoe, and were preparing to board her, when the 
Frenchman ſurrendered, on condition that her com- 
mander and men ſhould be put aſhore. In this ſhip 
the brave captain Purvis arrived at Jamaica, with all 
his company except twenty-one, who had refuſed to 
Joia in the attempt *. But to return to commodore 
Wager. Na | 

A few days after the court-martial broke up, com- 
modore Edwards arrived at Jamaica, with the Mon- 
mouth, a third rate; the Jerſey, a fourth; and the 
Roebuck, a fifth rate. He brought a commiſſion 
from the admiralty, appointing Wager a rear-admiral 
of the blue, which preferment preceded this his bold 
attack of the galleons. Orders came herewith for 
the rear-admiral to ſend home four of his ſhips, 
which accordingly failed the latter end of September, 
and admiral Wager hoiſted his flag on board the 
Monmouth; where we ſhall leave him for the pre 
ſent to relate the tranſactions on the continent. 

The great ſucceſs of the campaign, confirmed 
the influence which Marlborough and Godolphin 
had acquired, by the expulſion of Harley from the 
cabinet. They found means at the ſame time to 


* Burche!'s Naval Hiſtory, p. 710» 
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feconcile the Whigs to their meaſures, by dividing 
 amotg their leaders the power and emoluments 5 
overnment. . The weight of the croWh beingthrown 
into the fcalè of that parry, they carried moſt of the 
contefted elections in the houſe of commons againſt 
the Tories, and ſecured a majority. The new par- 
Hament met on the 18th day of November; they 
chofe Sit Richard Onflow, batt. for their Speaker. 
The ſeſſions was opened by commiſſion, the lord 
chancellor, in a ſpeech” from the throne, recom- 
mended a proviſion for the navy, and eſpecially for 
the building of new Thips, and fortifying our ports. 
On the 6th day of December, the houſe 6f commons 
addreſſed for an account” of the number of men 
that might be wanting to man her majeſty's navy, 
for the year 1709; which was promiſed, and upon 
its being laid before the houſe, they agreed to it 
immediately, and Voted the fame number of men, 
with the ſame allowance, and the ſame ſum for the 
ordinary ufe of the navy, as had been given the year 
before ; but. ſoon after, the commons thought-fit to 
appoint a committee to enquire into the number of 
ſhips employed as cruiſers and convoys ; as alſo to 
diſcover the true reaſons of the great increaſe of the 
navy-debr; and on their report, they came to a 
reſolution on the 24th of March, that an addreſs 
be preſented to her majeſty, to deſire that ſhe would 
be pleaſed to give directions to the proper officers, 
to lay before the houſe an account of all ſums of 
money granted, or voted, ſince her majeſty's ac- 
ceſſion to the crown, and how far the ſame had 
proved ſufficient. At the ſame time, they ordered 
the commiſſioners of the navy to lay before them 
the cauſes” of the increaſe of the debt of the navy: 
but, to this addreſs her majeſty gave no anſwer ; 
ſo that the affair dropped for that time. This con- 
duct of the court gave much offence; yet the com- 
mons were ſo hearty in the proſecution of the war, 
wy that 
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th ted 6,45 ,$3ol. ſor the ſervice of the 
tha RAS hey B ies the ſum of 104, %03t. 
for "he relief ff the 1 of St. Nevis, and 
St. roo her's, and paſfed a vote in favour of the 
trade to "Africa; Both houſes joined, in an'addreſs, 
that her ma jeſty; would be pleafed not to coticliide any 
peace wir the French king, unleſs he conſented to 
derpolith the fortifications and harbour of Dunkirk. 
In the beginning of the year 1709, a bill was 
ordered into the houſe of commons fer a general 
naturalization of foreign proteſtants in England, in 
favour of which it was argued, that very great! be- 
nefits would thereby accrue to Great Britain. Tt 
was obſerved, that the king of Pruffia, by invitin 
the French refugees to ſettle in his Ggniogs had 
fertilized a barren and ill peopled, country; im- 


rover its trade and manufactures, and increaſed 


own revenues. The bill was accordingly paſſed. 
By this, a& for naturalizing foreign proteſtants, all 

rſons born out of the ligeance of her majeſty, who 

ould take and fubſtribe TH oaths, and the declara- 
tion appointed the preceding year, ſhovid bedeemed, 
adjudged; and taken, to be her majeſty's natural 
born ſubjects, provided they ſhould have received 
the ſacrament Rr the Lord's Supper in ſome proteſ- 
tant or reformed congregation, within the Kingdom, 
of Great Britain, within three months of heir taking 
the ſaid oaths. The children of all natüral- born 
ſubjects, though born out of the ligeance of her 
majeſty, mould be deemed and adjudged to be na- 
tural- born ſubjects of Grkat- Britain to L intents,, 
conſtructions, ahd purpoſes whatſoever. | And the 
hke naturalization of foreign proteſtants was ex- 
tended to Treland. 

Soon after the paſſing this law, near ſcven thou- 
ſand of the poor Paldnts and Swabians, dwelling, 
on the banks of the Rhine, in Germany, - who had 
been 9 ruined and driven from their pabi- 

| tations 
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tations by the French, were, in compaſſion to their 
miſery, brought over to England, and were ſoon after 
followed by more of their countrymen. Had they 
been immediately ſent over to one or more of our 
continental colonies in. America, they would have 

auſed a great acceſſion of ſtrength in thoſe paris; 

ut no ſettled plan was concerted for their eſta- 
bliſhment any where. In order to provide for their 
preſent. ſupport, a brief was granted throughout 
Great Britain for a collection for them. Some 
of them were taken into private families, five hun- 
dred families of them were ſent into Ireland, where 


twenty-four thouſand pounds was granted. for their 


ſupport. At length three thouſand of them were 
conveyed to New-York,, and ſettled upon Hud. 
ſon's river, Many who were diſſatisfied with that 
ſettlement removed to Pennſylvania, where th 
were kindly received by the quakers. This friendly 
reception proved afterwards the means of drawing 
many thouſands of. German and Swiſs. proteſtants 
thither, whereby that province has ſince become 
one of the moſt populous and flouriſhing in North - 
, A e 
In order to raiſe the enormous ſupplies which had 
been granted this year by parliament, the aſſiſtance 
of the Bank of England was found neceſſary. An 
act of parliament therefore paſſed, for enlarging the 
capital ſtock of the Bank of England, by which the 
governor and company were OR Goble 
their ſtock, and to ſell their additional ſtock, amount- 
ing to two millions two hundred and one thouſand 
one hundred and ſeventy one pounds ten, ſhillings, 
at the rate of one hundred and fifteen_pounds for 
every hundred pounds ſubſcribed. This ſum was 
fully ſubſcribed for in four hours, .on the firſt day 
of opening the ſubſcription, A clear proof that a 
| ſeven years extenſive and draining war, had 2. 11 
"rat 
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hauſted the nation of its wealth. The Bank hereby 
obliged itſelf to advance to government four 
hundred thouſand 1 without any additional 
allowance df intereft, agreeable to what the Eaft-In- 

dia company had furniſhed, on receiving from go- 
verament afimilar extenſion of their powers. Their 
original capital of one million two hundred thou- 
ſand pounds, at eight per cent. now amounted to 


, one million fix hunndred thouſand pounds, at ſix per 


cent. intereſt z the fifteen per cent. advance on the 
ſale of their additional ſtock, enabled them to make 
this payment of four hundred thouſand pounds to the 
blic. By means of the Bank, two millions' five 
undred thouſand pounds in Exchequer bills were 
C | 
The Bank kapital (a part of which 2 
was only temporary) amount- . . d. 
ed before the paſſing this act to 2. 201,171 10 © 
Which was now doubled 2,201,171 10 © 


4,402,343 0 © 


And by the 400,0001. now | 
farther advanced — — — __ 400,000 © oO 
4,802,343 0 0 


The whole was now at ſix per 
cent. intereſt. In conſideration 
of which ſum of 400, oool. ſo 
lent, without any additional in- 
tereſt, their excluſive privileges 
as a Bank, were prolonged to one 
year's notice, after the firſt day 
of Auguſt, 1732. By the ſame 
ſtatute, the Bank obliged them- | 


ſelves to pay off and cancel all 

the Exchequer: bills which had 

been before iſſued, amounting , 
with their intereſt at ſix per cent to 1,775,027 17 104 


| The total capital of the Bank 


by this act was —= — — „577,370 17 10z 
About 
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; About, the far ef time, the French. court formed 
projed for a Royal Bank, 1 the deſign 
: ſted by the eſtabliimenr of. Jr] in El gland, 
for t 8 of their mat · bills, but 7 
2. of Were at that time in France, rendered 


th 1 impracticable. 

Ne the Britiſh of PR were adopting mea. 
tures fe . the vigorous oſecution of 12 War, the 
French king renewed . overtures for reſtoring 
tranquillity to 7 — The rout 40 Fan 
the taking of Lille, a famine in his kingdom, the 
conſequent. deficiency 1 E the revenue, the general 
diſcontents of the le, and the conteſts between 
his ſervants, forced Louis XIV. to offer terms of 
peace, at once ſuitable, to the melancholy ſituation 
of his own affairs, ang Pproportionable to the ſuccel 
of the allies. . At ans prince Eugene and the 
duke of Mar}borough, who had mariaged the ya 
with ſuch Mtonzhing facce(s, were fully empowered 
by the Emperor and the queen of Great Britain, in 
conjunction with the republic of Holland, to treat 
with the minifters of France, and to ſettle the 
terms of peace. They arrived for that 2 oſe at 
the Hague, in the beginning of the month of April 
Theſe two enerals, and Hetnſins,” the bebe of 
Holland, formed 'a triumvirate, on whom the 

rand confederacy, and confequently 'the fate of 
_ depended. To theſe however, what was 
faid of a great man in ſimilar circumſtances in our 
own times *, might be applied, * that they whohad 
been the means of ſpreading the flame were = 
unfit ons to bet employed in putting out 
fire.” Perhe two 2 8 yet in 1 Fuel 7 many 
battles, . and ſucceeded in al their Ir and im- 
portant undertakings, had acquired the confidence 
of the allies, in proportion as they had excited terror 
in the enemy. Heinſius had been the depoſitory of 


M. Pitt. 
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king William's ſecrets; he had been raiſed by that 
prince to the place of firſt miniſter, and had the 
good fortune to have preſeryed the authority which 
e had received, by being the chain that united the 
States with the grand confederacy formed by his 
late patron . againſt the houſe of Bourbon. Each 
of the three negotiators ſeemed to have had a pet- 
ſonal intereſt in oppoſing the peace. The duke of 
Marlborough was influenced thereto by the hope of 
gathering freſh laurels, as well as from the meaner 
motive of acquiring wealth: prince Eugene being 
a ſoldier of fortune, had nothing to do with tran- 
guilty as generals are then laid aſide to ruſt 
with their Words“. Still, however, they durſt not 
openly avow their difinchnation to peace. Prince 
Eugene inſiſted, chat the entire ceſſion of the Spaniſh 
monarchy ſhould be an indiſpenſable ꝓreliminai 
to the treaty; Marlborough at che ſame time t 
care to circulate a ſuſpicion that the court of Ver- 
failles was not fincere in her profeſſions, and only 
aimed at amuſing and deceiving the allies. The 
well know propenſity of that court to chicane and 
ſubterfuge procured 'a ready credence to fuch an 
opinion, notwithſtanding the miſeries which had 
overſpread that kingdom, were the fulleſt atteſta- 
tions of her extorted ſincerity. Deſpair was diffuſed 
through the nation; every quarter of Europe beheld 


the diſgraces and downfall of France. The confede- 


rates, by being in poſſeſſion of Liſle, threatened to 
nn into the heart of the kingdom. The fame 


king, who had brought the republic of Holland tothe 


brink of deſtruction in a fingle campaign, and who 
but a few years before had carried his arms to the 


banks of the Danube, the Po, and the Tagus, now 


* Macpherſon's Hiſtory of England, Vol. II. p. 470. 
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trembled for the ſafety of his capital. The name of 
Marlborough became as dreadful to the Pariſians, 
as our Edwards and Henrys had been to their fore: 
Fathers. In this ſtate of affairs, the marquis de 
Lorci was ſent to Holland, with powers to put an 
end upon the moſt humilitating terms, tq a war, 
that even threatened the deſtruction of the French 
- monarchy, and Rouille. the former ' miniſter wa; 
recalled. France agre6d to yield the whole Spaniſh 
. monarchy to the houſe of Auſtria without any equi- 
valent. To cede her conqueſt ig the empire, and 
upon the. Upper Rhine: to give Furhes, Y pres, 
Menin, Tournay, Liſle, Conde and Maubcuge far 4 
barrier to Holland. To acknowledge the elector of 
Brandenburgh as king of Pruſſia; the duke of 
Hanover as ninth elector of the empire: to own 
the title of queen Anne to the Britiſh: throne; to 
remove the pretender from the dominions of France: 
to recognize the ſucceſſion to the throne of Great- 
Britain in the proteſtant line: to reſtore every thing 
to the duke of Savoy: and to agree to the con- 
ceſſions made to the king of. Portugal by his treaty 
with the allies. The demolition of Dunkirk was 
farther inſiſted on in the conferences at the Hague, 
with M. de Torci, for ſettling the preliminaries of 
a general peace; and that miniſter, ſhewing 
iter reluctance to conſent to this, than to any 
other of the articles, alledging, that, his maſter 
bought, and paid for this town and pot,” beſides 
laying out immenſe ſums upon it ſince; it ſq pro- 
voked prince Eugene, that he told the French mini- 
ſters, with great warmth, he wondered they ſhould 
ſpend ſo many words about it, and that they ought 
rather to admire the generoſity of a princeſs, who, 
having it in her power to preſcribe them harder 
terms, and force them to geliver that, and —— 
F | DE He nem wen witow'-, bother 
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other places ſhe pleaſed, and revive other preten- 
Bons of the crown of England, gave an unparelleled 
example of her moderation. This had ſuch an 


effect, that the point was immediately given up, and 
the following article makes the ſeventeenth of the 


preliminaries agreed on. | | 

« His moſt Chriſtian majeſty promiſes, to cauſe 
all the fortifications of the town of Dunkirk, the 
harbour, and ryſbanck, and others depending on 
the ſame, without any exception, to be demoliſhed 
at his own charges; ſo that one half of the fortifi- 
cations be demoliſhed, and one half of the harbour 
filled up within two months, and the other half of 


the ſaid fortifications razed, and the other half of 


the ſaid harbour filled up in two other months, the 


whole to the ſatisfaftion of the queen of Great Bri- 
tain, and the lords of the States-General of the United 
Provinces; and it ſhall never be allowed to re- 
eſtabliſh the ſaid fortifications, or render the harbour 
navigable, directly or indirectly.“ ; 
© Such conceſſions were the beſt ſecurity for the per- 
manent tranquillity of Europe, but they did not ſa- 
tisfy the allies, One fruitleſs conference followed 
another. At length Heinſius framed forty preliminary 
articles, which were to form the baſis of a general 
peace. The plenipotentiaries on the ſide of France 
eed to thirty-five of them, the reſt were ſubmitted 
to the deciſion of Louis, for which purpoſe the mar- 
uis de Torci repaired to Verſailles. Ruined as the 
affairs of France were, that court had ſpirit enough 
to feject the proffered terms. In order to rouſe the 
people from that torpor into which they had ſunk, 
the court publiſhed an account of the negociation, 
_ explaining their own conceſſions, and the haughty 
terms preſcribed by the allies: ' The king himſelf 
rote to all the governors of the provinces, ſtating 
whole tranſaCtion, and feelingly rouſing their in- 
8 "Re dignation. 
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igaation. The ſpirit of the French nation was re. 
ae and their reſentment added freſh fuel w 
the flames of war. ne © "Ga 
Ihe operations at ſea were not ſuſpended by the 
anegoclation carrying on at the Hague. In the 
month of November 1708, her my had - con- 
K&rred the po of -rear-admiral of Great-Britain, 
(which had been vacant ever ſince the death of Sir 

Jopdeſley Shovel,) on Sir John Leake, and at the 
{ame time paid him this eee et that 
the was put in mind of it by the voice of her peo⸗ 

le*”. Early in che ſpring lord Durſley was at 
| Ks with a ſquadron which cruiſed in the channel, 
and picked vp ſeveral French prizes. His lordſhip 
when he had only four ſhips of the line with him, 
viz, the Kent, Plymouth, Monk, and Litchfield, 
fell in with M. de Gui Trouin's ſquadron, conſiſting 
of eleven men of war, twelve leagues S. W. of 
Scilly. - It being then three o'clock in the morning, 
and their lights being ſeen, his lordſhip made the 
ep for wearing, which was obeyed, and the 
whole ſquadron, the e e ae dark, got clear 
of the enemy. On the ſecond day of March (eight 

ys: after this) captain Tollet in the Aſſurance, of 
feventy guns, with the Hampſhire and Aſſiſtance 
pf fifty guns each, AIDS the trade from Kinſale to 

e port of London under convoy, came up with 

ur Gy of this fleet, about eight leagues S. S. W. 
of e Lizard. The French commodore in 4 ſhip 
"gf ſeventy. guns ranged along the larboard fide of 
- the Afurance, .when the two ſhips engaged yard 
arm and yard arm for the ſpace of half an hour; 
Ip which time the ſmall ſhot from the French did 
preat execution among the ſailors and marines that 
ere quartered on deck. The Aſſurance on her 
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knn ed, her Per aud. pur of bet lower" er 
po ſo effectualſy, that the obliged the enemy to 


der off, the other three ſhips, which were of forty 
or fifty guns, then paſſed the Aſſurance, firing fe- 
veral broadſides into her, after which they bbre 


away to join their commodore. The Aſſurance 


having thüs fuſtained all the weight of the action, 
vas . reduced to 1 ſhattered - condition, both 
in her rigging and hull, to repair which, as far as 
poſſible, the utmoſt diſpatch was uſed, and the 
three hips bore down to defend the merchantmen. 


On their approach the French ſhips bore away, but 


not before they had picked up five of the merchant- 
men, Captain Tollet had been four months fick, 
but when the French ſhips appeared, was put in a 
chair, and carried upon deck, and received a wound 
in the action; his firſt lieutenant was'ſhot in the 


kg, which wound he got dreſſed, and immediately 


teturned upon deck; the. ſecond lieutenant Was 
killed, together with twenty-five common mien, 
and fifty-three wounded, ſome of whom afterwards 


died. The Hampſhire had only two killed and 


eleven wounded ; the Aſſiſtance eight killed and 
twenty-one wounded; among whom was captain 
Tudor her commander, who died of his wounds. 
The French ſuffered ſeverely, although their exact 
loſs cannot be afcertained. Lord Durſley ſhortly 
after eſcorted the Liſbon fleet of merchantmen out 
of the channel, which he had no ſooner parted with 
than he difcovered the Achilles, the ſhip which M. 
Tourin was aboard, with Le Glorie, which had the 
day before taken the Briſtol man of war of 

guns. His lordſhip immediately gave them chare, 
recovered the Briſtol, which, by a ſhot in her bread 
toom, funk ſoon afterwards; but all the nen ex- 


cept twenty, were ſaved. The Achilles, much 


Mattered, eſcaped by her failing, but Le Glorie, 
| / 2 French 
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a French man of wat of forty-four guns and three 
hundred. and twelye men, was taken ; his lordſhip 
having about ſeventy men killed and wounded in 
the ation. On the 26th of April two ſmall ſhips 
were taken, and on the 7th of May a privateer, car- 


Tying fourteen guns, and an hundred men ; bur the 
| 575 through all the ſhips then growing very 


ort, his lordſhip found it neceſſary to return to 
Plymouth on the 13th with his ſquadron, which 
then conſiſted of one third, and ſeven fourth rates, 
and there received: the unwelcome news, that her 


us 5d ſhip the Sweepſtakes, of thirty-two guns, 


been taken by two French privateers, each of 
which was of greater force than that frigate “. 

On the 18th day of May an engagement hap- 
pened which did great honour to Engliſh valour 
and conduct. Captain Walter Riddel, in the Fal- 
mouth, a fifty gun ſhip, in conyoying ſome New 
land ſhips laden with maſts, was attacked, twenty 
four leagues off Scilly, by four French men of. war, 
the largeſt of which, a ſixty gun ſhip, attempted 
to board him, which captain Riddel anticipated by 
filling his head-ſails, and laying her on board, 
under her bowſprit directly athwart - hauſe, in which 
ſituation he raked her fore and aft with his cannon. 
The two ſhips continued in this poſition an hour 
and an half, during which time many of the Fal- 
mouth's crew boarded the Frenchman, but they 
were. bravely repulſed, that ſhip having a much 
greater number of hands on board. The French 


London Gazette, No. 4531. All our public accounts call the 
French man of war taken in this engagement, Le Glorie; but it ap 
from the French writers, that the true name of it was, Le Gloneux. 
In the account publifhed by the Admiralty, it appears, that the Briſtol, 
captain -Gore, was taken in her 1 from Plymouth to Liſbon, after 
a very warm diſpute, in which ſhe had ſeventy men killed and wounded. 
rench man of war was taken by captain Thomas Matthews, of 
whom we ſhall have occafion to ſay much in the ſequel. 
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commodore at length grew tired of this cloſe con- 
teſt, and after having endeavoured to deſtroy the 
Falmouth's fails and rigging, diſengaged himſelf, and 
made after the merchantmen. Captain Riddel how- 
ever made. ſhift. to follow him with ſuch expedition, 
2s ſecured the whole fleet, which he brought ſafe into 
Plymouth. In this action the Falmouth had thir- 
teen men killed, and fifty-ſix wounded. Ihe cap- 
tain himſelf received a wound in the right leg, and 
had ſeveral other hurts, his ſecond lieutenant, and a 
volunteer named Lawſon, were ſhot through the 
body. Ihe Falmouth had twenty thouſand pounds 
New England money on board her at the time of 
the engagement“. | 

Before we proceed to the Mediterranean, which 
was, as uſual, the ſcene of action for the grand fleet, 
we muſt follow Sir George Byng in his voyage from 
England thither, in order to take the command. 
A treaty: of marriage had been concluded between 
the arch-ducheſs Mary Ann of Auſtria, ſiſter to 
the ; emperor Joſeph, and the king of Por- 
tugal. In the latter end of the year 1708, this 
princeſs having reached Holland, was conducted to 
England by a Britiſh fleet commanded by rear- 
admiral Baker, and on the 25th day of September 
ſhe landed at Portſmouth. On the 6th day of Ofto- 
ber ſhe went on board the Royal Anne, Sir 
George. Byng's ſhip, and arrived at Liſbon 
on the 16th, day of the ſame month. Here 
the admiral continued until the 27th day of De- 
cember, when leaving Sir John Jennings, he ſailed 
tor the Mediterranean, with ſix ſhips of the line, two 
fire ſbips, and three other veſſels, having ſent two 
third rates, two fourths, and a fifth before him to 
Alicant, to acquaint the governor of the caſtle there 


2 London Gazette, No. 4545+ 
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of his ſpeedy approach. On the 21ſt day of Jany. 
ary, 1708-9, rived at 'Port Mahon,, Ka he 
found bimfelf greatly embarraſſed for want of navi 
ſtores. Sir Edward Whitaker, who was then on the 
coaſt of Italy, arrived about the middle of March, 
with about three thouſand five hundred troops, 
which enabled the admiral, in conjunction with ge- 
neral Stanhope, to attempt the relief of Alicant, 
then cloſely beſieged by the chevalier d"Alsfeldr, at 
the head of twelve thouſand ' men, This city and 
port is commanded by a ſtrong caſtle, erected on x 
rock, at a ſmall diſtance from the fea. It was gat 
riſoned by two regiments, one of which was com- 
poles of French. refugees, and was therefore called 
the French regiment, and major-generat Richard 
_ defended the place. The city held out for a conſide- 
rable time againſt a large train of heavy artillery, 
which was well ferved; but at length the garriſon was 
compelled to retire into the caſtte, which had been 
deemed impregnable, until the bravery of Eng- 
ſh ſailors maſtered it in the year 1706. Here 
they ſunk three ciſterns, and then, with incredi- 
ble labour, filled them with water. The French 
carried on the ſiege with vigour, but found it im- 
Mble- to make any impreſſion on a place which 
both art and nature had joined in ſecuring. Still 
however determined not to relinquiſh their defign, 
| _ reſolved to attempt mining through the wh 
rock, in order at once to blow up the caſtle and its 
arriſon into the air. The beſieged were not at all 
alarmed, at this undertaking, which they conſidered 
as utterly impracticable. It even ſupplied them 
with freſh hopes, as they believed it would retard 
the operations of the ſiege until the Britiſh fleet 
mould arrive to their ſuccour. Eneouraged by theſe 
proſpects, they beſtirred themſelves in annoying the 
workmen, and retarding their progieſs. 1 be- | 
| | egers 
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ſiegers however wrought inceſſantly, and procured 
2 number of 8 aſſiſt in the labour. In 
three months fuch a fiſſure was made in the rock as 
their moſt, experienced * Aa pronounced 5 
to the tremendous purpoſe for which it had been 
hewn. One thouſand five hundred barrels of powder” 
were a therein, together with beams, iron 
bars and crows, which by ſtopping the expanſion 
of the powder when fired, might render the con- 
cuſſion more violent. On the 2oth day of March 
the garriſon was ſummoned to ſurrender, and the 
moſt ſolemn. affurances given them of being ſafel) 
eſcorted to Barcelona, and their baggage and el. 
fects ſecured to them, if they ſurrendered in three 
days; the ruin that awaited them, in caſe of an ob- 
ſtinate rejection of the honourable terms propoſed, 
was likewiſe repreſented in all its force. To con- 
vince them of the reality of their danger, the French 
general offered a ſafe. conduct for ſome ſkilful 
perſons who ſhould be permitted to inſpect the 
mine, and might make a faithful report of what 
would be the conſequence of ſpringing it. Two 
field-officers accepted this permiſſion, and after th 
had fully inſpected this repoſitory of deſolation, they 
reported to the governor, that in their opinion, the 
exploſion would carry away the whole caſtle to the 
eaſtermoſt battery, unleſs it took vent through a 
mine which they themſelves had dug, purpoſely to 
divert the force of this. The lea miſchief that 
it was likely to produce, would be to carry away 
the ſea battery, the lodging rooms in the caſtle- 
cloſe, ſome of the chambers cut for ſoldiers bar- 
racks ; and the great ciſtern would be much at- 
fected *, | 

+ Taubman's Memoirs of the Britiſh fleets in the Mediterranean, 
Campbell's Lives of the Admirals, Vol. IV. p. 127, 
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wie 4 general council of war was called to deliberate 
on the proper ſtep to be taken at this criſis of ' their 
fate. A danger ſo imminent,' to avert which, bra- 
very, ſkill or addreſs were alike ineffectual, would 
have fully warranted the ſurrender of the place; 
nor is it likely that this garriſon would Have had 
the hardineſs to riſk the conſequences of ſpringing 
the mine; if that deeply-rooted enmity which is oc- 
caſioned by civil diſſentions, founded on religions 
antipathies, had not made the French refugees who 
defended the place, ſpurn at the ſafety which their 
perſecuting countrymen now - proffered. Perhaps 
they doubted the ſincerity of the offers which were 
made them, and choſe rather to depend on the 
uncertain direction which an exploſion” might take, 
than the ſolemn aſſurances of the beſiegers. They 
unanimoufly reſolved to commit themſelves to the 
providence of God, and defend the place. This 
reſolution was communicated to the French com- 
mander, who two nights after, again fent a'flag, and 
endeavoured to divert them from their deſperate 
purpoſe, offering the fame honourable terms of 
capitulation as had been before tendered : but all 
in vain. The third night approached, when the 
French ſent their third and laſt ſummons; and with 
it an affurance, that their mine was primed, and 
ſhould be ſprung by fix o'clock the next morning. 


They remonſtrated againſt the fatal obſtinacy which 


cavſed them wilfully to ſeek their own deſtruction; 
ſtill offering them the former terms of ſurrender : but 
nothing could ſhake the ſteady purpoſe of theſe de- 
termined men. At five o'clock the hext morning, 
as a prelude to this direful- ſtroke, all the inha- 
bitants of that quarter were ordered to quit their ha- 
bitations, The beſieged during the night had kept a 
general guard, and employed the time in religious 
cxerciſes. Major-general Richards, colonel * 
| ret” BY 8 
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and lieutenant-colonel Thornicroft of Sir Charles 


Hotham's regiment, ſat together in the governor's 
uſual lodging room; other officers cantoned them- 
ſelves as their tempers inclined them, to paſs the 
dreary and preſaging nighr. 11 no xt 
At length, day appearing, the inhabitants were 
ſeen flying in crouds to the weſtermoſt part of the 
town. The governor, attended by the principal 
officers, went to the weſt battery, to gain fuller in- 
formation. After he had remained there about a 
varter of an hour, lieutenant-colonel : Thornicroft 
fired him to remove, as being unable to do. any 
ſervice there; he and colonel Sibourg both an- 
ſwered, that no danger was to be apprehended there 
more than in any other place; and that there they 
would wait the event. The lieutenant-colonel re- 
ſolving to ſhare the fate of his ſuperiors, continued 
there, as did other officers from the ſame motive: 
but the hour of five being now conſiderably paſt, 
the corporal's' guard cried out, that the train was 
fired, obſerving ſome ſmoak from the lighted 
matches, and other combuſtible matter near it, from 
whence the ſame aſcended to the centinels above. 
The governor and field officers were then urged to 
retreat, but refuſed. The mine at laſt blew up; 
the rock opened and ſhut ; the whole mountain felr 
the convulfion ; the governor and field officers with 
their company, ten guns, and two mortars, were 
buried in the abyſs; the walls of the caſtle ſhook, 
part of the great ciſtern fell, another ciſtern almoſt 
cloſed; and the rock ſhut a man to his neck in its 
clift; who lived many hours in that agonizing poſ- 
ture. About thirty-ſix centinels, and women, were 


ſwallowed up in different pada whoſe dying 


groans were heard, ſome of them four days after 


the melancholy cataſtrophy. Many houſes of the 


town were overwhelmed in their ruins, and the 
_ caſtle 
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taſtie ſuffered greatly; but was ſaved from total 
deſtruction by the vent which the exploſion forced 
gh the veins of the rock, and the countermines, 
After the loſs of the chief officers, the government 
_ devolved on lieutenant-colonel Dalbeume, of Si. 
bourg's regiment, who drew oùt a detachment of 
the whole garriſon; and with it, made a deſperate 
fally, toſhew, that they were wed yp by this 
eonvulſiye ' ſhock. The bombs from the caſtle 
played on the town more violently, and the ſhot 
galled every corner of their ſtreets; this vigorous 
defence was maintained till the arrival of the Britiſh 
fleet, a month afterwards, under. the command of 
Sir George Byng; his ſhips were, the Defiance, 
Northumberland, Eſſex, York, and Dunkirk. The 
laſt went within the line in three and a half fathom, 
as drawing, leſs water than the other; then laying 
ker broadſide to the eaſt part of the town, began io 
cannonade a battery of four guns, and two others 
raiſed under the hill, each mounted with two guns, 
and from the mole- head, a forty-two pounder. The 
wind being freſh, and a great ſwell rolling in from 
the eaſtward, the large ſhips were obliged to weigh 
their anchors, and get out of cannon- ſnot. The 
Dunkirk, Having much of her rigging damaged, 
and her ſmall bower cut, lay expoſed for ſome time 
to the ſhot, bombs, and carcaſſes of the enemy 
but at length ſhe got off. e 
The weather continuing very bad, and general 
Stanhope, who was aboard the fleet, finding the 
enemy increaſe conſiderable in ſtrength, and ſup- 
poling the garriſon by this time to be driven to 


This major- general Richards, though an Engliſhman, was an off- 
rer in the king o _ ſervice, and of the Romiſh religion; there pt- 
viſhed, beſides the officers already mentioned, fiye captains, three lieute- 
nants, 0) ty-two loldiers, all the miners, and abavt thirty peaſants, 


great 
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great extremities, ſet. a flag of truce to Chevalier 
d Asſeldt with propoſals for ſurrendering the caſtle, 
which were agreed to, and the garriſon marching out 
with the honours of war, embarked on board the 
fleet . No troops ever diſplayed a more inflexible 
firmneſs, and although the event was fatal to all the 
principal officers, yet the garriſon in general, after 
enduring all ' theſe perils, inſtead; of ſurrendering 
iſoners of war, only evacuated the placde. 
The Spaniſh and French hiſtorians, ſpeak of this 
action with all imaginable regard to the ' gatlant de- 
fence made by the beſieged. The Chevalier dA 
feldt was then in the French ſervice, and looked 
upon as the very beſt officer that court ever ſent to 
king Philip: he was an excellent engineer, and could 
diſtinguiſn at once between the difficult and the 
impracticable; and having formed a plan, purfued 
it with a ſteady and unwearied afſiduity : under him 
commanded Don Pedro Ronquillo, a Spaniſh. ge- 
neral of diſtinguiſhed merit. D'Asfeldt contrived 
and directed the mine, Ronquillo raiſed and de- 
fended the entrenchments between the caſtle and the 
ſea; each ably executed the arduous work he had 
undertaken. D'Asfeldt was very ſtrict and auſtere; 
the Spaniards, even of his own party, thought him 
cruel ; yet upon this occaſion, he not only ſhewed 
himſelf generous but humane. After having, in 
vain, urged every argument to perſuade the go- 
vernor to ſurrender, he deplored his lofs, and thar 
of his brave aſſociates, even with a tender affection. 
The Spaniards extolled this heroic. conduct, and 
called the ruined caſtle, the monument of Engliſh 
courage . n 


'* 'Burchet's Naval Hiftory, page 5538. Reflec. Milit. et. Fe- 
litiq. par le Marq. de Santa en La vm. 5. 27. 88. Mem. de M. 
de vt, Philippe pour ſervir a l·Hiſt. d!Eſpagne, Tom, II. p. 228 - 
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Nothing more of any importance happened in the 


Mediterranean this ſummer. Sir eorge Byng 
looked into Toulon, where he ſaw eight hips rig. 
ging, and one large man of war on the carreen, the 
reſt being laid: up. The incapacity. and miſconduct 
of Charles III. whilſt it ruined: his affairs in Spain, 
Ipread a languor over the operations of; the fleet in 
the'Mediterraneah. Sir George Byng therefore re- 


folved to return to England, where he arrived on 


the 25th of September, leaving Sir Edward Whit- 
taker, with a pretty ſtrong ſquadron in the Medi. 
terranean : that commander, in the bay of Roſes, 
fell in with the grand convoy, intended, for the 
French ſervice in the Lamperdan, which conſiſted 
of forty large veſſels laden with corn, and other pro- 
viſions, of which he. took thirty, and hindered the 
reſt from putting to ſea; by which the enemy waz 
greatly diſtreſſed, and king Charles's army fo. hap- 
pily ſupplied with proviſions, as to be able to keep 
the field, which otherwiſe they could not have 
ne. | i | P 

In his return from the Mediterranean, Sir George 
Byng procured an exact account of the, ſtrength, 


ſtation, and deſigns of M. de Gui Trovin, and ſent 


an account of it to the lord high admiral, who im- 
mediately forwarded it to lord Durſley, who was juſt 
returned from a cruiſe. His lordſhip was inſtructed 
to annoy the enemy as much as poſſible, and to be 


particularly careful in protecting the home ward- 


bound Weſt-India fleet, which Frouin lay in wait 
for, On the 8th day of October his lordſhip failed 


| * Some Dutch writers tells us, that admiral Whitaker, with 
fifteen ſail of men of war, entered the bay of Roſes, and deſtroyed fifty 


+ French ſhips, laden with corn. They add, that the admiral would have 


aſſiſted his Catholic majeſty in reducing. Roſes, which would have ſeft 
the enemy without a ſea- port in Catalonia; but his advice was not fol- 
lowed, which was much to the prejudice of king Charles's affairs. Di. 
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from Plymouth, with one third rate, and two fourths, 
having before detached, captain Vincent with fix ſhips 
to ſecure the Weſt · India fleet ; and ſoon after, his 
lordſhip joined that detachment, and thereby pre- 
vented the French from ſucceeding in their deſign. 
Three weeks after, his lordſhip fell in with the Bar- 
badoes fleet, and having ſufficiently. ſtrengthened 
their convoy, detached two frigates for intelligence, 
into the road of Breſt, that he might be the better 
enabled to wadertake farther. ſervice. While his 
lordſhip. was thus employed, captain Hoghes, in 
the Wincheſter, happened to chaſe a ſhip which 
proved to be a Dutch privateer, whoſe commander 
was required to ſtrike his flag, but inſtead of pay- 
ing that eſtabliſhed reſpect to the flag of England, 
he fired botk great and ſmall ſhot into the Win- 
cheſter; and being anſwered in the ſame manner, 
an obſtinate fight enſued, (though it was known the 
Wincheſter was an Engliſh ſhip of War); the Dutch 
commanding officer was killed in this. action, and 
between thirty and forty of his ſeamen “.. 
In June 1709, the Fowey frigate of thirty-two 
guns, fell in with two French ſhips of equal force, 
in the Mediterranean, to whom ſhe was obliged to 
ſtrike. On the 23d day of September, captain Han- 
way in the Plymouth of ſixty guns, brought in 
the L' Adriad, a French man of war, mounting 
forty guns, and two hundred and ſixty men. Cap- 
tain Hanway had no more hands on board his ſhip 
capable of doing duty, than were able to work as 
many guns as the enemy mounted. The Fregch 
commander, the Sieur Jacques Caſhard, with four- 
teen officers and ſeamen were killed in the engage- 


® The Dutch writers take no notice of this affair. The behaviour 
of captain Hughes, however, was not only right in itſelf, hut ſo agree- 


ale to ord Bede thr den after the admiral bgited bj lag on boar 
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ment. The Weſt-Indiz fleet; the latter end of Oc. 
tober, arriving within one hundred and fifty leapyes 
of the Lizard, under convoy of five men of war. 
was overtaken by a violent ſtorm, which diſperſed 
and ſhattered' the ſhips. The Hampfſhire and the 
Glouceſter, two of the convoy, were afterwards met 
dy M. du Gue Trouin's ſquadron, and although the 
force was extremely uneqbal, the Engliſh men 6f 
wpr "made a brave defence, by which means the 
merchantmen eſcaped. At length, after a fight which 
laſted ſeven hours, the Glouceſter, a ſiuty gun ſhip, 
and juft rebuilt, was foreed' to ſtrike, but the Hamy- 
Hhire beat the enemy off, and got fafe* into Port, in 
8 condition. On Chriſtmas day, the 
Solebay man of war, with eight merchant ſhips 
vader her convoy, bound to Lynn in Norfolk, were 
8 unfortunately calt away upon Boſtonk nock, and the 
crew of all the ſhips periſhed, except two boats full, 
whieh got ſafe aſhore . Let us now'lightly glance 
at the proceedings of the confedetate army under 

the command of Marlborough and Eugene. 


When the conferences at the Hague were ended, 
vigorous preparations were immetiately made for 
proſecuting the war. On the gth day of June 170g, 
| - *the duke of Marlborough left the Hagbe, to take 
| the command of the combined army in Flanders. 
Prince Eugene commanded under Marlborough. 
This army amounted to one hundred and ten thou- 
ſand men; the army of France, which was oppoſed 
to it, was commanded by Marſhal Villars, and wis 
ſomewhat leſs numerous. | | 
Towards the latter end of June the campaięn 
opened. Villars ocgupied a ſtrong. poſt, by which 
be covered the cities of Doway and Arras, the fe- 
| ducing of which barriers would have opened for 
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vide paſſage, into. the heart of France, 
1279 . French general in his intrenchrears 
2 thou ht an an enterprize of too great. riſk, Marl- 
borough, therefore, by.a haſty march ſar down before 
Tourbhou i #473; 
This is one of te 1 and moſt. ancient 1. 


in Flanders. It . time imimertiotis 
biect to Franc, t. l 1 9 0 bands 0 
Henry VIII. king of Engl year 1513, 8 


It was, however, reſtored five years ae through 
the intrigues and influence of Candi al Wolley, 
under the notion of 4 dower with the er Mary, ; 
who was: then an infant, but betrothed to the day- 
in f. It afterwards remained in the hands of the 
rench, for a. century, when it was. taken by the 
Spaniards; in 1618. Lauis XIV. made, himſelf 
maller of it in 1667 ; when all the {kill of Vauba, 
was exerted to render 1 70 of, the ſtrongeſt plate 

* Netherlands. town was 1inyelted o 

the 27 ch day of Jung, Conſiderable draughts had 
been made from the gartifon, which had encourag 
the duke to attempt the ſiege, Soutville, the go- 
vernor, was an able and WA co officer, bur notwith- 
ſtanding all his exertions the town ſurrendered, and 
the —— ſoon after 1. 

Marlborough then formed the deſign of beſi leging 
Mons, to prevent which 1 A 8 
very ſtrongly near the villag uet, 2 
a league diſtant from — . Cs Ne 
camp with triple trenches, and . He for it ien 
trees felled from the neighbouring woods, the ſpread» 
2 branches of which ſeemed to defy the $pproaches 
an enemy. In ſpite. of theſc precautions, the 
generals of the confederates reſolved vpon diſlodging 
the French. On the 11th of September, early in 


* See Vol. I. p. 2 Hume «Hiſt of England, Vol. IV. p. 1 
t 30th of July, n 1 2 , * 
Nn 2 | the 
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the morning, Being favourtd' by a thick fog, bat- 
teries were 2 fed in the centre and on each wing. 


About eight o'clock the weather learing' vp, the | 


attack 5 and rhe battle was maintained with 
the moſt deſperate courage on both ſides. The 
8 after being ſeveral times repulſed;” at length 
rove the F. Wo from their entrenchmente, chiefly 
by the bravery of che prince of Orange, wWho had 
— 'horſes killed umd him, and by the valour of 
the Engliſh,” headed by general 3 the earl of 


Orkney, the duke of Argyle, and other young 


noblemerr; bur the French: fought with ſuch fury, 
585 1 Doe coſt the'allies near 1 9 7 thouſand 
m n. ASD LL IDAIBTSR, 245% 


l 0 eien 5 Be field. 'Mirthal de 
Bouflers, who ſucceeded him in the co. nmand, ſuſ- 
tained the fight wick öbſtinacy. This battle was 
ne of the mot bloody, * 2 the moſt ſin- 
lar, that had been t for ſeveral ages. The 
allies remained Waere 0 e field, but the French 
retreated in good order; With the 1018 of about eight 
thouſand men. Mons ſurrendered" ſoon after “, the 

| pbſſeflion' bf Which was dearly purchaſed at the __ 
the 


ol ſo many lives. Soon after, the Operations 0 
campaign in Flanders were cloſed. 


Ihe events in the Weſt-Indies are alli the tranſ- 
8 in rhe year 1709, which refnain ts be fpoken 


Admiral Wager ended e penid Hutohins 
in the Portland, to cruiſe near Porto Bello. On 
the 3d: of May he fell in with two French ſhips of 
fifty guns each, the Coventry, which had been taken 
from the Engliſh, and the Mignon. © Captain 
TOR engaged theſe pe . two path and having 


ene Other, 1709. | LEI TS - 


killed | 
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killed the firſt captain and wounded the ſecond, on 
board the Coventry, made a great laughter amon 
her men, and brought her main - maſt by the beast 
the ſtruck. On board his own ſhip only nine were 
killed and twelve wounded. On board this prize 
were twenty thouſand pieces of eight. The Mignon 
her conſort eſcaped, ; but — ſuffered much in 
the firſt engugement, ſhe was ſuppoſed. to have ſent 
off much of her cargo on board the Coventry 
The Portland afterwards, in convoying a fleet of 
merchantmen through the windward paſſage, took: 
a French ſhip near Cape St. Nicholas worth about 
fx thouſand pounds. Captain Vernon, alſo, of the 
Jerſey, took a Spaniſh ſloop loaden with tobacco, 
ind retook from two French ſloops, a Guinea ſhip, 
with four hundred negroes. Captain Hardy of the 
Roe-buck, brought in a brigantine, partly laden 
with indigo, taken at Petit Guaves, which he met 
on the north ſide of Hiſpaniola, as He was going 
ſrom thence to Port de Pax. 

In the autumn, che tear- admiral was ordered 
home: whereupon he left captain Tudor Trevor in 
command of the men of war ſtationed at Jamaica. 
On his arrival in England he was received with great 
cordialicy, the advices from the Weſt-Indies expreſ- 
ſing full ſatisſaction in the honour and vigilance 
of this gallant officer. As it was a very uncommon 
caſe for Weſt - India planters. and merchants to be 
ſatisfied with the commander ſtationed among them, 
their manner of expreſſing themſelves concerning 
rear-admiral Wager, was the more acceptable to the 
admiralty ; and, ſays Dr. Campbell, *< clearly con- 
fotes a maxim held at a certain board, that it is 
impoſſible to ſatisfy the merchants a at © home, ot the 
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The earl of Pembroke; finding the office of lord 
high-admiral toe arduous: an employment for 2 
mind engaged in the purſuit of ſcience, and the 
Rady of aritiquity =, reſolved: to reſign. che dig 
rity to which he had bern ſo lately reſtored, 
notwithſtanding he had diſchared the duties of 
chat offfee te the general ſatisfaction of all par. 
lordſhip had refuſed a penfion-of three 
thouſand pounds a yeaty. when he quitted the 
admiralty depatement to make way for prince 
George of Benmark, at the acceſſion of queen 


Ante but it was now beſtowed upon him. The 


queen hereupon made an offer of this poſt to 
che earl of Orford & who had for ten years been 
diſengaged from public uſineſs. That nobleman 
declmed- the eee of lord high admiral, but was 
willing to accept a thare- in che direction of the 
adtmiralty. Her majeſty therefore, in the begin- 
ning of the month of November, iſſuec a com- 
miſſion, whereby ſhe appointed Edward earl of 
Orford; Sir John Leake, Sin George Byng, George 
Dodington, and Paul Methuen, eſqrs. commiſſio- 

ners, for. exceutifig- the office of lord high - admiral 
of Great Britain and Ireland. Soon after this alter- 
ation; there followed a promotion, viz. On the 
tach of November, 1709, her majeſty appointed 
Matthew Aylmer; efq; a gentleman who had been 
long laid aſide, admiral,” and commander in chief 
of her majeſty's fleet; the lord Durſley, vice - ad- 
miral z and Charles Wager, eſq; rear-admiral of the 
red. Sir John Jennings, admiral; Sir Edward 


Whitaker, vice-admiral of the white. And Sit 


* His lordſhip collected theſe ancient Statues, which are ill at Wil- 


ton, with many other remains of antiquity. 


. Aqmiral Ruſſel had been created Earl of Orford by king William 


In the year 169. 
Me # John 
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John Notris, zdmirals and John Baker, eſqi vice - 
admital of the blue r. 1 
On che 15th day of November “, the patlia- 
ment met at Weſtminſter. The queen, who on 
account of the death of the prince her huſband, 
had not gone to the houſe on the preceding ſeſſion, 
opened dhe preſent in perſon, In her ſpeech 
ſhe inveighed © againſt the ſuppoſed duplicity of 
Franee ; poke of the principal evonts af the year, 
and aſked: for freſn ſupplies to maintain the war. 
Upwards of ix millions were granted +. Towards 
ralſing of which, one million five hundred thou- 
ſand pounds was provided by means of a lot- 
. Theſe immenſe parliamentary grants aſto- 
niſhed the French nation; for while their credit 
was entirely gone, ours was in its zenith. Here- 
upon Dr. Campbell makes the following judicious 
remark. Without queſtion, if ever our credit 
ſnould fall, eicher in reſpect to money, or the re- 
putation of our government, the French will gain 
as great an aſcendency over us, as We then had 
over them 1.“ Ws. | | 
Thus far public meaſures were conducted ſmoothly 
and no vioſent party-heats impeded the fyſtem of 
foreign politics, which had been adopted through the 
war. But as the moſt important events are frequently 
produced by the moſt contemptible agents, ſo at this 
time a man ſtarted up to diſturb the public peace, who 
by being quite deſtitute of talents, and a bigot ta 
principles that were irrational and indefenſible, was 
led to ſtrike into the path of politics, which many a 
dull man beſides him has choſen without being ſo for- 
tunate as to acquire his celebrity. On the 5th of No- 
vember, a day commemorated as the anniverſary of 
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che diſcovery of the popiſh plot, and the landing of 
king William, Dr. Sacheverel preached a furious 
ſermon againſt the Whigs, before the lord- mayor at 
St. Paul's, which he printed under the title of The 
Perils of Falſe Brethren, both in Church and State.“ 
In this ſermon he ſtrenuouſſy aſſerted the high church 
notions of hereditary right, paſſive obedience, and 
non-reſiſtance; gave an odious turn to the revolu- 
tion, the proteſtant ſueceſſion, the union, and the 
toleration granted to diſſenters ; recommended the 
perſecution of them, and inſinuated, that the church 
was in danger. It is impoſſible to expreſs the fer- 
ment this raiſed in the nation. He was impeached 
by the commons at the bar of the upper houſe, and 
a day appointed for trying him before the lords at 
Weſtminſter-hall. Mean while the Tories, who all 
approved his principles, were as violent in his de- 


fence, as the parliament in his proſecution. The 


eyes of the Whole kingdom were turned upon this 
extraordinary trial, and the queen was every day 
preſent as a private fpectator. This trial laſted ſeve- 
ral days, and vaſt multitudes conſtantly attended 
him as he went to the hall, and abuſed all that would 

not pull off their hats to him, and cry out for the 
church. They proceeded ſo far as to demoliſh ſe- 


veral meeting-hovuſes, and to make bonfires of the 


materials, with loud huzzas of High Church and 
Sacheverel. The queen herſelf favoured his cauſo, 
as it contributed to the extenſion of her prerogative. 
On the 10th of March 1710, he was found guilty 
dy the lords, and ſentenced not to preach for three 
years, and his ſermon to be burned by the common 
hangman. The lenity of this ſentence was conſi- 
dered by the Tories as a victory. Indeed, if Harley 
and his confederates were not at the bottom of this 
affair, they certainly made their advantage of it : for, 
by their thus artfully applying to tbe queen's paſſion 


for the church, ſhe ſoon became the eaſy es 
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of the Tories, or rather of thoſe who wanted tg 
rule bythe means. 2D 
While the proceedings againſt Sacheverel engroſſed 
the attention of the nation, the French continued 
to ſolicit peace, and a freſh negotiation was opened 
at Gertruydenberg. Louis offered to acknowledge . 
the archduke as king of Spain, to give no aſſiſtance 
to his grandſon, but to leave him entirely to his own, 
fortune; to give four cautionary towns, to deliver 
vp Straſburg and Briſac, to renounce the een 
of Alſace, and only to keep the government thereof; 
to demoliſh all the forts between Bale and Philips- 
burg; to fill up the harbour of Dunkirk, and en- 
ticely eraſe the fortifications ef that place, which, 
had been formidable fur a confiderahle time; to 
give up to the ſtates-general Tournay, Ypres, Me- 
nin, Furnes, Conde and Mavbeuge. The emperor 
and the queen of Great Britain left the Dutch to 
negotiate. as they ſhould think proper. Buys and 
Vander Duſſel, two burgomaſters, were deputed by 
the ſtates. Theſe republicans aſſumed all the dig- 
nity. of conquerors, and treated the miniſters of one 
of the moſt haughty monarchs with all that loftineſs' 
and contempt, with which the Dutch had been 
treated in the year 1672. The Dutch now aimed 
at becoming lords of the ſeventeen provinces of 
the Low Countries, and to rule in Liege and 
Cologne. Thus it was they intended to aggrandize 
themſelves even on the ruin of their allies. The 
French plenipotentiaries even went ſo far as to pro- 
miſe that the king their maſter ſhould contribute. 
money to dethrone his grandſon Philip V. The 
Dutch negotiators, not content with that, inſiſted, 
as one of the preliminaries, that Louis ſhould en- 
gage to furniſh an army for the purpoſe of eſta- 
bliming Charles III. on the throne of Spain. Theſe 
canfetences proved as ineffectual as the former, and 
You, III. 00 France 
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France began to ſee with pleaſure the ferment which 
prevailed in Great Britain, and already formed hopes 
that a deliverance from the ruin which threatened 


her, would be brought about by thoſe violent civil 
diſſentions which debilitated her rival. 


Meanphile the operations of the campaign of 


I710, being ſettled in the Britiſh cabinet, Sir Edward 
Whitaker was recalled from the Mediterranean, and 
vice-admiral Baker only continued there with a ſmall 
ſquadron to protect the trade and aſſiſt the king of 
Spain, until a more conſiderable force ſhould be ſent 
out from England, | 
Admiral Aylmer put tp ſea with a conſidera- 
ble fleet, with which he cruiſed in the Channel, 
and eſcorted the outward-bound - merchanimen, 
Whilſt he was cruiſing. about ſixty-eight leagues 
| ſouth-weſt by weſt of the Lizard, he came in fight 
of a fleet of French merchantmen, under convoy of 
the Superbe, a French man of war of. fifty-ſix 
ns, and the Concord of thirty. Soon after this 
Tatell ence had been received, the Kent, a ſeventy 
gun ſhip commanded by captain Robert Johnſon, 
came up with and engaged the Superbe ; the action 
continued very hot for an hour, the Frenchman hav- 
ing more men on board than the Kent, and the reſt 
of the fleet being too far diſtant to afford any aſſiſt- 
ance. * At length the Superbe ſtruck; and as ſhe was 
a new ſhip and a remarkable faſt ſailer, ſhe proved 
a valuable acquiſition. Another French man of war 
of fifty-fix guns, called Le Galliard, was taken in 
the Mediterranean, by the Suffolk, captain Cleve- 
land, of ſeventy guns, one of vice-admiral Baker's 
uadron. _ | 
The command of the fleet fitted out for the Me- 
diterranean ſervice was given to Sir John Norris, 
who ſat ſail about the middle of January, and ar- 
rived at Port Mahon, on the 13th day of _— 
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He immediately diſpatched three Engliſh , and two 
Dutch men of war to Barcelona, with money for the 
uſe of Chatles, and to receive that prince's orders 
for the diſpoſition of the fleet. Soon after, the Pem- 
broke of ſixty-four guns, captain Rumfey, and the 
Faulcon of chirty-two guns, captain Conſtable, in 
ctuiſing to the ſouthward of Nice, fell in with five 
French men of war. The Thoulouſe, a ſeventy gun 
ſhip, firſt attacked the Pembroke, and in leſs than 
half an hour, two others, a ſixty-ſix gun ſhip, and a 
fifty gun ſhip bore down vpon her, and obliged her 
to ſtrike, after which the Faulton was likewiſe taken. 
Captain Rumſey was killed in the engagement, and 
one hundred and forty of the ſhip's company; her 
mizen-maſt was, brought by the board, and all her 
rigging torn to pieces before the officers agreed to 
ſurrender. . Captain Conſtable in the Faulcon had 
a ſhot through his ſhoulder, notwithſtanding which 
he never quitted the deck, neither would he ſtrike 
his flag until he had only fixteen ſound men remain- 
ing. if ſome meaſure to compenſate for this loſs, 
two Engliſh men of war, the Breda and Warſpight, 
wok a French ſixty gun ſhip called the Moor. 

Sir John Norris being at Leghorn, received certain 
advice that the duke de Turhs, a Genoeſe nobleman' 
who commanded a fleet of gallies for the ſervice of 
king Philip, had taken on board two thouſand men, 
in order to make a deſcent on the iſland of Sardinia; 
In conſequence of this, the admiral on the iſt day 
of June, detached four men of war to convoy ſome 
tranſports to Barcelona, with German recruits ; alſo 
four Engliſh and four Dutch men of war to cruiſe 
in the heights of Toulon, for a fleet expected to ar- 
rive there from the Levant; with the reſt of the con- 
federate fleet he ſailed to the aſſiſtance of Sardinia, 
having two imperial regiments on board. His ar- 
rival defeated the deſigns which had been formed on 
v | Oo 2 that 
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that iſland. _ Thoſe who were diſaffected to the Au- 
ſtrian intereſt had taken arms on the arrival of the 
duke de Turſis on their coalt; but on; the 5th day of 
June the admiral entered the bay of Tetra Nova, 
where he found four. tartanes belonging to the ene- 
my, which had landed four hundred men and ſixty 
officers, under the command of the count de Caſtello, 
After tas theſe veſſels; ſome forces were em- 
huge to $0 in ſearch of Caſtello's .party, which 
they ſoon after came up with, and obliged them to 
ſurrender at diſcretion, The neys of the arrival 
of the confederate et had occaſigned Turſis 
to leave Sardinia 3 ne take refuge in 
Ajaccio on the illand of Corſica. Thither he was 
urſued, but he not thinking himſelf ſecure in that 
harbour, quitted it, leaving eight barks, with five 
hundred ſoldiers, and the greateſt part of bis am- 
munition, artillery, and proviſions, imagining that the 
neutrality of the place would proces them, though 
he did not chooſe to riſk the 181 of his own per- 
ſon... Tre Sir John Norris did not heſitate to 
ſeize all that he could find; and fignified to the 
Republic of Genoa, that the queen of Great Bri- 
tain, .his. miſtreſs, could not but expreſs. on all oc- 
caſions the higheſt, reſentment againit them, for 
having permitted one of their ſubjects to prepare, 
in their dominions, ſuch an. armament, deſtined 
, againdt, one of the kingdoms belonging to the king 
FR ber ally; and that, looking upon their 
permiſſion, or connivance, as a breach of their neu- 
trality, he would attack the queen's enemies in all 
their harbours. The Genoeſe governor, to whom 
theſe _ repreſentations were made, anſwered with 
much ſubmiſſion; promiſed that he would not ſup- 
ply the; duke, or any that belonged to him, with 
proviſions; and moſt: earneſtly requeſted, th the 
wy mir 
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admiral would not land any troops upon the iNahdv - 
Sit John Norris, fenfible that it would be to very! | 

little purpoſe to follow the enemy to the mountains 
deffted, and failed immediately for Barcelona, where 
he arrived on the 18th of June; and theking of Spal; 
defiridg that part bf the troops might be landed in 
valencla, and that the fleet might he af ſoon as poſe 
fible at Terragona, it was reſolved" to fail thither 


ditectly, and ro leave orders for vice-adinifal Baker - 


The Cevennois being ftill in arms aguinſt the 
French king, a deſign was formed to àſſiſt them, by 
making a deſcent on the cbaſt of Languedoc. The 
troops embarked on board the fleet for this expe- 
dition, conſiſted of colonel Stanhope's fegiment, ane 
about three hundred frien from Port Mahob, Wien 
force was commanded by major general Seiſſan, d 
native of Langurdoc. On the ninth day of July, 
the confederate fleet, undet Sir John Norris and the 
Dutch admiral Somelsdyke, failed from Barceloha. 
They arrived on the 13th before the town of Cette, 
Some ſhips were directed ta batter the fort at the 
Mole-head, upon which the inhabitants tired to 
the church; and ſoon after both town and fore 
ſurrendered. The adjacent town of Adge ſufren- 
dered the next day, but the want of a ſufficient force 
to preſerve and improve theſe advantages ſoon ap- 
prey On the 17th, advice was received, that the 

uke de Roquelaure was advancing with four hun- 
dred dragoons and four thouſand militia, to recover 
the two towns. All the boats of the fleet were here- 
upon manned, and ſent to oppoſe the enemy; whilſt 
the land forces marched to meet them, which obliged 
the French general to return to Meze. The duke de 
Noailles, who was at Rouffillon, when news of the 
deſcent arrived, immediately marched with two 
thouſand dragoons, having each a foot ſoldier behind, 
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to oppoſe the invaders. 2 Ad e Was immediately 
ſurrendered, and Cette ſoon after, and the land 
ſorces reembarked on board the fleet. 
ITbe combined fleet quitted Cette on the 19th, and 
appeared before Marſeilles and Toulon. Standing 
into the road of Hierres, a French ſhip, carrying 
fiſty guns, was diſcovered under three forts, upon 
the iſland of Port- croix; ſome Engliſh and Dutch fri- 
gates were immediately diſpatched, under the com- 
mand of captain Stepney, to attack both the ſhip and 
the fortreſſes. This ſervice was performed with great 
ſpirit; and in a ſhort time the ſhip was abandoned, as 
well as the loweſt of the three forts. The boats then 
rowed eagerly to board the veſſel ; but as ſoor as the 
men had entered, the French ſet fire to a train of 
wder, which had been laid for that purpoſe, which 
blew up thirty-five ſeamen, many of whom were kill- 
ed, and the reſt wounded. Thus ended the operations 
of the fleet in the Mediterranean, for the year 1710. 
In Spain many important events turned up in the 
courſe of this campaign. The beginning of May, 
Philip V. took the field, with an army compoſed 
entirely of Spaniards. As the French king could no 
longer aſſiſt his grandſon, he had been obliged to do 
in part what his enemies tad demanded at Gertruy- 
denberg, to abandon the cauſe of Nun. by ordering 
his troops from Spain to his ow defence. Philip 
was likewiſe deprived of a general as well as troops 
from France. The duke of Orleans, by whom his 
tottering condition had been ſomewhat ſuſtained, in- 
ſtead of continuing to command his armies, was be- 
come his enemy. He even entertained hopes of ſup- 
planting him in the crown. The marquis de Bay 
commanded for Philip, whoſe army was formed on 
the borders of Catalonia, near Lerida. Count Sta- 
remberg was at the head of king Charles's troops. 


The two armies directed their route to Almenara, and 
came 
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came to à battle in the neighbourhood of that place. 
Each ſide charged with great impetuoſity, but Phi- 


lip's cavalry firſt began to give way, and his in- 


fantry was "ſoon after routed; ſo that he was ob- 
liged to abandon his artillery, and a great part of 
his baggage . Philip ſoon after paſſed the rr 
and proceeded towards Saragoſſa; he was follo 

by Staremberg; and another action happened, in 
which the Spaniards that fought for Philip were 
again defeated, and three thouſand were ſlain 1: 


the vanquiſhed retired to Tudela, in the kingdom of 


Nayarre, leaving the route to Madrid entirely open. 
In this action the Britiſh troops under general Stan- 
hope acquired great honour. It was remarked, that 
neither of the two princes who diſputed the crown of 
Spain, was preſent at the battle, though both were 
within reach of their reſpective armies. SO 

Philip was now obliged a ſecond time to reſign his 
capital to his rival; he therefore retired to Valla- 
dolid. The religious enthuſiaſm of the Spaniards, 
together with a rooted averſion to the houſe of 
Auſtria, by whonr they had been oppreſſed for 
near two centuries, was of greater fervice to the 
cauſe of Philip, than their arms. They conſidered 
Charles III. as a prince impoſed on them 'by he- 
retics; and their atrachment to his rival roſe in 
proportion to his misfortunes. General Stanhope, 
who had poſſeſſed himſelf of Madrid, was better 
calculated to defeat an enemy, than to gain the af- 
fections of the vanquiſhed. The army lived at large 
upon the people, without order, without modera- 
tion, and without diſcipline. They raiſed contribu- 
tions on private perſons; they pillaged the churches, 
and ſold publicly the utenſils of the altar. The 
ravages of the allies combining with the obſtinacy 
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- of-the Spaniards, created ſuch a dearth of * 
ſigns in Caſtile, that ſevegtęen thouſand men 
namber of which the victors conſiſted, found 9 — 
| ſelyes 3 [ob in che heart of the 


In this. deſperate tate, of Philips's affairs, 
Spaniſh ab who adhered to his cauſe, 
that ——— IP ed by the TH 
waging 


de Vendome. 1 nent who ever Gace the cloſe 
of the campaige of 1708, had -quitted. all public 
buſineſs f accepted the flattering invitation, and im- 
mediately-ſat out for Spaig. His preſence gave a new 
turn to affairs in that kingdom. He was the idol 
of the ſoldiers ; his influence therefore preſently pro- 
cured: à conſiderable army to be aſſembled ; to pro- 
vide for which, the whole kingdom chearfully con- 
tributed free gifts. Vendome knew very well how 
to avail himſelf of the ardour which he had excited; 
he dtove che conquerors from the capital, and replaced 
the fugitive King. A large reinforcement of French 
troops arrived from the duke of Berwick in Dauphine; 
ſo that his army before the end of October, amounted 
to thirty thouſand men. Another body of French 
troops, under the duke de Noailles, Which were af- 
ſembled in Rouſſillon, and had already defeated the 
_ deſigns of the confederate fleet, in ſupport. of the 
Cervannois, were now ready to enter Catalonia. 80 
entirely was the poſture of affairs in Spain inverted, 
in the courſe of a few weeks, that the allied. army 
vader Staremberg, was obliged to retreat. towards 
Portugal, whilſt general Stanhope, with five thouſand 
Britiſh, troops, marched towards Catalonia. The 
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latter ſtopped, on the 8th day of December, at a 
ful added town called Briheuga in New Cal- 
tile, where he repoſed himſelf in full ſecurity. The 
vigilance of Vendorne purſued him thither: the 
town was ſuddenly inveſted; all hopes of eſcape 
were cut off, before any danger was perceived. Stan- 
hope did every thing that a brave officer could do, 
but reſiſtance Was in vain, he and his atmy were 
obliged to ſurrender priſoners at diſcretion®. The 
count de Staremberg, apprized of the danger that 
threatened Stanhope, put his whole army in full 
match to his relief, but he arrived too late: inftead 
of extricating the Britiſh troops from the force that 
ſurrounded. them, he found himſelf reduced to the 
neceſſity of fighting the French general under very 
great diſadvantages. The duke de Vendome came 
up with the allies at Villavicioſa, about two leagues 
from the place of Stanhope's misfortune. A deſpe- 
rate action enſued f. Night at length parted the 
combatants. . The allies retreated, leaving behind 
them twenty pieces of cannon, two mortars, and 
ſome waggons of proviſions and ammunition ; they 
had three thouſand ſlain in the fight, and an equal 
number made priſoners. In Catalonia, the duke de 
Noailles made ſome progreſs, and the marquis de 
Bay who commanded in Eſtramadura, not only hin- 
dered the junction of the Portugueſe troops with 
the count de Staremberg, but extended his ravages 
and contributions into the very heart of the king⸗ 
dom of Portugal. 5 Re < 7h 
On the fide of Flanders the campaign opened 
about the middle of April. The duke of Marlbo- 
rough and prince Eugene having aſſembled the con- 
S 
phe equally fulal 10 national bonoury 2 20.3 attended with cir 


cumſtanees which ſerved more fully to exculpate the conduct of the eom- 
wander in chiet, + December 12, 1710. 
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federite army near Tourney, in the begithing of 
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rpg of France, yet the loſs of a battle would 
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we endangered the fall of the ſtate, and a vic. 


means to cut off aconvoy with military ſtores, which 
as 1 in boats up the Lys, and commanded 

y the earl of Fare His lordſhip made a re- 
olute defence, but at length the body of infantry 
which he commanded, amounting to about one thou- 
fand men, was cut to pieces, and his cavalry en- 
tirely ig erſed, after which the boats and ſores were 
taken. The French removed as much as could be 
, teen away to Ypres, which having ſecured, they 


. 


t fire to the magazine of powder, which produced 
violent an exploſion that ſome neighbouring vil- 
lages were overturned. # 

On the banks of the Rhine, langovr and inactivity 
prevailed; The force which the French maintained 
there was reduced by the neceſſary draughts made to 

ſtrengthen the army in Flanders, where the weight 
of the war lay. The Imperialiſts, however, were 
not diſpoſed to avail themſelves of the advantages 
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which this condition of the French army held forth 
to them. The elector of Hanover who had com- 
manded the army of the empire with great credit to 
himſelf, was now become tired of a poſt, in which 
he was unable to overcome that ſluggiſhneſß and 
| mech g which prevailed in the counciſs at Vienna, 
and had imparted a portion of the ſame ſpirit through 
the whole army; he therefore declined a command 
from which nothing was to be expected but difgrace. 
The war on the fide of Savoy ptoducęd no action of 
any importance. Count Thaun had ſucceeded the 
duke of Savoy in the command. He was gppoſed on 
the fide of France by the duke of Berwick, whoſe ad- 
mirable conduct ſupplied the want of an equal force. 
While theſe'undecifive events happened' abroad, 
the moſt violent 4 animoſities diſtracted tie king- 
dom. Hitherto the duke of Marlborough's influence, 
both over his fovereign and the nation, had been un- 
bounded. © His ducheſs, who was the infepatable at- 
tendant an the queen, and her boſom'canfidante, was 
eyer watchful to ſerve the interefts of the duke her 
huſband, the brilliancy of whoſe ſucceſſes had gained 
him the entire confidence of the Whigs: he had the 
treaſury at his command, by means of Godolphin, the 
lord high treaſurer, whoſe fon had married lady Hen- 
rietta Churchill, the duke's eldeſt daughter: in the 
council he had an equal weight, by means of the earl 
of Sunderland, who had married the lady Anne, the 
duke's fecond daughter, and who way ſecretary of 
ſtate, We have already taken notice of a rival to the 
duchefs of Marlborough, which ſtarted up in the per- 
fon of Mrs. Maſham. The ducheſs had fo long en- 
joyed the royal favour, that ſhe ſeemed to lay claim to 
it by a kind of preſeriptive right. The fate of na- 
tions is ftequently decided by a trivial circumſtance ; 
ſome gloves of a particular make, which the ducheſs 
refuſed the queen, and a baſan of water which ſhe with 
affected careleſſneſs let fall, in her majeſty's preſence, 
Ppz on 
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on lady Maſham's gown, gave a turn to the affairs of ; 
Europe. Harley, who ſecretly fomented this miC. 
underſtanding, was ſenſible that it was not enough 
for the queen's mind to be alienated from her former 
attachments, the diſpoſition of the nation muſt likewiſe 
be changed. Among the writers of the Tory faction, 
were many men of the firſt rank in literary merit; 
_ theſe diſplayed the avarice of the, duke of Marlbo- 
rough, and the ſelf - intereſted conduct of the Dutch: 
they inſiſted, that while England was exhauſting ber 
ſtrength in foreign conqueſts, ſhe was loſing her li- 
berty at home: that her miniſters were not content 
with ſharing the plunder of the ſtate, but were re- 
ſolved upon deſtroying its liberties alſo. The Tories 
every where ſpread the opinion that the church of 
England was in danger from the diſſenters and men 
of levelling principles. Theſe notions, which had 
been propagated ever ſince the beginning of the pre- 
ſent reign, now gained ground amazingly, by means 
of the eccleſiaſtical demagogue Sacheverel. 
Soon after the trial of that incendiary was over, the 
duke of Shrewſbury, who had diſtiqguiſhed himſelf on 
that occaſion, in the debates againſt the miniſtry, was 
appointed chamberlain, in the room of the earl of 
Kent, who had reſigned that office upon his being 
raiſed to the dignity of a duke. This promotion 
was conſidered as a prelude to the fall of the mi- 
niſtry. The ſeals were next taken from the earl of 
Sunderland® "6 | 1 
A late writer aſſerts, that when the duke of Marl. 
borough ſaw the ſtorm gathered, and ready to break 
on him and his adherents, he ſet on foot a ſecret cor- 
Teſpondence with his nephew the duke of Berwick, 
in order to procure for the Chevalier de St. George, | 
the ſucceſſion to the throne of Great Britain r; 
; | ; 
| 
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and upon the authorities which he adduces, that 
muſt reſt. wk 

On the 8th day of Auguſt the earl of Godolphin 
was removed from the head of the treaſury ; and that 
high office was held by commiſſion, the earl Powlet 
being conſtituted the chief at the board. At the ſame 
time Harley was made chancellor of the exchequer, 
and was in fact the chief ſpring of action to the new 
miniſtry. On the a iſt day of September Lord Somers 
was diſmiſſed from the preſidency of the council; and 
was ſucceeded by the earl of Rocheſter, maternal 
uncle to the queen. Boyle, the other ſecretary of 
ſtate was ſucceeded by St. John, formerly ſecretary 
of war. The duke of Devonſhire quitted his place 
of lord-ſteward of the houſhold, to make way for 
the duke of Buckingham : the earl of Orford, who 
had been but lately appointed firſt lord of the admi- 
ralty, reſigned his employment. The great ſeal, upon 
the reſignation of the lord chancellor Cowper was 
given to Sir Simon Harcourt, and the lord lieute- 
nancy of Ireland to the duke of Ormond, upon the 
reſignation of the duke of Wharton; only the duke 
of Marlborough was retained z which he owed to 
his own real conſequence, and the great ſhare of po- 
pularity which he poſſeſſed, not to any regard which 
the queen continued to have for him *. The admi- 

ot i of Ma - 
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tain are well founded, the duplicity of this ſtateſman will appear very 
evident from the following letter which he wrote to the elector of Hano» 


yer, after wards king George the Firſt, 


SIR, | | / Avguſt $0, 1710. 
IAM not able to expreſs to electoral highneſs how truly 
ſenſible I am of the great marks of confidence which you did me the 
honour of giving to me by general Bulau. I intreat your highneſs to 
be perſuaded that I ſhall endeayour to deſerve them, by an inviolable 
attachment to your intereſts, with which I confider thoſe of my country 
and of Europe as inſeparably connected. I hope there never will be 
found in England, a conſiderable number of men who can be ſeduced to 
J degree capable of ruining it, by allowing themſelves to be impoſed 
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ral commiſſioners. appointed on the reſignation o 
char of Orford, were Sir John Leake, Sir Geor 1 
Byng, Sir 25 ames Wiſhaxt; general Clarke and John 

Allie, ar » Ihe revolution itſelf, it was Juſtly 
. 


by then nenn of Mr I e 


2 at 18 in a manner to leave it A 


to hring back the pretended 7 rage op 
too much already the effects of ther bad intenti 
— — —— e of my lord denfussr this ſtep oy ined our c 
che kivgdomj aud having loſt us — 8 a N. 9 


255 atience, to converſe 5 baron de Bothmar; 
1 Ame fo * dur eleQoral highneſs does me the juſtice to 
believe, that I aft, id all thingy, after” the manner which you will 
Bo 0 to, your intererſt. 1 Hall CM to the a 
| Bus all the lights an 2 which F can, to affiſt him in 
executian of h wa foun as © hal coqmiſſion; in which I ſhall ever co- ope · 
e with en as ſoon as | regen to Englond, , Whither I ſhall re- 
=" as ſoon as the A, f cal 2 n Will permit me; with any 
Zppearapce of — * Net to be 8 ere to ewploy uletully my 
Pe mt my cxedit, and my friends, tor ad anging the Arch of yaur 
ghneſs, and of your ſerene family; and reyenting, 

the — 4 28 221 1400 ef thoſe men, = bar nt to ell 
Incipley, 2 ad to form cabals an projetie which wilt infallibly overturg 
The proe ſucceſſion, and with it, the fafety and liberty of t Fog coun · 


xu all Europe. | I am, with profound ceſpedt, fec. N 


The anſwer which the Elefor retarned to this very court! Epiſtle, is 
us follows. = wy 


My Lord, wh J Herrenbauſey, Sept. B, 2736- 


„ AM yey for your letter of the 
Auguſt, whic N a dle 2 e Row ekimonie of veal id 
e of t 


tachment to my intereſts, "that I cannot but be very 
1 likewiſe dane . grateful r your: offer of * Hee baron de 
thmar, duri is ſtay at London, with. your good advices ; for 
Which he will 3 all the deference” which is due to 2 perſon whoſe 
eat underſtanding and good intentions are equally known to me. He 
Sh do every 2 o his power to have the honour of ſeeing you be- 
fore he paſſes the fa an dae s he wall it ang wich you, it 
being very proper thac he N remain hefe, until I am informed of 


the propofals which my lord Rivers will have 10 make me. 
4 that nothipg will be capable of inducing the queen to es 
ML, of her armies from a genergl N acquitted hide] 
ſo much glory and ſo much ſucceſs, 210 d in whoſe hands 1 
win with pleaſuxe; being very lincerely, &c 1. 
* ++ Macpherſon” »CanpBapers; Vol. II. p. 18. 1 Idem, 
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About this time died Mr. George Chyrchill, brother 

to the duke of Marlborougb. He was born in 16 
was early trained to the ſea ſerviee. The duke © York 
who” was" then at the head of the navy 9 
ſome 


/ 


— 
© 


(Dd jo — 


S 58 


SPESS mat 


© > 
SN 


cd 1 of GREAT BRTTATN. 308 


obſerved, had not made ſuch a total change among 


the ſervants of the crown. * 
Onthe2 iſt dayof September 17 10, the parliament was 
diffolved, The elections were carried 6h every where 


home pecvliar tnotives for advancing this yourig mad, it 
the line uf his profelſion, fo that he obtained the command 


cf a man of war before he had reached thirty years of age. 
His preſerment did not ceaſe with the revolution, for [66m 
after he was appointed captain of a third rate, and cm! 


manded the St. Andrew in the famous battle off La H 
where he behaved very gallantly. But in aſhorttimehequitted 
the ſervice in diſguſt, and continued unemployed. until the 
year 1699, when he was appointed one of the commiſſioners 
of the admitalty, on the reſignation of the earl of Orford z 
in which poſt he continued until the earl of Pembroke was 
declared high-admirak On the aeceſſion of queen Autre, 
he was appointed one of the council to affift prince George 


of Denmark in his office of lord high-admiral, and was 


likewiſe made admiral of the blue. Whilſt: he continued 
to fit at the admiralty board, he was conſidered as the chief 
conductor of the buſineſs tranſacted there, and the inat - 


tention Which was ſhewn to the intereſts of the mefchants 


by negteAing to protect the trade of the nation from the 
depredations of Prench cruiſers, rendered him extremely un- 
— and his haughty deportment did not a little tend to 

creafe this general diſlike. | aden DIST * 
His royal bigbneſs dying on the 28th of October 1708, 
the commiſſion which impowered his councill to act, natu- 


rally determined; and thenceforward admiral Churchill led 


a private life, at a_pleaſant villa in Windſor Park, where 
he collected the fineſt aviary that was ever ſeen in Britain, 
This collection of birds, at his decerſe, he left to His tws 
intimate friends and patrons, James, duke of Ormond, in 
Arthur, earl of Torrington. He was gever married, but 
dying in very good circumftances, he left the beſt part of 

is fortune to a natural ſon. He deceaſed on the 8th of 
May 1780, in the 58th year of his age, and was buried 
with great funeral ſolemnity in the ſouth ifte of Weſtmin- 
ſter-Abbey, where a beautiful monument has been krecteꝗ 
to his memory, with an elegant Latin inſeriptin. 

| wit 
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with unuſual violence and noiſe. The mob, encou- 
raged by the new miniſtry and the Tories, became 
outrageous in. the cities and boroughs. The gene- 
ral cry was raiſed ſo effectually againſt the Whigs 
that they were excluded, wherever the votes de. 
_ pended either on the inclinatians or the caprice of 
the populace. . The new parliament. aſſembled at 
Weltminſter, on the 25th day of November, and on 
the 27th choſe for their ſpeaker a Mr. William Brom- 
ley, who was diſtinguiſhed for his attachment to the 
high church party. The queen, in her ſpeech from 
the throne, recommended the carrying on the war 
in very ſtrong terms, and the commons, in their ad- 
dreſs, aſſured her majeſty of their ſupport. Accord- 
ingly, on the 5th of December, they voted forty 
thouſand men for the ſea-ſervice, for the year 1711, 
and one hundred and twenty thouſand- pounds for 
the ordinary of the navy; on the 10th of February 
they yoted the ſum of five million one hundred and 
thirty thouſand five hundred and thirty-nine pounds 
five ſhillings and ſix-pence for the payment of the 
debts of the navy, and for ſervices performed by 
them on account of land- forces to Michaelmas 1710, 
excluſive of the regiſter- office; and on the 20th of 
the ſaid month, they reſolved, that one hundred and 
three thouſand and three pound eleven ſhillings and 
four-pence be granted for the uſe of ſuch proprie- 
tors, or inhabitants only, of Nevis, and St. Chriſ- 
topher's, who were ſufferers by the French invaſion, 
and who have ſettled, or ſhall re-ſettle, in thoſe 
iſlands “. So that the debts provided for, and the 
ſums raiſed, in the courſe of this ſeſſion, amounted 
to upwards of fourteen millions and a half +. Over 
and above theſe immenſe grants, the commons voted 
to the queen an extraordinary ſupply of five hundred 
Votes of the Houſe Commons - Chandler's debates. 
7 %. 798. 8. ay 
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thouſand pounds, for the re-eſtabliſhing the affairs 

of Spain and Portugal; four hundred and fifty thou- 

ſand pounds for giving currency to exchequer bills; 

near three hundred thouſand pounds for the extra- 

ordinary contingencies of the war ; three hundred 

and fifty thouſand pounds for building new churches; 

and nine thouſand three hundred and ſeventy-five. 
pounds, being a ſubſidy due by the late king Wil- 

liam to the eletor of Hanover, | 
The former parliament had taken into conſidera- 

tion the proceedings of the Mine-adventurer's Com- 

pany, in conſequence of a petition preferred by the 

proprietors and creditors. In the year 1704, queen 

Anne had granted a charter of incorporation to ſe- 
veral noblemen, gentlemen, and eminent citizens of 
London, for the working and managing of mines 
and minerals, and ſmelting; refining, and manufac- . 
turing the ſame. Of this company the duke of 
Leeds was choſen governor, . and Sir Humphry - 
Mackworth deputy governor, for life; to the latter 
of whom the conduct of the undertaking was en- 
tirely entruſted. After the ſcheme had been con- 
duſted. for a few years with the moſt oſtentatious pa- 
rade of ſucceſs, whillt profuſion and miſmanagement 
ſecretly involved the undertaking in immenſe debts, 
the company were obliged to ſtop payment of their 
ſcaled bills and caſh notes. It appeared to the com- 
mittee of the houſe of commons appointed to enquire 
into the cauſes of this failure, that the company had 
loſt eighty-eight thouſand pounds by banking, and 
that other large ſums had been ſquandered away upon 
ruinous projects which Sir Humphry had ſtarted. 
The houſe hereupon unanimouſly paſſed a vote of 
cenſure on the deputy, governor, . and others con- 
cerned with him in theſe male · practices, and ordered 
in a bill to prevent their leaving the kingdom, or 
alienating their eſtates. But when the proceedings 
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againſt theſe delinquents ought to have been reſumed 
by the new parliament, Sir Humphry being a warm 
retainer to high- church and toryiſmm, his miſconduct 
was overlooked, and the proceedings againſt him 
were dropped. 289 

In conſequence of an act paſſed for the better 
ſecuring her majeſty's docks, ſhips of war, and ſtores, 
commiſſioners were appointed to treat for the pur- 
chaſe of _ ſuch lands as ſhould be judged proper 
for. the better fortifying of Portſmouth; Chatham, 
and Harwich ; and proper juries were to be ſum- 
moaned, to aſcertain the juſt value of ſuch lands as 
ſhould be wanted. This plan has been fince farther 
extended to Plymouth and Milford-Haven ; and 
greater quantities of ground have been purchaſed, 
for extending and improving the ſortifications of 
Portſmouth, Chatham, and Plymouth; the 'fortih- 
cations of which, however, are ſtill thought to be 
capahle of eſſential improvement. 

The foundation of the preſent wealth and conſe- 
quence of the town of Liverpool was laid about 
this time, by an ack of parliament, which en- 
abled the corporation to place proper land-marks, 
buoys, and other directions in the port, for the 
ſafety of ſhipping, and to conſtruct a convenient 
wet dock, or baſon, therein; to effect which, a 
duty was laid on the tonnage of all ſhips trading 
ta and from that port, which was to continue for 
twenty-one: years. This impoſt has been found 
fully to anſwer the ends propoſed thereby; every 
thing conducive to the ſafety and accommodation of 
ſhipping having been completed, to the great emo- 
lament of that flouriſhing town. oor 

No ſooner were the new miniſtry formed, than the 
aſſociation had well high been broken, by an un- 
looked for event! The Abbé de la Bovurhie, a 
Frenchman; ho had aſſumed the title of marquis de 
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Guiſcard, and had fled his country for atrocious crimes, 
found means to gain the confidence of ſome men in 
power, and as we have already ſhewn®, had ſet on 


foot an expedition to the coaſt of France; which, 


however, was laid aſide as impracticable, as ſoon as 
ic was undertaken. This pretended marquis had the 
addreſs to obtain the command of a regiment, which 
having been cut off in the battle of Almanza, his 
pay as colonel ſoon after ceaſed, He thereupon ap- 
plied to the miniſtry for a penſion : his chief patron 
had all along been Mr. Henry St. John, to whom he 
recommended himſelf by a ſympathetic profligacy. 
Mr. Harley exerted his influence to prevent this 
deſperate adventurer receiving any countenance from 


the crown. Bourlie, diſappointed in his expeCta- 


tions, reſolved to repair his ruined fortunes by be- 
traying the ſecrets of the Britiſh cabinet to the court 
of France. His treaſonable correſpondence was ſoon 
diſcovered, and his letters tranſmitted to Mr. Har- 


ley. As the friendſhips between bad men are ge- 


nerally ſhort-lived, ſo that between St. John and 
Guiſcard had, by this time, converted into an im- 
placable enmity. The traitor was apprehended upon 
a warrant from the ſecretary of ſtate, and brought 


for examination before the council-board. Guiſcard, 


conſcicus of his crime, and abandoned to deſpair 
by the glaring proof which was produced, requeſted 
to ſpeak in private with Mr. St. John; but the ſe- 
cretary apprehending danger, from the wild geltures 
of the priſoner, refuſed to comply. Being.thus diſ- 
appointed of his intended revenge upon his former 
friend, he made up to Mr. Harley, and having taken 
a penknife unobſerved, ſtruck it into his breaſt 
with ſuch violence, that the point coming upon the 
bone, the blade broke ſhort off near the handle, 
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The villain, not attending to this circumſtance, 
redoubled his blows. St. John, ſtarting from his 
chair at this aſſault, drew his ſword, and wounded 
the aſſaſſin in ſeveral places; whilſt the attendants, 
who were. waiting without, hearing the uproar, hur- 
ried in, and ſecuring Guiſcard, conveyed him to 
Newgate, where he foon after died. The wound 
which Mr. Harley received proved of little conſe- 
quence, whilſt the danger he had fo narrowly eſcaped 
led his ſovereign to heap honours and emolyments 
upon him with an unſparing hand: he was ſoon after 
created a peer of Great-Bricain, by the title of earl 
of Oxford and Mortimer, and appointed Jord high- 
treaſurer, | 4 HE 
Whilſt the court of Verſailles ſaw with pleaſure 
theſe revolutions in the executive part of government 
take place in Great Britain, 3 event happened 
which tended greatly to accelerate that peace which 
along could ſave France from the total ruin which 
threatened her. On the 6th day of April 1711, the 
emperor Joſeph did at Vienna of the ſmall pox, 
in the third-third year of his age. By his will he 
bequeathed all the dominions of the houſe of Au— 
ſtria to his brother Charles king of Spain, who was 


ſoon afier elected emperor. Such an acceſſion of 


power to one prince, entirely changed the political 
ſyſtem of Europe. The war undertaken by the 
grand alliance for preſerving the balance of Europe, 
had now no longer that motive for its continuance. 
The emperor's death therefore furniſhed the Tories 
In England with a freſh argument for the re-eſtabliſh- 
ment of peace. The queen in the notification which 
ſhe made to her parliament of the emperor's death, 
concluded with ſaying, that ſhe hoped ſoon to be in 
a condition to put a happy end to the war by a laſt- 
ing and honourable peace*, But though the queen 
* Jeurnals, acth of April, :. 
i | ſecretly 
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ſecretly endeavoured to bring this about, her mini- 
ſters proceeded with great citcumſpection; they were 
ſenſible that they could not as yet publickly diſen- 
gage their miſtreſs from her alliances; hoſtilities 
were therefore ſtill carried on. 

Having now related as briefly as poſſible the im- 
portant changes which took place in the ceconomy of 
the ſtate during this ever memorable period, we ſhall 

roceed to relate the operations of the Britiſh arms 
in the year 1711. | 

The combined fleet of the maritime powers wax 
commanded by Sir John Leake. Its operations were 
confined to the defence of the Britiſh coaſt, and 
clearing the channel of French cruiſers, Sir Thomas 
Hardy, rear-admiral of the blue, was ſent with a 
ſtrong ſquadron of ten men of war to block up the 
port of Dunkirk, but notwithſtanding the vigilance 
uſed to prevent any veſſels getting out to ſea from 
that harbour, ſome ſhips found means to eſcape, 
and others entered ſafely. 279 

The rear admiral was ſoon after called off from 
this ſtation to convoy the Ruſſian fleet as far 
northward as the Orkneys, in their way to Arch- 
angel. | | 

On the 27th of June, an Engliſh man of war, 
called the Advice, commanded by Kenneth lord 
Duffus, was attacked in Yarmouth-Roads by ſeveral 
French privateers. His lordſhip engaged them with 
great bravery, and did not give up his ſhip, which 
was a fourth rate of forty-ſix guns, till all his ſails 
were torn to pieces, the ſhrouds cut away, two thirds 
of his men killed and wounded, and he himſelf had 
received five balls in his body. The eight privateers 
that took him brought the ſhip with great triumph 
into Dunkirk, where they moſt inhumanly ſtripped 
both officers and private men even of their wearing 

apparel; the inhabitants of Dunkirk, however, with 
great 
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great kindneſs furniſhed them with neceſſaries, and 
relieved them from the diſtreſs into which the bru- 
tality of their plunderers had thrown them “. 

Notwithſtanding the number of ſhips that were 
employed in the channel ſervice, yet four French 
men of war, commanded by M. Saus, having ſlipped 
out of Dunkirk, fell in with che Virginia fleet, con- 
fiſting of twenty-two ſail ; two of which were forced 
aſhore, four eſcaped, and the reſt were taken ; and 
with this booty they got ſafe back to port, notwith- 
ſtanding a very cloſe purſuit, 


The ſervice in the Mediterranean was as barren of 
events as that nearer home. The affairs of Charles 
the Third, now wore a very unfayourable aſpect, 
from the heavy misfortunes that had befallen his 
arms towards the cloſe of the laſt campaign. Sir 
John Norris, by his majeſty's direction, failed with 
the fleet to the Italian coaſt, to tranſport recruits 
from thence \ to Barcelona, On the 22d day of 
March, an engagement happened between the Severn, 
Lion and Lyme, and four French men of war, near 
Vado bay, in the gulph of Genoa, which after beicg 
maintained for two hours the Frenchmen ſheered off. 
The Lion, commanded by captain Galfredus Wal- 
Pole, was the only ſhip in a condition to purſue the 
flying enemy, and that officer had his right arm ſhot 
away in the action, forty of his men had been killed 
or wounded, and his ſhip much torn. The Exeter, 
captain Raymond, at that time coming up, joined in 
the chaſe, and overtook one of the French ſhips, 
which after an obſtinate engagement ſtruck. She 
proved to be the Pembroke, which the French a 
year before, had taken. Captain Raymond's ſhip, 
however, was ſo much diſabled that ke could not 


® Burchet's Naval Hiſtory, p. 787. 
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ſecure his prize; he was therefore under the morti- 
ſying neceſſity of parting with her, ſo that the whole 
ſquadron eſcaped. | | nor: 

In the ſpring of the year 1711, Sir John Norris 
was ſucceeded in the command of the Mediterranean 
feet by Sir John Jennings, and the duke of Argyle 
was ſent out to command the Britiſh troops in Spain. 
The fleet cruiſed for ſome time off the harbour. of 
Toulon in order to intercept the ſupplies which the 
French expected from Languedoc, as well as their 
corn fleet from the Levant. From this ſervice he 
was called off by the king of Spain, who When he 
vas elected emperor, embarked on board the admi- 
ral's ſhip at Barcelona and was landed at Genoa, 
Two rich prizes were ſoon after taken on their paſ- 
ſage from the Levant to Marſeilles, and a French 
ffry gun ſhip called the Thoulouſe, which, together 
with the Trident, a ſhip of equal force, maintained a 
deſperate fight with the Hampton court and Sterling 
caltle; of which the former bore the heavieſt part, 
and ſuffered the moſt : the Trident efcaped by ply- 
ing her oars. About the ſame time we loſt the Re- 
ſolution, a ſeventy gun ſhip, in a violent ſtorm, near 
Leghorn, where ſhe was driven aſhore, but the offi- 
cers and crew ſaved themſelves. In the ſame tempeſt 
a ſettee was loſt, freighted with a cargo valued at 
four thouſand crowns from Corſica. Fo 


In the Welt-Indies, commodore Lyttleton arriving 
the latter end of the year 1710, with a ſtrong ſquad- 
ton, took on him the command in chief, The grand 
object was, the taking the galleons; for which pur- 
poſe the Nonlueh captain Hardy, and the Roebuck, 
were ſtationed on the Spaniſh coaſt. Intelligence 
was ſoon after obtained, by means of ſome Spaniſh 
veſſels that were taken, that M. du Caſſe, with a 
irong ſquadron, had arrived at Carthagena, in order 

to 
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to convoy the galleons from thence to the Havannah, 
in their way to Cadiz. The commodore hereupon 
ſtood out to ſea on the 15th day of July 1711, and 
arriving on the coaſt of New Spain on the 27th; in the 
morning he chaſed four ſhips, and ſoon after came 
p with the vice-admiral of the galleons, and a Spa- 
mſh merchaiit ſhip. - The Saliſbury's prize, com- 
manded by captain Robert Harland firſt engaged the 
galleon, arid preſently after the Saliſbury commanded 
by captain Francis Hoſier joined in the attack : the 
commodore being now within piſtol ſhot, was pre- 
paring his broadſide, which the galleon to avoid, 
fruck her colours. She proved to be the very ſhip 
that had eſcaped from admiral Wager two years 
befote ®. The wealth ſhe had on board at this 
time was inconliderable, for du Caſſe had taken out 
moſt of the money, from ſome ſuſpicion which he 
entertained of the commanding officer ; ſo that the 
filver found on board her was chiefly private pra- 
rty. The vice-admiral received a wound by a 
finall ſhot in the engagement, of which he afterwards 
died. The merchantman in company with the gal- 
leon, was taken by the Jerſey ; ſhe carried twenty-ſix 
guns, and was laden with cocoa and wool. The 
priſoners informed the commodore, that M. du Caſſe 
had failed two days before with the fleet; and was 
no ſooner at ſea than a ſtorm ſeparated them, and 
blew thoſe ſhips into the hands of the Engliſh. Theſe 
captures were made with the loſs of one man killed 
and ſix wounded in the action. Commodore Lit- 
tleton being well aſſured that the French commander 
would proceed with his fleet to the Havannah, de- 
termined to ctuize a little to leeward-of Point Pedro 
 thoals, as the ſtation moſt favourable for intercepting 
kim before he reached that harbour; but being 


* Set page 256, 


miſled 


Far IV.] or GREAT BRITAIN. i; 
miſled by falſe intelligence given by the maſter of a 
trading veſſel which arrived at Jamaica, whe made 
oath that eighteen French men of wat had arrived 
at Martinico, the commodore returned to Jamaica 
in order ta protect that iſland; againſt which he ſup- 
poſed the force of France would be directed. Seon 
alter his arrival, he not only found that he had been 
deceived by the intelligence brought him, but tha 
M. du Caſſe had got ſafe into the Havannah, very 
ſoon after the commodore had quitted his ſtation. 
Here he found the Theſis a French man ef war 
which had been juſt taken; and ſoon after arrived 
the Weymouth captain Leſtock, with a ſmall priva- 
teer taken on the coaft of Porto Rice. The com- 
modore ſent the Angleſea, Fowey and Searborough 
to convoy the merchantmen to England; the latter 
of theſe ſhips had been taken from the French. by 
the two former, upon the coaſt of Guinea, where 
not long before the French had taken her from us. 
About this time, the French formed a'delign of 
attacking the Leeward-Iſlands, and this, with the 
natural Rrength of their own colonics; for which 
purpoſe, they aſſembled in the month of May and 
June, about two thouſand men in Martinico; theſe 
they embarked on board a large ſhip of thirty-ſix 
guns, 4 hag-boat of rwenty-four guns, ewe merehant- 
ſhips, and nine privateer ſſoops. They putts ſex. 
on the 10th of June, with an intent to land on the 
illand. of Antigua; but they were ſcarce clear of their 
own iſland, before they met with the Neweaſtle cap- 
tain Bourn, who attacked them briſkly, and, not- 
withitanding it was a calm, and they lay in ſuch a 
manner, that he could not bring his broadſide to bear 
upon them; yet, after an action of three outs, in 
which" the French loſt ſixzy-four men, he obliged 
them to relinquiſh their deſign, and avail themſelves 
of the firſt breeze to return into a port of their own 
Voi lit, - Rr iſlands. 


314 NAVAL HISTORY. -fBooxy, 


iflands. Unwilling, however, abſolutely to abandoy 
their deſign, they refitted their veſſels, and on the 
_ -16th-day of June landed near one thouſand five hun- 
dred men on the iſland of Montſerrat; they debarked 
the troops about twelve at night, and began to 
plunder the country; but being informed. that cap- 
tain Bourn ſailed from thence that day, and was ex. 
pected to return there the next, they re- embarked 
-with ſuch ſpeed, that they left ſeveral of their party 
behind them, who were made priſoners by the Inba 
bitants of the iſland. Whilſt the French were in- 
tent on theſe ſchemes, captain Leſlie of the Diamond, 
in company with the Panther, cruiſed at a ſmall 
* diſtance off their coaſt; and took three of their 
tranſports.” / 0 40 | 


In North America, the French had taken the for: 
of St. John's in Newfoundland by ſcalade ; which 
had greatly ſtrengthened. them in thoſe parts, where 
they had been before found to be too ſtrong. To 
oppoſe this enemy, a ſquadron of men of war was 
fitted out in England, conſiſting of the Dragon of 
fifty guns, commodore George Martin; the Fal- 
mouth and Cheſter fifty guns each, captains Rydell 
and Matthews; the Leoſtoff- thirty-two guns, cap- 
tain George Gordon; Feverſham thirty-ſix, captain 
Robert Paſton, and the Star bomb ketch, captain 
Thomas Rochfort. The command of the land forces 
was given to colonel Francis Nicholſon. 

This fleet proceeded to Boſton in New England. 
The colony of Maſachuſet's bay furniſhed-a body of 
land forces; and the fleet having taken on board two 
thouſand troops, ſat ſail on the 18th day of Septem- 
ber 17 10, for Port Royal in Nova Scotia, and on the 
agth the landing was effected. On the 2d day of 
October, the French garriſon capitulated, one of the 


articles of which capitulation was that the ali 
ne | | within 
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within cannon- ſhot of Port- royal ſhould remain on 
their eſtates, with their corn, cattle and furniture, 
for two years, in caſe they were not deſirous of going 
beſore that time, they taking the oaths of allegiance 
and fidelity to the queen of Great Britain. The 
term,“ within cannon-ſhot, was afterwards ex- 
ained to mean, three Engliſh miles round the fort, 
which diſtrict was from thence forth called Annapolis 
Royal, in honour of queen Anne“. A liſt of the 
names of ſuch perſons as choſe to continue there was 
delivered in to the governor, nich included four 
hundred and eighty-one perſons, male and female. 

After this ſucceſsful enter prize, the ſhips and troops 
returned to New England. The men of war and 
privateers continued to exert themſelves wich great 
ſocceſs againſt the French. The Portland and Va- 
leur took two very rich prizes, being valued at thirty 
thouſand pounds, bound from France to Newfound- 
land; but ſoon after the Valeur was ſurprized in 
harbour and taken by the French. 

In the month of Auguſt 1711, captain John Aldred 
in the Rocheſter; captain Humphry Pudner in the 
Severn, and captain George Parvis in the Portland, 
viſited all the harbours on the north fide of New- 
foundland, and ruined the French ſettlements where- 
ever they went f. | 0 

| | * See Vol. IL. p. 412. 


4 An account of the execution done by this ſquadron. 

Harhours names. French ſhips names. n. Guns. Tons. 
La Couche, La Comteſſe d' Exereux, 75 16 2co taken. 
Ditto, La Couronne, 70 14 200 burnt. 
Carouze, Le Marquis du Bay, 20 28 400 taken. 
Duto, 2 Compte de Bonrepos, 320 23 400 burnt. 
Ditto, Aigle Noire, Th 12 200 taken. 
Petit Maitre, Francois Maire, 18 250 ditto, 
Great St. Julian, Francois de la Paix, 120 30 4co ditto. 
Little St. Jolla, t. Pierre, 90 20 290 eſcaped. 


Ditto, — — 9 % aw ditto, 

All che fiſh, oil, R1ges, varts, boats, fiſhing-tackle, &c. of the above- 
mentioned ſhips teil into our hands, and were either taken or deftroyed 
by us. And the two ſhips. which eſcaped, left even their anchors and 
Gbles, and fome of their lails, behind. 
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The Engliſh miniſtry had Jong viewed with a jea- 
lous eye the ſettlements which the French had made 
in Canada. A century had elapſed ſince the foun- 
dation of the town of Quebec was laid by Champ. 
lain, but ſo ſlow. was the progreſs made by France 
ig colonization, that in the year 1626 they had only 
three wretched ſettlements ſurrounded with pales, 
the largeſt of which contained but fifty inhabitants, 
including men, women, and children. The climate 
1 5 not proved deſtructive to the people ſent there; 


though ſevere it was wholeſome, and the Europeans 


ſtrengthened their conſtitutions without endangering 
their lives. The little progreſs they made was en. 
tirely owing to an excluſive company, whoſe chief 

lelign was, not fo much to cteate a national power 
in Canada, as to enrich themſelves by the fur trade. 
The evil might haye been immediately removed by 
aboliſhing this monopoly, and allowing a free trade, 
but the Fer of the French government at that time 
did not diſpoſe it to introduce fo beneficial a ſyſtem, 
In 1662 new regulations took place in Francereſpett- 

Ing Canada. They ſent a body of troops thither to 
: defend their ſettlements from the attacks of the Iro- 
quoisIndians, a powerful nation on their ſouth weltern 
borders, whom the French had made their inveterate 
enemies by various acts of oppreſſion and tyranny. 
By the means of this force the French gradually ac- 
quired an, abſolute ſuperiority over theſe natives. A 
peace took place, which rendered the colony proſpe- 
rous. A general freedom of trade wag granted, ex- 
cept only the beaver trade which continued to be 
mohopolized, and this was indeed the ſtaple article of 
traffic. The Engliſh who had poſſeſſed themſelves of 
New Belgia, and called it New York, having eſta- 
bliſhed a trade with the Indians for furs, found the 
French traders greatly interfere with them in their 
trafic, on whieh account they attempted, 1 
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ſhewn already“, to diſlodge their rivals, but finding 
themſelves unequal to the taſk, they prevailed on 
the New Britiſh miniſtry to undertake the conqueſt 
of Canada. For this purpoſe general Nicholſon 
came to Faciand, and the fs of the expedition was 
laid in the ſpring of 1711, For this purpoſe five. 
thouſand men were brought from Flanders. The 
command of the; land forces was given · to general 
Hill, the brother of the new favourite, lady Maſham; 
Sir Hoveden Walker rear-admiral of the white com- 
manded the fleet. The naval force ſent out on this 
expedition was as follows: 


Ships. Commanders. Men. Guns. 
Torbay, Captain Moody, 50 80 
Monmouth, Mue.itchell, 400 70 
Sunderland, Gore, 365 60 | 
Diamond, Liſle, 190 40 
Devonſhire, Arris, 520 80 


Edgar, Sir Hoyenden Walker, 
ooh - Captain Soans, 11. 


Humber, Culliford, 520 80 
Montague, Walton, 365 550 
Kingſton, Winder, 365 60 
Svwiktſure, Cooper, 400 70 
Dunkirk, Butler, 365 60 


together with the Bedford Galley frigate, Baſiliſk, 
and Granada Bombs, with the Experiment, the 
bombs tende. 1 4 

There were beſides, thirty-three tranſports, with 
the regiments of brigadier Hill, colonel Windreſs, 
colonel Clayton, Colonel. Kane, lieutenant general 
Seymour, colonel Diſney, colonel Kirk, and a bat- 
talion of marines, under the command of colonel 


Vol. II. p. 47, 3 
Charles 


— 
1 
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Charles Churchill“, making, in all, upwards of five 
thouſand men, and eight tranſports and tenders be. 
tonging to the train: Fee 1. 
In April 1711, a part of this armament failed from 
Portfmouth, and in May from Plymouth. They 
took on board a ſupply of proviſions too ſcanty for 
the voyage which was before them, and great un- 
fillfulneſs was diſcovered in the choice of the ſhips 
for the expedition, which were in general too large 
for the navigation of the river St. Laurence. The 
fleet having cleared land proceeded directly for Boſ. 
ton, where much time was taken vp inlaying in freſh 
ſtores, which might with greater expedition have 
been put on board in England. In conſequence of 
this delay it was not until the 3oth day of July, that 
admiral Walker ſailed for the river St. Laurence. 
The firſt object of the expedition was the reduction 
of Quebec, which when effected, the fleet and troops 
were inſtructed to quit Canada and attempt the re- 
covery of Placenua in Newfoundland. The fleet 
and tranſports arrived off Gaſpe bay on tlie 18th day 
of Avugult, when tempeſtuous weather, and ſtrong 
currents drove them on the north ſhore among rocks 
and ſmall.:iNands, and expoſed the whole armament 
ro imminent danger of being loſt. Eight tranſport 
ſhips were caſt away, and almoſt nine hundred offi- 
cers, ſoldiers and ſeamen periſhed 1: many of 


. * Younger brother to the duke of Marlborough, and the ſame who 
took the duke of Berwick priſoner at the battle of Landen. See Vol. 


II. p. 458. 
| + The following is the ſtate of the loſs: 
Ships Names. Men. Men. "a 
Tranſports." loft. ſayed. Regiment. 
Iſabella Anne Katherine 192 9 or Colonel Wendreſle. 
Sinepna Merchant 200 30 Kune. 
Samuel and Anne * 142 708 Lieut. Gen. Seymour. 
Nathaniel and Elizabeth 10 188 — Ditto. 
Mariborough 130 30 Colonel Clayton. 
Chatham 60 oy Windreſſe. 
Colcheſter 150 ito Lieut. Gen. Seymour. 
Conte, Victualler . 
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the other ſhips were alſo miſerably ſnattered. A 
council of war was called on the 25th, compoſed 
of ſea officers, by whom 1t was unanimouſly reſolved 
that on account of the ignorance of the pilots, as 
well as the uncertainty and rapidity of the curtents, 
it was impoſſible to proceed up the river St. Lau- 
rence with the men of war and tranſports as far as 
Quebec. MEL + | 25 

The admiral hereupon brought the fleet into Spa- 
niſh river in the iſland of Cape Briton ; where on the 
$th day of September a general council of way, com- 
poſed of land and ſea officers, was held, to deliberate 
on the expediency of attacking Placentia, It was 
the opinion of all preſent that the ſeaſon was too far 
advanced to warrant ſuch an attempt. Hereupon 
the troops from New England were ſent back to that 
province, and the fleet returned to England, where 


it arrived on the th day of October, 1711 *. 


As this was the firſt expedition ſet on foot by the 
new miniſtry (although lord Godolphin had pro- 
jected ſuch an enterprize whilſt he was in power) its 
ill ſucceſs mortified them exceedingly, but its miſ- 
carriage ought to be imputed to the injudicious man- 
ner in which it was conducted. It may not be ime» 
proper to mention here, what the baron Lahontan, 
one of the firſt and moſt faithful of thoſe French 
travellers in North America, who have written ac- 


* The officers who compoſed this council of war were as follow ; 


Nav aL. . LAN D. 
Hovenden Walker I J. Hill 
oſeph Soanes Charles Churchill 
ohn Mitchell | __ William Windreſle 
. Arris | | M. Kempenfelt 
G. Walton : 8. er Clayton 
Henry Gore Kirk | 
G. Paddon | H. Diſh 
John Winder / | Richard Kane 
John Cockburn Samuel Vetch 
James Cock f 1 Sha. Walton. 


counts 
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counts of their diſcoveries, ſays, in his deſcription 
of Canada, ſo long ago as che year 1703. „here 
is,” ſays he, © a general 1 prevailing in Ca. 
nada, that their colony will ſooner of later be con- 
quered by the Engliſn. The time for fulfilling this 


Prediction was not then arrived. , 
Afew days after the arrival of the fleet at Spithead, 
the admiral's ſhip the Edgar, a third rate of ſeventy 
guns, blew up, . whilſt ſeveral hundred ſeamen were 
or board, all of whom periſhed, together with man) 
of their friends who were at that time th board, 
The admiral was fet out for London; all the commiſ- 
fion-officers were on ſhore. The ſeamen, who although 
the molt fearleſs of danger, are as much inclined to 
fuperſtitious conceits as any ſet of * whatever, 
conſidered this diſaſter as ominous to the Whole navy 
of Great Britain, becauſe it was the oldeſt ſhip in 
the ſervice, and as this ſhip derived its name from 2 
Saxon king, fo a tradition prevailed that it was ac- 
tually the ſhip in which king Edgar failed, ſome 
5 of the old veſſel being conſtantly preſerved 
very time that ſhe had been'rebulle®, _ 2 
In this month arrived in the Downs two priva- 
teers, called the Duke and Ducheſs, commanded by 


the captains Woods Rogers, and Stephen Courtney, 1 
which had been fitted out by ſome merchants at the 
| Briſtol, to cruize in the South Seas againſt the Spa- thot 

mards in the year 1708. The duke mounted thirty Ma 


guns and had one hundred and ſeventy men on board; 
the Ducheſs had twenty-ſix guns and one hundred and Ger 
fifty men. The famous captain Dampier, whoſe voy- liſh 


ages have made him known throughout, Europe, was Que 

on board one of theſe veſſels, as pilot; they failed = 

from Briſtol on the iſt of Auguſt, 1708, and having Mac 

. | ? | | * 
* Campbells Lives of the Admirale, Vol. IV. p. 199, note. See conce 
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ily.:paſſed the Straits of Magellan, they no 
of 24 ſeveral ſhips.in the 5 ſevera 
towns: alſo upon the coat; and on the 22d of. De- 
cember,..1709,. they met with, the Acapulco ſhi 
that is, the leſſer of the two ſhips which. ſhit 8 
from che Manillas to Mexico; ſhe was of che bur- 
den of four hundred tons, and carried twenty guns, 
and as many pattararoes. The action laſted about 
half an hour, and the value of the prize was about 
two million pieces of eight; the larger Acapulco 
ſhip fell alſo in their way, which they attacked two 
days ſuecefſively; but, as ſhe was of nine hundred 
tons burden, and had ſix hundred men on board, 
they found; it impoſſible to take her, which made 
them determine to return by the Eaſt-Indies. So 
that they encompaſſed the world in three years and 
to months. Theſe two ſhips, when on the weſtern 
coaſt of South America, touched on a ſmall iſland 
called Juan, Fernandez for refreſhments, - where they - 
found à Scots ſeaman, named Alexander Selkirk, 
who. had reſided on that uninhabited and unfre- 
Cum ſpot near five years. In one of theſe 

ips he came back to England, and afterwards lived 

to reviſit his long-loſt native country *,, * 


The campaign in Flanders was carried on under 
the auſpices of the duke of Marlborough, but al- 
though that general took the field the beginning of 
May, he was unable to perform any action of con- 
ſequence. Prince Eugene was called off with the 
German troops to the Rhine, a large body of Eng- 
liſh was drafted off for the ineffectual attempt upon 
Quebec, and marſhal Villars had ſo ſtrongly en- 
trenched himſelf at Arleux, that the endeavours of 
Marlborough to force him to a battle were fruſtrated: 

From the hiſtory of this recluſe, Daniel de Foe is ſaid to have 
conceived the ;den of writing the adventures of Robinſon Cruſoe, 
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' ſecretly ſent over to FrahC&to0ntitnate che difpofition 
of Great Britain. 8 ** the former king- 
dom Was reduced EE niliatin diftreſs, 
yet its mim! cha debe in The pacific 
dem Which by een Adopted by queen Tolls and 
2 new Toiniftry, chat they informed Gautier, the 
King, thei er world: Tire no more of peace by 
_ way of 'Holfand, but chat he fuld De extremely 
d to ür an! d to the War by the ifetpoſition of 
Gear Britain. THIs öde of 5 5 jon 95 4 5 
to, arid 4 memorial Ara wh up dy The court o Ver 
alles in the month & Api > che court of 
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beſſadors were preſently informed, that the Bricih 


miniſtry were ſecretly carrying on a correſpondence 


wich France to bring about a peace. The earl of 
Oxford and his colleagues were now obliged to avon 


their. deſire of peace. In the month of October, 2 


copy of the preliminary articles were delivered to 
count Galas, the Imperial ambaſſador at London, 
who immediately made them public, thereby ap- 
pealing from the government to the people. ' The 
miniſtry were ſo much offended at his conduct, that 
the ambaſſador was forbid the court, and even told 
that he might quit the kingdom. Lord Raby, upon 
this occaſion; created earl of Strafford, was ſent to 
Holland in September, to lay before the States the 
preliminary articles which had been received from 
eee eee Great Britain. The States 
ohjected in vaio, they ſent over to London M. Buys 
as their envoy. extraordinary, to repreſent to the 
queen. the ground of their diſlike. to the terms on 
which the general peace of Europe was to be reſtored. 
But neither the remonſtrances of the confederating 
powers, nor the diſcontents of the nation could ſhake 


the reſolution of Oxford and his aſſociates; ſo that 


at length a congreſs was appointed to be held at 
Utrecht, which was opened on the 12th day of Ja- 
enn 1 eb 

The parliament met on the 7th day of December; 


' . 


the queen in her ſpeech informed them of the ſteps 
which had been taken to reſtore the general tranquil - 
Ago Europe: ſhe ſpoke much of the improvement 
0 


commerce; eaſing the people, reforming abuſes, 


and attending to the internal ſtate of her kingdoms: 
ſhe aſſured her parliament that ſhe would not only 
endeavour to procure all reaſonable ſatisfaction to her 
- allies, but unite them in the ſtricteſt engagements to 


render permanent the public repoſe ;- adding, that 


the beſt way to treat with effect about a peace, was to 


make 
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make an early proviſion for carrying on the warts the 
therefore” mred the uſual fup a 

The miniſtry had ſecured a e majority in che | 
houſe of commons to ſupport their meaſures; their 


| apprehenſions of à defeat aroſe from the complexion 


of the houſe of lords, where the duke of Marlbo- 
rough had exerted his influence ſo effeually as to 
draw over eight peers from the ſide of the miniſtry 
to that of oppoſition. When the prelimitiaties came 

to be debated in that houſe, tlie oh of Nottingham, 


aacbsogh a warm ſtickler for high church principles, 


deſcanted lar xy on the inade 8 terms >which 
France offered to the allies; he concluded Wik 
moving that a clauſe be inſerted i in the addreſs that 
no peace cbuld be ſafe and honourable” which gave 
ain and the Weſt-Indies my branch of the houſe 
Bourbon. The houſe adopted this amendment ; 
and the addition to the addre $ Was carried by A. 
ed apainſt fifty. fire. 
When the eſtimates were laid vefore he hooks of 
commons, à reſolution was readily made chat forty 
thouſand ſeamen, including*erght thouſand marines, 


ſhould be employed for the Tearſervice, and that'one * = 


hundred and eighty thouſand? unds ſhould be em- 


| ployed' for the ordinary of the navy.” 'The' whole 


amount of the fupplies granted, was fix million ſix 
hundred and fifty fix thouſand nine hundred and fixty 
ſeven pounds. The houſe” likewiſe," to gratify the 
wiſhes of the miniſtry, ſat on foot charges againſt the 
duke of Marlborough and his ſecretary for pecula- 
tion, in'the contracts for bfead and bread-waggons 
for the army in Flanders, founded on the depoſition 
of Sir Solomon Medina. The duke juſtified his con- 
duct; but concerning the validity of the charge, every 
man formed his opinion according to the Pollticat 
principles Which he happened to embrace. The 
queen, however, availed herſelf of this imputation as 
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= Allen it {6 dd, a Rte of health, cht her dife 
Hended to be in ihwiiment denger, and e 
— of her mind aden u preper beat cee 
wich the organs of her bedy. 2 
THe partiamient, which W contin 40 5 be 
Föttcl hat che duke of Ma ; in reeswing 
money from the contracters for bread; und Send 
us, had Veen, ty of- enwarraineble and Me- 
2 pradtices; the houſe there upon ada reſſed the uxen 
direct her attorney- general to proſectte hm State. 
No legal pro however, was ſet on Tor; and whe 
affair away, The report of the commillicners 
of public accounts likewiſe found Mr. Robert Wal. 
pole to have been guilty of a high breach bf not 
and notorious corruption, whillt he Held the poſt of 
ſectetary ar wir ; for which he was by ſeat 
m the houſe and committed to the Tower" 
A treaty having been entered into beroden the vit. 
count Townfend and the States of the United Pro- 
vitices, by which certain towns in Flanders Were aſ- 
figned to rhe Natter as a barrier, when the war ſhould 
terminate, that treaty now became the ſubject of par- 
liamentary enquiry. Liſſe, Tournay, Menin, Douay, 
and other places firuated on the Lys and che Scheid, 
which had been thereby guaranteed to the States, and 
which France, in her former overtures for pes, had 
agreed to give up, were now thought by the pacific 
ity too great a vrrender for that kingdom te make. 
houſe therefore voted that ſeveral articles in the 
barrier treaty were deſtructive to the trade und dn - 
tereſt of Steat Britain; that the Jord Townfend 
Nad inte ither orders nor auth to conclude thi 
<4, Fnicidu 7 articles; that therefore, he WhO nego- 
ſigned the Weary; * "Wl. a * tõ 
the queen nd Kingdom, © 
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he commons next went into an examination of 
the conduct of the allies, with teſpect to their fur- 


| niſhing their proper, quotas. for the Wär. r. It ap- 
peared upon this enquiry,; that not one of the con. 


federates, except Great Britain, had fulfilled their en. 


gagements. That the emperor, in particular, who had 


molt to gain by the war, contributed the feaſt towards 


its expence. That the States of the United Provinces 
not come up in any article to the terms of their 
treaties. That the king of Portugal and the duke of 
Sav yr made a: lucrative trade of the war, by procur- 
ing from their friends thoſe advantages which they 
ought to have wreſted from their enemies. The 
commons came to various reſolutions on this im- 
portant ſubject: the princes and ſtates, who com- 
poſed the confederacy, were treated with great 
freedom in the debates. Such proceedings were 
highly reſented by the reſpective miniſters, who 
complained that the; Britiſh nation infulted their 
friends to facilitate a diſhonourable treaty with a-faith- 
leſs enemy, who preſumed todictate the terms of peace, 
after having been almoſt totally ſubdued in the war. 

The States-general-preſented a memorial to the 
queen in juſtification of their conduct in carrying on 
the war. This being printed in a London news- 
paper, gave ſuch offence to the houſe of commons, 
that the paper was voted a ſcandalous, infamous, and 
ſeditious libel, and the printer committed to priſon, 
where he continued the remainder of the ſeſſion. 
This offenſive memorial ſtated, that the grand alliance 
only ſpecifies, that all the contracting parties ſhall 
proſecute this war with their whole force; and there- 
fore, if the States have exerted the utmoſt of their 
force, they have fulfilled their engagements; but they 
inſiſt further, that the ſhips furniſhed for the North 
Sea, had been left, out, notwithſtanding thoſe [ſhips 
were for the joiat-ſervice ; and they alledge . 

it 6 that 
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that the number of ſhips which the States were to 
employ, ought to be regulated, not by the number 
actually put into ene by England, but by the 
ber that was fit and reaſonable for England to 
put into gommiſſion, or at leaſt by the number pto- 
fenen ue ppon ſerding..che. annual quotas 
for the War, Asthe States had the-paper drawn ug 
by.ordex. of, the loxds of the . admuralty, and ſigned 
by. Mr, MSRP: rcher, containitig an account o 
the Enghſh an ucch ſhips fitted out during the 
war V fo they likewiſe thought proper to add another 
hug of their gwn, which, chey profeſſed them 
Eſves ahle to make good from authentic vouchers ; 
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Whilſt che purſuit. of peace thus introduced diſ- 
cord and contention into the nation, the negotiation 
at, Utrecht met. with many weighty impediments. 
As the unexpected death of the emperor - Joſeph, 
ſeemed to enſure the repoſe of Europe, ſo other un- 
looked for deaths, at this critical junQure, threatened 
10 impede. its completion. The dauphia of France, 
| Var. III. Tt A 
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the only ſon of Louis XIV. died & the age of ty; 
his fon, the duke of Burgundy, died foon after; then 
the latter's eldeſt ſon the duke of Britatiny. | Of three 
ſons horn to the duke of Burgundy,'6nly the duke of 
Anjou a fickly infant forvived. This ſurprizing 
mortality in the rifing family of Frafce, led even 
the Engliſh miniſtry ro demand new ſecurities' for 
the ſtability of the peace, ànd for preventing 'the 
kingdoms of France and Sparii'b ing under the go 
-vyernment of the fame ſfoyerejtht> )'! 
Tbe French king was ſo well aſfured of the pa. 
cific inclinations of thoſe with wham he had to treat, 
that he even renounced al evaſſon, and rundly in- 
ſiſted on the abſolute hereditary right, by which 
8 poſſeſs their crowns, which they derive from 
Bod alone, and therefore no human compacts can 
make them void; fo that this Hhk in the chain which 
binds together the community; cannot be broken. He 
went fo far as to aſſert, that mould the king of Bpiin 
renounce his right of ſucceeding to the crown of 
France, on failure of his-elder brother's iſſue, for 
the ſake of peace, that renunciation, however ſo- 
lemnly made, could not deprive him of a right, 
which was inherently lodged in him, and which it 
was not in his power to diveſt himſelf of. After ſuch 
an open declaration of the nugatory tendency of the 
moſt ſolemn renunciation in the matter of ſucceffion 
to a crown, the acceptance.of it was an affront to the 
underſtanding of the nation. However, to colour 
over. the tranſaction, Louis XIV. wrote a letter to 
his grandſon, Philip, deſiring him in the moſt ſolemn 
manner to renounce all claim to the crown of France, 
and to transfer his contingent right therein to the 
duke of. Berry. : | Mk 
Meantime the queen of England, after ten years 
Teign, which had been crowned with glorious and 
unparralleled proſperity, found herfelf no longer 5 
2 | : Poſſe 
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ſſeſs the affectiogs of her people. _ Thoſe miniſters 
he generals through whom ſhe had been wafted along 
by a full tide of popularity, were no diſgraced, | 
their ſueceſſars, lolely attentive to theeſtabliſhment o 
themſelves, made the dignity: and "intereſts of the 
nation ſubſervient to their ambition. Queen Anne, 
who had never poſſeſſed any ſtrong mental faculties,” 
began to feel the weight of care, which now became. 
appendant to her crown, to be mare. than ſhe was | 
capable of ſupporting. . She became deſponding and 
8 Her, phy ſicians perceiving her perturba - 
tion of mind, preſcribed. palliatives for a_ diſorder, 
for. which the whole compaſs of human art is inca- 
pable of adminiſtering a radical cure. She was made 
ta believe that the moſt dangerous deſigns againſt her 
perſon and government, were formed by the Whigs; 
and thoſe wha had all along approved themſelves her 
moſt faithful bh Ts were now ſtigmatized as con- 
cealed rebels. Like her uncle king Charles II. ſhe 
choſe rather to confide in her avowed enemy the 
French king, than her on ſubjects, and even looked 
to him as a protector from the deſigns, which ſhe 
imagined were formed agaigſt her by them. The 
ſame puſillanimous ſpirit, which led her to wiſh to 
derive protection from a prince, whoſe power had 
been ſo lately broken by her arms, cauſed the pre- 
ſumptive. heir to the crown to fall under her diſplea- 
ſure, , Though ſhe could not be ſuppoſed to en- 
tertain any great affection for the prince, diſtin» 
guiſhed in England by the appellation of ** the pre- 
tender, whaſe right to the crown, if well founded, 
muſt prove her an uſurper, and who not long before 
had attempted to recover it by force of arms, yet 
the was extremly averſe to the ſucceſſion takipg 
place in a prince of the houſe of Hanover. She 
therefore propoſed to the pretender, then twenty-ſix 
years of age, that he ſhould renounce the popiſn 
„ $iv ö Tt 2 faith 
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faith to which he had hitberto adhered; which might 
enduce the Britiſh legiſlature to repeal the act of ſuc. 
ceffion' paſſed in the reign of king William 117. 
Notwithſtanding the prince was far from bring x 
rigid romanjit, yer ſtill, Fe his father, his obſtinacy 
prevailed over his ambition, and he determined to re. 
rain the profeſſion of his religion, though art the riſk 
„ 7-7 TE 2c 0 
. Beſides the great buſineſs of adjuſting the articles 
of peace, ſome other affairs which deſerve tò be men. 
tioned, fell under diſcuſſion in the two houſes. 'The 
act for a general naturalization' of all foreign proteſ. 
tants was repealed.” This law, which had been paſſed 
by the Whigs when in power, had been abways odi- 
ous to the high church party. They argued, that a8 
moſt proteſtants abroad, differed from the church go- 
ernment eſtabliſhed in England, ſo the naturalizing 
bill was calculated to increaſe the number of diſſen- 
ters in the kingdom. As furmiſes of an intended 
inyaſion had been thread, theſe contracted politiciang 
had ſtrengthened their cauſe with another argument 
far fetched and incongruous as the principles it was 
meant to ſupport.” Ihey obſeryed that by the lettet 
of the naturalization act, any frumber of foreign 
Proteſtants, how conſiderable ſoeyer, might legal 
enter the kingdom, by which means a fo 100 prick 
might become, when he pleaſed, maſter of it, by 
ſending his ſubjects before him, into a country where 


they became denizens, at the expence of a ſhilling 


# head; the common price of an oath to the go- 
vernment. That ſhould ſuch a prince, which was 
likely to be ſoon the caſe, aſcend the throne of Great 


Britain, he might, without doing any violence to the 
laws of the kingdom, enſtave the nation with an 


army of his native ſubjects. 1 


* Stuart Papers 2712, in Macpherton's State Papers, Vel II, 5. 325, 
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The emperor being now determined to ſhew his 
zeal in the common cauſe, ſent a large army inte 
Flanders, the Dutch alſo made an e im 


effort, and even furniſned beyond ——— 7 
en 


The confederates took the field in Flanders the 


of April, their army amounting to one hundred ank 


twenty · two thouſand men; at the head of the imped 
rial forces; was prince Eugene; the duke of Ormon 
now commanded the Britiſh forces, and ſuch troops 
ab were in Britiſſi pay. Queen Anne, whoſe reſent- 
ment againſt France was quite difarmed, had deter- 
mined that nothing ſhould be effected againſt that 
kingdom; otherwiſe, had Marlborough been conti- 
nued in the command, at the head of ſuch an army, 
and ſeconded by the prince of Savoy, the year 1712 
would moſt probably have diſchem France of 


ſome of her richelt provinces ; hut Ormond was ſent 


over to the continent with ſecret inſtructions not to 
a& offetifively;/ ?: ory 1641. 20% igt 

Marſhal Villars was ſtronglyentrenched behind the 
Scheld ; but the penetrating eye of Eugene, diſeo- 
vered an aſſailable quarter, by which he determined 


to attack that general. This reſolution he commu- 


nicated to the duke of Ormond, and aſked the aſſiſt· 
ance of his troops. Ormond could then no longer 
conceal the nature of his orders; he decline ſeading 
his troops on in the attempt to diflodge the French. 
As ſoon as intelligence of this event reached the 
Hague, the States ſent a temonſtrance to the court 
of London. The nation felt the indignity which had 
been eaſt upon it, the houſe of lords expreſſed their 
reſentment at the conduct of the general, but che 
miniſtry were tod deeply intrenched to regard theſe 
commoions. aid CNET ot DOUBT vogte 0 9 
Prince Eugene, although deſerted by the Btitiſn 
75 laid ſiege to Queſnoy, which ſurrendered: 
the Dutch were apptetienſive, and with reaſon, = 
4 1 
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the inaRtivity of the Briciſh commander, which was 
enly @&rprelude to a ceſſation of arms between the 
tus kingdoms, would give marſhal Villars an op- 
 . Porgunityof leading his whole army againſt prince 
| — kardin of numbers gaining ſuch an 
aſcendency, as would in a very ſhort time ftrip the 
Allies of all the advantages which hey had gained 
during the long and glorious war. They already 
ſaw themſelves expoſed in a defenceleſs ſtate, to the 
vengeance of an enemy, whom they had treated 
with haughtineſs and contempt. ,, _ 
The Engliſm plenipotentiaries at Utrecht, inſiſted, 
ag preliminary ſtep to peace, that Dunkirk ſhould 
he put into poſſoſſion of - Queen Anne, which being 
agreed to, after ſome equivocation and delay on the 
of France, Sir John Leake, who was now at the 
ol che admiralty, was ordered to convoy a body 
af troops. thither, commanded by licutenant general 
Hill, for that purpoſe, which ſervice! being per- 
emed, che fleet returned into the Downs, © 
Sir Thomas Hardy commanded the ſquadron, 
Which was ſtationed in the ſoundings; in which 
ſervice he fell in with fix French ſhips and a tartane. 
Five of: theſe he took; namely, the Griffin, a king's 
ſhip, but in the ſervice of the merchants, bound for 
La Vera Cruz; and laden with bale goods; the St. 
Eſprit, of thirty-ſix guns, and one hundred and ſe- 
ventyꝛ five men, alſo laden with bale goods, and bound 
for Cadiz, unfortunately blew up, and only the cap- 
tain and about thirty-five: of her men were ſaved; 
the Adventure of Havre de Grace, carrying twelve 
guns and forty men, bound ſor Newfoundland; the 
maſter of this veſſel produced the 9 9 — and 
282 ſuffered ro purſue his voyage; the 
lricomparable; of ſixteen guns, bound for Martinico; 
Denen OIG WO 0: 9298 Dict #7 
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and the Ruby of twelve guns, bound for St. Do- 
mingo. The ſhip that efcaped carried eight guns. 
Although theſe captures were made before any or. | 
ders were iſſued for a ſuſpenſion of hoſtilities; yet fs 
camplaiſant'wis adminiſtration to their new friends; 
the French, that after à long ſuit to obtain the oH 
demnation of the veſſels as legal prizes, the daptors 
were obliged to accept of a ſum of money, far hort 
of what they were entitled to receive c-. 
Vice admiral Baker, in cruiſing off 7 St: Maries 
in the month of February, met with a arge Spatiith 
ſhip" of  ſmity guns, which he ran aſhore the 
cbaſt of Pörtügal, the Wind blowing” too had to 
venture out the honts, ſo that the inhabitants of the 
country, taleing advantage of this ſituation; boarded 
and plundered her. She was. freighied with ſugar, 
cocoa, ſnuff, hides, and twenty thouſand pieces ot 
eight.” Ihe viee-admira} eſented a memoriat to the 
court of Portugal, ſetting forth his right to the effect 
which had been thus clandeſtinely purloined, and re- 
Forge that'they*might be delivered up; but the 
eſe miniſtry, who were never heartily in the 
of Great Britain, evaded this demand by 
og that the goods were ſo effeQually ſecrered;rhat 
it was out of the power of government to «reedver 
them. After this event, Baker cruiſed in the latitude 
of the Weſtern Iſlands, for the fleet expected from 
the Brazils, but being overtaken by a ftormy he ws 
obliged to return to Liſdon, but the Fonugvele gert 
arrived ſafely; in the Tagus, the day before the ad. 
pe returned e Dt 4 Ot tine 


. — r 
— the 


836 NAVAL HISTORY ({Boo If, 
83 {ut 3 French fleet of corn 
ſhips, io; paſs by unmoleſted, every.one of w 
berhagit. in his pomer- to take. Mhiſct che . 
ned in the Mediterranean, he eſcorted the em. 
Nich her, retinue from Saen. 10 Genoa, 

82 


SI 
an vexed thirty t ra yg rom Catalonia 
0. Ae He; afterwards carried, over the duke 

heſs fs. of Sa aVOy,! from Villa Franca to their 
new kingdom of; Sicily. - 


-;|Norejrhltanding Ae dice ice of the, peel 
| Bon. againſt. ( Canada, yet the naval commander 155 
ol, thanding well with the miniſtry, was made choice 

6. 0 een. commodore Lyttleton im the Welt, 
nenden. Walker failed 


158. On the 28th — of . 3712, Sir Ho; 
feet pf about one hundred merghant.chips unde: 


om St. Helens, ens, having 4 


| C093; {On the aach, day of, June be arrived 


2, Hmigua, where 4 violent animoſity ſubſiſted 
between the governor; and the inhabitants, which 
tbetadmixal lett in the dame condition as he found 

it, Os the Ech day of. Jug. be, arrived at Ja; 
iga, nnd ſoon after. had advice that the French 
do made a deſcent on Antigua. In order to re- 
taliate the injury intended by che expedition againſt 
Canads, « Monſieur, Caſſard had ſailed + from Tou- 
lon; with a ac ſquadron... Tie, firſt attacked 
the illand of St. — 2 is the prineipal one 
ol che cluſter of illands, called ast Verde. He 


plundered it of every thing chat could be conveyed 
aways, and. chen blew; up the fort. Hie arrived at 


Martinico in July 1712, where he gollected three 
—— Men, ang prongs, with, them to —— 


—— the reſt of the ſerilement, —— =_ but 
hearing that ſome Engliſh ſhips were on their way to 


the "I of the place, he haſtily: re-embarked his 
troops 
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mops and ſtood over to the continent, where he 
made a deſcent at Surinam, and obliged the inha- 
ditants to purchaſe their ſafety at the expence of 
eight hundred thoufand pieces of eight. "I 

All this while Sir Hovenden Walker remained in- 
ative at Jamaica, where a dreadful hurricane, which 
happened on the 29th Yay of Auguſt, not only de- 
ſolated the iftand, but did conſiderable damage to 
the men of war that lay there. Soon after which, 
an order arrived from England for the admiral to re- 
turn home, after having proclaimed a ceſſation of 
arms; and he accordingly arrived on the 26th day 
May, 1713. | | 

Thedepredations committed by Caſſard in the Weſt- 
Indies, gave great offence to the Engliſh plenipoten- 
tiaries, engaged at Utrecht in adjuſting the terms of 
peace, and would have led a miniſtry, who felt pro- 
perly for the honour of their country, immediately 
to have broken off all negotration ; but thoſe who had 
now the guidance of the helm of ſtate ſought peace 
at any rate, with all the avidity of a proſtrate power. 
The French in this inſtance, as in every other, were 
not at a loſs to evade the charge. The court of 
Verſailles denied having authorized Caſſard to act in 
the manner he had done, and declared that his in- 
ſtructions were only general, that he had diſ- 
obeyed them, and that proper ſatisfaction ſhould 
be given; which, however, was afterwards forgot. 

On the 19th day of Auguſt, an inflrument for a 
ſuſpenſion of arms for four months was ſigned at 
Paris, by ſecretary St. John, (now advanced to the 
peerage by the title of viſcount Bolingbroke) on the 
part of queen Anne, and by the marquis de Torcy 
en the part of Louis XIV. which was afterwards 
renewed for four months longer. 

Prince Eugene being now unaſſiſted by the Britiſh 
troops, ſat down before Londrecy. The troops of 

Vor. III. Uu Bran- 
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Brandenburg, the Palatinate, Saxony, - Heſſe, and 
Denmark ſtil] remained with him, and were paid by 
the Dutch. Even the elector of Hanover left his 
troops with the allies, thereby ſhewing, that though 
his family expected the crown of England, they did 
not build their hopes on any favour from the queen'. 
Villars attacked a part of the prince's army that was 
poſted at Denain; theſe he defeated, and alſo the re- 
enforcements which were ſent to ſupport them. One 
thouſand of the confederates were ſlain in the engage. 
ment; one thouſand five hundred were drowned, 
two thouſand five hundred were, taken priſoners; 
and many officers of rank fell. The conſequences 
of this victory were deciſive. Prince Eugene was 


obliged haſtily to raiſe the ſiege of Landrecy, all his 


magazines were lodged at Marchiennes, a village 
ſituated between Douay and St. Amand ; theſe were 
taken. The frontier towns-of Douay, Queſnoy, and 
Bouchain were rapidly recovered to France. The 
quren of Great Britain and her miniſters exulted at 
this reverſe of fortune in Flanders, as though France 
had been their ally and the republic of Holland the 
power they ſought to cruſh. Nothing of any con- 
ſequence happened during the campaign, either in 
Spain, Portugal, or on the Rhine. Iowards the 
clofe of the year 1712, the duke d'Aumont arrived 
at London in character of ambaſſador from the court 
of Verſailles. 

On the 31ſt day of March 1713, the long pro- 
tracted conferences at Utrecht terminated in a treaty 
of peace and commerce, which was firſt ſigned by the 
minilters of the queen of Great Britain and thoſe of 


France; after theſe, the miniſter of the duke of Sa- 


voy, and thoſe of Portugal and Pruſſia ſigned ally 
'The States of the United Provinces were the laſt who 
ſigned, the French plenipotentiaries having inſiſted 
that the 1niniſters of ſuch princes as their matter had 
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acknowledged as ſovereigns, ſhould precede the am- 
baſſadors of a republic. —The courtof Verſailles had 
now recovered its wonted ſpirit of dictation. f 
By this peace, the emperor was to have the duchy 
of Milan, the kingdom of Naples, and-the Spaniſh 
Netherlands; Sicily was to be given to the duke of 
Savoy, with the title of king; and Sardinia, with 
the ſame title, was to be given to the elector of Ba- 
varia, in lieu of his loſſes; the States were to deliver 
vp Lifle, and the little places about it: and beſides 
the places of which they were poſſeſſed, they were to 
have Namur, Charleroy, Luxemburgh, Ypres, and 
Newport; the king of Pruſſia was to have the Upper 
Guelder, in lieu of Orange, and the other eſtates, 
which the family had in Franche Comte. Philip V. 
was left in the peaceable poſſeſſion of the crown of 
Spain; but renounced all his right to the crown of 
France. The Engliſh were to have the fortifications 
of Dunkirk - demoliſhed, and to retain Gibraltar, 
the iſland of Minorca, Hudſon's Bay, Nova Scotia, 
and Newfoundland ; but the French kept poſſeſſion 
of Cape Breton, and were left at liberty to dry fiſh 
upon the coaſt of Newfoundland. The emperor 
refuſed to accede to this treaty, and reſolved to 
continue the war. e * 
Thole who juſtified the peace, againſt ſuch as urged 
the great difference that there was between the terms 
then agreed upon, and thoſe which were offered by 
France in 1709, pleaded, that the political ſyſtem of 
Europe had been ſince then en irely changed, fo that 


as ſtrong as neceſſity ſubliſted at the time of makin 


the peace, for preſcribing limits to the power of th 

houte of Auſtria, as had before led the maritime 
ſtates to league together for the purpoſe of reducing 
the overweening preatneſs of the houſe of Bourbon. 
They propheſied the revival of the age of Charles V. 


when all Europe ſeemed deſtined to bow beneath the 


Uu2: power 
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2ower of one mighty ſovereign. But in foreſceing 
theſe dangers, the alterations which had taken place 
in the condition of Europe were overlooked. The 
United Provinces, a branch lopped off from the do. 
minions of Spain, had riſen into a powerful republic; 
England too, having availed herſelf of her natural 
advantages, was able to give law on the ocean; 
France, by an acceſſion of territory, and the im- 
pProvement of the national character, had riſen to a 
degree of greatneſs unknown when Spain was at its 
meridian height. Beſides, the impoſſibility of the 
monarchy of Spain ever giving law to Europe, aroſe 
from the debilitude into which it had ſunk, pro- 
ceeding from the civil and religious ſlavery in which 
it was held, and the ſluggiſh apathy which the influx 
of the wealth of the new world had introductd into 
the country. The events which have turned vp ſince 
the ſigning this famous peace of Utrecht, ſeem fully 
to julkity the concluſion, that the repoſe of Europe 
would have been better ſecured, if the houſe of Aul- 
tria had poſſeſſed the throne of 1 with its impor- 
tant appendages, than by the ſovereignty of that 


kingdom being veſted in a branch of the houſe of | 


Bourbon, whereby the meaſures purſved by thecourt 
of Madrid have been almoſt invariably ſubſervient 
to the reſtleſſneſs and ambition of France. 
As the general principle on which the peace was 
founded, feems to have been erroneous, ſo the man- 
ner in which particular intereſts were adjuſted, be- 
trays a great want of ſagacity and foreſight. Hereby 
the boundaries between Hudſon's Bay and the north- 
ern parts of Canada were agreed to be determined 
by commiſſioners within a year, but they have not 
been ſettled to this day, although both Britiſh and 
French ſubjects are by that article of the treaty ex- 
preſsly debarred from paſſing over the ſame. Com- 
miſſioners were likewiſe to ſettle the boundaries 
2 1 bY between 
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between the other Britiſn and French colonies on 
chat continent, which likewiſe remain unſettled. 
They were-likewiſe to ſettle, according to the 
rules of juſtice, the ſatisfaction to be given to the 
Engliſh Hudſon's Bay Company, for the: damage 
done to their ſettlements, ſhips, perſons and goods, 
by the hoſtile incurſions and depredations of the 
French in time of peace; but this was never done. 
All theſe important matters remaining unadjuſted, 
the treaty was more like an agreement for à ceſſation 
of hoſtilities than for a permanent peace. 


| Farther, although all Nova Scotia and Acadie, 
with its ancient boundaries, were yielded to Great 
Britain for ever; and the ſubjects of France wer 

thereby excluded from all Kind of fiſhing 9 
ſeas, bays, &c. on the coaſt, of Nova Scotia, yer 
thoſe were never juſtly aſceftained by France; 
and the ambiguous term, ancient boundaries, 
ſeems to have been purpoſeſy introduced by: France 
to ſerve her future purpoſes. The true limits of. 
Nova Scotia are properly bounded by the ocean; 
and the bay and river of St. Laurence quitt up 
to Canada, which river we contend was che an- 
cient boundary between Nova Scotia and New 
France or Canada. Beſides the iftand-of- Cape 
Breton, which was always deemed a part of Nova 
Scotia, and which is better ſifuated for the fiſhery 
than any other part of it, and gives the French 
an opportunity to interrupt our fiſhery, and the 
communication between Newfoundland and our con- 
tinental colonies in time of war, was yielded up 
to France, as alſo all the other iſlands, both in the 
mouth of the bay and of the river Sc. Laurence. 
Although the iſland of Newfoundland, with the ad- 
Jacent ſmaller iſles and the town and fortreſs of Pla- 
centia, and whatever elſe the French poſſeſſed there, 
were yielded up to Great Britain, yer the French 
were permitted to erect ſtages made of boards and 


huts, 


— 
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| huts, ſuch as were uſual for drying fiſh during the 
ſeaſon. * So that they ſtill retained a liberty to catch 
fiſh; and to dry them on land at that part of Ney. 
foundland, which ſtretches from Cape Bonaviſta to 

the northern part of the ifland, and from thence rung 
down by the weſt fide as far as point Riche, 
Thus they retained'all the advantrges of that ſettle. 
ment, without the expence of holding forts and gar. 
riſons - r Ne ad 

The brave Catalans, in conſequence of the ſepa. 
rate peace made by Great Britain, after the moſt 
obftinate ſtruggle for their liberties againſt the united 
powers of France and Spain, were: neceſſitated to 
ſubmit to the terms of the conquerors, being aban- 
doned by queen Anne's miniſtry, contrary to the 
moſt folemn engagements and repeated affurances, 


„Lit of Engliſh ſhips loſt; or || 


* French Ships loſt, or taken. 
* en, in Queen NNE S Ar. P ** 1 
Vi aB. f Suns. Number, Guns. 
Guns. Number. Guns. {4 100 —— 4 400 
10 2 =— 6% | 9o— 88 — 720 
20 — 4 — 2 [86 — $ — 688 
60 —— 2 — 120 7 — 1— 74 
"$0 — 3 — 00 11 70 — 2 — 210 
a6 —— —— 36 ' CS . 2 wp 216 
. 128 |. 50 — 2 — 100 
40 — 30 118 — 1 — 48 
24 — 1 — 264 365 — 2 — 72 
22 —1 22 — — 3 
. — — 4 1 1——— 32 
Total 48 — 1396 30 — 2 — 60 
| $3 a 238 — 7 — 28 
| 24. — 8 — 192 
| ham; e eee 
Total 52 094 
Ci wh ys 1858 


* 
8 . 

111 7 4 hips. 1498 guns 
Zy comparing the above lift with that given in page thirty-five, of 
the comparative lois ſultained by both ſides during king William's wir, 
it will appear that the French ſuffered one third more in this war than they 
did in the lat, notwithſtanding the many engagements which happened 
in that, and only one battle at fea being fought in this. 
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The treaty of navigation and commerce, between 
Great- Britain and France, conſiſted of forty- one ar- 
ticles, the eighth and ninth of which were the moſt 
important. By theſe the high duties levied in Britiſh 
ports, upon all goods and merchandize imported 
from France, were agreed to be taken off; and all 
the privileges reſpecting commerce were to be al- 
lowed to the ſubjects of the French king, which the 
moſt favoured foreign nation enjoyed. The general 
tarif made in France in the year 1664, was agreed 
ſhould again take place. 

On the gth day of April 1713, the parliament met 
at Weſtminſter. The queen opened the ſeſſion by 
a ſpeech, in which ſhe informed the two houſes of 
the peace being ratified. The commons voted an 
addreſs of thanks, with only one diffenting voice: 
in the houſe of lords it was carried by ſeventy-etght 
againſt forty- three. | 

A day being appointed by the commons, to deli- 
berate upon the treaty of commerce, very juſt and 
weighty objections were made to the eighth and ninth 
articles. It was very forcibly argued, that a trade 
with that kingdom would prove extremely prejudi- 
cial to the woollen, ſilk, and paper manufactures; 
and, above all, to the commerce with Portugal, 
which brought annually ſo much bullion into the 
kingdom. The friends of the miniſtry deduced their 
arguments from an enumeration of the vaſt quantities 
of Britiſh commodities exported to France before the 
two laſt wars. The Whigs averred, that ſince the 
revolution, the ſtate of commerce was entirely 
changed: that France had ſet up and encouraged 
woollen manufactures of her own: that Britain had 
learned, in the courſe of. ſo many years, to accommo- 
date herſelf without the product of France: that the 
French, having the work performed ſor leſs money, 
could ſel] their goods at a cheaper rate: that _ 

no gs ritain 
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Britain even be capable of ballancing her own trade 
with France, ſhe could not prevent the latter king- 
dom from engroſſing the commerce of other countries: 
that the increaſe of the trade to Portugal, the moſt 
valuable branch of Britiſh commerce, was owing to 
the high duties, which amounted to a kind of prohi- 
bition of French wines: that ſhould the duties on 
theſe wines be reduced to an equality with thoſe on 
the wines of Portugal, the trade with that kingdom 
would be loſt; as men in general would prefer the 
wines of France, when they could be purchaſed at 
the ſame rate. Upon a diviſion of the houſe the bill 
was thrown" out by a majority of nine votes “. 
The emperor of Germany had been enduced to 
continue the war, in expectation either of the death 
of queen Anne, or of that of Louis XIV. either of 
which events. it was thought would rekindle the 
flames of war, and that the houſe of Auſtria might be 
thereby puts in poſſeſſion of the crown of Spain. 
It was plainly ſeen that the miniſtry which then go- 
verned the queen and the kingdom, would be diveſted 
of their power by her ſucceſſor, and when the French 
king, who was then broken with age and infirmities, 
| ſhould expire, France, by falling under the dominion 
of a minor, would be rendered incapable of defending 
herſelf, and could therefore render no affiftance to 
Philip of Spain. Theſe motives enduced Charles VI. 
to try the fate of another campaign on the Rhine, 
where prince Eugene commanded the Imperial army, 
againſt whom Marfhal Villars led a ſuperior force, 


wich which he reduced ſeveral confiderable places 


in the palatinate. He then croſſed the Rhine, de- 
feated general Vaubonne in his entrenchments, and 
took Fribourg before the end of the campaign. T he 
emperor, chagrined at theſe loſſes, made overtures for 


2194 againſt 185 


peace, 


cur. IV.] or GREAT BRITAIN. 345 
ce, Conferences were held at Raſtadt, between 
prince Eugene and Marſhal Villars ; and ſoon after 
a peace was ratified on both fides. ALE. 
The Britiſh parliament, having fat three years, was 
giſſolved, and writs iſſued for a general election. 
All the violence of party was exerted on this occa- WA 
ſion; and when the new houſe of commons afſem- 
bled on the 10th day of December, the Whig inte- 
reſt was found to have gained ſomething by the con- ; 
reſt, although it was till the minority. Meanwhile 
Bolingbroke, who had long been labouring to un- 
dermine the influence of the lord-treaſurer over the 
queen and the nation, had now pretty fully effected 
his purpoſe, having gained the ear of his royal miſ- 
treſs to the excluſion of his rival. Another point 
which he ſtrenuouſly laboured to accompliſh, was 
procuring the ſucceſſion to the crown ſor the pre- 
tender. Queen Anne was now lingering under a 
broken conſtitution: as the ſymptoms of her ap- 
proaching end became ſtronger, ſhe grew more anx- - 
16us for the ſucceſſion to her throne being changed 
in favqur of the chevalier de St. George. Her con- 
duct to her father now paſſed in review before her, 
and as her principles had ever given way to her am- 
bition, ſhe conlidered the death of her children 
as the ſtroke of heaven upon her for breaking 
her ſolemn promiſes to her parent. Having left her 
father in his extremity, in order to ſecure his throne - 
to herſelf and her deſcendants, ſhe looked upon her. 
childleſs ſtate as a puniſhment for her breach of 
duty“. N The 


The princeſs Anne of Denmark had written the following letter 
to her father in nis exile, but the fatcination of a crown, had quite ob- 
lierated the remembrance of it until now. | 


I have been very deſirous of ſome ſafe opportunity to make you a 
hncere and humble offer of my duty and ſubmiſſion to you; and to beg 
You will be affured, that I am both truly concerned for the misfortune 
of your condition, and ſenlible, as I ought v0 be, of my own unhappi- 
neſs, as to what you may think I have contributed te it, If wiſhes | | 
acc, could recal what is paſt, I had Jong fince redeemed my tault.' I am | 


VOL, III. X x ſenſible 
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The parliament met on the I gth day of February 
1713-14, when Sir Thos. Hanmer was choſen ſpeaker. 
The attachment of the queen to the proſcribed prince, 
brought on a warm debate in both houſes of par- 
liament, on the 5th day of April. The danger to 
which the proteſtant ſucceſſion was expoſed, was in- 
ſiſted on with great zeal in the houſe of lords. When 
the queſtion was put, whether the proteſtant ſucceſ. 
ſion was in danger, on a diviſion it was carried in 
the negative, by ſeyenty - ſix againſt ſixty- four. The 
ſame queſtion was agitated in the houſe of commons, 
and was diſpoſed of in the ſame manner, by a much 
greater majority, being two hundred and fifty-ſix 
againſt two hundred and eight. The miniſtry hay. 
ing thus tried their ſtrength in both houſes, pro- 
ceeded to exert it in the moſt tyrannical and alarm- 
ing manner. A bill was paſſed profeſſing to prevent 
the growth of ſchiſm, which was deſigned to lay the 
moſt ſevere and unjuſt reſtraints upon proteſtant diſ- 
ſenters, but the queen dying on the very day this a& 
was to have taken place, the meditated miſchief was 
averted. . N | TS EY — 

_ Whilſt civil diſſention was daily advancing to a 
dangerous height, the princeſs Sophia died at Hano- 
ver, on the 28th day of May, in the eighty- fourth 
year of her age. She was a princeſs eminently diſ- 
tinguiſhed for natural and acquired endowments, and 


ſenſible it would have been a great relief to me, if I could have found 
means ta have acquainted you earlier with my repenting thoughts. 
But I hope they may find the advantage by coming late, of being les 
ſuſpected af infincetityy chan perhaps they would have been, at any 
time betore. It will be a great addiſion to the eaſe I propoſe to my own 
mind by this plain conf: ſlion, if I am fo happy as to find it brings any 
real ſatisfaction to yours; and that you are as indulgent and ealy to 
receive my humb'e 'tubmifſions as I am truly defirous to make them, 
in a free, diſinteieſted acknowledgment of my fault, for no other end, 
but to deferve and receive your pardon. 

4% J had a great mind to beg of you to make one compliment for me. 
But fearing that the expreſſions which would b- propereft for me to 
make ug ot, might perhaps be the leaſt convenient for 4 letter, I muſt 
conten my ſeif at preſent with hoping that the bearer will be able to 
ſopply it for me. December 1ſt, 1691,” Macpher ſon's State 
Peters, Vol. J. . . he 
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engaging manners cauſed her to be much be- 
— e the fourth and youngeſt daughter of 
Frederic elector Palatine, king of Bohemia, and Eli- 
zabeth, daughter of king James I. of England. At 
her death the court of England appeared in mournin 
and her ſon the elector of Brunſwick, was prayed 
for by name, in the liturgy of the church of England, 
The great age of this princeſs would haye rendered 
her very unfit to mount a throne; ſo that her death 
at this criſis, may be conſidered as giving her fon' a 
more eaſy acceſs thereto. On the. gth day of July, 
the queen in perſon put an end to the ſeſfion,,'. 
The diſſentions in the cabinet occafioned by the 
diſputes between Bolingbroke and Oxford, now roſe 
to ſuch a height, that each party threw off the reſ- 
traints of ' decency, and deſcended to altercation and 
erfonal re flections. The lord treaſurer. made no 
cruple to declare that he could produce evidence of 
Bolingbroke being a determined Jacobite ; whilſt 
the ſecretary'on his part openly affirmed, that he had 
proofs in his, poſſeſſion, that Oxford was in the in- 
tereſt of the pretender. The public who knew the 
diſpoſitions, of both theſe ſtateſmen, for once gave 
cr:dit to the aſſertions of both. e 
In theſe conteſts Bolingbroke evidently gained 
ground on his antagoniſt. In the aſſiento treaty lately 
concluded with Spain, the queen had reſerved to her- 
ſelf the fourth part of the contract for negroes ; this 
ſhare was privately ſubdivided into ſixteen parts; five 
were deſigned to the lord treaſurer, fiye for Boling- 
broke, four for lady Maſham, and two for an Ar- 
thur Moore, the agent of the junto in this affair“. 
The earl of Oxford perceiving the dangerous ſtate 
of the queen's health, facrified an uncertain intereſt 
for certain revenge; a few days before the parliament 
broke up, the lords took into conſideration the trade 


Hanover paper in Macyperſon's State Papers, Vol. II. p. 633. 
| XX 2 to 
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to Spain and the Weſt- Indies, as ſettled by the late 
-treaty.. In the courſe of this enquiry, the lord-trez. 
ſuter joined thoſe lords, who inſiſted to hear the Spa- 
_ niſh merchants againſt the treaty : he encouraged an 
addreſs, to the queen, requeſting. her majeſty to apply 
to the uſe, of the public, her part of the profits of 
the aſſiento contract. Bolingbroke dictated an an- 
fer that gave great offence to the lords; neither 
he nor the lady Maſham could forgive the treaſurer 
or a meaſure, which in hurting their intereſt had 
deeply wounded their pride. Soon after this tranſ- 
action, the earl of Oxford was deprived of his ſtaff, 
The, fall of the lord-treaſurer was ſo ſudden and fo 
unexpected, that no plan was formed for ſupplying 
the vacancy occaſioned, by his diſgrace. The court 
was in the utmoſt confuſion; and the queen, being 
no longer able to ſupport» the burthen of govern- 
ment, ſunk into a ſtate. of, inſenſibility, and thus 
founda refuge from her anxiety in lethargie ſlumbers. 
Every method was tried to rouze her from this ſtate, 
but in vain; her phyſicians, deſpairing of her life, 
the privy: council aſſembled, when the dukes of 
Somerſet and Argyle being. informed of che deſperate 
ſtate in which ſhe lay, entered that afſembly without 
being ſummoned. The members were ſurprized at 
their appearance; but the duke of Shrewſbury 
thanking them for their readineſs to give their aſſiſ- 
trance at ſuch a critical juncture, deſired them to take 
their places. All the neceſſary precautions were 
now taken for ſecuring the ſucceſſion in the houſe of 
Hanover; and theſe noblemen ſent orders to the he- 
ralds at arms, and to a troop of liſe- guards, to be in 
readineſs, in order to proclaim the elector of Hano- 
ver king of Great- Britain. 

On the Zoth of July, the queen appearing ſome- 
what better, roſe from her bed about eight in the 
morning; and walking a little about her chamber, 


caſt her eyes on the clock, and continued to gaze 


upon 


mi 


- 


v. Car, IV:] or GREAT BRITAIN. 349 


ate upon it for ſome time. One of the ladies in waiting 

ea · begged to know what ſhe ſaw there more than uſual, 

pa- to which the queen only anſwered, by turning her 

an eyes upon her with a dy ing look. Soon after ſhe was 

ply ſeized with a fit of an apoplexy, from which ſhe 

of was, however, ſomewhat reheved by Dr. Mead's aſ- 

an- fiance. She continued all night in a ſtate of ſtupe- 

her faction; but gave ſome ſigns of life between twelve 

rer and one o'clock, and expired a little after ſeven in 

"ad the morning on the 1ſt of Auguſt 1714; in the fif- 

nf- tieth year of her age, and the thirteenth. of her 

aff, reign, 4 | 

fo Her majeſty had iſſue, by the prince of Denmark; 

ing 1. A daughter that was ſtill- born, the 12th of May 

urt 1684. 2. Lady Mary, a ſecond daughter, born the 

ing 2d of June 1685, who died in February 1690. 

rn- 3. Anne Sophia, who was born the 12th of May 1686, 

hus and died the February following. 4. Wilham, duke 

ers. of Glouceſter, born the 24th of July 1689, who. 

ite, lived to be eleven years of age. 5. The lady Mary, 

ife, born October 1690, who lived no longer than to be 

of baptized. 6. George, another ſon, who died alſo 

ate ſoon after he was born. 4% 

out Ma : 
| at Abftra of the Royar Navy, as it food at the I 
ury 0 Deatb of the Quk RN. Wn 
ſif- Rates. Number. Guns. Men. | | 
ake Firſt — 7 — 714 — 5312 

ere Second — 13 — 1170 — 7194 

of Third — 39 — 2890 — 16089 

he- Fourth — 66 — 3490 — 16058 

> In Fifth — 32 — 1199 — 4160 

no- Sixth © — 25 — 500 — 1047 

ne- hen? 182 4 49,860 

the Fire-ſhips, &c. about 50. TY g 

per, The national debt, at the time of the queen's de- 

aze miſe, amounted to about fifry millions. | 3 


The 
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The moſt memorable commercial tranſaction, gy: 
ring the earl of Oxford's adminiſtration, was the 
eſtabliſhment of the South-Sea Company. When 
the earl of Godolphin quitted the treaſury board, 3 
large debt remained unfunded, which had been cre. 
ated by deficiencies in ſupplies, and the application of 
ſubſidies to other ſervices than thoſe for which they 
were originally deſigned. When the new miniſtry 
took the lead, the holders of theſe debts were formed 
into a company. The debts unprovided for being 
liquidated at nine million four hundred and ſeventy 
one thouſand three hundred and twenty-five pounds? 
on which an annuity at the rate of fix per cent. way 
granted by an act of parliament paſſed in the ninth 
year of queen Anne's reign, until the principal was 
paid, which annuity amounted to five hundred and 
tixty-cight thouſand two hundred and ſeventy-nine 
pounds. The company were incorporated for car- 
ry in 6 on a trade to the South-Seas ; and by their char- 
ter, there was veſted in them, and their ſucceſſors, the 
ſole trade into, and from, all the kingdoms and lands 
on the eaſt fide of America, from the river Oroonoco 
to the ſouthermoſt: part of Terra del Fuego ; and 


* The particulars of which are as follow: 
Debt to the navy, old, new and deficient — — 57130, 39 


Debt to the ordnance — 154-324 
Debt to the tranſport- ſerviſe — 424,791 
Old army debentures of laſt var ä — 1,018,656 
Deficient tallies eight guliel —ͤ— — 12,024 
Proviſion for the navy, October, November, December, 1710 378,359 
Subſidies tothe duchy of Hanover, 1696 — $,000 
Intereſt on ditto, fram Chriſtmas 1910 and 11111 — 2 55 
Loans on cuſtoms, &c. eight annæ | 1,296,552 
— on _ „ acreage — 74,87 
ntere on the whole, from -Day to — — 
Chrittmas, 1712 — F — — ? 586,325 
To the year's fervice 17911 — — 500,000 
Add, for odd ſhillings and pence — — 3 
C. 954714325 


For the payment of theſe debts, the duties on wines, vinegar, tobacco, 
Eaſt-India goods, wrought pke, whals fins, and ſundry other duties 
were made perpetual, 

. on 
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on the weſt ſide thereof, from the ſaid ſouthermoſt 
part of Terra del Fuego, through the South-Sea, 
to the northermoſt part of America; and into, and 
from all the countries, iſlands, and places within the 
ſaid limits, which are reputed to belong to Spain, or 
which ſhall hereafter be diſcovered within the li- 
mits aforeſaid, not exceeding three hundred leagues 
from the continent of America, on the weſt ſide, ex- 
cept the kingdom of Brazil, and ſuch other places 
on the eaſt ſide of America, as are now in the poſſeſ- 
fion of the king of Portugal, and the country of 
Surinam, in the poſſeſſion of the States-general. 
And to give the greater ſanction to the ſcheme, the 
ſaid company, and none elſe, were to trade within the 
faid limits; and if N other perſon ſhould trade to 
the South-Seas, they forfeited. the ſhip and goods, 
and double value: one fourth part to the crown; 
another fourth part to the proſecutor; and the other 
two fourths to the uſe of the company. The 
company were made ſole owners of the iſlands, forts, 
&c. which they ſhould diſcover within the ſaid limits, 
to be held of the crown, under the annual rent of 
an ounce of gold, and of all ſhips taken as prizes, 
by the ſhips of the ſaid company; and the company 
might ſeize; by force of arms, all other Britiſh ſhips 
trading in thoſe ſeas. I he ſtock of this corporation 
was to ariſe, from the ſubſcription of theſe public 
debts, and the ſum of eight thouſand two hundred 
and ſeventy- nine pounds was granted for the charges 
of management. The governor and directors of the 
new company had power, by their charter, to make 
any call not exceeding ten per cent. ior the proſecu- 

tion of this trade. | J 
A contract then ſubſiſted between Philip of Spain 
and the Guinea Company of France, commonly called 
the Aſſiento Treaty, by which the Spaniſh ſettlements 
in South-America were ſupplied with negroes, the 
term 


” — 


- 
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term of years for which this agreement was made 

expired in 1713, and when a general peace was ne. 
gociating, the court of Madrid agreed to make thejr 
aſhento treaty with Great Britain inſtead of France, 
who had really {uſtained great loſſes by executing the 
contract, although the Engliſh were buoyed up with 
the hope of making immenſe gains thereby. 

The aſſiento contract ſtipulates, in the firſt place, 
that from the firſt of May 1713, to the firſt of May 
1743, the company ſhall tranſport into the Spaniſh 
Weft-Indies, one hundred and forty-four thouſand 
negroes of both ſexes, and of all ages, at the rate of 
four: thouſand eight 8 negroes every year; 
that for each negroe the aſſientiſts ſhall pay thirty- 
three one-third pieces of eight, in full for all royal 
duties; that the ſaid aſſientiſts ſhall advance his Ca- 
tholic majeſty two hundred thouſand pieces of eight, 
vpon the terms preſeribed in the contract; that twice 
à year they ſhall pay the before- mentioned duties of 
four thouſand negroes, his Catholic majeſty giving 
them the duty on the other eight hundred, to balance 
their riſk, and extraordinary expences ; that his Ca- 
tholic majeſty, and the queen of Great Britain ſhall 
each be concerned a quarter part in the ſaid trade, 
and ſhall be allowed a quarter of the profits, which 
ſhall be accounted for, by the affientiſts, upon oath. 
That during this period, neither the French Guinea- 
company, nor the ſubje&s of any crown, hall have 


any{licence to import negroes; and in caſe they ſhould 


import them, they ſhall be conſidered as contraband, 
and the company ſhall have power to confiſcate them, 
with many other clauſes for the ſecurity of-this trade. 


The king of Spain. alſo licenſed two ſhips of fix | 


hundred tons each, for carrying merchandize the firſt 
year to the northern ports of the Spaniſh Weſt - In- 
dies, beſides an annual ſhip of five hundred tons: 
but no ſhip failed during this reign; we ſhall * 

8 | | ore 


* 
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fore reſume this ſubject under the next reign, and 
proceed to take notice of the ſtate of commerce du- 
ring the reign of queen Anne. 


By a report made. in the houſe of commons in 
1709, the revenue of the cuſtoms of Great Britain, 
at that time, appears to have been as follows: 


6:07 . 
The groſs amount of the cuſtoms — 2,319,340 
Deduct 

Salaries and incidents 152,184 12 1 
Debentures or draw; | | 
backson foreign — » 
— for * W 36,027 "0 
Allowance for damages} ,._ __ 
and oyer- entries — } $7073 15 © 
P Dai nne * 
1 0 * to — 3,368 19 6 

D 965,837 
Net roduce of the cuſte for th . | 
190g — — e {1,353,483 


The net amount of the cuſtoms of England, from 
the year 1700 to 1714, both incluſive, appears. to 
have been as follows: . 

Vor, III. 1 5 | 1700 


America into England, at a medium 
of ten years, ending in 1708, is 
given by Dr. D'Avenant, at pounds 


weight per year 


. =. 
* 


Exported OP a like medium 18 


'® Anderſon on Commitcd, Vol. H. p. 268. 
ROO of accounts, part, page 323. 
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| 'L; 
; ts — 15479460 
1701 _ 1,637,809 
2702 —, 1,285,605 
1703 — 1,206,349 
1704 * 1,401,390 
| 175 5 — 1,139,277 
A. 1706 6 * 1,311,856 
1707 — 1, 192,081 
1708 2 1,351,536 
1709 yur 1,55 33483 
1710 — 1,208,292 
1711 — 15 253,598 
1712 _ 1,315,423 _ 
1713 B .- 15617" -- 
1714 . 1,714,139 
20, 291,468 
AE fa et provi dhe 
The importation of tobacco from 


28,858,666 


1 7,5 98,007 


I 14,260,695! 


4 Report to the com- 
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In æ repreſentation made by the Eaſt-India Corti 

to the houſe of commons, in the tenth year of 

queen Anne's - reign, againſt the laying; additional 
duties un ſaoh- commodities! as that company im- 
ported from the eaſt; it was aſſerted, that the com+ 
pany annually ſhipped from their ſettlements, about 
one hundred and fifty thouſand pounds value in 
woollen goods, and other Engliſn produd'tt. 

By an act of parliament paſſed in the ninth year 
of queen Anne, cap. 10, the former laws for eſta- 
bliſning poſt- offices in both kingdoms of England 
and Scotland were repealed, and one general poſt- 
office, as well as one general poſt · maſter, thereby 
appointed for the united kingdom; and alſo a chief 
letter · office was erected at Edinburgh, Dublin, New- 
Vork, and the Weſt-Indies. By the ſame act the 
rate of poſtage was augmented; what before paid 
two-pence, was now advanced to three- pence; and 
for double letters ſfix-pence. The penny poſt-office 
eſtabliſhed within London, Weſtminſter, Southwark, 
and parts adjacent, is firſt mentioned in this ſtatute. 
It appears by this act, that the groſs amount of the 
poſt- office revenue, ending at Michaelmas 1710, 
was — — 111,461,17,10 
the net amount of the three laſt } _ 


years is laid down by Dr. D'Ave- 56,664, 19,10“ 
nint, alt — — — 

As the progreſſive wealth and improvement of the 
nation may ſafely be inferred from the increaſe of this 
branch of the revenue, it may be thought curious to 
remark, that when a general- poſt-· office was firſt eſta- 
bliſhed in England, in the year 1660, it then brought 
in a revenue of twenty-one thouſand pounds a year, 
which is ſuppoſed to have been the amount after con- 


tingent expences had been defrayed. In the courſe of 


„ 


* New Dialogues. 
17 2 fifty-- 
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fifty-one years, we find the net revenue to amount 
to fiſty-ſix thouſand ſix hundred and ſixty- four 
ounds; and ſeven years after that, (in the year 1718) 
| eg a printed report to the houſe of commons, the 
medium then was,  fixty-two thouſand pounds for 
England, and two thouſand pounds for Scotland: ; 
ſurprizing increaſe ! N bom. 22 
The balance accruing to England from her foreign 
trade, during the war, or the merchandize exported 
to foreign parts, exceeded the imports by two mil. 
lion three hundred eighty- nine thouſand eight hun. 
dred and ſeventy-two pounds: which ſum England 
may be ſuppoſed to have gained every year by her 
foreign commeree *, | 
In November 1711, the prices of the public 
ſtocks were as follo- / 
Eaſt- India ſtock 1244 
Bank ſtock 1113. 
South-Sea ſtock 77 f. 
Royal African ſtock. 4. 


By an act paſſed in the 12th year of queen Anne's 


© reign, (cap. 16.) the legal rate of intereſt was re- 


. duced from ſix to five per cent. in which act the 
word uſury is made uſe of to expreſs the legal intereſt 
of money lent according to its ancient ſignification, 
although that term is now commonly applied to il- 
legal or exorbitant intereſt only. | 
Another act of parliament paſſed the ſame ſeſſion f, 
provides a public reward for ſuch perſon or perſons 
as ſhall diſcover the longitude at ſea, This bill was 
brought into the houſe at the joint petition of Mr. 
Whiſton and Mr. Dutton, founded on the opinions 
of Sir Iſaac Newton and Dr. Halley, By this act, 
the board of admiralty, the ſpeaker of the houle of 


®* Wood's Survey of 'T;ade. , £ + 12th Anne, ſeſſion 2. cap. 15. 
; com mons, 
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at officers, by virtue of their 
offices, and other perſons therein named, are conſti- 


commons, and other on 


tuted commiſſioners for” trying and judging of all 
propoſals, experiments and improvements relating 


to che longitude, and any five of them are empow- 


ered to act. Theſe heing ſatisfied of the probability 


of the diſcovery, are directed to certify their opinion 


to the commiſſionets of the navy, who are empow- 
ered to make out a bill for any ſum, not exceeding 
two thouſand pounds, as the commiſſioners of the 
longitude ſhall think neceſſary for making the expe- 
riments; who ſhall report how far they have ſuc- 
ceeded. The ultimate reward for the diſeoverer of 


the longitude, if he determines it to one degree, or 


geographical miles, is fixed by this ſtatute at 

ten thouſand pounds; if two thirds of a degree, fif- 
teen thouſand pounds, and if half a degree twenty 
thouſand pounds. has 
About this time, (1714,) the emperor Charles VI. 


firſt granted commiſſions to ſhips fitted out at Oſtend, 


for trading to Eaſt-India, whereby great quantities 
of Eaſt-India goods were brought to Europe, which 
very much interfered with the Engliſh and Dutch 
Companies. Moſt of theſe interloping ſhips, as well 
as their commanders and ſecret projectors, were 
nevertheleſs procured from England and Hol- 
land. Some ſhips under the emperor's commiſ- 
ſion were fitted out at Liſbon and Leghorn. Loud 
complaints were carried to the court of Vienna by 
the Engliſh and Dutch, but no redreſs could at that 

time be obtained. ' | | 
In the year 1712, the French king granted a pa- 
tent to. his ſecretary the Sieur Anthony Crozat, for 
fifteen years, of the whole commerce of all the king's 
lands in North America, lying between New France 
on the north, Carolina on the eaſt, and New Mex- 
ico on the welt, down to the gulph of Florida, by 
the 


— 
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the name ef 'Lovifiine,'® In the preamble co this py 
tent, the French king fays, that having in the yeat 
1692 given erders to the” Sieur de la Salle to make 
diſeo of the country above deſeribed, he ſuc- 
ceeded 10 well as to leave it beyond a doubt, that x 
communication might be opened between the bay of 
Mexico and New France, by means of certain vaſt 
rivers. The firſt ſettlement which the French had 
made im thoſe parts, as it was only at the mouth of 
the river Miſſiſippi, was an encroachment upon Spain 
alone, it being within the limits of Florida; but by 
the grant to Crozat, Louis declared without diſguiſe 
his deſign of joining Louiſiana to New France, ot 
Canada, and thereby hemming in the Engliſh colo- 
mies ſituated between the river Miſſiſſippi and the 
fea eaſt ward: and ſuch was the ſupineneſs or inca- 
Pacity of the Engliſh miniſtry, that they made noop- 
poſition to a grant, by which the foundation was 
laid for eſtabliſning the power of France on the ruin 
of that of England in America. e | 
% Crazat, ſays the Abbe Raynal, © was one of 
thoſe” men born for great enterprizes. He poſſeſſed 
a ſuperiority of talents and fentiments which ena- 
bled him to undertake the greateſt actions, and con- 
deſcend to the leaſt for the ſervice of the ſtate; whilſt 
he wiſhed to derive all his fame from the glory of his 
country. The ſoil of Louſiana was not the object of 
this active genius. He could not be ignorant of its 
barfennefs, nor did it ever appear that he had any 
idea of attempting to improve it. His intention was 
to open commuications both by land and ſex with 
Old and New Mexico, to pour in all kinds of mer- 
chandiſe into thoſe parts, and to draw from thence 
a great quantity of piaſtres. The place he had aſked 
for, appeared to him to be the natural and neceſſary 
mart for his vaſt operations: and all the ſteps taken 
by his agents were regulated upon this noble * 
ut 
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But being undeceived by ſeveral fruitleſs attempts, 
he relinquiſhed his ſcheme, and in 1717, reſigned 
his privilege to a company whoſe ſucceſs aſtoniſhed 
the world.” 

In the courſe of this reign, the city of St. Peters . 
burgh was erected, under the direction of the Czar of 
Muſcovy, Peter the great. That extraordinary man, 
having conquered from Sweden the fine provinces of 
Livonia, Ingria, and Carelia, formed a deſign of 
opening a Fee and new communication between 
Ruſſia and the Baltic Sea; he therefore laid the de- 
ſign of erefting a new metropolis and. emporium 
at the mouth of the river Neva, from whence he 
might more commodiouſly awe his enemies of the 
north, and open a communication with the reſt of 
Europe by means of che Baltic, by a much ſhorter 
and caurſe than from. Archangel... He therefare 
brought thither a vaſt number of. labourers and arti- 
ficers from all parts of his vaſt empire ; many thou- 
ſands of whom are ſaid to have pttiſhed through cold, 
hunger, and diſtempers, in that ſwampy ſpot; not- 
withſtanding which, in the courſe of ten years, he 
ſurmounted all obſtacles, and having through his deſ- 
potic ſway, obliged his nobility, merchants, artizans. 
and others to erect and inhabit houſes in this new 
city, and alluring thither many ſea-faring people 
from Livenia and other parts, by a proſpect of ad- 
vantage, he gave it the name of St. Peterſburgh, 


which very ſoon became a large and populous chy. 


By the erection of this new mart of trade, the port of 
Archangel in the White Sea, to which upwards of 
ane hundred ſhips from England, Holland, France, 
and Hamburgh uſed annvally to reſort, has greatly 
decliged in its commerce. 
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reer. Deanb of Charles XII. of Sweden — Regula. 


tions reſpefting the Gold and Silver Coin—Diſpate 
with Spain—CoudutF of Cardinal Alberoni—Cap-_ 
' ture of the Spaniſh Fleet—Gallant . Bebaviour of 
 Gaptain George Walton— Proceedings in Parlia- 
nen. ar declared againſt Spain — Imports of 
Great-Britatn—ReduFion of the Intereſt on ibe Na- 
tional Debt—Origin of the Sinking Fund —South- 
| Sea Company's firſt Annual Sbip Iron imported from 
Virginia-—Cvinage at the Tower. 172 


K 
— — I 


| H E acceſſion of the elector of Hanover to 
the Britiſh throne, on the death of his couſin 
1 queen Anne, again gave the nation a par- 
liamentary king, in oppbſition to the flaviſh doctrine 
of divine” indefeſible right Fh event was brought 
about by a ſtatute made in the twelfth year of king 
William III. for limiting the ſucceſſion of the crown; 
by which, after the death of the queen, then princeſa 
Anne, without iſſue, it was to paſs to the moſt illuf-" 
trious houſe of Hanover, as the next proteſtant heirs: 
for the princeſs Sophia, electreſs dowager of Hano- 
ver, was daughter to the queen of Bohemia, Who, 
before her marriage with the elector Palatine, was 
ſtiled the princeſs Elizabeth of Great-Britain, daugh- 
ter to James VI. of Scotland, and I. of England; 
in whom united all the hereditary claims to the Im- 
perial crown of theſe realms. But, the princeſs So- 
phia dying a very little while before the queen, 
George-Lewis, elector of Hanover, her ſon, became 
heir of this crown, on the demiſe. of queen Anne, 
and was ' accordingly called to the ſucceſſion, in the 
manner directed by another ſtatute paſſed in the 
ninth year of her majeſty's reign. For, by that law, 
the adminiſtration of the government, immediately 


on the queen's death, deyolved on ſeven perſons 


named in the act, in conjunction with as many as 
Yor, * Se 2 2 the 


. 


_ _ — 
— 2 _— 
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ner directed by that lag. | 
|  Rerkley ſailed with a ſquadron of fixteen men of wir 
jeſty, where he was joined by eight ſhips of the ſtares. 
the coaſts and the channel, admiral Wager was ſent 
_ down to Portſmouth, and Sir Thomas 
mouth, to equip ſuch ſhips 


his public entry into the city of London on the goth 


the head of the army, was ſucceeded by the duke of 
_ Cowper; the privy ſeal. to the earb of Wharton; lord 
Tauiſend and Mr. Stanhope were appointed ſecreu- 


pftivy council was appointed, and the: earl of Not- 


Sir George Byng, George Dadington, Efq; Sir I aun 
Jennings, Sir Charles Turnor, Abraham Stanyan, 


ſoon after, Sir Charles Wager, rear-admiral-of the 


= 
Cu 


* 
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the ſucceſſor ſhould think fit to appoint, in the mar. 


On the iyth day of Auguſt, 1774, the earl cf 


and fix yachts for Holland, in order to attend his ma. 


IL. 


general, under rearadmiral Coperan ; and to fecure 


Hardy to Pl. 
as were fit for-fervics. 
The king arrived ſoon after in England, and made 


day of September. That deſtructive miniſtry which 
had diſgraced the nation, facrificed its eſſential inte. 
reſts to their own: ambition, and who: might juſtly be 
compared for their pernicious meaſures to the cabal 
miniſtry under the ſecond Charles, were i 

diſmiſſed. The Tories found no countenance from 
the new king. The duke of Ormond, who was u 
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Marlborough. The great ſeal, was given ta lord 


ries of Rate; Mr. Pultney was made fer at wa 
and Mr. Walpole paymaſter w the army. A ner 


tingham declared preſident. The board af admiralty 
was totally changed. Inſtead! of Thomas cart df 
Stafford, Sir John Leake, Sir William Drake, Jobs 
Aiflabie, Eſq; Sir James Wiſhart, and Dr. John 
Clarke, wha were there on the demyſe: of the late 
queen, his majeſty: appoigted Edward earb af Orford, 


and George Baillie, Efqrs. In the month of Novem- 
ber, Matthew Aylmer, Eſq; was declared: admiral 
and commander in chief of his. mazeſty's fleer ; and 
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red, was ſent to relicve Sir James Wiſhart, in the 
Mediterranean“. 


A new 


he firſt 


; one hundred and ninety-ſeven thouſand eight 
hundred and ninety-fiz pounds ſeventeen ſhillings 
and ſix-pence far the ordinary of the navy; and two 
hundred and thirty- ſe ven thouſand two hundred and 


the navy and. rebuilding of ſhips. Theſe large ſums 
| he necefiary, becauſe, at this juncture, 
the fleet of Great-Britain was very much decayed ; 
and it was foreſeen that, notwithſtanding the peace 
ſo lately concluded, new diſputes were likely to ariſe, 
which might require freſh armaments. 
The new parlament paſfed an aft for enlarging: 
the fund of che bank of England, relating parccu- 
larly ta exchequer bills, This was commonly cated 
the aggregate fund, though not applied to conſtitute 
apart of the general ſinking. fund for leſſening the 
national debts, uatib three years after. By anvther 
act of the ſame ſeſſion, the capital ſtock: and yearly 
fund of the South-Sea Company were enlarged. 


The following is 2 liſt of the naval commanders at the acceſſibn of 
king George I. | 
Sr. John Leake, Knt. rear-admiral of Grtat- Britain. 
py — = w—M Eſqz admiral and commander in chief of his ma- 
jeſty'vfleee; | 
Sir James Wiſhart, Knt. admiral of the white ſquadron. 
Sir John Norris, Knt. admiral of the blue. 
ames'carl of Berkley, vice-admiral of the red. 
Edward Whitaker, Kut. vice-admiral of the white. 
ohn Baker, Eſq. vice -admiral of the blue: 
ir Charles Wager, Knt. rear-admiral of the red. 
dir Hovenden Walker, rear - admiral of the white. 
dir Hardy; Kt. rear-admiral of the blue. 
£23 before 


parliament wee: ſanmitadd, and- met at | 


en thou 


ſeventy- ſeven pounds for the extraordinary repairs of 


Veen Anne had informed her parliament, a littie 


„ 
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before her death, that her quarter part of the aſſiento 
contract with Spain, was delivered up to the South. 
Sea Company, but this not having been formally 
conveyed, king George confirmed that grant ſoon 
after his acceſſion, as alſo of four ſhips, two of which 
were for the purpoſe of carrying out the company 
goods, factors, &c, the other two were ſhips of war to 
eſcort them thither. Theſe ſhips ſailed to America 
the beginning of the year 1715. The port to which 
the company were allowed to trade, and at which 
to ſettle. factories, were Panama in the South Ses, 
Porto Bello, Carthagena, and Vera Cruz in the At- 
lantic Ocean, Buenos-Ayres on the Rio de la Plata, 
and the port of Havannah in the iſland of Cuba; 
beſides their inland ſub - factories in New Spain, and 
their agents at Jamaica, as well as at Cadiz and 
Madrid in Old Spain, 

A bill was brought into the houſeof commons for 
the better regulation of the charter 'and proprietory 
governments in America, and of his majeſty's plan- 
tations there. The principal ſcope of which was for 
the reducing all the proprietory charter- government 
into regal ones. Ever ſince the death of Charles II. 
when the proprietory colonies began to be conſider- 
able, and more eſpecially ſince the revolution, the 
adminiſtration. had it in contemplation to purchaſe 
from the proprietors their territorial rights. Over- 
tures were therefore made, and a treaty, was ſet on 
foot with William Penn for the purpoſe of his fine 
province of Pennſylvania. He- demanded twenty 
thouſand pounds, and queen. Anne in council, re- 
ferred the matter to the conſideration of the Jords of 
the treaſury. The terms were at length agreed upon, 
and twelve thouſand pounds was the price to be paid 
for that province; ſoon after which the proprietor 
was ſeized with an apoplexy, which prevented the 


completion of the bargain, until by the queen's order 


2 bill ſhould be brought into parliament for that aſe 
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Wdilſt that bill was depending in parliament; 
— Joſhua Gee and others, who were mortgages 
under Penn, petitioned the houſe of commons for 
relief, and in diſcuſſing the buſineſs, ſuch difficulties 
atofe as occafioned the bill to be thrown” out. 


prietor ſhewed'a great reluctance to alienate his poſ- 
feflions. The guardians of lord Baltimore, then a' 
minor, petitioned: the houſe that Maryland might be 
excepted in'the grant of American provinces which 
the bill was deſigned to convey. The revenue ariſing 
from the civil government of that province, they 
ſtated to amount to three thouſand pounds per an- 
num. A like petition was preſented by the agent 
for the province of Maſſachuſet's Bay and Connec- 
ticut; the former of which repreſented that it de- 
rived its charter from king James I. which was after- 
wards confirmed by king Charles I. whereby the go- 
vernor and company of the-Maffachuſet's Bay are 
empowered to appoint their own officers, civil, and 
military, with other privileges. It ſet forth that in 
the reign of James II. their charter was vacated, at 
the ſame-time that many corporations in England 
were disfranchiſed ; that after the revolution, king 
William reſtored the charter, only reſerving to him- 
felf the appointment of a governor, lieutenant go- 
vernor, ſecretary, judge of the admiralty, and the at- 
torney general, which charter the province then en- 
joyed. They therefore humbly conceive that the 
charter of their province, being on the ſame footing 
with the corporations in England, it ſeems equally 
hard tq diveſt them of it, as it would be to disfran- 
chife the corporations at home. They farther urged 
that the province had given a valuable conſideration ' 
to the crown for their charter, viz. the ſubduing and 
planting a wilderneſs, at a vaſt expence, and with 
the loſs of many lives, whereby they had added a 
large territory to the crown, as well as greatly in- 
; creaſed | 


When the fubject came now to be revived, each pro- 82 


. 
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creaſed the trade and commerce of Britain. Thy, 
they had at no time abuſed the power which they 
_ poiſe, by exerciling it in an oppreſſive and un. 
 warrantable manner, 82 was alledged Againk: 
the lords 223 of Carolina, and cauſed this 
bill to be bieught into parliament) neither have 
they neglected the defence of the inhabitants, but 
on the contrary have well defended both — 
and their peighbours in a long French and Indian 
war; and their ordinary charge for guards, garri- 
ſans, guardſhips, &c. has been thirty-five thou. 
and pounds one year with anather. And though 
hereby the province has contracted a debt of one 
hundred and ar thouſand pounds, yet they do 
not complain, —— they durdenſome ta the 
crown, but it off yearly by degrees; but 
ern their chatter, no co 
tion can be made ſor it, whereas im the caſe. 
prietory governments, an equivalent can * 
the but here it cannot be, becauſe the 

vileges are not veſted in particular perſons, but 
in the body of the people. The petition of the co- 


lony of Connecticut was exactly ſimilar. Petitions 


were alſo preſented: in behalf of the duke of Beav- 
fort and the lord Craven, both minors, to be heard 
by council againſt the paſſing of the: ſaid bill, they 
being conſiderable proprietors. in Carolina and the 
Bahama Iſlands. As alſo from the agent of Rhode 
Iſland and Providence plantation in New England, 


_ theſe were referred; to the committee to whom the 


bill was committed, and maſt probably occaſioned 

the bill to be drappod 

A miſundenſtanding bad ſor ſome time ſuhſiſted be- 
tween. Sweden and the maritime powers: the Swedes 

complained that Great, Britain and Holland: fur- 

niſhed the Czar with! ſhips: and warlike ſtores, in 


* Anderſon on Commerce, Vol. II. p. 265. 


conſe- 
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equence of which, the Swediſh took 
_ ſhips in the Baltic belonging to the Englith 


| and Dutch merchants. The miniſters of Englund 


and the States-genexal had preſented memorials to the 
regency of Sweden, but not being able to procure 
redreſs, both States reſolved to protect their trade by 
force of arms. Sir John Norris, admiral of the blue, 
was appointed to this ſefvice, with 4 fleet of twenty 
fail, and under him Sir Thomas Hardy, rear- adm - 
ral of the blue, eighteen of theſe were ſhips of the 
line, together with the Mermaid frigate of thirty-tw@. 
and the Drake ſloop, which carried ſixteert. * 

On the-18th day of May 1715, this fleet ſailed to 
the Baltic, and arrived at the Sound on the roth day 
of June following, where it joined the Dutch ſqua- 
dron. The combined fleet then took the merchatite 
men of both countries under their protection, and 

them to their reſpective ports, 

The Engliſh admiral at the ſame time diſpatched an 
expreſs to Stockholm, to procure from the regeucy of 
Sweden a categorical anſwer concerning the meafutes 
they meant to purſue, offering at the ſame time to enter 
into a negotiation for determining the difputes which 
had ariſen between the two nations. The anſwer he 
received from the coùrt of Sweden was fo vague aud 
unſatisfactory, that our admiral determined no longer 
to ſuſpend his operations. 3 ber 

About the middle of Auguſt, a Daniſh fleet of 


twenty ſhips of the line, and a Ruſſian ſquadron 


joined Sir John Norris. The Czar Peter was tlien at 
Copenhagen, where his confederate fleet was affern- 
bled. As this prince intended to fail in one of his 
own ſhips, he was lIimented with the chief com- 
mand of the whole armament ; under him Sir John 
Norris commanded the Vanguard; the Czar was in 
the centre of the line of battle, the Daniſh admiral, 
count. Gueldenlow, commanded the rear; _ _ | 
| ut 


8. 
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Dutch. commodore, with his ſquadron, and five Bi. „ 
tiſumen of war, proceeded, with forty-ſix merchant- 1 
mips, which had juſt then arrived from England, for h 
the ports to which they were deſtined in the Baltic, ti 


Ihe Swedes were at that time powerful at fea, al. 
though far from able to face ſo large a fleet. They d 
were therefore obliged to ſhelter themſelves in the f 

- harbour of Carlſcroon, ſo that the conſederates re- if 
mained undiſputed maſters of the Baltic. In the t 
middle of November a violent ſtorm attacked the V 
grand fleet near Copenhagen, in which the Avguſt, Y 

a ſixty gun ſhip, was loſt, and likewiſe the Garland, 
of twenty · ſour guns. Soon after, the Engliſh and 


. 


Dutch ſhips were called home. mee... 
_ _ While a part of our navy was thus employed in the 
Baltic, the diſaffected party in England and Scotland 
were exerting themſelves in the cauſe of the pretender, 
The miniſtry at the ſame time were proceeding with 
great activity againſt all ſuch as were concerned in 
naking the peace of Utrecht. Prior, who had been 
fn ou Ambaſſador to.the court of France by queen 
Anne, was recalled, and the earl of Stair appointed 
to that embaſly, with particular inſtructions to-hallen 
the demolition of the port and fortifications of Dun- 
kirk, and the canal of Mardyke, which that miniſter 
was extremely active in, accompliſhing. Lord Bo- 
lingbroke had been removed from his pol of ſecretary, 
and the dukes of Shrewſbury and Somerſet, and lord 
Cowper, ſealed up all the doors of his office. Mr. 
Walpole acquainted the houſe of commons, that not- 
withſtanding the endeavours which had been uſed to 
prevent a diſcovery of the late miſmanagements, by 
conveying away ſeveral papers from the ſecretary's 
office; yet the government had ſufficient evidence 
left, to prove the late miniſtry the moſt corrupt that 
ever ſat at the helm. Hereupon, lord Bolingbroke, 


who had hitherto appeared in public as uſual, . 
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Falk Wok ih the houſe of lords with great Freeder 
ind" confidence, thought it high time to- fave | 
Himſelf by a precipirate flight. He therefote retired ö 
T4 11» SR ret ho 
On the geh day of April 17 1 , — Stanhope 
delivered to the houſe of commons fourteen volumes, 
in whichiwere coritained all the papers relating to the 
late negotiations of peace and commerce, as well as 
to the ceffitibn of arms, the conſideration of which 
was referred to a fele& committee, of which Mr. 
Walpole' was choſen chairman. re” 

On the gth day of June, Mr. Walpole informed 
the houſe that the report was ready to be made, and 
ig the mean time moved, that a warrant might be 
iſſued by the fpeaker for apprehending Mr. Mat- 
chew Prior and Mr. Thomas Harley, who being at 
that time in the houſe, were immediately taken Into 
cuſtody. Then he read the report, ranged under theſe 
different heads: viz. the clandeſtine negotiation wit R 
monſteur Menager : the extraordinary meaſures pur- 
ſued to form the congreſs at Utrecht: the trifling of 
the French'plenipotentiaries, by the connivance6f the 
Britiſh Nets: the negotiation'about the renuncia- 
tion of the Spaniſh'monarchy : the fatal ſuſpenſion of 


v arms: the feizure of Ghent and Bruges, in order to 
* diſtreſs the allies and favour the French: the duke of 
" Ormond's acting in concert with che French general: 
o q the lord Bolingbroke's journey to France to negotiate 


a ſeparate peace: Mr. Prior's and the duke of Shrewſ- 
bury's negotiations in France: the precipitate con- 
cluſion of the peace at Utrecht. He then impeached 
Henry lord viſcount Bolingbroke of high treaſon, 


by and ocher high crimes and miſdemeanors. Then lord 
ys Coningſby ſtanding up ſaid, © The worthy chairman 
nc has impeached the hand, but I impeach the head: 
hat he has impeache4 the clerk and I the juſtice, He haz 
ke, impeached the ſcholar, and I the maſter. I impeach 
and Vor. III. Aa a Robert 
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Robert earl of Oxford and Mortimer of high - treaſon 
and other crimes and miſdemeanors.” To which the 
| houſe aſſented without a diviſion. The duke of Or. 
mond was a few days after impeached ; who to avoid 
the conſequences that might enſue, retired out of the 
kingdom. | OOTY 
On the 20th day of July, the king went to the 
houſe of peers, to give the royal aſſent to ſuch bills 
as were ready, the unſetiled ſtate of public affair; 
having occalioned the parliament to continue ſitting, 
He then informed both houſes that a rebellion was 
act ually broke out at home, and that the nation waz 
threatened with an invaſion from abroad. He there. 
fore called upon the commons to enable him to take 
the neceſſary meaſures for the public ſafety. The 
ing ogy” forthwith paſſed an act impowering the 
ing to ſecure ſuſpected perſons, and to ſuſpend 
the habeas-corpus act in that time of danger. A 
clauſe was added to a money-bill, offering the reward 
of one hundred thouſand pounds to ſuch as ſhould 
. Neize the pretender dead or alive. Sir George Byng 
was ſent to take the command of the fleet: general 
Erle repaired to his government of Portſmouth: the 
guards were encamped in Hyde- park: lord Irwin was 
appointed governor of Hull, in the room of briga- 
dier Sutton, who, with lord Windſor, the generals 
Roſs, Webb, and Stuart, were diſmiſſed from the 
ſervice. Orders were given for raiſing thirteen regi- 
ments of dragoons, and eight of infantry ; and the 
city trained-bands were kept in readineſs to ſupprels 
tumults. In the midſt of theſe tranſactions the com- 
mons added fix articles to thoſe exhibited againſt the 
earl of Oxford, Lord Bolingbroke was impeached 
at the bar of the houſe of lords by Mr. Walpole ; and 
bills were brought in to ſummon him and the duke 
of Ormond to ſurrender themſelves by the tenth of 


September, or in default thereof, to attaint them of 
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The rebellion broke out under the influence and 
direction of the earl of Mar, who was ſoon joined by 
the clans; and the duke of Argyll being ſent down 
againſt him, it quickly appeared how ill their mea- 
ſures had been taken. | His grace had, indeed, but 


a ſmall numberof W Tous troops under his command; 


but his intereſt was ſo extenſive, that he not only en- 
aged many powerful families to declare for king 
George, but, which perhaps was the greater ſervice 
of the two, engaged many more to remain quiet, 
who otherwiſe had joined the rebels. The bulineſs 
was decided by the battle of Sheriff-Moor, near Dum- 
blain, fought November 13, 1715, the ſame day 
that general Foſter and the Engliſh Jacobites ſurren- 
dere at Preſton. Yet, after this, the Chevalier de 
St. George ventured over into Scotland, in a very 
r veſſel ; where, ſoon finding his affairs deſperate, 
and his perſon in the utmoſt danger, he contrived to 
make his eſcape from the north, with the utmoſt ſe- 
crecy ; which he effected by going on board a clean 
tallow'd French ſnow, which failed out of the har- 
bour of Montroſe, February the 3d, 1715-16, in 
ſight of ſome Engliſh men of war, but kept fo cloſe 
along ſhore, it was impoſſible to follow her *. 
The death of Louis XIV. which happened on the 
iſt day of September, 1715, was a ſevere ſtroke upon 
the intereſts of the pretender and the fpirit of Ja- 
cobitiſm in Great-Britain. That prince, who died 
at the age of ſeventy-ſeven years, had diſturbed the 
repoſe of Europe for more than half a century. He 
ever ſacrificed the eſſential intereſts of his own king- 
dom to the oſtentatious glare of greatneſs, and had 
brought it to the brink of deſtruction, by his unmea- 
ſurable ambition. His great grandſon the duke of 
Anjou, then an infant, ſucceeded him in the throne, 
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| under the title of Louis XV. The government of 
the ki 


ingdom then devolyed on the duke of Orleans 
who a8 piel a new ſyſtem of politics, and entere 
into engagements wirh the king of Great Britain. In- 
ſtead of aſſiſting the prerender, he amuſed his agent; 
with myſterious and equivocal expreſſions, calculated 
to fruſtrate the deſign of the expedition, 
The parliament, which re-aflembled ori the gth of 
Jainiry 17 15-16, granted very large ſupplies for the 
year, viz. ten thobſand feamen at the fate of four 
pounds pe month; the ſum of two hundred and 
thirty-three thouſand eight hundred and forty-nine 
pounds nineteen ſhillings and | hx-pence, for the 
ordinary of .the nayy; and twenty-three thouſand 
fix hundred and twenty-three pounds, for the extra- 
ordinary repaits of the navy. In this ſeſſion the bill 
for triennial parliaments was repealed, and the dura- 
tion of parliaments extended to the term of ſeven 
„ an TEN a | | 
At this time ſome of the pyratical ſtates in Bar- 
bary having broke the peace, admiral Baker, who 
had the command of the Engliſh ſquadron in the Me- 
diterranean, had orders to bring them to reaſon; which 
he eafily accompliſhed ; but the Sallee Rovers ſtill 
did great miſchief, and that with impunity ; for their 
ſhips were ſo firall, and drew ſo little water, that 
our men of war were ſeldom able to come up with 
chem. At laſt, captain Delgarno, one of the moſt 
active officers in the navy, in his majeſty's ſhip the 
Hind, of twenty guns only, came up with one of 
their heſt men of war of twenty-four guns, and after 
an obſtinate. engagement of two hours and a hall, 
obli ed Herts" Rae; but ſoon after ſhe unſortu- 
nate ſpnk and all her crew, except thirty- eight 


hands, 'periſhed: this, with the loſs. of another vellel 


of 'eight guns, and two more of ſixteen guns each, 
which. Mere forced on ſhore. by his majeſty's . the 
22a | rl ge- 
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Bridge water, delivered in a great meaſure the Eng- 
liſh cammerce in the Mediterranean, from the inter- 
ryptions given it by theſe pirgies ®, 
Jo the month of June 1716, his majeſty went over 
to Holland, eſcorted by an Engliſh ſquadron, and 
from the nce continued his journey by laad to Hano- 
ver, where the diſturbances in the north made his 
preſence at chat time particularly neceſſary, and where 
he continued the reſt of che year ; at the cloſe of 
which, admiral Aylmer ſailed with a ſquadron to 
Holland, to eſcort him hame, The King, whillt he 
continued on the Continent, negotiated a treaty be- 
tween the regent of France and the States of Hol- 
land; the pretender was no longer ſuffered to reſide 
in France or Lotrain, but obliged to remove to the 
other ſide of the Alps. The treaty contained a mu- 
tual guarantee of all the places poſſeſſed by the con- 
tracting powers; of the proteſtant ſucceſſion to the 
throne of Great Britain, and of the duke of Orleans 
to the throne of France, in caſe the infant ki 
ſhould die without iſſue male; a defenſive alliance 
was likewiſe entered into hereby, and the proportion 
of ſhips and forces, to be furniſhed by that power 
which ſhould be diſturbed at home or invaded from 
abroad, was ſpecified. 

The king was not ſo ſucceſsful in adjuſting the 
differences which had ariſen between him and Charles 
king of Sweden, Some time before, a treaty had 
been concluded between the elector of Hanover and 
the king of Denmark, by which the duchies of Bre- 
men and Verden, which the Danes had taken from 
the Swedes, were made over to the elector, for a 
valuable conſideration, and on condition that he ſhould 
immediately declare war againſt Sweden. I he elec- 
tor, a few weeks after his acceſſion to theBritiſh throne, 
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took poſſeſſion of theſe duchies, and publiſhed a de. 
claration of war in his German dominions. Over. 
tures were made to the king of Sweden to pur an 
end to this quarrel, but Charles made the reſtitution 
of Bremen and Verden the eſſential preliminary to 
a peace, and the other as reſolutely perſiſted in re. 
taining them. | 

It has been already ſhewn, that this diſpute wa 
very injurious to the trade from England to the Bal. 
tic; and perhaps it may be thought that this unne. 
ceſſary quarrel, which expoſed thele kingdoms to im- 
minent danger, whilſt they were no ways concerned 
in the diſpute, is one of the heavieſt imputations on 
the conduct of this intelligent prince. 

Charles XII. determined to expreſs his reſentment 
againſt king George, by lending his aſſiſtance to pro- 
more the intereſt of the Chevalier de St. George, 
and ſupported by fo determined and indefatigable a 
prince, the cauſe of that fugitive was likely to prove 
more ſucceſsful than when backed by the feeble ef- 
forts of the court of Verſailles, which ſeems to have 
regarded the Stuart line jn no other manner, than as 
they furniſhed the means for keeping up the party-di- 
viſions and animoſities, which had become, as it were, 
conſtitutional in England, for Louis never exerted 
himſcif ftrenuouſly to reſtore that race to the throne 
of their anceſtors. When the king returned from the 
Continent, he informed the council of the dangerous 
deſigns which were formed againſt the tranquilluy 
of the nation by the Swediſh monarch ; in conſe- 
quence of which, a warrant was iſſued for ſeizing 
the papers as well as the perſon of count Gyllenbourg, 
the Swediſh miniſter at the court of London, which 
was a cordingly done. This unprecedented ſtep 
ſpread a general alarm among the foreign miniſters, 
until they were aſſured by government, that the 


meaſure was taken on account of the count's being 
con- 
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concerned in a plot againſt the ſtate, and that no 
a& of his, as an ambaſſador, had drawn on him this 
treatment, The good underſtanding which now fub- 
ſiſted between Great - Britain and the United States, 

rocured baron Goertz, the Swediſh reſident at the 
Hague, to be ſeized in like manner. Great diſ- 
coveries were made by the papers and diſpatches 
which were found in the poſſeſſion of theſe miniſters ; 
and all ſuch as related to the intended invalion, were 
made public, and ſerved fully to juſtify the means 
which were uſed in procuring them. d INTER 

The parliament met on the 20th day of Febru- 
ary , when this tranſaction was laid before the com- 
mons. The houſe ſhewed the warmeſt reſentment 
at the inſolence of Charles, and paſſed a bill to pro- 
hibit all commerce with Sweden. Ten thouſand 
ſeamen were voted for the ſervice of the year 1717 ; 


two hundred and twenty-ſix thouſand ſeven hundred 


and nine:y-nine pounds, for the ordinary of the navy; 
and twenty thouſand ' ſeven hundred and fixty-one 
pounds, for the extraordinary repairs, and. for the 
furniſhing ſuch ſea ſtores as might be neceſſary. A 
grand fleet was formed, conſiſting of twenty-two 
ſhips of the line, beſides frigates, which was to pro- 
ceed to the Baltic, under the command of Sir George 
Byng. This fleet failed on the zoth day of March 
for Copenhagen. 

Soon after the ſailing of Sir George Byng, the 
king ſent a meſſage to the houſe of commons, ſigni- 


fying a defire that his parliament would. enable him 


to ſecure his kingdoms againſt the danger which 
threatened them from Sweden, by granting him a 
ſupply. This produced a warm debate, hut at 
length two hundred and fifty thouſand pounds were 
voted by the committee, (one hundred and ſixty-four 
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againſt 
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againſt of hundred and forty-nine;) to enable hig 
majeſty to concert ſuch meaſures with foreign prince 
and ſtates, as may prevent any charge and apprehen. 
fon from the defigns of Sweden for the höre Mr. 
Walpole and the ſpeaker of the houſe of commons 
vored againſt the grant. When the proceedings of 
the committee were reported to the houſe, the quel. 
tion Was carried bit by four VOICES, VIZ. Ayes one 
hundred and fifty-three, noes one hundred and forty. 
nine. The next morning, Mr. Secretary Stanhope 
let the lord Townſhend know, that his majeſty had 
no further occafion for his ſervice, as lord lieutenant 
of Ireland: whereupon, Mr. Walpole firſt commiſ- 
fioner of the trezſury ; Mr. Methuen ſecretary of 
ſkate . and Mr. Pulteney ſecretary at war, laid down 
their employments. A few days after, Edward Ruf. 
ſel, earl of Orford, reſigned his office of firſt lord of 
the admiralty; upon which, his majeſty thought 
proper to change that board, and accordingly, James 
earl of Berkley, Matthew Ayimer, Eſg; Sir George 
Byng, James Cockburn, and William Chetwynd, 
Eſqrs. were made Igfds commiſſioners. CR 
f The earl of Oxford had been near two years a 
prifoner in the Tower, and now took the favourable 
opportunity of this diſſention among-his enemies, to 
petition for his trial. This was accordingly brought 
on in Weſtminſter-hall; the lorp chancellor Cowper 
being appointed high-ſteward. The earl was brought 
from the Tower by water, and conducted to the bar, 
on the 24th of June; when Mr. Hampden, one of 
the managers for the commons, recapitulated the 
charge againſt him in a long ſpeech; and Sir Joſeph 
ekyll- was proceeding to make good the firſt article, 
when the lord Harcourt made a motion that the com- 
mons ſhould not be permitted to proceed againſt rhe 
earl, in making good the articles for high crimes 


and miſdemeanors, till judgment was firſt given ** 
the 


the article of high - treaſon; and after a long debate, 
this. was carried in the affirmative. Hence aroſe a 
difference between the two houſes; the commons re- 
ſolving to proceed in their own way, and the lords as 
ſtrenuouſly adhering to theirs. At length, in the be- 


ginning of July, the lords proceeded to the trial; 


and three proclamations were made, for the earl of 
Oxford's accuſers to appear and make good the arti- 
cles of his impeachment; and nobody appearing, 
all the peers who were preſent unanimouſly acquitted 
his lordſhip, not only of high treaſon, but of the 
charge of high crimes and miſdemeanors. 

Sir George Byng arrived in the road of Copenhagen 
on the 12th day of April, 1717; the next day he had 
an audience of the king, and aſſiſted at ſeveral con- 
ſerences, which were held in the ſucceeding week, 
in order to ſettle the operations by ſea, and the com- 
mand of the confederate fleet, in caſe the ſeveral 
ſquadrons ſhould join. Sir George next detached 
five ſhips of the line to cruize in the Categat, between 
Gottenburgh and the Point of Schagen, to cover the 
trade from the Swediſh privateers. The Daniſh 
cruizers being likewiſe employed for the ſame pur- 
poſe, the paſſage was ſo effectually ſecured, that no 
thips could paſs out of that port“. The arrival of 
this fleet in the Baltic put an effectual ſtop to the 
great projects formed by the Swedes, who thereupon 
lad aſide their deſign of embarking troops at Carls- 
croon. Sir George appointed a detachment from 
his fleet to Cruize off Gottenburg, the command of 
which was given to captain Leſtock of the Panther. 
On the 3oth day of April he took a Swediſh priva- 
tcer.dogger, of {ix guns and ſeventy-two men, com- 
manded by St. Leger, who had before caken an Eng- 
lith packet. The ſame day he retook a Dutch hoy, 
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which the Swedes had made prize of the day before. 
and the next day he took the privateer that had cap- 
tured her. Several other ſmall Swediſh' privateen 
fell into their hands“. rh 
When the feaſon of the year began to advance, a 
no enemy appeared, Sir George Byng determined on 
returning home with the chief part of the fleet, and 
accordingly, on the zd of November, he paſſed the 
Sound, with nine Engliſh men of war, three frigates, 
and three veſſels of ſmall burthen, leaving behind 
him fix men of war to act in conjunction with the 
Daniſh fleet; on the 15th of the fame month, he 
arrived at the mouth of the Thames. | 
At the repreſentation of the French miniſter reſi- 
ding here, who had expreſs inſtructions from the 
duke of Orleans for that purpoſe, count Gyllenbourg 
was ſet at liberty, as alſo baron Goertz, who had been 
confined in Holland. | 
The commerce of the Weſt-India Iſlands was now 
greatly annoyed, by a number of daring and infolent 
Pirates who. infeſted thoſe ſeas, and who having pol- 
feſſed themſelves of ſome of the Bahama Iſlands, 
e Harbour iſland, and Providence, ſallied 
orth from thence, and even carried their depreda- 
tions northward along the coaſt of the American 
continent. On the ↄ̃th day of September r, a procla- 
mation was iſſued, offering a free pardon to all ſuch 
Weſt-Indian free-booters, as ſhould ſurrender them- 
ſelves within a twelve month, for all piracies which 
they ſhould have commited before the gth day of 
January preceding. - After the expiration of the 
time of ſurrender limited in this proclamation, a re- 
ward was offered to any of his majeſty's officers by 
ſea or land, who ſhould take a pirate, upon his being 
legally convicted: for a captain they were entitled to 
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one hundred pounds ; for any other officer, from a 
lieutenant, down to a gunner, forty pounds; for an 
inferior officer thirty pounds; and for every private 
man twenty pounds. Any private delivering up a 
captain or commodore was entitled to two hundred 
poynds reward upon his conviction, 

The prohibition laid on the trade to Sweden, was 
ſeverely felt by the merchants, who loudly com- 

lained of the meaſures purſued by adminiſtration 
againſt that kingdom. The Dutch, although leagued 
in the quarrel, had the addreſs to throw off all the 


| inconyeniencies reſulting from it; their trade with 


Sweden was not only kept open, but greatly aug- 
mented ; for they now became the carriers for Great 
Britain, who was obliged to receive all the products 
of that nation by the way of Holland, and on board 
of Dutch ſhipping. 

The parliament met on the 21ſt day of Novem- 
ber, and ſoon after voted ten thouſand ſeamen, and 
two hundred and twenty-four thouſand eight hundred 
and thirty-ſeven pounds for the ordinary of the navy. 
On the 17th day of March *, the king ſent a meſſage 
to the houſe, informing them that S, - was then en- 
gaging in ſeveral negotiations, of the utmoſt con- 
cern to the welfare of his kingdoms, and the tran- 
quility of Europe, and had lately received infor- 
mation from abroad, which made him judge that 
it would give weighs to his endeavours ; if a naval 


force was employed where it ſhould be neceſſary, he 


thought fix xo acquaint his commons therewith, not 
doubting, but that in caſe he ſhould be obliged at that 
critical juncture, to exceed the number of men grant- 
ed for the year, for the ſea ſcrvice, the houſe would 
at their next meeting provide for ſuch exceſs. Here- 
vpon an addreſs was voted unanimouſly, promiſing to 
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make good all ſuch engagements as might be found 
neceſſary to be made. Some alterations at the admi. 
ralty-board took place the next day, James earl of 
Berkley, Sir George Byng, Sir John Jennings, John 
Cockburn, and William Chetwynd, Eſqrs. Sir John 
Norris, and Sir Charles Wager, were declared com- 
miſſioners for executing the office of lord high ad- 
miral of England, Ireland, &c. the right honourable 
James earl of Berkley, to be vice-admiral of Great 
Britain, and Matthew Aylmer, Eſq; to be rear. ad- 
miral of Great Britain, who was ſoon after raiſed to 
the dignity of a baron of the kingdom of Ireland. 

A large fleet was put into commiſſion, and every 
thing indicated hoſtile intentions in the miniſtry, 
This drew from the Spaniſh ambaſſador a memorial, 
expreſſing the alarm which ſuch proceedings had 
given to the court of Madrid, in anſwer to which he 
was informed, that it was not the intention of his 
Britannic majeſty to conceal the deſtination of the 
armament which was then aſſembled. The king 
therefore declared, that he meant to ſend Sir George 
Byng therewith into the Mediterranean, in order to 
maintain the neutrality of Italy, againſt any power 
that ſhould attempt to violate it. 

Whilſt the mitunderſtanding between Great Bri- 
tain and the court of Sweden ſtill continued, the 


Czar of Muſcovy, conceived a ſecret diſguſt at the 
conduct of king George. Wiſmar had been taken 
by the allies. This place Peter intended to beſtow 
on his niece, who had been lately married to the 
duke of Mecklenburgh Swerin ; he therefore ſent a 
large body of troops to aſſiſt in reducing it, but it 
had furrendered before they arrived, and the Ruſſians 
were not admitted into the garriſon. What farther 
tended to diſpleaſe this monarch was, that when Gyl- 
lenburg's letters were publiſhed in London, ſome 
paſſages ſeemed to ſavour the ſuppoſition of the Czar 

being 


2 
If 
ſl 

tl 
d 
tl 


T. 


„ „eee A PR 4 we td AA we Auk 


— 


Cale. I.I or GREAT BRITAIN. 38. 
being privy to the conſpiracy, His miniſter at the 
court of London, preſented a long memorial, com- 
plaining that the king had cauſed to be printed, the 
malicious inſinvations of his enemies, and denied his 
maſter having the leaſt concern in the deſign of the 
Swediſh king. It then proceeded to charge the court 
of England, which having privately treated of a ſe- 
parate Peace with Charles of Sweden, and even with 
having promiſed to aſſiſt him againſt the Czar, on 
condition that he would relinquiſh his pretenſions to 
Bremen and Verden. It concluded with expreſſing 
a hearty deſire to re- eſtabſiſn that good underſtanding 
which had long ſubſiſted between England and Ruſ- 
fa, and that the two empires might cordially unite 
in proſecuting the war againſt the common enemy. 
This memorial was replied to by the king of Great 
Britain, and the ſentiments of the two monarchs re- 
mained the ſame. 4 
The Czar Peter, who generally negotiated in per- 
ſon, went to the court of Verſailles, where he con- 
cluded a treaty of friendſhip with the dyke of Or- 
leans regent of France. He then proceeded to Am- 
ſterdam, and heid private conferences with Goertz, 
the Swediſh miniſter, who undertook to adjuſt all 
differences between the Czar and- his maſter within 
three months; and Peter engaged to ſuſpend all ope- 
rations againſt Sweden, until that term ſhould be ex- 
pirrd. A congreſs was opened at Abo, between the 
* Swediſh and Pruſſian miniſters ; but the conferences 
were afterwards removed to Aland. By this conven- 
tion, the Czar obliged himſelf to aſſiſt Charles in 
the conqueſt of Norway; and they promiſed to unite 
all their forces againſt the king of Great Britain, 
ſhould he preſume to interpoſe. Both were incenſed 
azainſt that prince; and one part of their deſign was 
to raiſe the pretender to the throne of England. 
Baron Goertz ſet out from Aland for Frederickſtadt 
: in 
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in Norway, with the plan of peace; but before he z;, 
rived, Charles was killed by a cannon-ball from the 
town, as he vilited the trenches, on the 13th of No. 
vember, 1718. The death of Charles was fortunate 
for king George. Sweden wasnow obliged to ſubmit; 
while the czar, the king of Denmark, and the elector 
of Hanover, kept poſſeſſion of what they had acquired 
in the courſe of the war. The king had not yet re. 
ceived the inveſtiture of the duchies of Bremen and 
Verden; and, until that ſhould be procured, it wa 
neceſſary to eſpouſe with warmth the intereſts of the 
emperor. This was another ſource of miſunderſtand. 
ing between Great Britain and Spain. Prince Eugene 
gained a molt complete victory over a prodigious 
army of Turks at Belgrade, which was ſurren- 
dered to him after the battle, The emperor had en- 
gaged in this war as an ally of the Venetians, whom 
the Turks had attacked and driven from the Morea, 
The pope conſidered jt as a religious war againſt the 
Infidels; and obtained repeated aſſurances from the 
king of Spain, that he would not undertake any 
thing againſt the emperor, whilſt he was engaged in 
ſuch a laudable quarrel. Philip had even ſent a 
ſquadron of ſhips and gallies to the aſſiſtance of the 
Venetians. In the courſe of the year 1717, how- 
ever, he equipped a ſtrong armament, the command 
of which he beſtowed on the marquis de Lede, who 
failed from Barcelona in July, and landing at Cag- 
liari in Sardinia, which belonged to the emperor, 
made a conqueſt of the whole iſland, At the ſame 
time the king of Spain endeavoured to juſtify theſe 
proceedings by a manifeſto, in which he alledged that 
the archduke, contrary to the faith of treaties, en- 
couraged and ſupported the rebellion of his ſubjects 
in Catalonia, by frequent ſuccourgFrom Naples and 
other places; and that the great inquiſitor of Spain 
had been ſeized, though furniſhed with a paſſport 
3 | rom 
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his holineſs. He promiſed, however, to pro- 
22 farther, and ſuſpend all operations, chat: the 
wers of Europe might have time and opportunity 
ro contrive expedients for reconciling all differences, 
and ſecuring the peace and balance of power in Italy: 
nay, he conſented that this important affair ſhould 
be left to the arbitration of king George and the 
States-general. Theſe powers undertook the office. 
Conferences were begun between the miniſters of the 
emperor, France, England, and Holland ; and theſe 
produced, in the courſe of the following year, the 
famous quadruple alliance. In this treaty it was ſti- 
pulated, that the emperor ſhould renounce all pre- 
tenſions to the crown of Spain, and exchange Sardi- 
nia for Sicily, with the duke of Savoy : that the ſuc- 
ceſſion to the duchies of Tuſcany, Parma, and Pla- 
centia, which the queen of * claimed by inheri- 
tance, as princeſs of the houſe of Farneſe, ſnould be 
ſettled on her eldeſt ſon, in caſe the preſent poſſeſſors 
ſhould die without male-iſſue. Philip, diſſatisfied 
with this partition, continued to make formidable 
preparations by ſea and land. Theſe gave riſe to the 

naval armament, which was fitted out in England. 
Before we follow the Engliſh fleet into the Medi- 
terranean, it will. be neceſſary to attend to what was 
done in parliament reſpecting the internal policy of 

the kingdom. 

A great ſcarcity of ſilver coin cauſed many incon- 
veniences to be felt. The cauſe of this evil was the 
diſproportionate value of gold and ſilver, which oe- 
caſioned the firſt to be imported, and the other to be 
exported; the remedy for which appeared to conſiſt in 
lowering the value of the gold ſpecie. The commons 
examined a repreſentationwhich had been made to the 
treaſury by Sir Iſaac Newton maſter of the mint, on 
this ſubject. Mr. Caſwell explained the nature of a 
clandeſtine trade carried on by the Dutch and Ham- 
burghers, 
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burghers, in concert with the Jews of England and 
other traders, for exporting the ſilver coin and im. 
portiog gold, which being coined at the mint, 
yielded a profit of fifteen pence upon every guinez, 
The houſe, in an addreſs to the king, defired chat 4 
proclamation might be iſſued, ſorbidding all periong 
to utter or. receive guineas at a higher rate than one 
and twenty ſhillings each. His majeſty complied 
with their requeſt; but people hoarding up their ſil- 
ver, in hope that the price of it would be raiſed, or 
in apprehenſion that the gold would be lowered ſtill 
farther, the two houſes reſolved that the ſtandard of 
the gold and ſilver coins of the kingdom ſhould not 
be altered in fineneſs, weight, or denomination; and 
they ordered a bill to be brought in to prevent the 
melting dowa of the filver coin. 

_ Endeavours had been uſed on the part of king 
George, to adjuſt the differences ſubſiſting between the 
emperor Charles and Philip of Spain; for which pur. 
Pole colonel Stanhope had been ſent to Madrid with 
a plan of pacification, which being fejected by Phil p, 
at the inſtance of his prime miniſter cardinal Alberoni, 
the king of Great Britain determined to ſupport nis 
mediation by force of arms. Accordingly Sir George 
Byng failed from Spithead on the 15th day of June, 
1718, with twenty ſhips of the line, two fireſhips, two 
bomb-veſſels, and ample inſtructions how to act on 
all emergencies. He arrived off Cape St. Vincent 
on the thirtieth day of the month, when he diſpatched 
his ſecretary to Cadiz with a letter to colonel Stanhope 
the Britiſh miniſter at Madrid, deſiring him to 1n:orm 
his molt Catholic majeity of the admiral's arrival in 
thoſe parts, and lay before him this article of his in- 
ſtructions: Lou are to make inſtances with both 
parties to ceaſe from uſing any furcher acts of hofuulity; 
but in caſe the Spaniards do {t:1] iaſiſt, with their ſhips 


of war and forces, to attack the kingdom vi Na les, 
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or other the territories of the emperor in Italy, or 0! 
land in any part of Italy, which can only be with a 
deſign to invade the emperor's dominions, againſt: 
whom only they have declared war by invading Sar- 
diaia; or if they ſhould endeavour to make them- 
ſelyes maſters of the kingdom of Sicily, which muſt} 
be with a deſign to invade the kingdomiof Naples; 
in Which caſe you are, with all your power, to hin- 
der and obſtruct the ſame. If it ſnould ſo happen, 
that at your artival, with our fleet under your com- 

mand; in the Mediterranean, the Spaniards ſnould 
already have landed any troops in Italy, in order to 
invade the emperor's territories, you ſhall endeavour 
amicably to diſſuade them from perſevering in ſuch 

an attempt, and offer them your” aſſiſtance to help 
them to withdraw their troops, and put an end to all 

further acts of hoſtility, But, in caſe theſe your 
friendly endeav ours ſhall prove ineffectual, you ſhall, 
by keeping company with, or inzercepting their 
ſhips or convoy; or, if it be neceſſary, by openly 
opfoſing them, defend the emperor's territories 
from any farther attempt.“ | 

When cardinal Alberoni peruſed theſe inſtruc- 

tions; he told colonel Stanhope, with ſome warmth, 
that his maſter would run all hazards, and even 
ſuffer himſelf to be driven out of Spain, rather 
than recall his troops, or conſent to a ſuſpenſion of 
arms. He ſaid the Spaniards were not to be fright- 


ened; and he was ſo well convinced that the fleet 
vould do their duty, that in caſe of their being at- 


tacked by admiral Byng, he ſhould be in no pain for 
the ſucceſs. Mr. Stanhope preſenting him with a 
liſt of the Britiſh ſquadron, he threw it upon the 
ground with great emotion. He promiſed, however, 
to lay the admiral's letters before the king, and to 
let the envoy know his majeſty's reſolution. Such 
an interpoſitioh could not but be very provoking to 
the Spaniſh miniſter, who had laid his account with 

Vor. III. Cee the 
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the conqueſt af Sicily, and for that purpoſe prepared 
an arma ment which was altogether ſurprizing, con. 
dering the late ſhattered condition of the Spaniſh af. 
fairs; - He ſeems to have put tao much confidence 
in the ſtrength of the Spaniſh fleet. . in a few days he 
ſent back the admiral's letter to Mr. Stanhope, with 
a note. under it, importing, that the cheyalier Byng 
might exceute the orders he had received from the 
kin; his maſter 8. | | 3 ) „ ein' 
Mr. Stanhape, ſeeing things tending to a rupture, 
gave private and early notice of his apprehenſions to 
the Engliſn conſuls and merchants ſettled in the 
Spaniſh ſea ports, adviſing them to ſecure their ef. 
fects againſt the dangers that might ariſe from a 
breach between the two erewuns. 
The admiral purſuing his voyage with unfavour- 
able winds, it was the 8th day of July before he made 
. Spartel, where the Superbe and Rupert, which 
been ſeparated from the fleet, rejoined him, and 
brought advice of the vaſt preparations which were 
made by the Spaniards at Barcelona, and of theit 
flect having ſailed from thence the 18 ch day of June 
to the eaſtward. Vice-admiral Cornwall joined the 
fleet with two 2 the Argyle and Charles galley, 
as it was paſſing by Gibraltar. The whole fleet an- 
chored off Cape Malaga, to take in water, and then 
proceeded to Minorca. The admiral having relieved 
the garriſon at Portmahon, ſailed for the bay of Na- 
ples, where he arrived on the firſt day of Auguſt, 
and was received as a deliverer; and indeed, nothing 
but this ſeaſonable appearance of a powerful fleet 
could have preſerved that kingdom to the houſe of 
Auſtria. Sicily the citadel of Meſſina alone excepted, 
had already yielded to the marquis de Lede, at the 


head of thirty thouſand Spaniſh troops; the inhabi - 
» 1 4 Lives of the Admirals, Vol. IV. p. 16. + Smollet's 
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tants' being ſtrongly attached to the ſovereignty of 
Spain. Sir _ Byng received the moſt diſtin- 
gviſhing marks of reſpect, while he continued among 
the Neapolitans*. It was determined to ſail immedi. 
ately to Sicily, in hopes of relieving the Piedmonteſe 
riſon, in the citadel of Meſſina, before they ſhould 
render to the beſiegers. For this purpoſe the ad- 
miral took under his convoy, a re- enforcement of 
two thouſand German troops under the command of 
eral Welzel. ot = 

On the 7 day of Auguſt, he came in ſight of 
the Faro of Meſſina, when he immediately diſpatched 
his own captain (Saunders) with a polite meſſage to 
the marquis de Lede, propoſing a ceſſation of arms 
in Sicily for two months, that che powers of Europe 
might have time to concert meaſures for reſtoring a 
laſting peace; and declaring, that ſhould this pro- 
pofal be rejected, he would, in purſuance of his in- 
ſtructions, uſe all his force to prevent further at- 
tempts to diſturb the dominions his maſter had en- 
paged todefend. The Spaniſh general anſwered, that 
e had no powers to treat, conſequently could not 
agree to an armiſtice, but ſhould obey his orders, 
which dire&ed him to reduce Sicily for his maſter the 
king of Spain. The Spaniſh fleet had failed from 
the harbour of Meſſina on the day before the Engliſh 
ſquadron appeared. Admiral Byng ſuppoſed they 
had retired to Malta, and directed his courſe towards 
Meſſina, in order to encourage and ſupport the gar- 
tiſon in the citadel, But, in doubling the point of 
vitha hard fot Gith dino, and © very ch Tall of command + ae 
to the admiral's fon, he made a preſent of a very hne (word. After the 
conference, the admiral was iplendidly entertained at dinner, and then 
lodged in the palace of the duke de Matelona, which had been mag- 
nificently fitted up for his :eception. The viceroy likewiſe ſent refreſh 
ments to the fleet, conſiſting of a hundred oxen, three hundred ſheep, 


fix hundred pounds of ſugar, ſeventy hogſheads of wine, forty ho 
heads of brandy, and ſeveral other things. | . vt 


Cecs Faro, 
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Faro, he deſcried twa Spaniſnh ſcouts, and learned 
from the people of a felucca from the Calabrian 
ſhore, that they had ſeen from the hills the Spaniſh 
fleet lying to in order of battle The admiral in. 
mediately detached the German troops to Reggio, 
under convoy of two ſhips of war. I hen he ſtood 
through the Faro after the Spaniſh ſcouts that led him 
to their maiu fleet, which before noon he deſcried in 
line of battle, amounting to ſeven and twenty fail 
large and ſmall, beſides wo ficc ſhips, four bomb- 
veſſels, and ſeven gallies. They were commanded 
in chief by Don Antonio de Caſtanita, under whom 
were the four rear-admirals, Chacon, Mari, Gue- 
vara, and Cammock. At ſight of the Engliſhſque- 
dron they ſtood away large, and Byng gave chace all 
the reſt of the day. In the morning, which was the 
eleventh of Avguſt, N. S. the rear-admiral de Mar, 
with ſix ſhips of war, the gallies, fire-ſhips, and bomb. 
ketches, ſeparated from the main fleet, and ſtood in 
for the Sicilian ſhore, The Engliſh admiral de- 
tached captain Walton in the Canterbury, and five 
more ſhips in purſuit of them; and they were ſoon 
engaged. He himſelf continued to chace their main 
fleet; and about ten o'clock the battle began. The 
Orford attacked the Santa Roſa, of 64 guns, and 
took her. The St. Carlos, of 60 guns, ſtruck next, 
without. much oppoſition, to the Kent, captain Mat- 
thews. IJ he Grafton, captain Haddock, attacked 
warmly the Prince of Aſturias, of 70 guns, formerly 
called the Cumberland, rear - admiral Chacon ; but the 
Breda and Captain omg up, captain Haddock left 
that ſhip, much ſhattered, for them to take, and 
ſtretched a-head after another ſhip of 60 guns, which 
had kept firing on his ſtar-board bow, during his en- 
gagement with 'the Prince of Aſturias. About bne 
o'clock, the Kent, and ſoon after the Superbe, captain 
Maſter, came up with, and engaged the * 
Y | mira 3 
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miral, of ſeventy four: guns, Who, with two ſhips 
more; fired on them, and made. a, running fight, till 
about three; and then the Kent, bearing down upon 
him, and under his ſtern, gave him her broadſide, and 
fell to leeward afterwards ; the Superbe; putting for- 
ward to lay the admiral a- board, fell on his weather- 
quarter; upon which, the Spaniſh admiral ſhifting 
his helm, the Superbe ranged up under his lee-quar- 
ter, on which he ſtruck to her. At the ſame time the 
Barfleur, in which was the admiral, being a-ſtern of 
the Spaniſh admiral, within ſhot, and inclining on his 
weather-quarter, rear-admiral Guevara, and another 
fixty gun ſhip, which were to windward, bore down 
upon him, and gave him their broadſides, and then 
clapt upon a wind, ſtanding infor land. The admiral 
immediately tacked, and itood after them, until it 
was almoſt night ; but it being little wind, and they 
haling away out of his reach, he left.purſuing them, 
and food into the fleet, which he joined two hours 
after night. The Eſſex took the Juno, of thirty-ſix 
guns; the Montague and Rupert, took the Volante of 
orty-four guns; and rear-admiral Delaval, in the 
Dorſetſhire, took the Iſabella of ſixty guns. The 
action happened off Cape Paſſaro, at about fix leagues 
diſtance from the ſhore. The Engliſh received but 
little damage : the ſhip that ſuffered moſt was the 
Grafton, which being a good ſailer, her captain en- 
gaged ſeveral ſhips of the enemy, always purſuing the 
headmoſt, and leaving thoſe ſhips he had diſabled or 

damaged, to be taken by thoſe that followed him. 
The admiral lay by ſome days at ſea, to refit the 
rigging of his ſhips, and to repair the damages the 
ay ad ſuſtained; and on the 18th received a letter 
rom captain Walton, who had been ſent in purſuit 
of the Spaniſh ſhips that eſcaped. This letter is one 
of the moſt laconic epiſtles extant, whilſt the tranſ- 
action it ſpeaks of was of ſuch importance, that it 
| would 
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would have furniſhed ſcope for a very elaborate de. 
ſcription. It is therefore juſtly conſidered as a grea 
curioſity and is as follows : . JT | f | 


„„ 
E have taken and deſtroyad all the Spaniſh ftiq, 


«x _ 
. 


and veſſels which were upon the coaſt, the number 4 
As 16, 1718. i wy G. Wa L 70 N. 


By the account referred to, it appears, that Walton 
had taken four Spaniſh men of war; one of ſixty guns 
commanded by rear-admirai Mari; one of fifty-four, 
one of forty, and one of twenty-four guns, with z 
bomb veſſel, and a ſhip laden with arms; and burnt 
four men of war, one of fifty-four guns, two of forty, 
and one of thirty guns, with a fire-ſhip and a bomb- 
veſſel*, ON n 

The Spaniards in this action appeared diſtracted in 
their counſels, and conſequently acted in confuſion, 
Their admiral behaved with courage and activity, not- 
withſtanding which, they were all taken but Cammock, 
whoeſcaped, with three ſhips of war and threefrigates, 


The following letter from the earl of Stanhope, then a · ar bo 
Sir George Byng, plainly proves, it was not the intention of thoſe who 
ſeat him, that he ould decline fighting. Av it tends to explain the 
great view of this expedition, we have inſerted it here. 

: a | % Bayone, September 2, 1718, 
*« Reing arrived here laſt night in fix days from Madrid, 1 do, in 
purſuance of the commands I have from his majcſty, take this firſt op- 
rtunity of acquaiuting you, that nothing has paſſed at Madrid, which 
Hould divert you from purtving the inſtructions you have. 
« If the news »hich I learn at B yone, that the citadel of Meſſina is 
taken, be not true, or if, notwithttanding the Spaniards have that port, 
| thei fleet by contrary winds, or any other accident, ſhawid not have got 
into the harbour, and that you have an opportunity of attacking them, 
T am perſuaded you will not let ſuch an gccafion flip; and 1 agree per- 
fectty in opinion with what is recommended to you by Mr. Secretary 
C that the firſt blow you give, ſhould if poſſible, be decttive. 
The two great objefts which I think we ought to have in view, 
ate, to deftroy their fleet if poſſible, and to e ſuch a footing in 
Sioily, as may enable us to land an army there.” * 
| ne 


of Sir. George Byng, when be attacked and 0 


Line of Battle of the Fleet under the Command 
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M. Grimas, commander in chief. 
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Cuane LI or GREAT BRETAIN. agg 
Had the Spaniards followed the advice of ane 
miral-Cammock, who was a native of Ireland, ir 
George Byng would not have obtained ſuch an caly 
victory. Thar officer, propoſed that they ſhould rer 
main at anchor in the road of Paradiſe, with thei 
broadſides to the ſea ; in which caſe.the Engliſh ad- 
miral would have found it a very difficult taſk to at- 
tack them: for the coaſt is ſo bold, that the largeſt 
ſhips. could ride with a cable aſhore ; whereas farther 
out che currents are ſo. various and rapid, that the 
Engliſh ſquadron could not have come to anchor, or 
lie near them in order of battle: beſides, the Spa- 
niards might have been reinforced from the army on 
ſnore, which would have raiſed batteries to annoy 
che aſſailants. | | THEE 

Before the king of Great Britain had received an 
account of this engagement from the admiral, he 
vrote him a letter with his own hand, approving his 
conduct. When Sir George's eldeſt ſon arrived in 
England, with a circumſtancial account of the action, 
he was graciouſly received, and ſent back with ple- 
nipotentiary powers to his father, that he might ne- 
gotiate with the ſeveral princes and States of Italy, as 
he ſhould ſee occaſion. The ſon likewife carried the 
king's royal grant to the officers and ſeamen, of all 
the prizes they had taken from the Spaniards. Not- 
withſtanding this victory, the Spaniſh army carried 
on the ſiege of the citadel of Meſſina with ſuch vi- 
gour, that the governor ſurrendered the place by ca- 
pitulation on the twenty- ninth day of September. 

A treaty was now concluded at Vienna between the 
emperor and the duke of Savoy. I hey agreed to 
form an army for the conqueſt of Sardinia in behalf 
of the duke; and in the mean time this prince en- 
gaged to evacuate Sicily: but until his troops could 
be conveyed from that iſland, he conſented that they 
ſnould co-operate with the Germans againſt the com- 
mon enemy. Admiral Byng continued to aſſiſt the 
D d d 2 Impe- 
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Imperialiſts in Sicily, during the beſt part of the 
Er: — bo ting the feas of the Spa Hers => 
keeping the communication open between the Ger. 
man forces and the Calabrian ſhore; from whence 
they were ſupplicd with proviſions. He acted in 
this ſervice with equal conduct, reſolution, and ac- 
tivity. He conferred with the viceroy of Naples, 
and the other Imperial generals, about the operations 
of the enfuing campaign; and count Hamilton was 
diſpatched to Vienna, to lay before the Emperor 
the reſult of their deliberations: then the admiral 
ſet ſail for Mahon, where his ſhips might be re- 
fitted, and put in a condition to take the ſea in the 
ſprin 8 ID E Lb inen Toh 
© This bold ſtep in deſtroying the Spaniſh fleet, 
without any previous declaration of war, aſtoniſhed 
all Europe. The court of Spain repreſented the 
conduct of Great Britain as inconſiſtent with thoſe 
principles of good faith, for the obſervance of which 
mne had hitherto been celebrated. The marquis de 
Montelone wrote a letter to Mr. Secretary Craggs, 
in which he remonſtrated againſt this conduct, as a 
violation of the law of nations. Cardinal Alberoni, 
who had before expreſſed bimſelf to the Engliſh am- 
baſſador as ready to reſt the deciſion of the conteſt 
upon the ſorce of arms, ſhould che two fleets happen 
to meet, now wrote a letter to the Englith ſeeretary, 
charging the adminiſtration to which he belonged 
with having acted a haſe and unwarrantable part. He 
ſaid the plea of maintaining the neutrality of Italy, was 
a weak pretence, ſince it was notorious, that ſuch ncu- 
trality had long been at an end; and that the princes 
guarantees of tlie treaty of Utrecht were entirely 
diſcharged from their engagements, not only by 
the ſcandalous infringements committed by the Aul- 
trians in the evacuation of Catalonia and Majorca; 
dut alſo becauſe the guarantee was no longer Vets 
| $51 9511005 AA TITLE vr: *n9 ln 


= 


CnAr. I.] oF GREAT BRITAIN. 397 
than until a e was concluded with France. He 
raxed the Britiſn miniſtry with having revived and 
ſupported: this neutrality, not by an amicable medi- 
ation, but by open violence, and artfully abuſing! the 
confidence and erwiey of the Spaniards. This was 
the language of - diſappointed ambition; and, in 
ſome effential inſtances, not only unſupported by 
fats, b ut repugnant to them. 

The parliament meeting on the eleventh day of 
e er the king, in his ſpeech, declared that the 
court of Spain had rejected all his amicable propa» 
fals, and broke through their moſt ſolemn engage- 
ments for the ſecurity of the Britiſh commeree. To 
vindicate therefore the faith of his former treaties, /as 


well as to maintain thoſe he had lately made, and to 
| and defend the trade of his ſubjects, which had 


in every branch been violently and unjuſtly oppreſſed, 


it became neceſſary for his naval forces to check their 
progreſs: that notwithſtanding the ſueceſs of his 
arms, that court had lately given orders at all the 
ports of Spain, and of the Weſt- Indies, to fit out 
privateers againſt the Engliſh. He ſaid he was 
bene that a Britiſn parliament would enable 
im to reſent ſuch treatment: and he aſſured them, 
that his good brother, the regent of France, was 
ready to concur with him in the moſt vigorous mea- 
ſures. A ſtrong oppoſition was made in bo h 
houſes, to the motion for an addreſs of thanks and 


congratulation, propoſed by lord Carteret. Several 


peers obſerved, that ſuch an addreſs was, in effect. 
to approve a ſea-fight, which might be attended 
with very dangerous conſequences, and to give the 
ſanction of that auguſt aſſembly to meaſures, which, 
upon examination, might appear either to claſh with 
the law of nations, or with former treaties, or to be 
prejudicial to the trade of Great-Britain'; that they 
n to proceed with the utmoſt caution and gar 
ture 
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tureſt deliberation, in an affair wherein the honour, 
as well as the intereſt of the nation; were ſo high 


concerned. Lord Strafford moved for an addreſs, 


> zeſty” 


\ 


the firſt day of the ſeſſion, to enter upon particulars: 


that Sir George Byng's inſtructions might be laid be. 
fore the houſe. Earl Stanhope rephed- that there 
was no occaſion for ſuch an addreſs, ſince by his ma- 
s command he had already laid before the houſe 
the treaties, of which the late ſea-fight was a conſe. 
| quence: particularly the treaty for a defenſive alli. 
ance between the emperor and his majeſty, concluded 
ar Weſtminſter on the twenty- fifth day of May, in 
the year one thouſand feven hundred and — 
and the treaty of alliance for reſtoring and ſetiling 
the public peace, ſigned at London on the twenty- 
ſecond day of July. He affirmed, that the court of 
had violated the treaty of Utrecht, and acted 
againſt the public faith, in attacking the emperor's 
dominions, while he was engaged in a war againſt 
the enemies of Chriſtendom : that they had rejected 
his majeſty's friendly offices, and offers ſor medi- 
ating an accommodation. He explained the cauſe 
of his own journey to Spain, and his negotiations 
at Madrid. He added, it was high time to check 
the growth of the naval power of Spain, in order to 
protect and ſecure the trade of the Britiſh ſubjects, 
which had been violently oppreſſed by the Spaniards, 
After a long debate, 'the motion was carried by a 
conſiderable majority. The fame: fubject excited 
diſputes of the ſame nature in the houſe of com- 
mons, where the lord H inchinbroke, moved, that, 
in their addreſs of thanks, they ſhould declare their 
entire ſatisfaction in thoſe meaſures which the king 
had already taken for ſtrengthening the 3 
ſueceſſion, and eſtabliſhing a laſting tranquility in 
Europe. The members in the oppoſition utged, 
that it was unparliamentary and unprecedented, on 


that 
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chat the buſineſs in queſtion was of the [higheſt im- 
por ance, and. deſerved the moſt mature delibera · 
tion: that, before they approved the meaſures Which 
had been taken, they ought; to examine the reaſon 
on which thoſe meaſures were founded. Mr. Ro- 
bert Walpole affirmed, that the giving ſanction in 
the manner propoſed, to the late meaſures, could 
have no other view than that of ſcreening miniſters 
who were conſcious of having begun a war againſt 
Spain, and now wanted to make it the parliament's 
war. He obſerved, that inſtead of an entire ſatis- 
faction, they ought to expreſs their intire diĩſſatisfac - 
tion with ſuch conduct as was contrary to the law of 
nations, and a breach of the moſt ſolemn treaties; 
Mr. Secretary Craggs, in a long ſpeech, explained 
the nature of the quadruple alliance, and; juſtified 
all the meaſures which had been taken. The ad- 
dreſs, as moved by lord Hinchinbroke, was at length 
carried, and preſented to his majeſty. Then the 
commons proceeded to conſider the ſupply. I hey 
voted thirteen thouſand five hundred ſailors; and 
twelve thouſand four hundred and thirty-five men, 
for the land ſervice. The whole eſtimate. amounted 
to two millions two hundred and fifty-ſeven thouſand 
hve hundred and eighty-one pounds, nineteen ſhil- 
lings. The money was raiſed by a land- tax, malt- 
tax, and lottery *. | 
The king, on the 17th day of December, ſent a 
- meſſage to the commons, importing, that all his 
endeavours to procure redreſs for the injuries done 
to his ſubjects by the king of Spain, having proved 
ineffectual, he had found it neceſſary to declare war 
againſt that monarch. When a motion was made for 
an addreſs, to aſſure the king they would chearfully 
ſupport him in the proſecution of the war, Mr. 


» $mollet's Hiſtory of England, Vol. . p. 236. 
| Shippen 


4% NAVAL HISTORY [Book v. 
Ship en and ſome other members ſaid, they did 


not ſee the neceſſity of involving the nation in a war 
on account of ſome grievances of which the mer. 
chants complained, as theſe might be amicably re. 
dreſſed. Mr. Stanhope- aſſured the houſe, that he 
had pre ſented five and twenty memorials to the mi- 
niſtry of Spain, on that ſubject, without ſucceſs. 
Mr. Methuen accounted for the dilatory proceedings 
of the Spaniſn court in commercial affairs, by er- 
plaining the great variety of regulations in che ſe- 
veral provinces and ports of that kingdom. It was 
ſuggeſted, that the miniſtry paid very little regard 
to the trade and intereſt of the nation: inaſmuch az 
it appeared by the anſwer from a ſecretary of flate 
to the letter of the marquis de Montelone, that they 
would have overlooked the violation of the trea- 
ties of commerce, provided Spain had accepted 
the conditions ſtipulated in the quadruple alliance: 
that his majeſty the king of Great- Britain did not ſeek 
to aggrandize himſelf by any new acquiſition, but 
was rather inclined-to ſacrifice ſomething of his own 
to procure the general quiet and tranquility of Eu- 
e. A member obſerved, that no body could tell 
how far that ſacrifice would have extended; but cer- 
ainly it was a very uncommon ſtretch of condeſcen- 
fion. This ſacrifice was ſaid to be the ceſſion of Gib- 
altar and Fortmahon, which the regent of France 
ad offered to the king of Spain, provided he would 
ccede to the quadruple alliance. Horatio Walpole 
bſerved,' that the diſpoſition of Sicily in favour of 
the emperor was an infraction of the treaty of 
Itrecht; and his brother exclaimed againſt the injuf- 
tice of attacking the Spaniſh fleet before a declaration 
of war.” Notwithſtanding all theſe arguments and 
objections, the majority agreed to the addreſs ; and 
ſuch another was carried in the upper houſe without 
a diviſion. The declaration of war againſt Spain 
was 


J—— * 
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was pobliſhed with the uſual folemnities; but this 
war was nota favourite of the people; and therefore 
did not produce. thoſe acclamations that were uſual 
on ſuch occaſions *, | | 

Before we coſe this chapter, it will be neceſſary 
to take notice of the reduction of the American bue- 
caneers, in conſequence of the meaſures which had 
been taken for that purpoſe. Captain Woddes Ro- 
gers, who had made a ſucceſsſul voyage found the 
world in a Briſtol privateer, having another under 
his command, as we have already related t, was now 
appointed governor of the Bahama Iflands. When 
he arrived at Providence, which was appointed to be 
the ſeat of his government, he was cordially received 
by the people; and many pirates who harboured there, 
voluntarily ſubmitted. He then proceeded to form 
a council, and eſtabliſh a regular ſyſtem of civil go- 
vernment, which at length brought theſe rovers to 
ſubjection. Two of their veſſels being taken, after 
the time of ſurrender limited in the proclamation 
expired, and the captains and their crews. being 
hanged, theſe neſts of cruel villains and lawleſs free- 
booters were deſtroyed totally, after having for many 


years ſpread terror through the Weſt Indies, and 


even the northern colonies. The cruelties they ex- 
erciſed on thoſe who were ſo unhappy as to fall into 
their hands, exceeded even thoſe committed by the 
African corſairs, and rendered ſlavery among the 


Turks, preferable to their yoke, 


* Saller's Hiffory of England, Vol. K, P24 4 Fige 346. 
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The ſtate of commerce carried on with the nor. 
thern 1 may be eſtimated by the following 
account of the imports and ex ports. 

Imported into Great Britain in the year 1716. 
From Denmark and Norway, in} . 

maſts, timber, pitch and tar, 73, 896 
hemp, &c. | | 
From the Eaſt Country, (or) 
Pruſſia & Livonia)in malt, 103,639 

hemp, linen, cc. | | 
From Sweden, chiefly in iron,) * Nb 
pitch, tar, maſts, &. 4 1392959 

From Ruſſia, chiefly in hemp, þ | 
bipiteh, tar. naſty) ke. 1974270 


| Total imported e 
Exported from Great Britain. | 
To Denmark and Norway 60,317 
To the Eaſt Country 65,293 
To Sweden +. 24,101 
To Ruſſia | 113,154 
Total expotted 264,86; 


Total balance, or loſs to Great Britain 248,899* 


In the year 1717, the intereſt paid on the public 
debts, was reduced from fix to five per cent. in or- 
der gradually to leſſen the national debts. For this 

Purpoſe, the government treated with the Bank and 
South Sea Companies, to whom a great part of the 
national debts was due, and brought them to agree, 


* Boyer's Political State of Great Britain, f 
| no 
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not only for this reduction of the intereft on their 
own reſpective capitals, but that the Bank ſhould 
dvaace or lend to the public, when wanted, two 
millions five hundred thouſand pounds, and the 
South-Sea Company the fum of two millions, at five. 
cent. intereſt ; to be in readineſs for paying off 
ſuch of the proprietors of certain redeemable” an- 
nuities, as ſhould demand their principal money. to 
be paid them, inſtead of 2 of five per cent. 
in lieu of their-preſent intereſt, Three àcts of par- 
liament paſſed in the third year of king George, for 
nere 
This plan ſucceeded to admiration; for all the 
proprietors of thoſe redeemable debts acquieſced in 
the reduction of their. intereſt, ſo that government 
had no occaſion to borrow any part of the ſums. 
ready to be advanced by the two companies. The 
moſt inconteſtable proof of the wealth of the king 
dom, which had thus reduced what is uſually called 
the natural intereſt of money; or that rate of intereſt 
at which money might at that time be borrowed on 
good private ſecurity. + 
Theſe ſavings to the public firſt laid the founda- 
tion for the ſinking fund; which then amounted 
to three hundred and twenty-three thouſand four 
hundred and thirty-four pounds ſeven ſhillings and 
ſeven-pence per annum. This fund, formed on the 
. beſt principle of public utility, was compoſed en- 
tirely of the ſurpluſes or ſavings out of thoſe funds, 
by the ſeveral teductions now and afterwards made, 
in the rates of intereſt and allowances" to the com- 
nies for tranſacting the buſineſs of government. 
heſe regulations did not lower the prices of the 
different ſtocks at market, for at Michaelmas 17 17, 
they © conſiderably roſe in their price; South- 
dea ſtock, which at Lady-day was at one hundred 
, Cap. 7, 8, and 9. 
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three fourths per cent. was at Michaelmas one hun- 
dred and eleven and a half per cent. 
In the year 1717, the Sguth-Sea Company's firg 
mul . 'Þ the Royal Prince, was laden, and failed 
for la Vera Cruz; and on March 1718, the South. 
Se Company's ſecond great annual ſhip was launched 
4 named the Royal George, in honour of the king, 
who, was. governor of the company. But the war 
with Spain put an effectual ſtop to that company's 
commerce to the Spaniſh, Weſt-Indies, where their 
effects, faftors and ſervants, were ſeized and de- 
tained, by which they were ſuppoſed to have loſt v 
Wards of tyo hundred, thouſand pounds. And 4. 
195 the company's agent at Madrid, repreſented 
theſe cauſes of complaint in very ſtrong terms to 
cardinal Alberoni, who promiſed, that the company 
ould be indemnified whenever peace ſhould b. 
reſtored, yet theſe loſſes were never effectually 
made . Indeed, many, hea complaints were 
made of the oppreſſions derte the Spaniſh go- 
verngrs, in direct violation of the aſſiento treaty. 
The cargo of one of their ſhips which arrived at 
_ Canthagena, was confiſcated, on the pretext of over- 
ronnage, although it afterwards appeared op re-mea- 
ſurement, that its cargo was (below the ſtipulated 
tonnage. Indeed, when this was, aſcertained, the 
company recovered. their property, but they were 
obliged to make their fes in Europe, which cauſed 
heavy expences, and when the matter as decided 
the market was loſt. Another of their ſhips, called 
the Elizabeth, which arrived at Vera Cruz, had a 
very heavy duty laid on it there, although, according 
to the treaty, it was ſubject to no duty whatſoever. 
About this time pig and bar iron began firſt to be 
made in the province of Virginis, and of a very 


Anderton on Commerce, Vol, Il. y. 273 . 
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yo age or kind; Which has ſinee been much 
im rove 


rom Auguſt 171 5 to Auguſt. 1716, . the coinage 
at the Lower amounted to one million five hundred 
and farty-two. thouſand; one hundred and fifty-five 
pounds in gold, and only feyen thouſand pounds in 
ſilver. . It Was reckoned that near. two thirds of * 
We Was 1 * TY, lors melted aun 6 
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From the bee of War MR * P Al N 76 ta 
Dea of King Gxog Gu the Fit, 


Plan covered by Cardinal Alberoni and_the Duke of | 
2275 in 78 the „ he Spaniſh 
8 * cotland,, /battered by a Storm and 
| poſe — deedares War againſt Spain, and 
| 7971 SS oj, Men f War on the. Stocks. 
qval T als. in the Mediterranean under Sir 

| 2 Byng— F 1987 Viſcount T orgi 
— 255 ainſt the Co Spain under Lord. 
Cote "nd Y; ce-admiral, Mighels Vigo and 
Pont-a-Vedra jaken— 5 81 under Si John 
Norris /ent inia the Baltic Meeting of Parliament 
=I ts 447 1p the; Dependence, of. the Iriſh Par- 


liament 
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|  Hiament on Great Britain 7b King of 157 gc- 
cedes to the Quadruple ene. Tho. Lambe'; 
Machine for Silk-throwin Efes. of the South- 
Sea 8 Diffurbantes i in the Nortb A. 
Terations in the N toard—Offnſi ve Condu8 
| of the Court of Portagal—American Pirates Jup- 
* preſſed by Captain Ogle—Remarkable Hurricane at 
Fatnifcs = DAbth of the Duke of Orleans—Philip 
of Spain refigns bis Crown,-but reſumes it on the 
Death of his Son Louis—Yarious Treaties —Fleets 
fent out—The Spaniards lay Siege to Gibraltar— 
Which is relieved by Sir Charles Wager—Peace re- 
fored—Death of George the Firſt.— His Charafter 
— The lands. of St. Lucia and St. Vincent granted 
io the Duke of Montague—Whale Fiſbery under. 
taken by the South-Sea Company—New Charter 10 
the Eaſt-India Company— Intereſt on the National 
Debt reduced ts Four per Cent. —The French began 
zo ſupply the European Markets with Sugars — e- 
moirs of Sir John Leake, and of Edward Ruſſel, 
Earl of Orford, 


YOON after the declarati of war avant Spain, 


at Paris, as the Engliſh, miviſter, tranſmitted to his 
court intelligence © "The defigns which cardinal Al- 
beroni, ate Wk the Duke of Ormond, had formed 
_ againſt Englan This was no other than an attempt 
to ke the Chevalier de St. George on the throne. 
Adminiſtration was not inactiye upon the receipt of 
this 5 advice. A fleet was immediately or- 
dered to be got ready, and five thoufand pound re- 
ward was offered by proclamation to any one who 
mould apprehend James Butler, late duke of Or- 
mond. 7 the 11th day of March, 1719, Sir John 
Norris ſatled from Spithead, with nine men of war, 
directing his courſe to theweſtward; and he was — 
after 


the earl of Stair, who ſtill continued to reſide 
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after reinforeed by a ſquadron under the earl of 
Berkley. Troops were likewiſe ſtationed in the moſt 
convenient places for the defence of the kingdom, 
and large bodies of foreign forces came over from 
Holland and Switzerland. Theſe judicious precau- 
tions were however rendered unneceſſary, for ſoon 
after the Spaniſh armament had failed from Cadiz, 
as if a fatality hung over all attempts which that 
kingdom ſhould make to annoy England, a furious 
tempeſt overtook them, on the 28th day of Febru- 
ary, when they were about fifty leagues to the weſt- 
ward of Cape Finiſterre, which continued forty - eight 
hours, and entirely diſperſed the whole fleet, con- 
ſiting of five men of war and forty tranſports. 
The duke of Ormond was on board with five thou- 
ſand land forces; beſides which, were embarked a 
great quantity of ammunition, ſpare arms, and one 
million, pieces of eight. Such ſhips as returned to 
the ports of Spain, were in a very ſhattered condition; 
the number of thoſe that were loſt was never known; 
but a ſmall part of this force, being three frigates 
and five tranſports, reached Scotland, and landed the 
earls of Marſhal and Seaford, and the marquis of 
Tullibadine, with about four hundred men, chiefly 
Spaniards, in the ſhire of Roſs; where they were 
joined by the diſaffected Scots, who preſently a- 
mounted to about one thouſand five hundred men. 
Ormond, however, who was to have headed theſe in- 
ſurgents, did not arrive. Major-general Wightman, 
deleted them at Gleenſhil; after which the Spani- 
atds, amounting to about three hundred, ſurrendered 
at diſcretion, while the three/ noblemen juſt named, 
eſcaped to the Weſtern Iſles, from whence they ſoon 
after found means to return to the continent. Be- 
fore this entire diſperſion, they had met with a check 
at Donan caſtle, which was taken by his ery 6 
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ſhips, the Worceſter, Enterprize, and Flamborough, 
the caſtle being blown up, and the greateſt part of 
their ammunition taken or deftroyed *. 
The regent of France, who was ſtrongly attached 
to the intereſt of the king of Great Britain, declared 
war againſt his couſin the king of Spain. Many of 
the firſt nobility of France, were much offended at 
this ſtep, and when it was determined to ſend an army 
into Spain, marſhal Villars refuſed to act againſt 3 
grandſon of his former maſter. The duke of Ber- 
wick, now inveſted with a marſhal's ſtaff, was not 
fo ſcrupulous; and though he had been the chief 
means of placing Philip upon his throne, by the de. 
eiſive viftory which he gained at Almanza, yet he 
accepted the command of an army which was ap- 
inted to invade his territories, in order to compel 
im to accede to ſuch conditions, as were thought re- 
huiſite to eſtabliſh the general tranquillity of Europe. 
In the month of April, 1719, a detachment, com- 
manded by the marquis de Ciuy, penetrated from 
Gaſcony to Port Paſſage, near Fontarabia, where 
were fix Spaniſh men of war upon the ſtocks, almoſt 
finiſhed; theſe he burnt, together with timber, maſts 
and naval ſtores, to the value of half a million ſter- 
ling ; and ſhortly after, Berwick laid ſiege to Fonta- 
fabia, of which he poſſeſſed himſelf. 
Meanwhile Sir George Byng (who had wintered 
in the Mediterranean) early in the ſpring, proceeded 
from Port Mahon to Naples, where he concerted 
meaſures for the reduction of Sicily; As ſoon as the 
1:nperial army deſtined for that expedition was ready, 
he received it on board his fleet, and landed the 
troops on the iſland. His ſhips, by ſupplying 
the army with neceſſaries, and attentively watch- 
ing the motions of the enemy, greatly accelerated 
* its reduction. On the eighth day of Auguſt the 
4 * Hiſtorical Regiſter. 
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city of Meſſina ſurrendered to the Imperialiſts. The 
admiral then landed a body of Engliſh grenadiers, 
who very quickly made themſelves maſters of the 
Tower of Faro, and thereby gained a free paſſage 
for the fleet to come within reach of ſome Spa- 
niſn men of war, that lay in the mole, protected by 
the guns of the citadel. As the ſurrender of this 
fortreſs was ſoon expected, the different commanders 
who carried on the attack, began to anticipate the 
poſſeſſion of the Spaniſh men of war, all of which 
muſt then be taken. Signior Scampi, general of the 
king of Sardinia's gallies, laid claim to two of them, 
one of ſixty, the other of ſixty- four guns. He founded 
his pretenſions on their having originally belonged 
to the king, his maſter ; for the Spaniards had ſe zed 
them in the port of Palermo. Count de Mercy, who 
commanded for the emperor, inſiſted, that when the 
fort ſhould be taken, that and the port would be- 
long to the emperor, and therefore, according to the 
eſtabliſhed laws of nations, the ſhips became his. 
Our Engliſh admiral ſupported his pretenſions to 
thele prizes, by aſſerting, that the taking them was 
entirely owing to the ſhips he conſtantly ſtationed to 
watch their motions, and if he drew his cruiſers 


off, the Spaniſh ſhips would even then be able to 


leave the port and get to ſea, where he ſhould 
have a chance of meeting with and taking them. 
Such were the pleas urged by the three comman- 
ders, which however, was adjuſted without any diſ- 
agreeable conſequences ariſing ; for Sir George Byng 
reflefting that poſſibly the garriſon might capi- 
tulate for the ſafe return of thoſe ſhips into Spain, 
which he was determined never to offer ; that, on 
the other hand, the right of poſſeſſion might breed 
an inconvenient diſpute among the princes concerned; 
and, if it ſhould prove that they did not belong to 
England, it were better they belonged to nobody ; 
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he propoſed to Count de Mercy, to exect a battery, 
and deſtroy them as they lay in the baſon; who 
urged that he had no orders concerning thoſe ſhips, 
and muſt write to Vienna for inſtructions about it. 
The admiral replied, with ſome warmth, that he 
could not want à power to deſtroy every thing that 
belonged to the enemy, and inſiſted on it with ſo 
much firmneſs, that the general being concerned in 
intereſt, not to carry matters to a diſagreement, 
cauſed a battery to be erected, notwithſtanding the 
proteſtations of Scrampi ; this battery, in a little 
time, ſunk and deſtroyed them, and thereby com- 
leted the ruin of the naval power of Spain“. 

Still however the citadel of Meſſina held out; the 
beſiegers being in want both of artillery and ammu- 
nition. To ſupply, theſe, the admiral ſent aſhore 
the cannon which were on board the Engliſh prizes, 
and procured upon hs own credit, powder and 
other ammunition from Genoa. No ſooner were the 
allies put into poſſeſſion of the citadel by theſe means, 
than Sir George Byng tranſported a large body of 
troops to Tropani, aaother part of the iſland, by 
which the Spaniards were ſo much annoyed, that 
the marquis de Lede, their general, propoſed to eva- 


cuate the iſland. Byng rejected theſe conditions, 


which the other commanders were diſpoſed to grant. 
He inſiſted that the Spaniſh troops ſhould not be 
permitted to quit Sicily and return to Spain, till a ge- 
neral peace was concluded, or until they had engaged 
to ſerve no more, during the continuance of the war, 
Hoſtilities were therefore continued until the admi- 
ral received advice from the earl of Stair, at Paris, 
that the Spaniſh ambaſſador at the Hague, had ſigned 
the quadruple alliance. Commiſſioners were ſome · 
time after appointed on both ſides, and a convention 


* Hiſforical Regiſter, Political State, O!dmixon's Hiſtory, &c- 
cr ; 
| Was 


rr e ents oi od 


— 


82 


Cult. H.] or GREAT BRITAIN. 47 
was ſigned: by it, the Germans were put intd poſs 
ſeſſion of Palermo; and the Spaniſh army marched 
to Termini, from whence they were tranſported 10 
Barcelona: 

On the 10th day of October“, the Sheetneſs, com- 
manded by captain Delgarno, chaſed and took a 
Spaniſh packet boat between Lagos and Cape St. 
Mary, named the St. Francis, of eighteen guns, fix 
pattereroes, one hundred and twenty-five men, and 
thirty paſſengers, bound to Cadiz from St. Domingo. 
About the fame time, captain Saunders in the Dread- 
nought, was ſent by the admiral againſt the Malteſe, 
who had not only aſſiſted the Spaniards, but had 
taken many Engliſh merchantmen. The captain was 
directed to demand ſatisfaction for the injuries and 
inſults which had been committed. After ſome con- 
ſerences had been held with the deputies, which at- 
rived on board the ſhip from the grand maſter and 
council of Malta, full reparation was obtained far 
all the damages done by their ſubjects, to thoſe of 
Great Britain, 

Sir George Byng having ſeen the conventlon for 
the evacuation of Sicily and Sardinia duly executed; 
and having ordered his whole ſquadron to return to 
. England, four ſhips only excepted, ſat out himſelf 
from Genoa by land, and arrived at Hanover on the 
21ſt day of Auguſt, 1720. His majeſty, wha was 
there at that time, received him very gracioully,'tel- 
ling him, he had found ovt the ſecret of obliging 
his enemies, as well as his friends;. for the court of 
Spain' had mentioned him in the moſt honourable 
terms, with reſpect to his candid, and friendly de- 
portment, in providing trafiſports and other neceſſa- 
ries for the embarkation of the troops, and in pto- 
tecting them from oppreſſion. He was appointed 
treaſurer of the navy, and rear-admiral of Great- 
Britain. In a little time the king ennobled him by 
the title of viſeount Torrington ; he was declared a 
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privy councellor, and! afterwards made a knight of 
the Bath, at the revival of that order. 
_ Whilſt theſe tranſactions had paſſed in the Mediter- 
ranean, the Engliſh miniſtry, in order to retaliate the 
invaſion of England, which had been projected by 
Spain, determined to make a deſcent on the Spaniſh 
coaſt; and Corunna, or the Groyne, was the place 
deſtined to be attacked. Four thouſand men, com- 
manded by lord Cobham, were embarked at the Iſl: 
of Wight, and ſailed on the 2 iſt day of September, 
under convoy of five men of war, commanded by 
vice-admiral Mighels. They arrived on the coaſt of 
Galicia, where they cruiſed three days, expecting to 
be joined by two more ſhips of war, under captain 
Johnſon ; but he not appearing, and the tranſports 
being particularly expoſed to Ginger by lying on the 
eoaſt, at that ſeaſon of the year, the. commanders 
having a favourable. wind-to carry them to Vigo, 
determined to bend their courſe thither, inſtead of to 
Coxrunna. ES, 
On the 10th day of October, N. S. they entered 
that harbour; and the grenadiers being immediately 
landed about three miles from the town, drew vp 
on the beach: ſome peaſants fired from the moun- 
tains, at a great diſtance, but without any effect, 
Lord Cobham went a-ſhore with the grenadiers, and 
"the regiments followed as faſt as the boats could 
land them. That night, and the following day and 
night, the troops lay upon their arms. In the mean 
while, proviſions for four days were brought a-ſhore; 
and guards were poſted in ſeveral avenues, to the dil 
tance of above a mile up the country. 
Two days after, his lordſhip moved with the forces 
\ nearer the town, and encamped at a ſtrong poſt, 
with the left to the ſea, near the village of Boas, 
and the right extending towards the mountains. Thus 
motion of the army, and ſome parties that were or- 
dered to view the town and citadel, gave the enemy 
1ome 
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ſome-apprehenſions that preparations were making to 
attack them; whereupon, they ſet fire to the car- 
riages of the cannon of the town, ſpiked the guns, 
and by all their motions, ſeemed to indicate their in- 
tention of abandoning the town to the care of the 
magiſtrates, and inhabitants; and to retire with the 
regular troops, into the citadel. Lord Cobham then 
ſummoned the town to ſurrender, which the ma- 
giſtrates agreed to; and the fame night his lordſhip 
ordered brigadier Hony wood, with eight hundred 
men, to take poſt in the town and fort St. Sebaſtian, 
which the enemy had alſo abandoned. 

On the 14th, a bomb- veſſel began to bombard the 
citadel; but with little execution, on account of the 
great diſtance. That evening, the large mortars, and 
the cohorn-mortars, were landed at the town ; be- 
tween forty and fifty of them, great and ſmall, placed 
on a battery, under cover of fort St. Sebaſtian, began 
in the-night to play upon the citadel, and continued 
it four days with great ſucceſs. On the fourth day 
his lordſhip ordered the battering cannon to be land- 
ed, and, with ſome others found in the town; to be 
placed on the battery of Fort Sc. Sebaſtian. At the 
ſame time, his lordſhip ſummoned the governor to 
ſurrender, acquainting him that if he held out till 
the battery of cannon was ready, no quarter ſhould be 
given. Colonel Ligonier was ſent with this meſſage, 
but found the governor Don Joſeph de los Cereos, 
had. the day before been carried out of the caſtle, 
wounded ; the lieutenant colonel, who commanded 
in his abſence, deſired that hoſtilities might ceaſe, 
whilft he ſent to the marquis de Riſburg, at Tuy, 
for his directions; but this being refuſed, the citadel 
ſurrendered. withour any farther delay, and obtaine 
an honourable capitulation“. | 


® This relation was publiſhed in the London Gazette, dated White- 
hall, Olober 2, 1719. | | 
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The number of men that marched out of the gar- 
riſon was four hundred and fixty-nine, officers in. 
cluded, three hundred had been killed or wounded 
during the ſiege, whilſt, on the fide of the Eng. 
liſh, only two officers and four private men were 
killed, In the town, were fixty pieces of large iron 
cannon, which the Spaniards had ſpiked and da- 
maged, as much as their time would give them leave, 
and in the citadel were forty-three - pieces, of which 
fifteen were. braſs, and two large mortars ; beſidey 
above two thouſand barrels of powder, and ſeveral 
cheſts of arms, amounting to about eight thouſand 
muſquets : all theſe ſtores, and braſs ordnance, were 
lodged there from on board the ſhips that were to 
have viſited Great Britain the preceding ſpring ; and 
the very troops that gave up Vigo, were alſo of that 
expedition. Seven ſhips were ſeized in the harbour, 
three of which were fitting up for privateers, one to 
carry twenty-four guns; the reſt were trading veſſels. 

Vigo being thus taken, the lord Cobham ordered 
major-general Wade to embark with a thouſand men 
on board four trahſports, and to ſail ta the upper 
end of the bay of Vigo ; which he accordingly did, on 
the 25th of October, N. S. and having landed his men, 
marched to Pont- a- Vedra, which place ſurrendered 
without oppoſition, che As 0479p of the town meet- 
ing them with the keys. In the place were taken, 
two forty-eight pounders, four twenty-four pounders, 
fix eight pounders, and four mortars, all braſs: ; be- 
ſides ſeventy pieces of iron (cannon, two. 
ſmall arms, ſome bombs, &c. all which, except the 
twenty-four pounders, were embarked, and major- 
general Wade returned with his booty and troops to 
Vigo, on .the 4th day of November. The next 
day, the lord Cobham finding it would be impoſſible 
for him to maintain his ground any longer in Spain, 
ordered the forces to be embarked, as likewiſe che 
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cannon, &c. vhich being done by the 17th, he failed 
chat day for England, where he arrived the 224 day 
of November ; having loſt in the expedition, about 
three hundred of his men, who were either killed, 
died, or deſertedꝰ. 
In the mean time, captain Johnſon with his two 
ſhips, not having been able to join admiral Mighels, 
proceeded to the port of Ribadeo, to the eaſtward of 
Cape Ortegas, where he deſtroyed two Spaniſh ſhips, 
ſo that the naval power of Spain was totally ruined. 
An expedition agaioſt Peru, in South America, had 
likewiſe been projected, but the earneſtneſs with 
which the court of Madrid ſought a peace, cauſed. 
this remote attack to be laid aſide. | 
Let us now turn to the affairs of the notth, where 
the ſyſtem of politics had undergone a thorough 
change, after the death of Charles king of Sweden. 
Ulrica, the new queen, concluded a peace with king 
George early in the ſummer, by which the duchies 
of Bremen and Verden with all their dependencies, 
were yielded to the electoral houſe of Brunſwick, for 
which inveſtiture the king agreed to pay a million of 
rix-dollars. The czar Peter, however, refuſed to 
conclude a peace- with Sweden, being determined: 
to attempt farther conqueſts. In the beginning of 
September, Sir John Norris was ſent with a ſquadron 
into the Baltic, with orders to join the Swediſh fleet. 
He arrived at Dahlen near Stockholm, on the 6th 
day of the fame month. This junction of the Eng- 
liſh and Swediſh fleets, broke all the meaſures of the 
Ruſſian emperor. His fleet had landed fifteen thou- 
ſand troops at the Scheuron or Batſcs of Sweden, 
where they committed ſavage outrages, but when Sir 
John Norris arrived in thoſe parts; the czar, dread- 


ing the fate of the Spaniſh navy, re- embarked his 
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forces, and ſecured his fleet in the harbour of Reve). 
The conduct of Sir John Norris in this expedition 
was highly meritorious; by his prudence and a&i- 
vity, the moſt eſſential ſervices were rendered his 
country, and the balance of power in the north was 
rved without a blow being ſtruck. This admi- 
ral returned with his fleet to England, about the lat- 
ter end of November. i | 
Soon after the king's return to England, the par. 
lament aſſembled. The houſe of commons was far 
ſrom being unanimous in their opinion concerning 
the meaſures adopted by the miniſtry, but a deciſive 
majority appeared in their favour. On the ad day 
of December, thirteen thouſand five hundred ſeamen 
were yoted for the ſervice of the navy, during the 
year 1720, - Two hundred and ſeventeen thouſand 
nine hundred and eighteen pounds ten ſhillings and 
etght-pence was given for the ordinary of the navy, 
and ſeventy- nine thouſand ſeven hundred and twenty- 
three pounds for the extraordinary repairs. Soon 
aſter, a demand was made for a conſiderable ſum ex- 
pended in the neceſſary ſervice of the laſt year, be- 
yond what was provided in parliament, and after 
at debates, a vote was obtained on the 15th day 
of January, 1720, for three hundred and ſeventy-ſe- 
ven thouſand five hundred and ſixty-one pounds, in 
diſcharge of thoſe expences. The parliament then 
turned to an object of the greateſt inportance; namely, 
that of ſecuring the dependency of the Iriſh parlia- 
ment upon that of Great Britain. Maurice Anneſley 
had appealed to the. houſe of peers in England, from 
a decree of the houſe of peers in Ireland ; which was 
reverſed, The Britiſh peers ordered the barons of 
the exchequer in Ireland, to put Mr. Anneſley in 
poſſeſſion of the lands he had loſt by the decree in 
that kingdom. The barons obeyed this order, and 


the Iriſh houſe of peers paſſed a vote againſt them, 
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as having attempted to diminiſh the juſt privileges of 
the parliament of Ireland; and, at the ſame time, 
ordered the barons to be taken under the cuſtody of 
the black rod. On the other hand, the houſe of 
lords in England reſolved, that the barons of the ex- 
chequer in Ireland had acted with courage and fide- 
lity z and addreſſed the king to ſigniſy his approba- 
tion of their conduct, by ſome marks of his favour. 
To complete their intention, a bill was prepared, by 
which the Iriſh houſe of Lords was deprived of all 
rights of final juriſdiction. This was oppoſed in both 
houſes. In the lower houſe ſome members aſſerted, 
that it would only increaſe the power of the Engliſh 
peers, who already had too much. Mr. Hungerford 
demonſtrated that the Iriſh lords had always exerted 
their power of finally deciding cauſes. The duke of 
Leeds produced fifteen reaſons; againſt the bill; but 
notwithſtanding all oppoſition, it was carried by a 
great majority, and received the royal aſſent. The 
kingdom of Ireland was not, at that time, ſo well 
acquainted with the nature of liberty, and its own 
conſtitution, as it is at preſent. Their houle of lords 
might then conſiſt moſtly of men bred up in luxury 
and ignorance; neither ſpirited enough to make op- 
polition, nor {kilful enough to conduct it“. 

In the beginning of the month of February}, the 
king of Spain acceded to the quadruple alliance. 
Philip, attacked on all ſides, and his kingdom ex- 
hauſted, now {aw the miſchiefs reſulting from the 
ambitious ſchemes which Alberoni had cauſed him 
to adopt. That churchman and miniſter was ſo ob- 
noxious to the emperor, the king of England, and 
the regent of France, that when overiures towards a 
peace were made by Spain, the confederates refuſed 
to treat whilſt the cardinal remained in office. His 
Catholic majeſty, therefore, was compelled to deprive 
him of all his employments, and farther to gratify 
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the allies, ordered him to quit the kingdom in three 
weeks. | | | Boe 

About this time, one captain Barlow was ſent out 
by certain private adventurers, to diſcover a north. 
weſt paſſage to China, through Hudſon's Bay, which 
proved a moſt unfortunate attempt, for neither he 
nor any of his company were ever heard of; yet 2 
part of the wreck of his ſhip was faid to be found 
in that bay, in the latitude of ſixty-three degrees 
north *. 
It was compured, that from the year 1711 to 1719, 
both years included, there had been exported from 
England to the Eaſt-Indies, in foreign filver bullion, 
the ſum of three millions ſeven hundred and-eighty- 
| fix thouſand and five pounds; which, on a medium, 
is, one year with another, four hundred and twenty 
thouſand fix hundred and ſixty- ſeven pounds annu- 
ally 7. $i AT | 

In the 5th year of king George I. a patent wa 
granted to Sir Thomas Lambe, for the ſole and ex. 
cluſive property for fourteen years, of a wonderful 
machine for {ilk throwing, which had been ſome time 
before erected by his brother, on the river Derwent, 
at Derby, by mills which work three capital en- 
gines. This amazingly grand machine, contains 
twenty-ſix thouſand five hundred and eighty-ſix 
wheels, and ninety-ſeven thouſand ſeven hundred and 
forty-ſix movements, which work ſeventy- three 
thouſand ſeven hundred and twenty-ſix yards of or- 
panized ſilk thread every time the water-mill goes 
round, being thrice in one minute, and three hun- 
dred and eighteen millions five hundred and four 
thouſand nine hundred and fixty yards in one day 
and night. One water wheel gives motion to all 
the movements, of which any one may be ſtopped 
ſeparately, without obſtructing the reſt, One fire 
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. engine conveys warm air to every individual part of 
hree this vaſt machine, containing in all its buildings, 
| half a quarter of a mile in length. It is ſaid that 
t out che model was taken from the original in Pied- 
orth- mont, by Mr. Lambe, under the diſguiſe: of a 
ich common” workman ; he having ſecretly drawn its 
r he plan on paper, and then made his eſcape to England. 
yet a Theſe engines have ſaved vaſt ſums to the nation, 
ound which were formerly paid for organized or throwa 
Trees filk, to the Piedmonteſe, altogether in ready money. 
When the term of this patent expired, the patentee 
719, applied to parliament, ſtating, that he had not de- 
from rived ſufficient advantage therefrom, and offering 
lion, to diſcloſe the fecret of the conſtruction for a rea- 
phty- ſonable ſum of money. By an act of the fifth 
1m, George II.“ 14, cool. was granted to him from the 
yenty public, as a conſideration for the eminent ſervices 
innu- he had done the nation, in diſcovering, introducing, 
and bringing to full perfection, at his own great ex- 
Was pence, a work ſo uſeful and beneficial to the king- 
d ex- dom, This act provides, that his majeſty ſhall direct 
erful proper perſons to view the engines, and to take an 
time exact model thereof; to be depoſited in ſuch place 
went, as he ſhall appoint, to ſecure and perpetuate the art 
en- for the ad vantage of the nation. | 
tains The king in his ſpeech, having recommended to 
ty-ſix the commons the conſideration of proper means for 
d and lefiening the national debt, this ſerved as a prelude 
three tothe famous South-Sea act, which became'produc- 
f or- tive of ſo much miſchief and infatuacion through that 
goes ſpirit of avarice and chicanery, which had infeſted 
hun- almoſt all ranks of people. The preceding year, 
four John Law, a Scotchman, had found means to engage 
> day the French miniſtry, to patronize a ſcheme for erect- 
to ing a company in France, under the name ot the 
) 
Pre $3; 9 þ-- | Cap. 8. 
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Miſſiſſppi Company; which at firſt promiſed the 
deluded people immenſe wealth, but too ſoon ap- 
peared an impoſture, and left a great part of that 
nation in ruin and diſtreſs. The people of England 
were now deceived by juſt ſuch another project 
which is remembered by all, under the name of the 
South-Sea ſcheme, and to this day felt by thouſands, 
The riſe of this company has been already traced, 
and the ſtipulations reſpecting its commerce, when 
the peace of Utrecht took place, have been ſpoken 
of; we are now to view it in its inflated ſtate, when 
the nation became duped by the imaginary conſe. 
quence of this commercial body, and fell a prey to 
the deſigns of a junto of knaves. 

Sir John Blount, who had been bred a ſcrivener, 
and was poſſeſſed of all the cunning and plauſibility 
requiſite for ſuch an undertaking, propoſed to the 
miniſtry, in the name of the South-Sea Company, to 
leſſen the national debt, by permitting that company 
to buy up all the debts of the different companies, 
and thus to become the ſole creditor of the ſtate, 
The terms offered the government were extremely 
advantageous. The South-Sea Company was to re- 
deem the debts of the nation out of the hands of the 
private proprietors, who were creditors to the go- 
vernment, upon whatever terms they could agree; 
and, for the intereſt of this money, which they had 
thus redeemed, and taken into their own hands, they 
would be contented to be allowed, for fix years, five 
per cent. and then the intereſt ſhould be reduced to 
four per cent. and be redeemable by parliament. 
For theſe purpoſes a bill paſſed both houſes ; and as 
the directors of the South-Sea Company could not of 
themſelves alone be ſuppoſed to be poſſeſſed of money 
ſuffictent to buy up theſe debts of the government, 
they were impowered to raiſe it by opening a ſubſcrip- 


tion, and granting. annuities to ſuch proprietors as 
ſhould 


* 
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ſhould think proper to exchange their creditors 
namely, the crown for the South-Sea Company, with 
the advantages that might he made by their commerce, 
The ſuperior benefits with which theſe proprietors 
were flattered, by thus exchanging their property in 
the government funds for South-Sea Company ſtack, 
were a chimerical proſpect of having their mo- 
ney turned to great profit, by a commerce to the 
ſouthern parts of America, where it was reported, 
that the Engliſh were to have ſome new ſettlements 
granted them by the king of Spain. The directors 
books therefore were no ſooner opened for the firſt 
ſubſcription, but crowds came to make the exchange ; 
the deluſion ſpread ; ſubſcriptions in a few days 
fold for double the price they had been bought 
at. The ſcheme ſucceeded, and the whole nation 
was infected with a ſpirit of avaritious enterprize. 
The ſtock increaſed to a ſurpriſing degree; the 
fame and credit of the leading directors and ma- 
nagers roſe in proportion. Addreſſes were made 
to them from perſons of high rank, and in teſ- 
timony of miniſterial approbation, ſeveral of the di- 
rectors had the hereditary honour of baronet con- 
ferred on them. Yet very ſoon after, ſuch ſudden 
fluctuations in their ſtock happened, ſometimes even 
in the ſpace of a few hours, as might have given 
clear indications of its precarious value, notwith- 
ſtanding the various arts daily practiſed to keep it 
conſtantly riſing. For though on the 2d day of June 
1720, it got up to eight hundred and ninety per cent. 
yet that vaſt price bringing many ſellers to Change 
Alley, the day following it fell to fix hundred and 
forty, and yet the ſame evening roſe again to ſeven 
hundred and ſeventy. On the 6th it was at eight 
hundred and twenty, but by the 14th fell to feven 
hundred and ten. Many were obliged to ſell out 
their ſtock, to enable them to make their ſecond 
payment 
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payment on the ſubſcription; and ſome began to have 
their eyes opened by the judicious. calculations of 
Archibald Hutchinſon, Eſq; and others. Theſe 
alarming circumſtances obliged the managers to lend 
great ſums of money on South-Sea ſtock, at four 
hundred per cent. which loan anſwered a double pur- 
poſe, by preventing the ſtock which was thus pawned 
being brought to market, and ſupplied the borrowers 
with the means of buying more. So that though 
the price of the ſtock was ſomewhat under eight 
hundred per cent. the junto ventured ſo far out of 
their depth, as to take a third money ſubſcription 
for the purchaſe of ſtock, at one thouſand per cent. 
in ten different payments of one hundred pounds 
each, for five millions of ſtock. In a few days, the 
firſt payment of one hundred pounds roſe to four 
hundred pounds, making the price of the ſtock one 
thouſand three hundred pounds. A few days after 
the Midſummer ſhutting of the books, the price of 
South-Sea ſtock for the opening of them, was at one 
thouſand per cent. and upward, including the ten 
per cent. Midſummer diyidend. | 

* Whilſt South-Sea ſtock was at its meridian height, 
the ſtocks of the other two great companies role gra- 
dually above their real value. Eaſt-India ſtock was 
up to four hundred and forty-five per cent. and bank 
ſtock to two hundred and ſixty. This riſe was partly 
occaſioned by the ſellers out of South-Sea ſtock, and 
alſo out of the bubbles, as they were juſtly termed, 
or numerous inferior ſtocks, at very high prices, who 
thought their money ſafer in being inveſted in theſe 
ſtocks than elſewhere. About Midſummer 1720, 


the advanced prices of all the ſtocks greater or leſs, 


of every kind, were computed to amount to about 
five hundred million of pounds ſterling, or above 
five times as much as the current caſh of all Europe : 
and if the yearly rents of lands and houſes * 

ritain 
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Britain at that time, be ſuppoſed not to exceed four. 
teen millions, and that the full value thereof; and as 
houſes and lands taken together, did not then exceed 
ſixteen years purchaſe on-an average, or two hundred 
and twenty-four millions of money, the current 
price of all the'transferrable funds was above double 
the amount of the fee ſimple of all the immoveable 
property of the nation*, | | 
On the 18th day of Auguſt, the directors of the 
South-Sea Company, obtained from government a 
ſcire facias againſt thoſe airy projects, called bubbles, 
which at this time were become very numerous, and 
had greatly advanced in their prices, even after an 
act of parliament had paſſed this ſeſſion for ſuppreſ- 
ſing them f, and a royal proclamation had likewiſe 
been iſſued to enforce the laws againſt them. But 
theſe reſtraints had not been effectual to repreſs the rage 
for adventurous enterprizes, excited by the hope of 
becoming rich, by more ſpeedy means than perſevering 
induſtry pointed out. Change Alley, therefore, was 
crowded from morning to night, with dealers in thoſe 
bubbles. Some of theſe were founded on obſolete 
and forfeited charters, upon the credit of which, 
large money ſubſcriptions were opened for carrying 
on what the parties were not authorized to do. 
Others grafted new and additional projects on their 


obſolete charters, which had been originally granted 


for very different purpoſes. A third ſpecies of bub- 
bles, and which indeed were the moſt numerous, did 
not even pretend to charters of any kind. Not a 


day paſſed without freſh projects recommended by 


pompous advertiſements 1n all the news papers. On 
ſome of theſe ſix-pence per cent. was paid down ; 
on others one ſhilling per cent. and ſome deſcended 
ſo low as one ſhilling per thouſand, at the time of 


* Anderſon on Commerce, Vol. II. p. 288, + Cap. 179. _ 
ſubſcribing. 
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ſubſcribing. Some of the obſcure keepers of thoſe 
books of ſubſcription, - contenting themſelves. with 
what they had procured in the forenoon by the ſub. 
ſcriptions of one or two millions, diſappeared in the 
afternoon of the ſame day. On ſome ſchemes, that 
had perſons of credit to uſher! them into the alley, 
ten ſhillings depoſit was paid: ſome were divided 
into ſhares, inſtead of hundreds and thouſands, upon 
each of which a certain ſum muſt be paid, and both for 
them and the other kinds, printed receipts were given, 
ſigned by perſons utterly unknown. Lhis univerſal 
phrenzy was at its height when the dog-ſtar raged; 
perſons of quality of both ſexes, were deeply en- 
gaged in theſe bubbles, avarice prevailing at this 
time over every conſideration, either of dignity or 
honour. Noblemen reſorted to taverns and coffee- 
houſes: to meet their brokers, and women of qua- 
lity to the ſhops of milliners and haberdaſhers for 
the ſame purpoſe. Any impudent impaſtor, whilſt 
the deluſion was at its greateſt height, needed only 
to hire a room at ſome coffee-houſe, or other houſe 
near Exchange Alley, for a few hours, and open a 
ſubſcription book, for ſomewhat relating to com- 
merce, manufacture, plantation, or ſome ſuppoſed 
invention, having advertiſed it in the news papers the 
preceding day, and ſubſcribers for one or two mil- 
lions of imaginary ſtock would — flock in. 
Many of the ſubſcribers themſelves were far from be- 
lieving thoſe projects feaſible ; it was enough for their 
purpoſe that there would very ſoon be a premium 
on the receipts for thoſe ſubſcriptions, when they ge- 
nerally got rid of them in the crowded alley, to 
others more credulous than themſelves. And in all 
events the projector was ſure of his depoſit money. 
So great was the wild confuſion among the crowd in 
Change Alley, that the ſame project or bubble has 


been known to be ſold at the ſame inſtant of time, 
) | | ren 
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ten per cent. higher at one end of the Alley than at 
the other. Poſterity will hardly credit the impoſiti- 
ons, which were ſucceſsfully practiſed on the credulity 
of mankind. An advertiſement appeared, for ſub- 
ſcribing two millions to a certain promiſing or pro- 
fitable deſign, which will hereafter be promulgated.” 
Square bits of playing cards, called, “Globe per- 
mits,” were currently ſold for ſixty guineas and up- 
wards, they had the impreſſion of a ſeal on wax, being 
the ſign of the Globe Tavern, in the neighbourhood 
of Change Alley, with the inſcription of © ſail-cloth 
permits,” but no name ſigned thereon. The poſſeſſors 
of theſe were in ſome future time to be permitted 
to ſubſcribe to a new- ſail cloth manufacture, projected 
by one who was then known to be a man of fortune, 
though afterwards involved in great calamities and 
diſgrace*F. | | 

The managers of the South-Sea Company, ima- 
gined that the traffic in theſe bubbles obſtructed the 
riſe of their ſtock. The /cire facias which they pro- 
cured to ſuppreſs them, like the touch of Ithuriel's 
ſpear, inſtantly reduced them all to their proper ſize 
and value. . | 

No ſooner was this abſolute prohibition publiſhed 
in the London Gazette, than a general panic ſeized 
the conductors of all the undertakings and projects. 
The calamities brought on multitudes by this inſtan- 
taneous diſcovery of the illuſion, under the force of 
which they had ſported away their property, though 
grievous in themſelves and widely ſpread, were only 
preludes to the cataſtrophy which ſoon followed, by 
the fall of South-Sea ſtock and ſubſcriptions. From 


* Anderſon on Commerce, Vol. II. p. 291- 

t To ridicule the intatuation that prevailed, the folio ing advertiſe- 
ment appeared. On Tueſday next books will be opened a. 
to receive a ſubſcription of two millions, for the invention of melting 
down ſaw-duft and chips, and caſting them into clean boards, without 
cracks or knots,” | 


Vol. III. H hh the 


| 
| 
| 


426 NAVAL HISTORY IBoox V. 
the iſſuing of the /cire facias, it gradually declined 
in price, though with many great fluctuations, oc. 
caſioned by the many arts practiſed to keep it up. 
The court of directors now ſaw their miſtake but too 
late, in ſuppreſſing the bubbles. On the 3oth day 
of September, South-Sea ſtock had fallen to one 
hundred and ſeventy-per cent. and their bonds were 
at twenty-five per cent. diſcount. Towards the cloſe 
of the year, the conſequences of this fatal impoſition 
became openly apparent. Many families of rank 
and quality, ſuſtained irreparable loſſes. Merchants 
of the firſt conſequence became bankrupts, mutual 
confidence was deſtroyed. Many who had inherited 
ample fortunes, and were accuſtomed to live in ſplen- 
dour, were now reduced to the moſt abject want. 
Many unable to ſupport this reverſe of fortune, retired 
to remote parts of the world to devour their melan- 
choly in filent obſcurity, whilſt thoſe who had ſud- 
denly amaſſed wealth by ſucceſsful dealings in the 
Alley, by their profuſe luxuries and unreſtrained li- 
centiouſneſs, cauſed an evil ſpirit to go forth and 
prevail in the nation, to corrupt and poiſon thoſe 
principles, which are the beſt ſecurity 3 its ſafety 
and proſperity. | 

As the commercial intereſts of the kingdom are fo 
intimately connected with the events of which we 
have treated in this unparalleled year; for the ſatis- 
faction of our readers, we have arranged the ſeveral 
ſtocks, ſubſcriptions, projects, and bubbles, which 
ſubſiſted at that time, with the higheſt prices they at 
any time bore in *Change Alley. | 
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VI. FiSHERIES, 
1. Cawood's North-Sea fiſhery. 
2. Britiſh fiſhery, 2 
3. A royal fiſhery (for ten millions.) 
4, 5. Two more Greenland, or whale fiſheries. 
6. A Grand American fiſhery. 
7. Garraway's, or Pillan's flhery. 
8. The free fiſhery, 
9. A coral fiſhery. 
10. Wrecks to be fiſhed for on the Iriſh coaſt, 
11. Another Greenland fiſhery, 
12. Orkney fiſhery, 


VII. SALr. 
1. Another ſalt project, (beſide one already mentioned) 
2. Rock-ſalt project. 
3. Saltpetre to be made. 
4. Salt-pans in Holy Iſland, (two millions) 


VIII. InsuURances, 
1. Sadler's-Hall inſurance, (afterwards united to the 
Royal- Exchange ditto) | 
2. Inſurance of horſes and other cattle, (two millions) 
3- Inſurance and improvement of children's fortunes, 
4. Inſurance of houſes and goods in Ireland, (with an 
Engliſh earl at the head of it) | 
5, Inſurance of loſſes by ſervants. 
6. Friendly Society for inſurances, 
7. Britiſh inſurance, (ſo called) 
8. Shales's inſurance. 
9. Inſurance againſt theft and robbery. 
10. Ditto for inſuring of ſeamen's wages. 


IX. For making of fite- engines. 


X. RemiTTANCEs oF Money. 
I. General remittance and inſurance of debts. 
2. Stogdon's remittances. 


XI. WATER ComPaANIEs. 


1. An engine to bring freſh water into the town of Deal, 


in Kent. 
2. A project to bring water by a new canal from St. 


Alban's to London. 
3. Another from Rickmanſworth to London. 


4. To make ſalt- water freſh. 


XII. Su- 
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XII. SUGAR. 


1. Refining of ſugar. 
2. Bleaching or whitening of coarſe ſugar without fire. 


XIII. For building of hoſpitals for baſtard children. 
XIV. AMERICA. 


1. For ſettling the Iſle of Santa Cruz in America, 
2. ditto, for the Iſles of Blanco and Sal-Tortuga 
in ditto. 
3. Trade to the river Oronoko. 
4. Trade to Nova-Scotia, (two millions) 
5. Ditto to the Golden Iſlands, [ Sir Rob. Montgomery's] 
6, Ditto for importing of naval ſtores from Nova-Scotia 
and Virginia. 
7, Ditto for walnut-tree from Virginia, (two millions) 
8. Ditto for hemp and flax from Penſylvania. 
9. Ditto for beaver fur, (two millions) 
10. Ditto for pitch and tar, from America and Scotland, 
11. Ditto for importing and exporting of tobacco, (four 
millions) | 


XV. BuiLpinGs. 


I. Building and re-building of houſes in England, 
For purchaſing ground to build on in London, 


2. 
XVI. Lanps. 


1. For meliorating of lands. 

2. For improving of lands in Great-Britain, (four mil- 
lions ſubſcribed for) 

3. Ditto in Flintſhire, (one million ſubſcribed for) 

4+ For improving the breed of horſes, and the improve- 
ment of glebe and church lands, &c. 

5. Planting of madder. Q 

6. Improving of gardens, 

7. For purchaſing and improving of lands. 

8. Ditto for a royalty in Eſſex. 

9. Ditto for fenny lands is Lincolnſhire. 


10. Ditto for improving of tillage and cartle, 
11. Another for the breed of Horſes, 
12. Another for purchaſing the forfeited eſtates, (Sir 


James Hallet's) 1, 200, oool. ſubſcribed. 
For the corn trade. 


I 3. 
XVII. For erecting of turnpikes and wharfs. 
XVIII. For dealing in hops. | 
XIX. For building of ſhips againſt pirates. 
Vol. III. I it XX, For 
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XX. For buying of naval and victualling ſtores for the uſe 
of the royal navy. | 


XXI. OiL BusBBLEs. 

1. An oil patent, with land ſecurity, 
2. Rape- oil, ſubſcription. 

3. Beech: oil, [Aaron Hill's project] 
4. For. making of oil from „ 
5. Ditto from ſun- flower ſeed. 

6. Ditto from raddiſh ſeed. 

XXII. For the corn trade. | 

XXIII. For drying of malt with hot air, 

XXIV. For improving of malt liquors, (four millions) 

XXV. For recovering of ſeamen's wages. 

XXVI. For working of tin-plates, (or whited iron-plates) 
[This manufacture, ſince the year 1720, is 
brought to great perfection in Monmouthſhire, 
and elſewhere in Eogland ; which before, we had 
intirely from Germany ; ours being now alſo of 
greater beauty and durableneſs than any foreign 
tinned plates. 


XXVII. HarBouRs and RIVERS. 
I. For repairing of Morriſon's haven, 
2. For an engine to take up ballaſt. 
3 For making the river Dee, in Cheſhire, navigable. 
Ditto for the river Douglas. 
XXVII. For cleanſing and paving London ftreets, [two 
millions] 
XXIX. SupPLits for LonDoON, viz. 
1. For ſupplyingof London with ſea- coal, (three millions) 
with cattle, 


2. 
3. —— with hay and ſtraw. | 
4. _— paving its ſtreets, (two mil- 


lions) 


XXX. Welt permits for buying and ſelling of ſtocks. 


XXXI. Hemy, FLAx, and their MANUFACTURES, viz. 
1. For planting of hemp and flax in Scotland and Ire- 
land, and for making of fail-cloth, cordage, &c. 
2, and 3. Two other different ſail-eloth ſubſcriptions. 
4. For the Holland and ſail- cloth manufactures. 
. For the cambrick and lawn manufactures. 


b, Sail- cloth in-Ircland, 
0 XXXII. For 


— 
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XxXXXII. For the S1LK and Cor ron MANUFACTUREs,viz. 
1. For raiſing of ſilk-worms. | 
2. Another for planting of mulberry-trees, and breeding 
of ſilk- worms in Chelſea-Park, (by Sir Richard 
Manningham) where 2000 of thoſe trees were ac- 
tually planted, and many large expenſive edifices 
were erected ; the remains whereof are ſcarcely now 
to be ſeen! 
3. For making of muſlin, | 
4. For improving the cotton, and the filk and cotton 
manufactures, ; f 
5. Another for improving the ſilk manufactures. 
XXXIII. METALS, Mines, and MINxRERALs, viz. 
1. For making of iron and ſteel in Great-Britain, (four 
millions) 5 


> uſe 


is 
ire, 2. For the improving of Engliſh iron and tee], 

had 3. For extracting of ſilver from lead. 

) of - 4+ For improving the tin- mines of Cornwall and De- 


vonſhire, | 
5. For the tranſmuting of quickſilver into a malleable 
and fine metal, 
6, For ſmelting of lead, 
7. For milling of lead. 
8, For improving of Mr. Wood's iron works and ma- 
nufactures. 
9. For improving the lead- mines in Glouceſterſhire, 
10. For the importing of Swediſh iron. 
11. For the improving of Engliſh copper and braſs, 
12. For improving the Derbyſhire mines. 
13. Ditto for the Jamaica mines. 
14. For improving the Britiſh allum works. 
15. For making of iron with pit-coal. 
XXXIV. For the making of China ware and Delft ware. 
XXXV, For importing a number of large jack-aſſes from 
Spain, in order to propagate a larger kind of mules 
in England : for which purpoſe marſh-Jands were 
treating for near Woolwich. A clergyman bein, 
at the head of this bubble. - 
XXXVI. For trading in human hair, 
XXXVII. Ditto in Flanders lace, 
- XXXVIII. For fatting of hogs. 


XXXIX. For preparing of tobacco for the making of ſnuff, 
(or | T&F A XL. For 
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XL. For purchaſing or recovering ofeſtates illegally detained. 

XLI. For a more inoffenſive method of emptying or clean. 
ſing of neceſſary-houſes. | 

XLII. For better curing of the venereal diſeaſe, 

XLIII. A ſubſcription advertiſed, and actually opened, for 
an undertaking, which ſhall in due time be revealed. 

XLIV. For importing of timber from Germany. 

XLV. Ditto — — from Norway. 

XL VI. For a trade to his majeſty's German dominions; 

XLVII. For the exportation of our woollen manufacture, 

| and the importation of copper, braſs, and iron. 

XLVIII. For the more effectual making of Colcheſter bays, 

XLIX. For employing the poor, [Lawr. Braddon] - 

L. For employing poor artificers, and for furniſhing mer- 
chants with money. 

LI. For lending money to merchants to pay their duties; 
for purchaſing government ſecurities ; for granting 
annuities for lives ; and for building of ſhips to let 

„ 

LII. For lending money on ſtocks, annuities, &c. 

LIII. Another ditto for lending money on intereſt. 

LIV. Another ditto for the encouragement of the induſtrious. 

LV. For making of glaſs bottles. 

LVI. For making of coach-glaſſes and looking-glaſſes, 
{two millions] 

LVII. For making of pitch, tar, turpentine, &c. 

LVIII. For making of pantiles. 

LIX. For making of ſope. 

LX. For making of Joppa and Caſtile ſope. 

LXI. For making of Mancheſter ſtuffs, cottons, and tapes. 

LXII. For a grand diſpenſary [three millions] 

L XIII, For a wheel for a perpetual motion. 

LXIV. For lading and entering goods at the Cuſtom- 
houſe. 

LXV. For trading in and improving certain commodities 
of this kingdom, [three millions} 

LXVI. For a trade to Barbary, (Jezreel Jones's) 

LXVII. For making of paſteboard and packing-paper. 

LXVIII. Another for a paper manufacture, 

LXIX. For making of ftarch. | 

LXX. For building and re-building of houſes throughout 

England, I three millions] 

| LXXI, For 
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LXXI. For furniſhing of funerals. 

LXXII. Another for buying and felling of lands, and 
lending money at intereſt, ¶ five millions] 

LXXIII. Loan» offices for encouraging the induſtrious. 

LXXIV. For the clothing, felt, and pantile trades. 

LXXV. Inſuring and increaſing children's fortunes. 

LXXVI. For imperting of oils and other materials for the 
woollen manufactures, 

LXXVII. For paying penſions to widows, &c. at a ſmall 
diſcount, | two millions] 

LXXVIII. For employing poor artificers, furniſhing mer- 
chants, &c. with watches. 

LXXIX. For inſuring of maſters for the loſſes ſuſtained by 
ſervants, [three millions] 


LXXX. Timber from Wales. 


It appeared by an enquiry in the houſe of com- 
mons, when the South-Sea Company's bill was under 
diſcuſſion there, that the propenſity to ſet on foot new 
projects, had been very prevalent for two or three 
years paſt. Among the many abortive ſchemes 
ſtarted, two of a more mature growth, were brought 
into exiſtence, and continue to this day. A charter 
was granted to certain private gentlemen and mer- 
chants, to form themſelves into a body corporate, by 
the name they ſtill bear of the Royal Exchange Al- 
ſurance Company; its capital conſiſting of five hun- 
dred thouſand pounds. Another aſſociation was like- 
wile incorporated for inſuring ſhips and merchandize, 
by the name of the London Aſſurance Company.” 
Its firſt ſubſcription was two millions, and its preſent 
ſtock or capital, conſiſts of thirty-ſix thouſand ſhares, 
on each of which twelve pounds ten ſhillings was 
originally paid. Thus arote the two very uſeful and 
flouriſhing inſurance corporations, who alſo are em- 
powered to lend money upon bottomree, and each of 
them afterwards obrained charters for infuring from 
loſs by fire. For the obtaining their charter, each 

company 
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company paid three hundred thouſand pounds fo; 
diſcharging the king's civil lift debts ; but part of 
that ſum was afterwards remitted. *' 

We return now farther to conſider the unfortunate 
ſituation of the proprietors of the Britiſh national 
debts, ſubſcribed into the South-Sea Company, and 
the purchaſers of South-Sea ſtock by money ſub- 
ſcriptions at high prices. The chief reſource of theſe 
unfortunate dupes now lay in the legiſlature, by 
whoſe interpoſition they hoped to obtain'an'equitable 
diſtribution, of the undivided South-Sea ſock as far 
as that would go. A ſecret committee of the houſe 
of commons, which ſat in the beginning of the year 
1721, made ſeveral] reports againſt the conduct of the 
South-Sea directors, and indirectly againſt others in 
very high ſtations, ſome of whom were expreſly in. 
cluded in the laws made for mulcting thoſe directors, 
and for ſequeſtrating their eſtates, and thoſe of ſome of 
their principal ſervants. Knight, the treaſurer of the 
South-Sea Company, who had been entruſted with 
the whole affair, withdrawing himſelf from the 
kingdom; a proclamation was iſſued to apprehend 
him, and another for preventing any of the di— 
rectors from eſcaping out of the kingdom. Knight 
was ſeized at Tirlemont, and committed to the 
citadel of Antwerp, The Britiſh miniſter at the 
court of Vienna, hereupon applied for the delinquent 
to be delivered up, in order that he might be brought 
to juſtice, but the wealth which he had amaſſed, pro- 
cured him protection from the States of Brabant, 
who inſiſted that they enjoyed a chartered privilege, 
by which all perſons apprehended for crimes within 
their juriſdiction, were amenable to that ſtate. The 
houſe of commons were much incenſed at the pro- 
tection which was thus granted to a man who had de- 
frauded a whole nation, but whilſt the emperor was 
afreſh eatrcaced to interpole, Knight eſcaped from his 

| confinement, 
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confinement, and found means to elude the vigilance 
of his purſuers. | | _ 
ln the mean time, the houſe of commons purſued 
their enquiries with great ſpirit; Mr. Secretary Craggs 
and Mr. Aiſlabie, chancellor of the exchequer, were 
found to have been concerned with the South-Sea 
directors in their deluſive projects. Craggs died be- 
fore the cenſure of the houſe was paſſed upon his 
conduct, but Aiſlabie was expelled the houſe, and 
committed a priſoner to the Tower. Ihe South-Sea 
directors were ordered to deliver inventories of their 
eſtates, whieh were confiſcated by act of parliament, 
towards making good the damages ſuſtained by the 
company, after a certain allowance was, deducted for 
the ſubſiſtence of each, according to his former rank, 
and as he had been more or leſs concerned in the frauds. 
The whole capital ſtock of the company had amount- 
ed to near 38,000,000, at the end of year 1720, 
and only twenty-four millions and a half were al- 
lotted to the proprietors, the remaining capital ſtock 
belonging to the company in their corporate capa- 
city. It was the profit ariſing from the execution of 
the South-Sea ſcheme, and out of this the bill en- 
acted, that ſeven millions ſhould be paid to the pub- 
lic. The preſent act likewiſe directed ſeveral addi- 
tions to be made to the ſtock of the proprietors, out 
of that poſſeſſed by the company in their own right: 
it made a particular diſtribution of ſtock, amounting 
to two millions two hundred thouſand pounds, and 
upon remitting five millions of the ſeven to be paid 
to the public, annihilated two millions of their ca- 
pital. It was enacted, that after theſe diſtributions, 
the remaining capital ſtock ſhould be divided among 
all the proprietors. This dividend amounted to thirty- 
three pounds fix ſhillings and eight- pence per cent. 
and deprived the company of eight millions nine 
hundred thouſand pounds. They had lent above 
11,000,000 on ſtock unredeemed ; of which the par- 
liament 
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ment diſcharged all the debtors upon their paying 
ten per cent. Upon this article, the company's loſs 
exceeded fix millions nine hundred thouſand pounds, 
for many debtors refuſed to make any payment, 
The proprietors of the ſtock loudly complained of 
their being deprived of two millions, and the parlia. 
ment in the ſequel, revived that ſum which had been 
annihilated, By the wiſe and vigorovs reſolutions 
of the parliament, the South-Sea Company was ſoon 
in a condition to fulfil their engagements with The 
public, the ferment of the people ſubſided, and the 
credit of the nation was reſtored“. 

Whilſt theſe domeſtic ferments prevailed, the af- 
fairs of the north were ſtill involved in diſagreement 
and contention. After the death of Charles XII. the 
Swedes aſſerted that their crown was elective not he- 
Feditary, and proceeded to elect Frederic, prince of 

efle, conſort to their queen, for their king, at her 
expreſs deſire. Hereby they excluded the duke of 
Holſtein, her ſiſter's ſon. The czar Peter entered 
into the intereſts of this young prince, and propoſed 
to the Swediſh diet, that they ſhould annul their 
election, and ſettle the crown on the prince of Hol- 
ſtein, after which he engagedto give him his daughter 
in marriage, and for her dower the provinces which 
he had conquered from Sweden ; at the ſame time 
intimating, that if his offer was refufed, they muſt 
expect the war to be proſecuted with redoubled fury; 
and in confirmation of this threat, he cauſed great 
naval preparations to be made in all his 3 As 
Ulrica Eleanor, queen of Sweden, had entered into 
a cloſe league with the king of Great-Britain, it was 
thought neceſſary to ſupport her huſband in his poſ- 
ſeſſion of the throne ; whereupon Sir John Norris 
was again ſent into the Baltic, with a ſtrong ſquadron, 


* Smollet's Hiſtory of England, Vol. X. p. 272, : 
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prevail on the ezar to enter into terms of 
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pesce. I he Engliſh fleet joined that of Sweden as 
auxiliaries, but they had no opportunity of acting 
apaint che Ruſſtan ſquadron, which ſecured itſelf in 
Revel. The ſuperiority-which was hereby mai! tained 
in the Baltic, inclined the czar to liften to an accom- 
modation, and peace was concluded ar Neiſtadt, on 
the 31ſt day of Auguſt 1721. By this treaty the 
czar was ſecured in the poſſeſſion of choſe provinces 
which he had conquered, in return for which the 
Swedes received various immunities and advant 
This important buſineſs being ſe tled, Sir John Nor- 
ris took leave of the Swediſh court, and failed: for 
n, where he arrived in the beginning of the 
month of October; and foon alcer he Proceeded'to 
England. 

The 1 n a change, 
the earl of Berkley was inted firſt lord, Sir John 
Jennings, John Cockburn, and William Cherwynd, 
Eſqrs. Sir John Norris, Sir Charles Wager, and Da- 
niel Pulteney, Eſq; commiſſioners for executing the 
— of lord high-admiral of Great Britain. 

he parliament met on the 19th day of ORober, 
— houſe of commons voted ſeven thouſand 
a — the ſea -lervice during the year 1722, at 
the uſual rate of four pounds a man per month, at 
thirteen months in the year; and two hundred and 
eighteen thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety-nine 
pu unds four — and ſeyen pence was granted 

the ordinary of the navy. 

About the beginning of December, Sir Charles 
Wager and rear-admiral Hofier, were appointed to 
command a ſquadron, which was fitted out upon a 
ſecret expedition, though generally thought to be 
deſigned againft Portugal, to demand ſatisfaction for 
an inſult offered the Britiſh nation at Liſbon, in the 
perſons of Meſſrs. Wingfield and Roberts, two gen- 
Vor. III. K k K tlemen 
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tlemen of the factory there, whoſe. effects had been 
ſeized ; they themſelves impriſoned, and even con- 
demned to death, under the pretence of having 
exported gold coin. A law had been made in Por. 
tugal, by which the. exportation of any coin what. 
ſoever was forbidden upon pain of death; but the 
nature of the trade with England, made it nec 

for the government to connive at the violation of this 


ſtatute: the woollen manufactures which are imported 


into Portugal from England, being more in value 
than fix returns of wine. The motives which led 
the miniſtry of the court of Liſbon to exerciſe this 
act of ſeverity is not known, but the vigorous mez- 
ſures which were taken by the Britiſh cabinet, ſo 
effectually alarmed thoſe againſt whom they were de- 
ſigned, that the gentlemen of the factory were ſet a 
liberty, their property reſtored to them, an d the 
whole affair amicably adjuſted. Hereupon the naval 
armament was laid aſide, and the harmony between 
the two nations became re-eſtabliſhed, | 

| Whilſt the tranquillity of Europe thus continued 
uninterrupted, the piraticaldepredations in the Welt- 
Indies and America, which had been ſuppreſſed by 
the vigilance of governor Rogers and other comman- 
ders there, began to be renewed. The Spaniards, 
who ſecretly fomented theſe outrages, had occaſioned 
their revival. . The moſt conſiderable of theſe fice- 
booters was one Roberts, who was an experienced 
ſeaman, fearleſs of danger, qualified to command, and 
ever vigilant in the execution of his deſigns. He 
had with him three ſhips ; that which he was on 
board, carried forty guns, and one hundred and fit- 
ty-two.men ; another had thirty-two guns, and one 
hundred and thirty-two men; the third was a veſſel 
of twenty-four guns and ninety- men. With this 
force Roberts did incredible miſchief in the Weſt⸗ 


Indies, afterwards he failed to Africa, where he took 
many 
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many prizes, but captain Ogle, in the Swallow, was 
fortunate enough to ſuppreſs this free-booter in th 
month of April 1722, This ſervice was performę 
with great addreſs in the following manner. 
As Ogle was cruizing off Cape Lopez, he received 
intelligence that Roberts and bis three ſhips were ia 
an adjoining bay, whereupon he took in his lower 
tier of guns, and appearing in ſight, the pirates 
miſtook him for a, merchantman, and one of the 


ſhips ſlipped her cable, and gave chaſe. Captain 


Ogle crowded {ail to draw his purſuer to ſuch a diſ- 
tance that his canfederates might not hear the re- 
rt of the guns; which, as ſoon as he had reached, 
he inſtantly. tacked, rug out his lower tier, and pour- 
ed his broadſide into the pirate, which killed the com - 
mander Skyrm; notwithſtanding which, the engage - 
ment was arne for an hour and an half, when 
ſhe ſtruck. Captain Ogle then bent his courſe back 
to the bay, and to deceive the other two ſhips, he 
hoiſted the king's colours under the pirates black 
flag, with a death's head on it. This ſtratagem ſuc- 
ceeded, for the pirates ſeeing the black flag upper- 
moſt, concluded the king's ſhip had been taken, and 
quitted their harbour to congratulate their conſort on 
his victory. But they ſoon found their miſtake, 
when a deſperate engagement enſued, which conti- 
nued for near two hours. Roberts, whoſe determined 
bravery had till then rendered the conteſt doubtful, 
was at length killed, when the exertions of his adhe- 
rents immediately abated, and both ſhips ſoon after 
ſtruck. Captain Ogle carried: his prizes into Cape 
Coaft-caſtle, having taken one hundred and ſixty men 
on board the three ſhips. Here the priſoners were 
brought to their trials, . of them were 
capitally convicted, of theſe fifty- two were executed, 
and moſt of them hung in chains along the coaſt. 
This act of juſtice had a very good effect in ſuppreſs- 
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ing that ſpirit of rapine which was too ready to break 
out; as the taking ſeveral pirates in the Weſt-Indies, 
towards the latter end of the ſame year, did in thoſe 
ſeas. Bot theſe ſuccefſes were far from putting an 
end to the miſchief, ſo that it was found neceſſary 
ſoon after to ſend ſeveral ſhips of war to the northern 
colonies and to Jamaica, which, by degrees, extir- 
pated this dangerous crew of robbers ®. 
The Britiſh government being informed, that the 
ermiffaries of the pretender were very buſy in carryi 
on their intrigues at ſeveral foreign courts, and t 
they had fitted out a ſhip, called the Reſolution, 
which then lay in the mole of Genoa ; orders were 
diſpatched ro the captains of fuch Engliſh ſhips 
of war as were cruiſing in the Mediterranean, to 
ſeize and poſſeſs themſelves of this veſſel, which 
they performed in the beginning of the month of 
November. But though che ſhip was ſecured, the 
6fficers eſcaped. WA” 


On the 28th day of Auguſt 1722, an hurricane 


happened at Jamaica, which is ſaid to have been the 
moſt remarkable that ever was known in that iſland. 
Great numbers of the inhabitants were cruſhed by 
the ſudden fall of theit houſes, but many more were 
ſwept away by an overwhelming inundation of the 
fea, which being raiſed by the violence of the wind 
to a much greater height than was ever known be- 
fore, broke down the mounds which fenced it off, 
and ſpread deſtruction over a large track of country. 
In this calamity, the own of Port Royal was parti- 
cularly involved. At Kingſton great damage was 
done by the force of the wind, but that town was 
Tafe from the inroads of the ſea. All the veſſels that 
rode in its harbour, however, which were between 
forty and fifty ſail, were either driven on ſhore, 


* Campbell's Lives of the Admifals, Vol. LY, 5. 473: 
overſet 
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orerſet or ſunk; many large ſhips with all their lading 
were thrown quite upon dry land ; and the next day, 
whenthe ftorm abated, nothing was to be ſeen in the 
harbour but wrecks and dead bodies. At Spaniſh 
town the houſes were unroofed, and many blown 
down; bur fortunately no lives were loſt. The da- 
mage which the trading part of the iſland ſuſtained, 
by the loſs of their ſhipping and „was immenſe, 
whilſt the planters were reduced to the moſt diſtreſſed 
circumſtances by the deſtruction of their dwellin 

houſes and ſugar works. Had the fury of the — | 


continued ſome hours longer, the whole iſland would 


have become one general wreck, and nothing ſhort 
of final and univerſal ruin would have enſued ®*. 
The parliament having met on the gth of October, 
the houſe of commons, on the 24th of the ſame 
month, granted tea thouſand men for the ſea · ſervice, 
at four pounds per month, for the year 1723 ; and, 
on the aꝛgth, they reſolved, that two hundred and 
ſixteen thauſand three hundred and eighty- eight 
pounds fourteen ſhillings and eight - pence be allowed 
for the ordinary of the navy, for the ſame year; and 
ſoon after, the king was pleaſed to promote captain 
Charles Strickland, to the rank of rear-admiral of 
the blue, in the room of admiral Mighells,, who wag 
appointed comptroller of the navy; and admiral Lit- 
tletoa dying the th of February, rear admiral Strick- 
land ſucceeded him as vice · admiral of the white; and 
Sir George Walton was made rear - admiral of the 


blur, the other admirals taking place according to 


their ſeniority. 


The year 1723 was remarkable for the death of 
the duke of Orleans, regent of France, who ſince 
the deceaſe of Louis XIV. had ruled that nation with 
the moſt abſolute authority. From the infirm con- 


* Letter to Sir Hans Sloane, baronet, Campbell's Lives of the Ad- 
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ſtitution of the infant king, he had conceived hopes 
of aſcending the throne, and concerted his meaſures 
accorgingly, by entering into cloſe: friend{Rip with 
Great Britain and other powers to enable him t0 
oppoſe the pretenſions of Philip of Spain, who in 
that caſe would have been his competitor. | But how 
vain are the ſchemes of human ambition! Louis X. 
as he advanced towards manhood, became healthy 
and robuſt, and the aſpiring regent was cut off in an 
inftant by an apoplexy, in the goth year of his age, 
The duke of Bourbon ſucceeded: as prime miniſter 
of France, whoſe elevation did not at all change the 
pacific diſpoſition of that court towards Great Bri- 
nnn iat! A f | 
In the beginning of the next year, Philip V. king 
of Spain, grown weary of the crown he had laboured 
ſo aſſiduoully to acquire, determined to renounce the 
world, and retired with his queen to the monaſtery 
of St. Idefonſo. Hereypon he ſent the marquis of 
Grimaldi, his principal ſecretary of ſtate, to his ſon 
the prince of Aſturias, with a ſolemn-renunciation 
of the crown, and a letter of advice, in which he 
exhorted him to cultivate the blefſed Virgin with 
the warmeſt devotion, and put himſelf and his king- 
doms under her protection. The renunciation was 
publiſhed through the whole monarchy of Spain; 
and the council of Caftile reſolved, that Louis, the 
young prince, might aſſume the reins of government 
without aſſembling; the cortez, | 
On the 2oth of April 1725, a petition was pre- 
ſented to the houſe by the lord Finch, in behalf of 
Henry St. John lord viſcount Bolingbroke, praying 
that the execution of the law with reſpect to his for- 
feiture might be ſuſpended, as a pardon had already 
ſuſpended it with reſpect to his life. Mr. Walpole 
hereupon ſignified to the houſe, by his majeſty's 
command, that ſeven years before, the petitioner = 
made 
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made his humble application and ſubmiſſion to the 


king, with aſſurances of duty, allegiance and fide- 


lity. That from his behaviour ſince that time, his 
majeſty was convinced of his being a fit object of 
his mercy; and conſented to his petitioning the 
houſe. _ The petition being read, Mr, Walpele de- 
clared himſelf fully fatisfied, that the priſoner had 
ſufficiently atoned for his paſt offences, and therefore 
deſerved the favour of that houſe, ſo far as to en- 
able him to enjoy the family inheritance that was 
ſettled upon him, which he could not do by virtue 
of his majeſty's pardon, without an act of parliament. 
Lord Finch moved, that a bill might be brought 'in 

r this purpoſe ; and was warmly oppoſed by Mr. 
Methuen, comptroller of the houſhold, who repre- 
ſented Bolingbroke as a monſter of iniquity. His 
remonſtrance was ſupported by lord William Powlet 


and Mr. Onſlow ; notwithſtanding this oppoſition, - 


the bill was paſſed through both houſes, and received 
the royal aflent *. 4159 + 


The public tranquility was now threatened to be 


again diſturbed by a new ſyſtem of politics being 
adopted by the powers upon the continent. Louis, 
king of Spain, died ſoon after his acceſſion to the 
throne, which drew his father Philip from his mo- 
naſtic retreat, and led him to reſume that crown 
which he had ſurrendered. He was no ſooner rein- 
ſtated in his regal dignity, than he gave up the reins 
of government to the entire management of his 
queen, who poſſeſſed an active enterprizing ſpirit, 
and whoſe ambition was unbounded; The infanta of 
Spain had been contracted in marriage to the French 
king, but that monarch conceived fo violent a diſ- 
like to his conſort, that he determined to ſend her 
back, the nuptials not having been conſummated. 


„ Smollet's Hiſtory of England, Vo', X. p. 392» 
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The queen of Spain reſented this" inſult offered rg 
her daughter, and, in revenge, diſmiſſed mademoiſelle 
de Beaujolois, one of the regent's daughters, who had 
been betrothęd to her ſon Don Carlos. A peace 
between the courts of Vienna and Madrid was con- 
cluded at Vienna, by the duke de Ripperda, on the 
part of his Catholic majeſty. By this treaty the em- 

pero Charles VI. agreed to acknowledge Philip, as 

ing of Spain and He Indies; and engaged to offer 
him no moleſtation in the poſſeſſion of thoſe domi- 
nions that were ſecured to him by the treaty of 
Utrecht. On the other hand, Philip renounced all 

nſions to the dominions in Italy and the Ne- 

thetlands which the emperor held. At the ſame time 
atreaty of commerce was ſigned, by which che ſub- 
Jets of Auſtria were entitled to advantages in trade 
Wien Spain, fuperior to any other nation: the king 
of Spain guarantied the Oſtend Eaſt India Company; 
and agreed to pay an annual ſubſidy of four millions 
of piaſtres to the emperor. 

King George could not remain à calm ſpectator 
of this cloſe alliance, formed between two powers, 
one of which the arms and treaſure of Great Britain 
had been employed to raiſe upon the rum of the 
other. To counteract this new confederacy, a defen- 
five treaty was entered into between Great: Britain, 
France and Pruſſia, and concluded at Hanover in the 
month of September, 1725. Hereby the'dominions, 
poſſeſſed by the contracting parties, were mutually 
guarantied, as well as che commercial intereſts of each 
power. King George, in his return from Hanover, 
after having ratified chis alliance, embarked on board 
the Carolina yacht, at Helvoetfloys, on New Year's 
Day, 1726, with a fair wind at north- eaſt, and failed 
immediately: afew hours after he had got out to ſra, 
a violent ſtorm aroſe, which diſperſed the fleet, ſo that 


only one man of war, commanded by captain 1 
| pt 


| 


kept company with the king's yacht, on board of 
which was Sir John Norris. This tempeſt continued 
with un abating fury for thirty-ſix hours, fo that the 


whole fleet as well as the royal yacht, were expoſed ' 


to the moſt imminent danger. On the 3d day of Ja- 
nuary in the morning, the winds ſubſided, when the 
yachts and the men of war that convoyed them were 
near Dover ; the King that ſame day landed at Rye, 
and proceeded from 2 to London. Oa the 20th 
the parliament met, on which occaſion the king in 


% his ſpeech took notice of the engagements which had 


been entered into by ſome foreign powers, Which 
ſeemed to threatea Europe with freſh: troubles and 


commotions, and particularly to deprive Great Britain, 
of ſome beneficial branches of her commerce. Thele. 
proceedings he obſerved had obliged him to concert 


with other powers, ſuch meaſures, as might give a 


check to the ambitious views of thoſe who were en- 
deavouring to render themſelves formidable, and put 
a ſtop to the farther progreſs of ſuch dangerous de-. 


ſigns, He added, that the enemies of. his govern- 


ment were already very buſy by their ioſtruments and 


emiſſaries in thoſe courts, whoſe meaſures ſeemed moſt 


to favour their purpoſes, in ſoliciting and promoting, 


the cauſe of the pretender. - | | 

On the 26th of January, the houſe of commons 
reſolved, that ten thouſand men be employed for the 
ſea-ſervice, for the year 1726, at four pounds a man 
per month, for thirteen months. The 23d of Fe- 
bruary they reſolved, that two hundred and twelve 
thouſand three hundred and eighty-one pounds five 
thillings be granted for the ordinary of the navy for 
the ſame year. But this proviſion being not thought 
ſufficient, his majeſty on the 24th of March, ſent a 
meſſage to the houſe of commons, importing, that 
he found it neceſſary to augment his maritime force, 
and hoped he ſhould be enabled by the alliſtance of 
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parliament, to enereaſe the number of ſeamen already 
voted and granted for the ſervice of this year, that 
he might thereby, not only ſecure to his own ſub- 
Jects, the full and free enjoyment of their trade 
and navigation, but, in the beſt manner, prevent 
and fruſtrate ſuch deſigns as had been formed 
againſt the particutar intereſt of this nation, and the 
general peace of Europe. Upon this meſſage, a 
very warm debate enſued, which iſſued in an addreſs 
from the houſe to his majefly, deſiring that he would 
be pleaſed to make ſuch an addition to the number 
of ſeamen already voted, and to concert ſuch other 
meaſures, as he in his great wiſdom ſhould think 
moſt conducive to the ſecurity of the trade and na- 
vigation of this kingdom, and to the preſervation of 
the peace of Europe; aſſuring his majeſty, that they 
would effectually provide for, and make good all 
ſuch expences and engagements as ſhould be entered 
into for obtaining thofe- great and deſirable ends. 
As ſoon as the courts of Vienna and Madrid ap- 


prehended that their views were croſſed, and the 
ends propoſed by their conjunction diſappointed, by 


the counter- alliance at Hanover, they immediately 


reſolved to have recourſe to foreign negotiations, in 
order to increaſe the number of their allies; and 
- when they found themſelves ſufficiently powerful, 
they deſigned to have reſorted to open force. With 


à view to render this ſcheme effectual, the emperor 
began to execute ſome projects in the north, in 


which he met, at firſt, with extraordinary ſuccels. 


The czarina Catherine, relict of the czar Peter the 
fitſt, had concerved a diſtaſte ro the Britiſn court, and 
had, by ſome Stortiſh people about her, been drawn 
to believe it might prove no difficult tafk ro overturn 
the government in Great Britain, and place the cheva- 
Her de St. George on that throne. The ſame ſcheme 
had been propoled at the Imperial court, by ne 
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of the miniſters; information of which, having been 
given to the court of London, his majeſty took no- 
tice of it in his ſpeech. The Spaniſh court readily 
adopted that, or any other expedient. which might 
procure them Gibraltar, and facilitate their acquiſi- 
tions in Italy, then, and {till the great objects of 
their policy. Sor 
Such being the poſture of affairs, it was reſolved 
in council to ſend a ſtrong fleet into. the Baltic, to 
overawe the Czarina, whilſt another ſquadron ſhould 
fail to the coaſt of Spain, and a third to the Welt- 
Indies. The command of the armament for the north 
was given to Sir Charles Wager, under whom Was 
Sir George Walton. It conſiſted of twenty-two ſhips 
of the line, one frigate, and an hoſpital ſhip. The 


admiral hoiſted his flag on board the Torbay, a third 


rate, at the Nore, on the 13th day of April, 1726, 
and on the 17th far ſail, and arrived in Copenhagen 
road on the 25th. Here he was joined by ſome Da- 
niſh men of war, and had the honour to entertain 


the prince royal of Denmark .on board his ſhip. - 


From Copenhagen Sir Charles proceeded to Stock- 
holm, where his fleet anchored on the 6th day of May. 
After having had an audience of his Swediſh majeſty, 
the admiral ſteered towards Revel, and took the firſt. 
opportunity that offered, of ſending a leiter which 
the kin of Great Britain had written to the Czarina, 
encloſe in one to her admiral Apraxin. The king 
in this letter, expoſtulated very freely on the ſubject 
of the Czarina's armaments, by ſea and land, and 
on the intrigues into which her miniſters had lately 
entered with the agents of the pretender. The court 
of Ruſſia was highly diſpleaſed at this appearance of 
a Britiſh fleet on their coaſt, but not having a force 
ſufficient to oppoſe it, they reluctantly refrained 


from acts of hoſtility ; however, the anſwer which 


her Imperial majeſty returned, was ſtrongly expreſ- 
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ſive of diſpleaſure. Sir Charles Wager continued off 
Revel till the 28th day of September, when having 
received certain intelligence that the Ruſſians had laid 
up their ſhips in their winter harbour; he returned to 
Copenhagen, and from thence failed for England, 
where he arrived on the firſt day of November. 
The fleet under Sir John Jennings, which was deſ- 
- tined to cruiſe off the coaſt of Spain, conliſted of 
nine large men of war, which were afterwards joined 
by ſeveral ſhips from the Mediterranean. The ad- 
miral failed from St. Helens on the 28th day of July, 
having on board a body of land forces. On the 3d 
day of Auguſt he entered the bay of St. Antonio, and 
. ſpread conſternation among the Spaniards. On the 
25th day of the ſame month, the fleet arrived off 
Liſbon.” The king of Portugal ſigniſying his deſire 
of feeing our admiral, he went on ſhore, and waited 
on his moſt faithful majeſty, then re-embarking, he 
failed for the bay of Bulls, near Cadiz, and cruiſed 
off Cape St. Mary, yet carefully avoiding all acts of 
hoſtiliry. The Spaniſh governar of Cadiz, treated 
him with great civility, and ſupplied him with re- 
freſhmenrs. After remaining for ſome time on this 
ſtation, the admiral returned to England, having 
fully effected the purpoſes for which the expedition 
was undertaken, The councils of Spain were at that 
time divided: in the cabinet a party prevailed, which 
breathed nothing but a rupture with Great Britain, 
whilſt many members there oppoſed ſuch deſperate 
meaſures, as big with danger. The duke de. Ripperda, 
a native of Holland, who had renounced the protel- 
tant religion and embraced that of the church of 
Rome, ,having entered into the ſervice of the king 
of Spain, rapidly advanced through the different gra- 
dations of power, until he became prime miniſter, and 
the favourite of his ſovereign : this man, whom we 
have already ſeen negotiate the treaty with the Impe- 
* R - Fla 
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rial cqurt, was ſuſpected of having divulged the ſe- 
crets of the cabinet ta the Engliſh miniſter reſiding 
at Madrid, and narrowly eſcaped with his life; he 
was, however, by the aſſiſtance of colonel Stanhope, 
the Britiſh ambaſſador, afterwards earl of Harring- 
ton enabled to eſcape out of the kingdom. 
The third expedition under rear-admiral Hoſier, 
ſtill remains to be related. He failed for the Weſt, 
Indies with ſeven ſhips of the line, on the gth day of 
April, 1726, having inſtructions to block vp the 
lleons in their ports; or, if they ventured out, to 
—— them and bring them to England. Although 
he had a. quick paſſage, yet the Spaniards had re- 
ceived previous notice of his deſtination; ſo that be- 
fore his arrival at the Baſtimentos near Porto- bello, 
the treaſure which had been put an board the gaile- 
ons, and which amounted to fix millions and à half 
ſterling, was relanded, and carried back to Panama, 
on the other ſide the iſthmus. On the gth day of 
ne, rear · admiral Hoſier anchored within ſight of 
orto-Bello; the governor of which place thereupon 
ſent to know his demands. Hoſier anſwered, that 
he waited for the Royal George, a large South - Sea 
ſhip, then in the harbour, which had diſpoſed of all her 
cargo, and had a very large ſum of money cn board. 
The Saniards ia order to get rid of fo diſagreeable 
an obſerver, cauſed her immediately to depart, whereby 
the ſhip, and the wealth ſhe had on board, were ſe- 
cured. The conſequences which they expected, 
however, did not follow. The admiral continued, 
on the ſame {tation for ſix month, during which time 
his ſcamen were ſwept off by diſeaſes, contracted 
through the unhealthineſs of the climate; and his 
thips were ſa eaten by the worms as to be in a very 
ruinous condition. He was then obliged to return 
to Jamaica, where he again manned his fleet, by a 
number of ſeamen whom he fqund there hides”: 
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He put to ſea in two months, and ſtood over to Car- 
thagena, but the Spaniards had by this time reco- 
vered from the panic into which they had been thrown 
at his firſt appearance; they did not ſcruple to ſeize 
the prince Frederic, a South-Sea ſhip, then at La 
Vera Cruz, with all the veffels and effects belonging 
to that company, Hoſier in vain demanded reſti- 
tution, after which he took ſome Spaniſn ſhips, by 
way of repriſal, which proved to be of no great va- 
lue. This brave officer, after having remained ſome 
months on this unſerviceable and deſtructive ſtation, 
was feized with a diſtemper of which he died. The 
nation loudly complained of the manner in which 
this expedition was conducted, and faw with extreme 
© regret, a number of valuable ſeamen deſtroyed, and 
a fine ſquadron rendered totally uſeleſs, by meaſures 
injudiciouſly concerted. | 
In the mean time, the king of Spain purchaſed 
ſhips of war, and began to make preparations for 
ſome important undertaking. He likewiſe aſſembled 
an army at St. Roch, which amounted to twenty thou- 
fand men, under pretence of rebuilding the old caftle 
of Gibraltar. The alliance which had been formed 
at Hanover, underwent ſome changes, the States- 
general and the king of Sweden acceding to it, and 
the king of Pruſſia, though ſon-in-law to the king 
of Great Britain, withdrawing himſelf, and even 
leaguing with the emperor. The count de Las Torres; 
who commanded the Spaniſh army, actually laid ſiege 
to Gibraltar by land, towards the cloſe of the year 
1726. 1 

The parliament met on the 17th day of January, 
and ſoon after the houſe of commons voted twenty 
thouſand men for the ſea- ſervice, and one hundred 
and ninety-nine thouſand and ſeventy-one pounds for 
the ordinary of the navy; the land-tax was fixed at 


four flullings in the pound. 
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The Imperial refident at London, preſented an an- 
gry memorial to the king, in which the emperor, his. 
maſter, was juſtified in entering intothe alliance with 
Spain, which had given ſuch umbrage to the court 
of London. The conduct of Spain in laying ſiege 
ro Gibraltar was defended ; and the impending rup- 
ture was roundly imputed to the conduct of the king, 
of Great Britain. Both houſes of parliament ex- 
preſſed their indignation at this inſulcing paper, and 
the Imperial miniſter was ordered immediately to 
quit the kingdom. | 

in this poſture of affairs, the king entered into a 

doſer alliance with the court of France, took ten 
thouſand Swediſh troops into Britiſh pay, and con- 
cluded a freſh treaty with the king of Denmark : 
he alſo made a conveation with the prince of Heſſe 
Caſſel. 
On the 11th day of February 17 26-7, the trenches 
were opened before Gibraltar; a numerous garriſon, 
well provided, defended the place. A ſmall ſquad- 
ron was prepared at Portſmouth to ſail with ſuccours, 
and Sir Charles Wager hoiſted his flag on board the 
Kent. The earl of Portmore, who was governor, 
embarked on board the admiral's ſhip, and a rein- 
forcement was put on board the fleet for the garri- 
ſon, Sir Charles arrived the beginnigg of April, 
and joined rear admiral Hopſon who Ein the har- 
bour, the communication by ſea remaining open. 
When the troops from England were landed, the gar- 
riſon amounted to fix thouſand men, including five 
hundred that had arrived from Minorca. Freſh pro- 
viſions in great abundance were obtained from, the - 
coaſt of Barbary, ſo that the efforts of the beſiegers 
were regarded only with contempt. 

The latter end of April Sir John Norris was ſent 
into the Baltic, and on his arrival there, he was 


joined by a Daniſh ſquadron, The death of the 


Czarina, | 
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Carina, which happened on the 17th day of May, 
prevented any act of hoſtihcies being committed, and 
in conſequence or that event, the fleet of Ruſſia was 
laid up in harbour. 

Notwichſtanding theſe appearances of a widely ex. 
tended war, yet the beligerent powers - ſecretly 
dreaded the conſequences of a rupture ; and each of 
them earneſtly wiſhed for the re- eſtabliſnment of 
tranquillity. The kingof France interpoſed his medi- 
ation to prevent Europe being again embroiled, and 
the duke de Richelicu, his ambaſſador at Vienna, 
firſt propoſed a plan of pacification. At length, 
all parties agreed to twelve preliminary articles, which 
were figned at Paris, in the month of May, by the 
miniſters of the Hanover alliance, and afterwards at 
Vienna, by the Imperial and Spaniſh ambaſſadors, 
They imported, that hoſtilities ſhould immediately 
- ccale; that the charter of the Oftend Company ſhould 
be ſuſpended for ſeven years, and that a congreſs 
ſhould in four months be opened at Aix la Chapelle, 
for adjuſting all differences, and conſolidating -the 
peace of Europe. This congrefs was aftetwards 
transferred to Sorffons, for the convenience of the 
French miniſter, 'whoſe preſence was neceſſary at 
court. The ſiege of Gibraltar was raiſed, after it 
had continued four months, during which time, the 
Spaniards had loft a great number of men by fick- 
neſs, while the garriſon ſuſtained very little loſs. 


Some new difficulties were afterwards ſtarted by the 


court of Madrid, ho refuſed to deliver up the South- 
Sea ſhip which had been detained at la Vera Cruz, 
ſo that Sir Charles Wager continued to cruize on the 
coalt of Spain: but theſe and ſome other objeRions 
were removed in the ſequel *. 


* $mollet's Hiſtory of England, Vol, X. p. 322. 
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breaking up of parliament, he prepared for a journey 
to Hanover. Accordingly, having appointed an ad- 
miniſtration in his abſence, he embarked for Hol- 


land; lay, upon his landing, at the little town of 


vert; he next day proceeded on his journey; and, in 


rived at Delden, to all appearance in perfect health. 
He ſupped there very heartily, and continued his 
progreſs early the next morning. Between eight and 
nine he ordered the coach to ſtop, and, it being per- 
ceived that one of his hands lay motionleſs, monſieur 
Fabrice, who had formerly been a ſervant of the 
king of Sweden, and now attended king George, 
chafed it between his. As this had no effect, the 


ſurgeon was called, who followed on horſeback, 
who rubbed it with ſpirits; ſoon after the king's. 
tongue began to ſwell, and he had juſt ſpeech enough 
to bid them haſten to Oſnaburg ; and, falling into- 


Fabrice's arms, quite inſenſible, never recovered, but 


expired about eleven o'clock the next morning. He 


died on Sunday the 11th day of June 1727, in the 


ſixty-eighth year of his age, and the 13th of his 


reign. 

George the Firſt was a prince of great virtues; and 
had many qualities truly amiable. He was very well 
acquainted with the general intereſt of all the princes 
in Europe, and particularly well verſed in whatever 
related to German affairs, with reſpect to which, he 
always acted as a true patriot, any 
the conſtitution of the empire, 
the intereſts of Great Britain to foreign politics, his 
miniſters ſtand accountable for the tranſgreſſion, as 
he always declared an intention to govern according 
to the laws, and with no other view than the general 
good of his people, He was allowed, by the beſt 
Vor. III. M m m judges 
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King George had not now for two years, viſited 
his German dominions; and therefore, ſoon after the 


two days more, between ten and eleven at night, ar- 


a firm friend to 
If he ever ſacrificed. 


_—— 
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Judges of military talents, to be an excellent officer. 
He was very capable of application, and underſtood 
buſineſs as well as any prince of his time. In his 
amuſements, he was eaſy and familiar, of a temper 
very ſenſible of the ſervices that were rendered him; 
firm in his friendſhips, naturally averſe to violent 
meaſures, and as compaſſionate as any prince that 


ever fat upon a throne. 


We ſhall now proceed to take notice of ſome of 
the moſt important commercial events that took 
place during this reign, and then cloſe the volume 
with memairs of the lives of the moſt eminent na- 
val commanders, who flouriſhed about this time. 


Ia the year 1722, the king granted a patent to 
John Duke of Montagu, of the Welt India iſlands of 
St. Lucia and St. Vincent. The duke hereupon ſent 
out fx ſhips, freighted with ſtores, and having on 
board a number of ſettlers :. theſe no ſooner arrived 
at St. Lucia, than the French governor of Martinico 
ſent an expreſs, to ſignify that they muſt withdraw 
from the iſland in fifteen days, the French king hav- 
ing directed that St. Lucia as well as St. Vincent 
mould remain in their former neutral condition, until 
a final deciſion ſhould be made between the two 
crowns. To enforce which, two thouſand men were 
landed at St. Luſia from Martinico, ſo that the at- 
tempt at making the ſettlement was laid aſide. This 
expedition is ſuppoſed to have coſt the duke no leſs 
than forty thouſand pounds, being the greateſt and 
moſt expenſive undertaking ever entered upon by 
any one ſubject in chriſtendom, on his awn proper 
riſk. Es ? 
In the year 1725, the South-Sea Company com- 
menced a whale fiſhery, in which they employed 
twelve new ſhips. They brought home 11 6/0 
fag 2 


1 


. 


case. H.] or GREAT BRITAIN. azg 


whales and a half, but during the eight years in 
which they followed this branch of trade, they were 
in no year ſo ſucceſsful. The expences attending 
this undertaking, were greatly enhanced by the Eng- 
liſh having long relinquiſhed the trade, ſo that the 
company were obliged to procure their commanders, 
harpooners, boat-ſteerers, line veerers, &c. from Hol- 
ſtein, which coſt upwards of three thouſand pounds 
annual ly, although not above one hundred and fifty 
in number “. | 

In the year 1726, a new Charter was granted to the 
Eaſt-India Company, by which they were empowered 
10 erect a corporation at fort St. George, by the 
name of the mayor and aldermen of Madrapatan in 
the Eaſt Indies, and another corporation at or within 
the factory and town of Bombay, by the name of 
mayor and aldermen of Bombay. Alſo a third cor- 
poration, within the factory of Fort William in Ben- 
gal, by the name of the mayor and aldermen of Cal- 
cutta, at Fort William in Bengal; with perpetual 
ſucceſſion to each of the three corporations, and a 
common ſeal. The charter farther empowered them 
to make bye - laws, and to try cauſes both civil and 
military, high- treaſon excepted. 5 

In the laſt year of the reign of king George I. an 
act of parliament was paſſed, to authorize the South- 
Sea Company to purchaſe negroes at Madagaſcar, 
having firſt obtained the licence and conſent of the 
Eaſt- India Company, within the limits of whoſe 
trade that ifland was ſuppoſed to be fituated. I] heſe 
they were to convey immediately to Buenos Ayres, 
and on no account to diſpoſe of them within the 
limits of the Eaſt- India Company's juriſdiction. Four 
ſhips were allowed to ſail upon this trade, and the 
term granted the company by this act extended to 


fix years. 


Anderſon on Commerce, Vol. II. p. 313. 
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At Midſummer 1727, the reduction of the intereſt 
on the national debts from five to four percent. took 
place, whereby the ſinking fund was increaſed to 
above one million per annum. Had the miniſtry 
from that period, ſcrupulouſly adhered to the paying 
off at leaſt one million per annum of the public 
debts, from this time until the breaking out of the 
war with Spain in 1739, the reſtrictions laid on trade 
and commerce would by that time have been eſſen- 
tially leſſened, but frugality in ſuch a mixed govern. 
ment as ours, is little attended to by the executive 
power, which aims too much at ſtrengthening the 

authority of the crown, by means of an unweildy 
national debt. Hence it is, that the finking fund 
has been either directly or indirectly ſacrilegiouſly and 
wantonly violated, whence many taxes, duties, and 
evſtoms, which were deſigned only to ſerve as a tem- 
porary expedient, have been perpetuated, and thereby 
become heavy clogs on our manufactures and foreign 
commerce. It has been calculated, that the ſinking 
fund, if it had been applied to the diſcharge of the 
national debt, at the rate above given of a million 
a year, when that debt antobated to fifty millions, 
ſuppoſing it at four per cent. intereſt, and the fink; 
ing fund increaſing annually in like proportion, as 
ſuch a ſum would do, if put out at compound in- 
tereſt, the whole national debt would have been diſ- 
charged by the year 1756. 

About this time the French firſt began to ſupply 
in conſiderable quantities the European markets with 
their ſugars from Martinico, St. Domingo, and other 
ſettlements, which markets had formerly been en- 
tirely ſupplied by the Engliſh. And ina few years 
after, by their extraordinary aſſiduity they gained 
from us, almoſt all, or the greateſt part of that very 


profitable branch of commerce. 
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MzMorns of Sir Joun LAK, Knight, Admiral of 
the Fleet, and a Commiſſioner of the Admiralty. 


BEFORE we ſpeak of this great man, it will 
be neceſſary to ſay ſomething of his family, His 
dfather Mr. Richard Leake, was deſcended from 
e Leakes of Derbyſhire, and was bred to the ſea; 
upon breaking out of the civil wars, he took partwith 
the parliament, and held a commiſſion in their fleet 
under the command of the earl of Warwick*. His 
father was born at Harwich, in the year 1629. He 
too was bred to the ſea, and brought into the par- 
lament ſervice when very young by his father, but 
before he was of years to chooſe a party in politics, 


moſt probably diſreliſhing the controul of a parent, 


he went over to the royaliſts, this he effected in a 
boat, ſome ſeamen accompanying him. His father 
who ſuſpected his deſign, diſcovered the fugitives 
almoſt-as ſoon as the boat was put off. Whereupon 
he ordered. ſeveral guns to be fired, with a deſign 
either to ſtop or ſink it, but without effect, ſo en- 
tirely were the feelings of a parent loſt in reſentment. 
Richard Leake, our admiral's father, having thus 
eſcaped, entered a volunteer in the king's ſervice, 
but when an end was put to that conteſt, he went 
into the Dutch artillery, where he cultivated his na- 
tural genius for gunnery and engineering, in which 


he greatly excelled. By this time he was little more 


than twenty years of age. At the reſtoration he 
was made maſter gunner of the Princeſs, a ſhip of 
fifty guns, and diſtinguiſhed himſelf in the Dutch 
war, which broke out not long after, particularly in 
two very extraordinary actions. In 1669, captain 


Life of Sir John Leake, by Stephen Martin Leake, Eſq: claren- 
Richard 


cieux king of arms, edit. 17 50, 
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Richard Leake was promoted from the Princeſs, to 
be gunner of the Royal Prince, a firſt rate man of 
war. On board of this ſhip he was accompanied by 
his two ſons Henry and John, the latter of whom, 
who is the ſubject of theſe memoirs, was born at 
Rotherhiche, in June 1656, and here Sir Edward 
Spragge hoiſted his flag in 167 3. In the memorable 
buartle, which was fought at the mouth of the Texel, 
on the 1th day of Auguſtꝰ, the Royal Prince had 
all her maſts (ſhot away, near four hundred of her 
men killed or diſabled, and moſt of her upper tier 
of guns diſmounted. - As ſhe lay thus like a wreck 
for ſome time, a large Dutch ſhip bore down upon 
her with two fire ſhips, with a defign either to burn 
her, or carry her off. The captain-lreutenant, Mr, 
| (afterwards Sir) George Rooke, thinking it impoſſible 
to defend her, ordered the men to fave their lives, 
and the colours to be ftruck. Mr. Leake hearing 
this, forbad it, ordered the Heutenant off the quarter- 
deck, and took the command upon himſelf. The 
Royal Prince,” fays he, ſhall never be given up 
to the enemy white I amalive to defend her. Then 
calling his two fons, of whom Henry was his firft 
mate, he told them his reſolution, and that if they 
followed his example, he did not doubt of ſucceſs. 
This undaunted —— inſpired the whole ſhip's com- 
pany, they chearfully renewed the fight, and their 
artillery being admirably well directed, they funk 
both the fire ſhips, . the Dutch man of 
war to ſheer off. So that at length, after along and 
deſperate defence, half burnt, and almoſt reduced to 
awreck, they brought the Royal Prince ſafe into 
Chatham, uo the admiration of all who ſaw her. 
Captain Eeake's eldeſt fon Henry, was unfortunately 
lain in the action f. n 
note B. Von U. p. 1 Biographia Britannica, Art, Leake, 
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For this gallant ſervice, captain Leake was ap- 
pointed to the command of a yacht, and made maſter 
gunner of Whitehall, from whence he was ſoon after 


promoted to be maſter gunner of England, and ſtore 
ceper of the ordnance at Woolwich ; in holding 


which poſts, he had full ſcope to diſplay his genius. 


He is ſaid to have been the chief inventor of thoſe 
dreadful machines, which we have had frequent ec- 
caſion to ſpeak. of, called infernals, although that 
refinement in the art of deſtruction is attributed to 
another. His favourite invention was called, the 
cuſhie piece, ſo called, becauſe intended to be placed 
at the forecaſtle of a ſhip, as a piece of that name is 
placed in a galley; this piece inſtead of firing ſnot, 
was deſigned to diſcharge ſhells and carcaſſes. The 
nation being then in profound peace, no opportunity 
offered for many years, of trying the efficacy of this 
new conſtruction in an engagement, but when James 
the Second reſolved to fit out a ſtrong fleet, to 
vent the invaſion from Holland in 1688, the trial of 
the cuſhie piece was readily allowed, and the Fire- 
drake fireſhip being ordered for that ſervice, his fon. 
John, for the better execution thereof, was appointed 
commander. At the ſetting out of this buſineſs, an. 
unhappy incident occured, Mr. John Leake's younger, 
and only brother Edward, being blown up at Woal- 
wich as he was preparing the compoſition for the 
ſhall now confine ourſelves to the 
actions of captain John Leake, the only ſurviving ſon 
of that engineer. | | 4 
His father had taken care to have him well in- 


ſtructed in atics and gunnery, and he had en- 


tered early into the navy as a midſhipman; in which 
ſtation he was during the action in the Royal Prince, 
being then only ſeventeen years of age. At the cloſe of 
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the laſt Dutch war, he engaged in the merchant'; 
ſervice, and had the command of a ſhip in two or three 
voyages up the Mediterranean. But his inclination 
ing to the navy, he did not remain long out of it, 
in 1677, he was appointed mate to his father, 
then maſter gunner of England, whom he had two 
years before ſucceeded in the poſt of gunner to the 
Neptune, a ſecond rate man of war. He remained 
in this poſt without any promotion, till the latter end 
of king James's reign, when, as has been already 
mentioned, he obtained the command of the Fire- 
drake fire-ſhip. Which by the liſt, which the reader 
will find in our ſecond volume“, was ſtationed at Long 
Reach, when the prince of Orange landed in Torbay; 
after which he joined the reſt of the proteſtant offi- 
cers in an addreſs to that prince. Captain John 
Leake was continued in his command after the revo- 
lution; and in this ſhip he performed ſuch ſignal 
ſervice at the battle of Bantry Bay, in 1689, that ad- 
miral Herbert two days after, gave him a commiſſion 
to command the Dartmouth frigate; immediately 
upon receiving which, he was ordered with ſome 


other _ to convoy ſome victuallers into London 


derry. The deſperate attempt at relieving that place 
was carried into execution chiefly by his means. 


Captain Leake was ſenſibly touched with the ſuf- 


ferings of the brave men within the town, and al- 


though there was no man of war to aſſiſt him, the 


Swallow, which was the only one there, being too 
large to go up the river, he reſolved upon making 
thes attempt, and borrowed the Swallows long boat 
to aſſiſt in eutting the bomb. This tranſaction has 
been already related f. We ſhall only add that ma- 
jor general Kick, who commanded the land forces, 
and was ſtationed in ſuch a manner, as to obſerve 


®. Page 382. + Vol. II. p. 402. 
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the action diſtinctly, was ſo highly pleaſed with the 
conduct and bravery of it, that he gave Mr. Leake 
a company in his own regiment, which he enjoyed 
many years after he was a flag officer. 

The importance. of reſcuing Londonderry from 
the hands of king James, raiſed the captain likewiſe 
in the navy; for the Dartmouth being paid off, he 
had the command given him of the Oxford, a fourth 
rate, of fifty-four guns, and on the 4th day of Max 
in the following year (1690) was promoted by the 
admiral to that of the Eagle, a third rate of ſeventy 


ns. 
5 The fatal action off Beachy-head ſoon after fol- 
lowed, and when the conduct of lord Torrington was 


_ enquired into by a court - martial, captain Leake was 


named as one of the board; in which ſituation he 
was extremely inſtrumental in procuring the acquit- 
tal of the admiral : for which Sir Ralph Helaval, who 
had been vice-admiral in the engagement, and was 
preſident on the occaſion, expreſſed his opinion, that 
the court ſhould bring him in guilty, captain Leake 
undertook his cauſe, ſcrutinized miautely into eve 
part of the evidence which tended to affect the ad. 
miral, and fo fully juſtified him on every point, with 
which he ſtood charged, that he brought over the 
majority to acquit him; and when the miniſtry re- 
turned the ſentence to he re-conſidered, they con- 
firmed it under their hands. 

In the battle off La Hogue, captain Leake emi- 
nently diſtinguiſhed himſelf. His conduct on that 
memorable occaſion, procured him the particular 
friendſhip of Mr. (aftetwards admiral) Churchill, 
(with whom we have already made our readers ac- 
quainted)*, whom he bravely ſuſtained, after the 
ſhip between them had been beaten our of che line. 


: | » Page 30s of this Volume, | 
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In this action the captain narrowly eſcaped death by 
a cannon ball, which paſſed between him and his bro- 
ther-in-law Mr. Martin, as the latter was receiving 
ders on the quarter-deck, The next year he was 
preferred to the command of the Offory, a ſecond 
rate, in which he continued until the peace of Ryſ- 
wick. His father died-in July 1696, in the 68th 
year of his age, and although captain Leake was his 
only ſurviving ſon, and was then married, and had a 
" ſon, yet the old gentleman bequeathed all kis effects 
to his daughter Elizabeth; and left her ſole executrix, 
leaving his ſon only one moiety of his books and in- 
ſtruments, the other moiety to his daughter's: ſon. 
The reaſon of this light caſt on a fon, who had 
never been deficient in his duty to his parent, has 
been attributed to the ill ſucceſs of his cuſhie-piece, 
which, as the inventor, he thought his ſon had' not 
ſufficiently exerted himſelf in making trial of *. But 
this conjecture may poſſibly be ill founded, perhaps 
his father thought that as captain Leake was making 
rapid advances in the line of his profeſſion, his fa- 
mily would be thereby amply provided for, and that 
his father's fortune would be more ſerviceably be- 
ſtowed upon his daughter and her iſſue. Be that as it 
may, our captain when this event happened was en- 
gaged with. the grand fleet in the Soundings, and in 
his abſence, his wife and friends without his privity 
or conſent, procured for him his father's places of 


' maſter-gunner and ftore-keeper at Woolwich, bya 


recommendatory letter of admiral Ruſſel's to lord 
Romney, maſter of the erdnance. But on his return 
into harbour he handſomely excuſed himſelf from ac- 
cepting of that place; not only as it was a very trou- 
' bleſome office, bat as it interfered with his ſervice 
in the navy, where he was now a ſenior officer. 


Life of Sir John Leake, page 37. Af 
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After the peace of Ryſwick, his majeſty's ſhips 
being all laid up, and conſequently the captains 
out of employment, Mr. Leake had thoughts of 
making intereſt for a place at the navy board; but 
admiral Churchill diſſuaded him from it; and as 
ſoon as the latter was made a lord of the admiralty, 
he gave him a commiſſion. for the Kent of ſeventy. 
guns, on board of which rear-admiral Hopſon 
hoiſted his flag, on the 10th of September 1699: 
and on the eleventh of November in the ſame year, 
captain Leake hoiſted a broad pendant at Portſ- 
mouth, being appointed commander in chief of all 
the ſhips in that harbour. | e 
When a war was expected in 1701, admiral Churchill 
recommended captain Leake ſo ſtrongly to the earl 
of Pembroke, then lord high-admiral, that when his 
lordſhip.reſolved to hoiſt his flag on board the Bri- 
rannia, the fineſt firſt rate then in the navy, he ap- 
pointed our hero his firſt captain, there being three 
captains to that ſhip. In this ſtation he continued 
until the death of king William, when the intended 
expedition of the ear] was laid aſiqꝑę, and prince 
George of Denmark, her majeſty's conſort, appointed. 
lord high-admiral. | 5 
Upon the declaration of war againſt France, cap- 
tain Leake was appointed to the command of a ſqua- 
dron which was fitted out againſt Newfoundland. He 
had alſo a commiſſion appointing him governor of. 
that iNand, and commander in. chief of the land 
forces during his ſtay on the coalt. The commodore 
ſailed from Plymouth on the 25th day of July, and. 
the ſucceſs with which he was crowned has been al- 
ready related ®, As this was a very active ſervice. 
o it proved a lucrative one to the commander, whoſe | 
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proportion of the prizes brought him a conſiderable 
ſum of money. 3 „ 

On his return to England he was raiſed to the 
rank of rear - admiral of the blue, and a few months 
after was farther promoted to be vice-admiral of the 
ſuame ſquadron. a ee of 2 

Vice admiral Leake was on board the Prince 
George in the Downs, when the great ſtorm blew, 
between the 26th and 27h days of November 1703, 
which proved ſo fatal to the Engliſh navy; nowith- 
ſtanding, he had the good fortune to bring his ſhip 
ſafe into port, without having ſuſtained” any loſs. 
This eſcape was chiefly owing to the precautions 
which he uſed the preceding day, at which t me his 
experience in the aſpect of the elements led him to 
foreſee a riſing tempeſt, and to take every poſſible 
precaution for breaking its fury. | 

In the month of February 1703-4, he received the 
honour of knighthood, which a year before had been 
offered him, but he then declined it. During this 
memorable year, he bore a very active part in the 
ſignal ſervices which were performed by the Britiſh 

fleet: being concerned in the taking of Gibraltar, 
and afterwards greatly diſtinguiſhing himſelf in the 
action off Malaga. The next . relieved Gib- 
raltar, then beſieged by the Spaniards by land, and 
the French fleet by fea . The ſervices which our 
admiral rendered the beſieged, procured him the fol- 
lowing letter from his higbneſs the prince of Heſſe 
Darmſtadt, governor of the garriſon. 

ce cannot expreſs the ſatisfyRtion of your appear- 
- ance, ſo opportunely before this place, with the 
ſquadron of ſhips under your command, having been 
the entire reaſon of ſaving it from the attempt of the 
enemy, who were to attack us that very night of 
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your entrance, in many places at once, with a great 
number of men, which, with our ſmall garriſon, we 
had not been able to have held it out, againſt ſuch a 
ſuperior force.” ky | . 
His highneſs preſented Sir John Leake with a gold 
cup on the accafion. his blow ſtruck” 2 panic all 
along the eoaſt, of which Sir John received the fol- 
lowing account, in a letter from Mr, Hill, envoy at. 
the court of Savoᷣ p. | 
« I can tell you, your late ſucceſs, againſt M. 
Ponti, put all the French coaſt into great diſorder 
and conſternation, as if you were come to ſcour the 
whole Mediterranean. All the ſhips of war that 
were in the road of Toulon, havled into the har- 
bour, and nothing durſt look out for ſome days. 
Our loſs during the whole ſiege, was only one 
tranſport; and the Terror bomb. Of the ęnemy 
were deſtroyed and taken, one ſhip. of eighty- ſix 
uns, one of ſeventy-faur, one of ſixty- ſix, one of 
y-ſix, and two of thirty-ſix, one of thirty, two 
of twenty-four, and one of ſixteen, beſides. mer» 
chant ſhips and ſmaller veſſels, and above five hug- 
dred men killed, and twelve hundred taken pri- 
ſoners, The French and Spaniards were ſuppoled to 
have loſt near ten thouſand men before: the place, 
whilſt on the part of the beſieged, not more than 
twelve hundred were killed, or carried off by ſick- 


neſs, during the fix months ſiege. 


We have elſewhere taken notice of the failure of 
the attempt upon the outward-bound galleons, 
cauſed by the treacherous impediments thrown ia 
the way of Sir John Leake's ſailing with his fleet, 
from the harbour of Liſbon to intercept them“. It 
may be neceſſary to premiſe here, that the true mo- 
tive for this conduct in the Portugueſe was, that 
their merchants and the Dutch had embarked more 
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valuable 
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valuable merchandize on board thoſe ſhips than the 
Spaniards had done. For this reaſon all poſſible 
obſtructions were thrown in the way by bath to re- 
tard the expedition, and when nothing elſe proved 
ſufficient to check his motions, and he was actually 
under ſail from the bay of Wares, he was ſtopped 
near the bar by ſeveral ſhot from St. Julian's caſlle, 
on pretence of an embargo, which he had procured 
himſelf to facilitate the attempt. Thus it was a 
hard taſk to perform the public ſervice between the 
Joint and ſeparate intrigues of the Portugueſe and 
Dutch, which almoſt upon every occaſion were 
found to claſh with the general intereſts of the allies. 
The next ſignal inftarice of Sir John Leake's cou- 
rage, conduct, and activity, was the relief of Bar- 
celona®. The conſternation into which the beſiegers 
were thrown by a total eclipſe of the ſun, has been 
already mentioned, it may be proper here to add, 
that their fears are ſaid to have been founded on the 
ſuppoſition that the heavens interpoſed to defeat and 
put to ſhame the deſigns of the French, becauſe 
their monarch had aſſumed the ſun for his device. 
In alluſion to which the reverſe of the medal ftruck 
by queen Anne on this occaſion, repreſented the ſun 
in eclipſe over the city and harbour of Barcelona f. 
Charles, who, was then king of Spain, and after- 
wards emperor of Germany, and the fixth of that 
name, had ſo ſtrong a ſenſe of the deliverance pro- 
cured him by means of Sir John Leake's ſeaſonable 
ſupplies, that he annually commemorated the event 
by a public thankſgiving on the 27th day of, May, 
ſo long as he lived. | 
Dr. Friend, in his account of the earl of Peterbo- 
rough's conduct in Spain, has attributed to that no- 
bleman the honour of bringing relief to the city, 
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but Mr. Martin Leake, the biographer of our 
miral, has ſet this affair in its proper light. The 
4 earl aſſumed the . honour only of bearing the union 
flag as admiral, but took no commzud upon bim, 
Kein it again in Barcelona road as ſoon as they 
came there. All the meaſures for the relief of the 
place had been before concerted, and in a manner - 
exceuted ; ſince Sir John Leake had detached ad- 
miral Byng, and admiral Waſſenaer, to make ſail 
before the fleet, and they had anchored in the road, 
and actually thrown a good body of forces into the 
place, before one half of the fleet knew that lord 
Peterborough was on board; who indeed upon his 
arrival was pleaſed to approve of what had been 
done. The fact is, that the earl of Peterborough 
had a. joint commiſſion with Sir Cloudeſley Shovel, 
and therefore, according to the rules of the 78 
could not act ſeparately from him; ſo that his hoiſt- 
ing his flag on board Sir John Leake's own ſhip, 
(the George) was an action without a precedent, an 
affront to the admiral, and a mean attempt to ſteal 
away his laurels: Although Sir John reſented this 
ill treatment, yet he very prudently paſſed it over 
at the time, being intent to promote the ſervice he 
was upon; and even in his letter to acquaint his 
royal highneſs with the relief of Barcelona, he takes 
no notice of it, but lets the matter ſubſide till the 
next opportunity, which was the 15th day of May, 
when, having occaſion to give his highneſs an ac- 
count of his farther proceedings, he writes thus : 
* 1 forgot in my laſt to acquaint you, that my 
lord Peterborough came on board me, hen JI 
was within three leagues of this place [Barcelona] 
and hoiſted his flag for that day, by virtue of his : 
former commiſſion, which 1 was not willing to diſ- 
pute ; though I cannot believe I ſhall be altogether 
diſcharged ſrom my former orders, till the ö 
4 dir 
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* Sit Cloudeſley Shovel: | 1 Mhall take the beſt care 1 
Lian as well of the fleet, as not to have any diſputes 
with his lordſhip about that matter. But his buſineſs 
on ſhore has taken up his time fo much, that he has 
been pleaſed to leave every thing to me hitherto, 
though now T believe he intends to hoiſt his flag on 
board che Somerſet to go by. ſea to Valencia.” 
As ſbon as Barcelona was thus reſcued, Sir John 
filed fouthward, and attacked Carthagena, which 
important place ſoon after ſubmitted. - 
Sir John's next attempt was upon Alicant, where 
arriving upon the twenty ſiæth of June, he fummoned | 
the governor and general to ſurrender, but he could | 
not act till the arrival of the land forces under lord 
Peterborough, or till the militia ſhould block up 
the city by land. On the gth of July, the land 
forces arrived within mk leagues of Alicant, and 
ſeconded the militia, which had taken quarters for f 
E 
h 


ſome time in the neighbourhood of the place, but 
_ refuſed to form the fiege, without the afliffance of 
three thouſand men, and other neceffaries from the . 
fleet. Every thing being ſettled by Sir John, now 5 
in commiſſion with the earl of Peterborough, as 
commandets in chief by ſea, the fiege was opened 
in the evening of the twenty-firſt, and the place was 
taken by Sir Poder ſailors, who carried on a regular 
attack, and mounted a breach thought impractica- 
ble, without any affiſtance from the ſoldiers. 
General Mahoni retired into the caſtle, which he 
determined to defend to.the laſt extremity. But aſter 
a terrible bombardment, his cannon diſmounted, and 
no water left in the citadel, he was obliged to capi- 
tulate on the twenty-ſecond, and the caltle alſo was 
given up to Sir John. | | 
From Alicant he proceeded with the fleet to Ivica 
and Majorca, both which iſtands ſibmitred to the 


Engliſh flag: after this ſucceſs, leaving a ſufficient 
| ſquadron 
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ſquadron to ſecure his conqueſts from any ſurprize, * 


he returned with the foul ſhips for England, and ar- 
rived on the 18th of October at Spithead. On his 
coming to London, he was not only received with 


the loud acclamations of the people, but careſſed in 
the moſt public manner both by the lord high-ad- 
miral and the queen; the former preſenting him 


with a diamond ring of four hundred pounds value, 


and a gold hilted. ſword; and her majeſty ordering 


him a gratuity of one thouſand pounds. 

The unhappy fate of Sir Cloudeſley Shovel, cauſed 
Sir John Leake to-be advanced to the rank of admiral 
of the white, and commander in chief of her ma- 
jeſty's fleet; ſoon after wich promotion he returned 
to the Mediterranean, where he was extremely active 
in the ſeryice of his ſovereign and her allies. He 
had the honour of convoying the new queen of Spain, 
conſort of king Charles the Third, from Genoa to 


Barcelona, for which ſervice her majeſty preſented 


him with a diamond ring of three hundred pounds 
value; after which he reduced the iſlands of Sardinia 
and Minorca. In the expedition againſt the latter of 
theſe iſlands, it happened, as it frequently does in 
conjunct expeditions, that the land and ſea comman- 
ders each claimed to themſelves the whole merit of 
the undertaking. Who was the firſt projector of the 
enterprize, is a matter extremely difficult to aſcer- 


tain, ſuch hints generally remaining ſtate ſecrets, and 


are ſeldom imparted to the public. The facts on 
which reliance may be had, are, that major-general 
Stanhope aſked the aſſiſtance of the fleet and marines 
for the reduction of Minorca, when the admiral was 
going on an expedition againſt the pope, which he 
thereupon laid aſide, and arrived at Minorca with 
the fleet ſeven days before the land forces; during 
which interval he blocked up the enemy, cut off all 
ſupplies, and made ſome preparations for the landing 
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of the forces, which was effected without loſs, as well 
as their cannon and mortars, within half a gun- ſhot 
of the caſtle by the ſeamen; who likewiſe mounted 
the cannon upon the batteries, with little or no aſ- 
ſiſtance from the ſoldiers, and the gunners of the 
fleet were employed to manage the guns upon the 
batteries. The marines made no ſmall part of the 
land forces; and fort Fornella was reduced by the 
ſhips, without the aſſiſtance of the ſoldiers, as in- 
deed all the iſland ſubmitted withour any previous 
act of the land- forces, except the caſtle of St. Philip, 
the attack upon which was conducted with ſucceſs 
by the general. But the action was not otherwiſe 
conſiderable than by its conſequence; for the next 
morning, after the battery was opened, the enemy 
beat a parley, and capitulated, with the loſs on our 
ſide of only forty men killed or wounded ; wheace 
it is evident, that the general, though he had a prin- 
cipal ſhare, yet he had not the chief ſhare in this 
enterprize ; which, in truth, was a joint action, in 
which the land and ſea commanders amicably con- 
curred ; and no preference can perhaps be given to 
one, without doing an injury to the other: and the 
words Inſulus Majorcam, Minorcam, Sardiniam, & 
Tvicam ad deditionem compulit, are with equal truth 
and juſtice inſerted in the epitaph nia to the 
memory of Sir John Leake, by his panegyriſt Mr. 
Martin Leake, as thoſe on the monument in honour 
of earl Stanhope, erected in Weſtminſter Abbey. 

Whilſt Sir John Leake was employed in theſe eſ- 
ſential ſervices abroad, he was, in his abſence, ap- 
pointed one of the council to the lord high admiral, 
and likewiſe elected member of parliament, both for 
Harwich and Rocheſter, the latter of which he choſe 
to repreſent, and in that parhament voted Dr. Sa- 
cheverel guilty *. 75S 


* Life of Sir John Leake, p. 49. 
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May the 24th, 1709, her majeſty was pleaſed to 
conſtitute Sir John rear-admiral of Great Britain, as 
alſo a lord commiſſioner of the admiralty in De- 

cember following. 

From this time we find Sir John appointed for the 
home ſervice, and cruizing on the French coaſt. On 
the 8th of November, the earl of Pembroke having 
reſigned the poſt of lord high-admiral, Sir John was 
appointed the ſecond im the commiſſion for executing 
that office. On the twelfth, he was ſuperceded as 
admiral and commander in chief, by Matthew Ayl- 
mer, Eſq; and in April following, upon the reſig- 
nation of lord Orford, firſt commiſſioner, we find Sir 
John at the head of the admiralty, as chairman, or 
ſenior commiſſioner ; for he perſiſted in refuſing the 
poſt of firſt, as being an officer accountable for every 
thing done at that board. 

In 1710, he was rechoſen for Rocheſter; and on 
the 26th of January 17 10-11, appointed admiral 
and commander in chief of her majeſty's fleet a third 
time; and, in May following, took the command 
of a ſquadron for the home ſervice, but left it in the 
beginning of July, and went to ſea no more that 
year. 

On his return to the admiralty board, findipg 


affairs in as bad or worſe ſituation than before, he 


declined the buſineſs there as much as poſſible, by 
which means the place of chairman devolved on Sir 
George Byng. Soon after, applying to the miniſters, 
that a firſt commiſſioner might be appointed, or that 
he might be allowed to reſign his place there, and be 
put upon half-pay, that poſt was offered him, and 
at the ſame time to be created a peer, but he abſo- 
lutely refuſed both, and deſired to remain only in 
his ſtation as admiral. This being reported to the 
queen, her majeſty ſent for him, and Jefired he would 
continue to do his duty at that board, as hitherto he 

Ooo?2 had 
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had done, till ſhe had appointed a firſt commiſſioner, 
which ſhe promiſed ſoon to do. 

The French king having agreed to ſeveral previous 
articles, as a foundation for a ſuſpenſion of arms, 
and amongſt others, the giving up Dunkirk imme- 
diately into our poſſeſſion, a fleet was appointed to 
aſſemble in the downs for that ſervice, and Sir John 
Leake appointed admiral and commander in chief 
of the fleet a fourth time, by commiſſion, dated 
April the third, 1712. As ſoon as the previous 
articles arrived, which was not til] June the twenty- 
fifth, Sir John received orders to proceed to the 
Downs, to take upon him the command of the fleet; 
where he punctually obeyed every direction for this 
ſervice, and ſaw it accordingly done on the eighth 
of July. Being returned to the Downs, he ſtruck 
his flag, and on the thirty-firſt repaired to London, 
having committed the care of the fleet to Sir Edward 
Whitaker. On which occaſion it was obſerved, 
that as Sir John Leake had the good fortune to 
begin the war with the firlt remarkable inſtance of 
ſucceſs, the expedition to Newfoundland; ſo he cloſed 
it honourably, by taking poſſeſſion of the important 
fortreſs and harbour of Dunkirk. 

Though her majeſty had appointed the earl of 
Strafford firſt lord of the admiralty, yet his lordſhip 
continuing at Utrecht, the weight of that board 
ſtill remained on Sir John. On the ſeventeenth of 
March, 1712-13, he was again appointed admiral and 
commander in chief of the fleet, and continued ſuch 
till the twenty- fifth of Auguſt following, though he 
never went to ſea after the ratification of the peace. 

At the death of the queen, he was left out in the 
firſt board of admiralty, after the acceſſion of king 
George I. and on the fifth of November following, 
1 as admiral of the fleet, and rear admiral 
of Great Britain, by Matthew Aylmer, Eſq; 

Upon 
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Upon iſſuing the writs for a new parliament, the 
miniſtry knowing that the citizens of Rocheſter, 
would return Sir John as their member, prevailed 
with Mr. Beſt, his ſiſter's huſband, to diſſuade him 
from accepting their voluntary election, which this 
artful brother-in-law contrived and effected accord- 
ingly, though not without Sir John's diſcovering the 
intrigue. 

But as the national proviſion of half-pay as admi- 
ral was given to Mr. Aylmer, his majeſty, by his 
warrant, under his fign manual, dated July the 
thirtieth, 1715, granted Sir John a penſion of ſix 
hundred pounds a year, only upon the ordinary 
eſtabliſhment of the navy, which by the perſuaſions 
of his friends, though 1t was a proviſion * ſhort of 


his ſervices, Sir John was at laſt prevailed upon to 
accept. 

From the time of his declining the election at 
Rocheſter, Sir John 2 devoted himſelf to pri- 


vacy, at his country houſe of Bedington, in Surry, 
and alſo at a little box which he built on a ſpot of 
ground at Greenwich; but the proſpect of the river 
gave him ſo much pleaſure, that he afterwards en- 
larged the latter, and ſpent much of his time there. 
At both theſe places he was viſited without diſtinc- 
tion of party, as being a man univerſally eſteemed. 
He was this year choſen a third time repreſenta- 

tive for Rocheſter, when, at the requeſt of the cor- 
poration, he gave them his picture, which was hung 
up among other admirals in the town-hall. 

When a young man, he had married a daughter of 
captain Richard Hill of Yarmouth, by whom he had 
one only ſon. His father-in-law was loſt on the Sand 
called Lemon and Oar, in the Glouceſter, of which 
he was then captain, whilſt attending the duke of 
York to Scotland, in 1682. 


Captain Richarg Leake, of whom we have had 
. occaſion 
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occafion to ſay much in the former part of theſe me- 
moirs, is ſaid to have caſt his grandſon's nativity at 
the time of his birth, and pronounced he would be 
very. vicious, very fortunate, and very unhappy ; that 
he would get a great deal of money, but ſquander it 
away, and die young “. 

Theſe aſtrological divinations have in this age loſt 
much of their credit; a certain ſhare of credulity 
will ever find a reſemblance between the prediction 
and the event; however, this is a clear proof of 
the old man's temper, who did not like his ſon's 
match ; neither did the fortune of the child confute 
this preſage; for Mr. Leake informs us, that being 
made a captain in the navy very young, in a few 
years he got more by prizes, than his father did in 
his whole life. He married diſgracefully ; and hav- 
ing ſpent all about the time that his father retired, 
depended upon him for a ſupport. 

The irreclaimable profligacy of this man, obliged 
his father when he made his will in 1718, to deviſe 
his eſtates to truſtees for the uſe of his ſon, during 
life; and if he died without iſſue, upon captain 
Martin and' his heirs. This gentleman was firſt re- 
commended to our admiral, by both their fathers, 
between whom a friendſhip had been contracted in 
Holland, which had ſubſiſted for many years. Young 
Martin was Sir John's pupil, and ſome time after, 
he entered into the navy, where he choſe to be with 
his friend, though in an inferior poſt, rejecting all 
other means of preferment. Being a midſhipman at 
the battle of Bantry-bay, he had his thigh broke by 
a cannon ball; upon which his captain (afterwards 
Sir) Cloudeſſey Shovel, promiſed to provide for him: 
yet immediately on his recovery, he went on board 


the Dartmouth, captain Leake, whereby he loſt ſe- 
@ Life of sir John Lezke; p. 456 
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yeral years in his promotion to a command. He 
was his lieutenant almoſt all the while Sir John was 
a captain; and became ſtill more cloſely united to 
him by marrying his wife's ſiſter. The only ſepara- 
tion afterwards was in 1697, when captain Martin 
commanded a bomb to Newfoundland ; and in 1702, - 
by the like command at Cadiz and Vigo: having in 
the former ſignalized his ſeamanſhip, and in the latter 
his bravery, he obtained the Launceſton frigate, in 
which he was cruiſing in the channel when Sir John 
being I" rear admiral of the blue, made 
choice of him for one of his captains; and in this 
ſtation he continued till the end of the war, the in- 
ſeparable companion of Sir John's fortune. 

The retirement which Sir John had choſen could 
not but be irkſome at firſt to a mind which had ever 
been employed in active ſcenes of life, but it ſoon 
became familiar and eaſy to him. He died on the 
21ſt of Auguſt, 1720, in the ſixty- fifth year of his 
age; and the zoth day of the fame month, his body 
was carried to the pariſh church of Stepney, and de- 
poſited in a family vault, under a monument, which 
he himſelf had ſome years before erected for his wife. 
Having now brought him to his grave in peace, we 
ſhall proceed to deſcribe his perſon and character. 

Sir John Leake was of a middle ſtature, well 
ſet and ſtrong, a little inclining to corpulency, but 
not to incommode him in the leaſt, His com- 
plexion was florid, his countenance open, his eye 
piercing, and his addreſs both graceful and manly. 
He had alſo a good conſtitution, hardly ever know- 
ing what it was to be ſick. His diſpoſition was na- 
turally cheerful, good humoured, and open. He 
was endued with very good natural parts, and though 
without learning, few men expreſſed themſelves 
more properly by writing or ſpeaking. He was hot 
but not. paſſionate, and maintained an even — 
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unlefs provoked by ſome extraordinary cauſe, yet he 
was ſoon pacified and ready to forgive, no man be- 
ing more humane. In his dreſs he was neat and 
1 In ſhort, he enjoyed a ſound mind in a ſound 
body. | | 

Thus'formed by nature, he ſeems to have been 
born to be a great admiral. For beſides a genius 
for the ſea, and propenſity to a military life, he had 
all the endowments requiſite to that end, which he 
improved by art and experience. He was certainly 
one of the beſt ſeamen this iſland has produced, being 
a perfect maſter of navigation both in theory and 
practice; of which his journals in his own hand- 
writing are a proof; theſe he conſtantly kept after he 


was admiral of the fleet. Beſides, he underſtood 


ſhip-building, gunnery, fortification, and the diſci- 
pline of the land ſervice, wanting only the practice to 
have made him both a good land officer and engineer. 
All theſe qualifications, with his long experience, 
gave him a ſuperior judgment in his profeſſion. He 


and could endure great fatigue, being neither inti- 
midated by dangers, nor deterred by difficulties. 
His courage was of the keener ſort, without appear- 
ing raſh : with this he enjoyed ſuch a happy preſence 
of mind, as enabled him to obſerve every thing that 

aſſed in time of action, and to apply the beſt direc- 
tions, which he did at ſuch times with a ſpirit that 
gave life to his orders. On all occaſions he was parti- 
cularly careful to diſtinguiſh his courage, being of 
opinion that the braveſt man would always conquer. 

The ſame ſpirit he alſo ſhewed in councils of war, 
where, as he obſerved, a brave man might as ſoon 
be diſcovered as in battle. And when it was inſi- 
nuated by ſome.that an undertaking propoſed was 
impracticable, Sir John uſually replied, let us make 


it practicable, And before he propoſed any enter- 
| prize, 


ad alſo a head to contrive, and a heart to execute, 
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regard of the common ſailors, being truly ſenſible of 
the hardſhips they ſuffered, and . 


gated them as much as poſſible. He loved a brave 


action, wherever he found it, and to ſuch, without 
diſtinction of rank or party, he fteely diſpenſed his 
favours: and this made him beloved by the ſeamen, 
In reſpe& of his principles, he was in all things 
for the happineſs and proſperity of his country, both 
in church and ſtate, as by law eſtabliſhed. He ſerved 
king James as far as was conſiſtent with this princi- 
ple, and upon the ſame principle he ſerved king 
William and queen Mary, and queen Anne with bra- 
very and fidelity. Having been all his life engaged 
in the cauſe of the proteſtant religion and Engliſh 
liberty; ſo no man could be more ſenſible of the be- 
nefits to this nation, by the ſucceſſion in the houſe 
of Hanover. 
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When removed from all his employments, and in 
retirement he maintained his character with an equal 
temper of mind; conſcious of a life ſpent for the 
public good, he had thoſe pleaſing reflections which 
the world can neither give nor take away. 

In private life no man was a kinder huſband, a 
better fa her, or a more ſincere friend: in converſa- 
tion open and affable; and never happier than in his 
family, and among his particular acquaintance. His 
good nature and gerierolity were ſhewn to all about 
him, or that had any concerns with him. 

The vice of ſwearing, ſo generally practiſed among 
the ſea commanders in his time, he was very rarely 
guilty of. He had a juſt ſenſe of religion, as a 
member of the- church of England, without bigotry 


or ſuperſtition : and not only cauſed divine worſhip 


to be duly obſerved, but countenanced it by his own 
example : he frequently communicated, and uſed 
private prayers, as there is reaſon to believe, from 
ſuch having been ſound amongſt his papers in his 
own hand writing. Beſides his general beneficence, 
he did many particular acts of charity very privately. 
To ſum up all, he was a v:rtuous, humane, gene- 
rous, gallant man, and one of the greateſt admirals 
of his time : and one thing ſingular can be faid of 
him, and of no other admiral, that he never was be- 
trayed into any miſtake, neither was his conduct ever 
publickly cenſured. | 
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Mcmoiss of EDbwaRD RusstL, Earl of Orford, Firſt 
Lord of the Admiralty, &c, 


THIS noble ſeaman was grandſon of Francis, 
fourth earl of Bedford, ang ſecond ſon of the honour- 
able Edward Ruſſel, Eſq; by Penelope, daughter of 
Sir Moſes Hill, of Hil/ſborough caſtle, in the king- 
dom of Ireland, and widow of Sir William Brooke. 
He was born in the year 1653, and hrought up to the 


| ſea. Upon the death of his elder brother William, 
in 1674, he ſucceeded to the family eſtate ; he was 


likewiſe. gentleman of the bedchamber to the duke 
of York, but upon the death of the lord Ruſſel, his 
couſin German, he retired from court, He was one 
of the firſt to ſound the prince of Orange, concerning 
what might be expected from him in ſupport of 
the liberties of England, when king James, imme- 
diately upon his advancement to the chrone, attempted 
to eſtabliſh arbitrary power, and the Romiſh religion 
in England; he likewiſe accompanied the prince of 
Orange when he landed in 1688. 

When king William was advanced to the throne, 
Ruſſel was appointed one of the privy council, and 
in 1691 became admiral of the blue ſquadron; ſoon 
after which, he was placed at the head of the navy, 
and made treaſurer of the ſame. I he diſagreement 
which ſubſiſted between him and the ear] of Tor- 
rington, has been already related *; this enmity was 
perhaps the chief cauſe of that ſeverity, with which 
the miniſtry purſued the earl after his defeat off 
Beachy-head. Admiral Ruſſel, not Jong after that 
miſcarriage of the combined fleets, revenged his 
country's cauſe on their exulting enemies, by giving 
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a total overthrow to the French fleet, under the com- 
mand of Monſieur de Tourville, neat La Hogue. In 
reward fot this moſt deciſive ſtroke, he was made 
firſt commiſſioner of (the admiralty, and in the No- 
vember following the commons in parliament came 
to a reſolution, * that the thanks of their houſe be 
given to admiral Ruflel, for his great courage and 
conduct in the victory obtained at ſea the Taft ſum- 
mer: and in the next month they came to another 
reſolution, © that admiral Ruſſel in his command of 
the fleet, during the laſt ſummer expedition, had be: 
haved himſelf with fidelity, courage, and conduct.“ 
and reſolved, * that the aid reſolution be commu⸗ 
nicated to the lords at a conference ®.” On March 
22, 1692-3, he was conſtituted treaſurer of his ma- 
jelty's chamber. £ | ann 
Ia 1694; he ſailed with the fleet for the Mediter- 
ranean, Where he prevented the deſigns of the French 
againſt Barcelona; and jn March 1695-6, by his di- 
Jigence alſo prevented the Wegned invaſion in favour 
of king James, who lay With the French army near 
Dieppe ; for Ruſſel ſteering over to the coaſts of 
France with the Engliſh fleet under his command, 
diſconcerted the ſcheme of the French ſetting fail 
for England. For theſe arid other ſervices, he was 
on May the 7th, 1697, created by king William, 
baron of Shingey in the county of Cambridge, viſ- 
count Barfleur in the duchy of Normandy, and earl 
of Orford in the county of Suffolk, with remainder 
of baron of Shingey, to the ifſue male of Letitia, 
his eldeſt ſiſter; he was alſo made vice-admiral of 
England, and twice one of the lord juſtices, during 
his majeſty's abſence in Holland.” | - 
In 1699 he religned all his poſts upon an addreſs 
of the houſe of commons, concerning miſmanage- 


* Collins's Peerage, Vol. I. p. 265. Edit, 1768, 
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